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l An Act to prohibit the use of corporal punishment in approved or 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEM3LY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 1505SF 73 

lw/mj/8 



S.F. ~~ H.F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 280.21 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

An employee of an accredited public school, approved 

3 nonpublic school, or public school district shall not inflict, 

4 or cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment ••pen a student. 

5 For purposes of this section, ''corporal punishment'' means the 

6 intentional physical punishment of a student. An employee's 

7 physical contact with the body of a student is justified if 

8 the contact is reasonable and necessary under the 

9 circumstances for the proper control, training, or education 

10 of the student, and is not for the punishment of the student. 

ll EXPLANATION 

12 This bill prohibits the use of corporal punishment upon a 

13 student in an accredited or approved public or ncnpublic 

14 school or public school district. It defines corporal 

15 punishment so that it does not include physical contact 

16 between a student and a school employee that is reasonable and 

17 necessary for the control, training, or education of the 

18 student, so long as that physical contact is not for 

19 punishment of a student. 
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SEN.L\TE: f'ILE 52. ---
BY CORNING, LIND, TINSMAN, 

~NN, LLO':W-JONES, DEL\;HERY, 

GENTLEMAN, RIORDAN, HANNON, 

BRUNER, SZY~IONIAK, and VARN. 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE FEBRUARY 28, 1989) 

- New Language by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date J!t-lQ-g.j (P-JY~assed House, Date t-f-7~/p.:<-:L>-d--"\ 
Vote: Ayes JQ, Nays J').. Vote: Ayes C.oli Naysd-7 --

Approved =l:a.-!-<£1 (.p -179~ 

A Bill FOR 

-1 An Act to prohibit the use of corporal punishment in approved o' 

2 accredited schools. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 52 

S-3621 
1 ~~end Se~ate File 52, as amer,ded, passed, and re­

printed by the Senate, as follows: 2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

1. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word 
";E" the f 1' · · "'t' b d • . o .~.owlng: t 1s reasor.a le an necessa:y 
~nder the circumstances and is not designed or 
lntended to cause pain or if''. 

2. Title page, line l, by striking the words 
"approved or". 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-3621 FILED APRIL 11, 1989 

SF 52 



S.F. sz H.F. 

Section 1. _·JEW SECTION. 280.21 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

An employee of an accredited public school district, 

3 accredited nonpublic school, or area education agency shall 

4 not inflict, or cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment 

5 upon a student. For purposes of this section, ''corporal 

37¥,-6 punishment'' means the intentional physical punishment of a 

.5F-5'17 student. An employee's physical contact with the body of a 

31'10 -8 student is justified if the employee uses reasonable force, as 

9 defined under section 704.1, for the grotection of the 

3ic03 

10 employee, the student, or other students; to obtain the 

ll possession of a weapon or other dangerous object within a 
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SEN~.';:" PILE 52 

Ar.'lend Senat,; Fil~ :J:?, as amenCed, pe:ssed, and 
~ repri~t~d by the Se~a~e, as follows: 
3 l. Page l, by striking lines 7 through 12 and 
·· inserting the following: ''s~~dent. The eollcwi~g do 
5 not constitute i!~tent..!.onaJ. physical p--.:nist"~1ent or 
6 physica: abuse, :~or i.s a schc~l or area education 
7 agency employee prohibited from doing the following: 
8 a. Using reaso~able force to quell a distu~bance 
0 or prevent a~ act: t~at threatens physical harm to a~y 

i.O p~rso~. 

ll b. Using reasonable force to obtai11 possess~on of 
12 a weapon or othe: dangerous object within a student's 
13 control. 

c. Using reasonable force for the purposes of 
15 self-defense or defense of others as p"ovided under 

section 704.3. 

14 

16 
l7 
18 
19 
20 

d. Using reasonable force for the protection of 
property as provided under section 704.4. 

e. Using reasonable force to remove a disruptive 
student from school premises or from school-sponsored 

21 activities off school premises. 
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f. Using reasonable force to protect a student 
from self-inflicted harm. 

g. Using reasonable force to protect the safety of 
others. 

h. Using incidental, minor, or reasonable physical 
contact to maintain order and control. 

2. In determining whether the force used is 
reasonable, the following factors shall be co~sidered: 

a. The nature of ~he student's conduct which led 
to physical contact with a school employee. 

b. The size and physical condition of the student. 
c. Any weapon or dangerous object used in the 

physical. contact. 
d. The motivation of the employee at the time the 

physical contact took place. 
e. Any other relevant facts and circumstances 

surrounding an incident.'' 

H-3691 
By DAGGETT of Adams 

FILED ~CF 29, 1989 
Wd-l\cU!~ 4-;. 29 (f-1'-!ot) 



SENATE FILE 52 
H-3603 

1 Amend Senate File 52 as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 12, the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 808A.l, subsection 4, paragraph 
6 d, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
7 d. A school locker, desk, or other facility or 
8 space issued or assigned to, or chosen by, the student 
9 for the storage of personal belongings of any kind, 

10 which the student locks or is permitted to lock. 
11 School officials may conduct periodic inspections of 
12 all school lockers. HoweYe~;-t"e-sehoo~-dis~~ie~ 
13 shatl-provide-~o~iee-~o-~"e-st~dents,-a~-leas~-~wen~y-
14 foar-ho~~s-prio~-to-~he-inspeetio~,-oE-~he-date-e~d 
15 time-of-t"e-inspeetion~ 
16 Sec. Section 808A.2, subsection 3, paragraph 
17 c, Code 1989, is amended by striking the paragraph." 
18 2. Title page, line 1, by striking the words "to 
19 prohibit'' and inserting the following: ••relating to 
20 searches at and''. 
21 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

By SPENNER of Henry 
B-3603 FILED MARCH 27, 1989 I 0' 
IJ()l.(;_.$ ( VJcf!::fr-, dil C..i.<__<r"v\ LJ- 7-'3 9 t__f' At; J 
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SENATE FILE 52 
H-3560 

1 Amend Senate File 52, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 8 through 12, and 
4 inserting the following: "student is justified if the 
5 contact is reasonable and necessary under the 
6 circumstances for the proper control, training, or 
7 education of the student, and is not for the 
8 intentional physical punishment of the student." 

By WISE of Lee 
fl-3560 FILED MARCH 23, 1989 . \ 
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SENATE FILE 52 
H-3740 

Amend Senate File 52, as amended, passed, and re-
2 printed by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 8, by insert1ng after the word 
4 "if" the following: "it is reasonable and necessary 
5 under the circumstances and is not designed or 
6 intended to cause pain or if''. 
7 2. Title page, line 1, by striking the words 
8 ''approved or''. 

By CO~~ITTEE 0~ EDUCATION 
OLLIE of Clinton, Chairperson 

H-~\40J fiLED MARCH 31,~989 
)'{QLlSQ fd2)pta:i L/- '7- '89 (f )!!OJ 

SENA FILE 52 
H-3749 

l ~~end Senate File 52, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 l. Page 1, line 6, by inserting after :he word 
4 "intentional" the following: ''ffiental or''. 

By CORES~~ of L1nn 
H-3749 FILED ~~RCH 31, 1989 

t\~ : #c-6+'- . '-/- 7-3'9/ /J 11 Lr,J\ .. '--r ·ltv!__) 

H-31357 
i ~~e~d SenGte 
2 ?rinted by the 
3 l . Page 1, 
4 ~ith the body'' 
5 st:ain:". 

SENATE FILE 52 

F:le 52, as a~endec·, nos-ed 
""'~ ;, ' 

Senate, as follows: 
li~e 7, by striki.na ~he words 
and 'n-p·t'~o •r. < ·1 · .L.; .;~ "' '"''~ .... ,e ;.OJ. C.'Wl~g: 

ar:c ~e-

"co:. tact 
":-:-e-



SENATE FILE 52 
S-3074 

l Amend Senate File 52 as follows: 
..1· ·j-2 

3 
4 

l. Page l, line 2, by striking the word •, 
approved" and inserting the following: ''district, 
accredited". 

5 2. Page l, line 3, by striking the words "public 
6 schooL district'' and inserting the ~allowing: ''area 
7 education agency''. 

);-,·a 3. Page l, by striking lines 8 through 10, and 
9 inserting the following: "the employee uses 

lO reasonable force, as defined under section 704.1, for 
11 the protection of the employee, the student, or other 
12 students; to obtain the possession of a weapon or 
:3 other dangerous object within a student's control; or 
14 for the protection of property.• 

By CO~~ITTEE ON EDUCATION 
~ARRY MURPHY, Chairperson 

S-3074 FILED FEBRUARY 14, 1989 
c;c\cp\ccL tAj vc5; ce ,'Di:£ d- .;2 t'- EPt (f s-n) 



SENATE FILE 52 
S-3113 

1 Amend amendment, S-3074, to Senate File 52 as 
follows: 2 

3 L. Page l, by striking lines 2 through 4 and 
4 inserting the following: 
5 " Page 1, by striking line 2 and inserting 
6 the following: 
7 ''l. An employee of an accredited public school 
8 distr1ct, accredited"." 
9 2. Page l, by striking lines 8 through 14 and 

lO inserting the following: 
'' Page 1, by striking lines 6 through 10, and 

12 1nsert1ng the following: "intentional physical 
ll 

13 punishment of a student. The following do not 
14 constitute intentional physical punishment or physical 
15 abuse, nor is a school or area education agency 
16 employee prohibited from doing the following: 

a. Using reasonable force to quell a disturbance 
or prevent an act that threatens physical harm to any 
person. 
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b. Using reasonable force to obtain possession of 
a weapon or other dangerous object within a student's 
control. 

c. Using reasonable force for the purposes of 
self-defense or defense of others as provided under 
section 704.3. 

d. Using reasonable force for the protection of 
27 9roperty as provided under section 704.4. 
28 ~- Using reasonable force to remove a di5ruptive 
29 student from school premises or from school-s9onsored 
30 activtt:es off school premises. 
3l f. using reasonable force to protect a student 
32 ~rom se:E-inElicted harm. 
33 g. using reasonable force to protect the safety of 

~)t :1e r s. 34 
35 h. Using incidental, minor, or reasonable physical 
36 contact to maintain order and control. 
37 2. In dete~cining ~hether the force used LS 

38 ~e~scnable, the ~ol:cwi.~g factors shall be considered: 
39 a. ~he ~acure of the student's conduct which led 
4U to pnys~cal contac~ wi:h a sc~ool em9Loyee. 
11 u. ?he size and 9~ysical condit:on of :he st~dent. 

c. Any ~eapon or dangerotl5 obJect used ~~ the 
phys:ca: cc~tact. 

d. The motivation of ~he employee 
45 phy~ica: contact tooK place. 

at the time 

46 e. Any other :elevant fac~s 3nd c:rcu~st.~ces 
47 sur~ounding the incident.""' 
48 ]. By renumbering as necessacy. 

Sy ;·iA'-'~ Y HORN 

the 
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SENATE FIL& 52 

AN ACT 

TO PROHIBIT THE USE OF CORPORAL PUNISHMEMT IN ACCREDITED 

SCHOOLS. 

BE IT ENACTED 8¥ THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. NEW ~~~TIO~. 280.21 CORPORAL PUNISKH~NT. 
An employee of an accredited public school district, 

accredited nonpublic school, or area education agency shall 
not inflict, or cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment 

upon a student. For purposes of this section, "corporal 
punishment'' means the intentional physical punishnent of a 

student. An employee's physical contact with the body of a 
student is justified if it is reasonable and necessary under 

the circu~stances and is not designed or intended to cause 
pain or if the employee uses reasonable force, as de!ined 

under section 704.1, for the protection of the e~plcyee, the 
student, or other students: to obtain the possession of a 

• 
S~nate File 52, p. 2 

weapon or other dangerous object ~ithin a student's control; 

or for the protection of property. 

JO ANN ZIMMER~~N 

President of t~e Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 
is known as Senate File 52, Seventy-third General Asse~bly. 

Approved _1;6.·; _____ , 
TERR¥ E. BRANSTAO 

Governor 

JOHN P. OW~ER 

Secretary of the Senate 
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