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S.F. @ftJ H.f'. 

1 Section 1. Section 635.1, Code 1989, 1s a~en<led to read as 

2 follows: 

3 615.1 WHEN APPLICABLE. 

4 1. When 

5 property of 

the gross value of the probate and nonprobate 

a decedent subject to the jurisdiction of this 

6 state does not exceed fifty thousand dollars in property 

7 subject to taxation under section 450.3, upon the petition of 

8 the spouse or a child of the decedent, the clerk shall issue 

9 to a resident of the state of Iowa designated by the 

10 petitioner letters of appointment of executor or administrator 

11 for administration of a small estate if either of i:he 

12 following occttr: 

l3 a. The decedent dies intestate and is survived by a 

14 spouse, or children, or both. 

lS b. The decedent leaves a last will and testamerlt and-that 

16 wtt~-±~-ad~itteci-te-prebate-btlt-there-is-r.e-present 

17 admtn±~tratien and the only beneficiaries are a spouse, or 

18 children, or both. 

19 2. When the gross value of the probate and nonprobate 

20 property of a decedent subject to the jurisdiction of this 

21 state does not exceed fifteen thousand dollars in property 

22 subject to taxation under section 450.3, upon the petition of 

23 a oarent or crandchild of the decedent the clerk shall tssue . -
24 to a resident of the state of Iowa designated by the 

25 petit1oner, letters of appointment as executor or 

26 admin:strator for administration of a small estate if either 

27 of the following occur: 

28 a. The decedent dies intestate without a surviving spotJse 

2Y or t~~tle children b11t with a surviving parent or parents or 

30 survtving grandchild or grandchildren. 

ll b. The decedent dies without a surviving spouse or +~~~e 

32 children and leaves a last will and testament ~nd-t~ae-wt±±-~s 

33 adm±eeed-te-oeebate-btlt-t~e~e-i~-~e-ore~ent-adm~nist~at±en and . . 
34 the only beneficiaries are a surviving parent or parents or 

35 surv1ving grandchild or grandchildren. 
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3. Wher\ the \~lltire esta~e of thP decede~t does ~ot exceed 

of ten tt~cusa~d dollars aft~r deducti.~g thP debts, ~1s 

3 definFd in chapter 450, upon the petitio11 of a person related 

1 within the fourth degree of consanguinity to the decedent, the 

~ clerk shall issue to a r~sident of the state ~f Iowa 

6 designated by the petitioner, letters of appointment as 

7 executor or administrator for administration of a small estate 

8 1f either of the following occur: 

9 a. The decedent dies intestate without a surviving spouse, 

10 issue, or parent, but with heirs that are all within the 

ll fourth degree of consanguinity. 

12 b. The decedent dies without a surviving spouse, issue, or 

13 parent, and leaves a last will and testament and-that-w~ii-i~ 

14 tldm±tted-to-prebate-btlt-there-±g-no-pre~ent-adm±n±~trat±on and 

15 the only beneficiaries are surviving persons related to ~he 

16 decedent within the fourth degree of consanguinity. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 635.2, Code 1989, is amended to reac as 

18 follows: 

19 635.2 PETITION REQUIREMENTS. 

20 The petition for administration of a small estate muse 

21 contain the following: 

22 l. The name, domicileL and date of death of the decedent. 

23 2. The name and address of che surviving spouse, if any, 

24 the name and address of each child of the decedent, ttMd the 

25 name and address of each parent of the decedent, if the parent 

26 is an helr or beneficiary of the decedent, and the name and 

27 address of each grandchild of the decedent :.f the grandchjld 

28 is an heir or beneficiary of the decede~t. unless none are 

29 beneficiaries under the will of the decedent and the name and 

30 address of each relative within the fourth degree of 

31 

32 

33 
34 

consang~inity of the decedent who is an heir or beneficiary of 

the decedent, unless none are beneficiaries :1nder the will of 

the decedent. 

3. Whether a-wii~-~a~-be~n-8dmitt~d-w~t~etlt-?re~ent 

35 adffl±nt~trBt±en the decedent died intestate o~ :estate, a~d, 1f 
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testate~~he da_~!:..__ot the_ wi.:.l. 

2 4. A statement that ~he probate a!ld nnnprohate property 

3 rh2 cecedent subject to the jurisdiction of this state does 

4 not have an aggregate gross val11e of more thac the amount 

5 permitted under the provisions of section 635.1. 

6 5. A-stetement-that-petitione~-agrees-~e-be-personHtly 

7 lreble-for-the-rHym~nt-of-eebts-end-eherges-age~nst-the-estate 

8 te-the-extent-the-e~sets-ef-the-estate-we~±d-be-e~bject·te-ehe 

9 payment-ef-these-debts-end-eherges-tlnder-estete-administret~en 

10 ether-than-fer-a-sme±±-estate• The name an~addres~f__the 

.l: ~posej___exec~o_£__o_.£_admi n is~ r a to_£_:_ 

12 6.--A-stetem~nt-that-petrtiener-egrees-te-aceetlnt-te-any 

13 persenai-re~resentetive-Ee~-a±~-eseets-ef-the-estat~-edming 

14 ~ntb-the-pessessien-ef-petitiene~,-if-e-persentt± 

15 ~e~re~entative-±s-appeinted-Eer-adm±ni~trat~en-e~-the-estate 

16 ether-than-Ee~-a-~meti-estate• 

17 Sec. 3. Section 635.7, Code 1989, :s amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 635.7 REPORT AND INVENTORY -- SHOWING GREATER GROSS VAI.UE. 

20 The executor or administrator is required to file the 

21 report and inve~tory for which provision is made in section 

22 633.361. ~cching in sections 635.1 to 635.3 shall exempt the 

23 executor or administrator from complying wit:: the requ..;.reme!!ts 

24 0f section 4?2.27, 450.22 or 450.58, or the clerk ~rom 

2~ compiyi~g w1th the requ1rements of sec~icn 633.48:. Hewewe~, 

26 the-exeetltor-o~-edm±M±~~~a~o~-ie-e~emp~ed-freM-ft~inq-the 

27 eer~±fieet~-of-~~e-e~~ftty~tre~stl~~r-t~-t~e-ee~Mty-~M-wMie~-tMe 

28 ~~tete-~s-pendin~-that-ai±-per~ene±-ta~e~-d~e-tlnci-te-beeeffle 

29 d~~-~awe-been-paid-in-fttii• :f the i~ventory and report shows 

lO assets sub~ect ~o the j;~risdiction of this state w~ict~ exceed 

31 ~~e ~o~~l gross valtle o~ ~~e amo~nr per~~ttpd ~~!e s~a~l esta~e 

3L 11:1dP~ r.he applicable prov.isic:'"l of sP.cticn 63S . .:., ~r.c c .... erL;. 

3.3 :;hal.~ r.errni:1ate t~e 3.et.~e::-s :.ss·.u:~d ;1r:der sccr..:.:::n 6J5.: '-N: thctl~. 

3~ perm~~ted ur•der section 635.3. :he executnr or admtnistrat.or 
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Sh.:l:.!.. cf'.t::) be requ.:..red tc pP.t~'-:'.)rl for ctdrn~n.:s:~rat:ion u[ li~e 

:2 P~;::.:,Le dS .~~i_ded .~· .. n cha_pter ~.13. 

3 Sec. 4. Sec~ion 63~.8. Code ISR9, :s amended to read as 

4 follows: 

') G35.8 CLOSING BY SWORN STATD!EN'l'. 

& 1. on:ess an interested persor1 petitions for 

7 admi11istration of the estate on a basls other than for a sm~ll 

8 estate within o"e-yeer- four rr.onths_ after letters of 

9 administration for a small estate are issued, if those letters 

10 o~ administration are not terminated under the provisions of 

ll section 635.7, any property of the estate sha!l the:l be free 

12 of debts and charges, :1nless a cl.um has been filed as 

13 provided in section 635.1~. Howe~er,-the-exeentor--or 

14 edmin±~tr-eto~-of-the-~mei±-estete-~heii-"~t-be-exo"ereted-fr-~~ 

15 debt~-e"d-eherqe~-of-the-e~tete-exee~t-e~-otherw±se-~ro~±ded 

16 in-thi~-ehepter,-e.,d-~hei~-be-~~bjeet-to-per~onel-r±eb~±±ty-~o 

l7 the-exteftt-pro~±deci-in-seetio.,-635,2 7-~~bseet~on-5,-~.,~-th~ 

18 pe~ied-~f-t~me-othe~w~~e-~~ovided-by-~aw~ 

~9 administrator is personally liable for the 

The execu:or o:: 

20 ang charges against t0e estate to the exter.t the assets_~he 

2l estate would be sub"ect t<) the_ payment_'2i.___!_hose debt~n<:! 

22 charges under estate administrationothe;r :han a small estate"_ 

23 2. The executor or administra:or shall file with the cour: 

24 & c~os~ng statement with1n n~ne six mon:hs from the date o~ 

25 issuance of the letters of appointment, and :he closing 

26 statement shall be verified or affirmed tinder penalty oE 

27 perjury, stating all of the following: 

28 a. To the best knowledge of the persor1, the grcss value 

29 the estate sub]ecc to the ~urisdiction of tnls state does no: 

30 exceed the amount permitted the small estate under the 

31 applicable provision of section 635.!. 

32 b. The estate has been fully administered, dispersed, and 

33 d1stributed to persons enti:led the~ete to the estate and a 

34 description of the disbursement and dis:ribut:on of che estate 

35 1ncluding an accurate desc:iption of all the ::eal estate of 
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i. 1Nhich the decedP:nt. ~~ed seized, ~~Ldtinq :he n'"'r;ire and ex~_ent 

) of the interest ~~ere±~ l~ the real esta~.e and its 

.1 dispo0ition. 

4 c. A copy of the clos~ng statement has been sent to all 

5 dislribtttees of the estate and to all known creditars and a 

6 full accou:1t in writing of the adm~n1strat~on of the es~ate 

7 has been furnished to the distributees w~ose interests are 

8 affected. 

9 3. If no actions or proceedings involving the estate are 

10 pending in the court el'le-year sixty days after the c~osing 

ll state~ent is filed, the estate shall close and the cler~ shall 

12 discharge the adminis~rator or executor. 

13 4. The 

14 the amount 

closing 

of fees 

statement shall include a statement as to 

paid for services rendered by the executor 

!5 or ad~inistrator and the executor's or administrato:'s 

16 attorney 1n admin1stration of the estate. The :ees for the 

17 executor or administrator and the executor's or 

18 administrator's attorney shall not be in excess of the fees 

19 permitted by sectlon n33.197. 

20 5. A closing statement filed under this section has the 

21 same effect as final settlement of the estate under chapter 

22 633. 

23 Sec. 5. Section 635.9, Code :989, 1s amended to read as 

7.·1 follows: 

2~ 635.9 PETITION FOR ADMINISTRATION ON OTHER 3ASIS. 

26 At any time within u~p-yea~ ~o~r ~onths after :etters of 

77 administratiOJl are iss~ed for a small esrate, a~y interested 

2A perso~ ~ay petitio~ for appointment of a~ exeCii~or or 

'.!9 administrator :·or admi~lstratior. of ~he es!:aLe -::-che~ than dS a 

JC s~a:: estate. ;~ that eve~t ~he cle:k shal.l ::c~t;_fy ~he pPrsc:1 

31 ~o~di:tg ~er~ers of cippoint~erlt fer ;!dmin~stra:io:1 of a sma~: 

32 estJte ~y ordinary mail not :ess ~ha11 te~ ddvs bc~nre a 

3'3 heari-:g c:-: t~P pc~:t.:...)rL The r.o:-.i.ce sr:all LP d.:.r-Pc::ed -.o ::~:e 

31 exec~:~or o: admi~:stratcr ut '_he smal: es:a~e at :.:1c 

3S PxeC!ltcr's or adrnl:lis~ra~or•s ~as~ known .~ddress ~s reL:ected 
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~. :.:: t.!~e pc~.;.tior: ~i~.Pd und2r. _.;c·c-.~:..H1 fiJS.7 or ::he ~.·epc.;~:t unJ 

2 .i.i·:·,.;e::: .. or::y :.:.l+:!J U!1cer section &33.161: ·.1t-:i .• ~h,:•ve:· ~::; C.i.-:.cd 

.1 12-tl'r. 

'l ~;ec:. 6. Sec~.:.o~ 635 . .:..3, Code 1989: is arr:~nded to :cad as 

I_; fellows: 

6 635.13 NOTICE -- CLAiMS. 

8 notice-ptir~tl8~t-~e-eeetien-63~~i3B--or-~ee~ie~-633~3e1~ If 2 

9 ~tit5..on for adm.inist!:"ation o~ a small es::ate of a decedent is 

10 granted, the notice as ora~ide~ in section 633.230 or sec=ion 

•• 633.304 shall i:1dicate adm1nistratior1 as a small estate. 

12 C~editors hav1ng claims against the estate must file them with 

13 the clerk within fot:r months ~rom the seco~d publication of 

14 the notice. The notice has the same force and effect as in 

15 chapter 633. 

16 Sec. 7. Secti.on 635.:4, Code 1989, is ame::ded to read as 

17 fol:ows: 

18 635.14 MINIMUM ?IME BEFORE ~ISTRIBUT:OS. 

19 The executor or administrator shall not distribute prope:ty 

20 oE the estate not exempt from execution, prior to si~ty-dey~ 

2: f.oL:_~ Inont.hs after the issuance of the letters of appo1n::ment. 

22 2XP:-ANATION 

23 Th1s bill provides for the administrat1on by a grandchild 

24 of a small esta:e where gross valtle of che estate does not 

25 exceed $15,000. The bill also provides that the name anci 

26 address of any surv1ving grandch1id 1s to be included 111 the 

27 petition for adm1nistration if the grandchild is an heir or 

28 beneficiary of the decede~t. 

29 The executor or administrator remains personally liable ~or 

30 the payment of debts and charges aga~nst the estate to the 

J: same extent as an executor cr administrator of any other 

32 estate. The time period within which the execlJtor or 

31 admirl~strator is to file a closing statement is shotte~ed [ro~' 

34 nine to s1x months. The esta=e :s to be closed 60 days 

35 (previously one year) after the filing of the closing 

-6-
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statement is filed, if no act<ons or proceedi•,qs tnvolving the 

2 estate are pending. The time within which a person may 

3 pet1tion Ear appointment of an executor or administration of 

4 the estate other than as a small estate 1s shortened from one 

5 year to four months after letters of administration are 

6 issued. Notice of the granting of a petition for 

7 administration as a small estate is to indicate administration 

8 as a small estate. 
9 The executor or administrator is not to distribute any 

\0 property not exempt from execution, prior to four months 

ll (previously 60 days) after the issuance of the letters of 

12 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 635.1, Code 1989, is amended to read as 
2 follows: 

3 635.1 WHEN APPLICABLE. 

4 1. When the gross value of the probate and nonprobate 

5 property of a decedent subject to the jurisdiction of this 

6 state does not exceed fifty thous~nd dollars in property 

7 subject to taxation under section 450.3, upon the petition of 

8 the spouse or a child of the decedent, the clerk shall issue 

9 to a resident of the state of Iowa designated by the 

10 petitioner letters of appointment of executor or administrator 

11 for administration of a small estate if either of the 

12 following occur: 

13 a. The decedent dies intestate and is survived by a 

14 spouse, or children, or both. 

15 b. The decedent leaves a last will and testament and-that 

16 w~~~-~s-ad~~tted-te-p~e~ate-~~t-the~e-~s-no-present 

17 ad~inist~atien and the only beneficiaries are a spouse, or 
18 children, or both. 

19 2. When the gross value of the probate and nonprobate 

20 property of a decedent subject to the jurisdiction of this 

21 state does not exceed fifteen thousand dollars in property 

22 subject to taxation under section 450.3, upon the petition of 

23 a parent or grandchild of the decedent the clerk shall issue 

24 to a resident of the state of Iowa designated by the 

25 petitioner, letters of appointment as executor or 

26 administrator for administration of a small estate if either 

27 of the following occur: 

28 a. The decedent dies intestate without a surviving spouse 

29 or i~~~e children but with a surviving parent or parents or 

30 surviving grandchild or grandchildren. 

31 b. The decedent dies without a surviving spouse or i~s~e 

32 children and leaves a last will and testament and-that-witt-is 

33 admitted-to-p~obate-~nt-there-~s-no-present-ad~inistration and 

34 the only beneficiaries are a surviving parent or parents or 

35 surv~v~ng grandchild or grandchildren. 

-1-
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1 3. When the entire estate of the decedent does not exceed 

2 the sum of ten thousand dollars after deducting the debts, as 

3 defined in chapter 450, upon the petition of a person related 

4 within the fourth degree of consanguinity to the decedent, the 

5 clerk shall issue to a resident of the state of Iowa 

6 designated by the petitioner, letters of appointment as 

7 executor or administrator for a~~inistration of a small estate 

8 if either of the following occur: 

9 a. The decedent dies intestate without a surviving spouse, 

10 issue, or parent, but with heirs that are all within the 

11 fourth degree of consanguinity. 

12 b. The decedent dies without a surviving spouse, issue, or 

13 parent, and leaves a last will and testament a~d-thet-w~%%-~~ 

14 adm±tted-to-proeate-e~t-there-±~-~o-pre~e"t-adm±"±~tret±o~ and 

15 the only beneficiaries are surviving persons related to the 

16 decedent within the fourth degree of consanguinity. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 635.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 635.2 PETITION REQUIREMENTS. 

20 The petition for administration of a small estate must 

21 contain the following: 

22 

23 

1. The name, domicile£ and date of death of the decedent. 

2. The name and address of the 

24 the name and address of each child 

surviving spouse, if any, 

of the decedent, e"d the 

25 name and address of each parent of the decedent, if the parent 

26 is an heir or beneficiary of the decedent, and the name and 

27 address of each grandchild of the decedent if the grandchild 

28 is an heir or beneficiary of the decedent, unless none are 

29 beneficiaries under the will of the decedent and the name and 

30 address of each relative within the fourth degree of 

31 consanguinity of the decedent who is an heir or beneficiary of 

32 the decedent, unless none are beneficiaries under the will of 

33 the decedent. 

34 3. Whether a-w±%%-ha~-bee"-admitted-w±tho~t-pre~e"t 

35 edm±"±~tratio" the decedent died intestate or testate, and, if 

-2-
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l testate, the date of the will. 

2 4. A statement that the ~rebate and non~robate ~roperty of 

3 the decedent subject to the jurisdiction of this state does 

4 not have an aggregate gross value of more than the amount 

5 permitted under the provisions of section 635.1. 

6 5. A-~eae~mene-t~at-~ee±t±ene~-ag~ee~-to-b~-~e~:onaiiy 

7 i±ab%~-ter-t~e-~aym~nt-of-e~bt~-ane-eharge~-aga±n~e-the-~~ta~e 

8 ee-the-extent-th~-assets-ef-the-~state-wo~%e-be-s~bjeee-ee-the 

9 payment-ef-ehese-debts-and-e~a~ge~-aneer-e~eate-aem±n±strat±en 

10 ee~er-than-for-a-sma%%-estaee. The name and address of the 

11 proposed executor or administrator. 

12 6.--A-statement-t~at-pet±t±ener-ag~ees-to-eeeo~nt-ee-any 

13 per~ona%-~ep~esentat±~~-for-at%-as~ets-ef-the-~state-eem±ng 

14 ±nte-the-posse~s±en-ef-pet±e±ener,-±f-a-pe~senai 

15 representae±~e-±s-appo±neee-fo~-aem±n±st~at±en-ef-the-estate 

16 other-than-fe~-a-sma%%-eseate• 

17 Sec. 3. Section 635.7, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 635.7 REPORT AND INVENTORY-- SHOWING GREATER GROSS VALUE. 

20 The executor or administrator is required to file the 

21 report and inventory for which provision is made in section 

22 633.361. Nothing in sections 635.1 to 635.3 shall exempt the 

23 executor or administrator from complying with the requirements 

24 of section 422.27, 450.22 or 450.58, or the clerk from 

25 complying with the requirements of section 633.481. Howe~e~, 

26 e~e-~xee~tor-or-aem±n±straeor-±s-exempted-from-f±i±ng-the 

27 ee~t±f±eate-of-ehe-eo~nty-treas~~er-~n-ehe-eoaney-in-wh±eh-the 

28 estate-i~-pene±ng-ehae-a%%-personai-taxes-e~e-ane-eo-beeome 

29 dae-ha~e-been-pa±d-±n-fa±±• If the inventory and report shows 

30 assets subject to the jurisdiction of this state which exceed 

31 the total gross value of the amount permitted the small estate 

32 under the applicable provision of section 635.1, the clerk 

33 shall terminate the letters issued under section 635.1 without 

34 prejudice to the rights of persons who delivered property as 

35 permitted under section 635.3. The executor or administrator 
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1 shall then be required to petition for administration of the 

2 estate as provided in chapter 633. 

3 Sec. 4. Section 635.8, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

4 follows: 

5 635.8 CLOSING BY SWORN STATEMENT. 

6 1. Unless an interested person petitions for 

7 administration of the estate on a basis other than for a small 

8 estate within one-yea~ four months after letters of 

9 administration for a small estate are issued, if those letters 

10 of administration are not terminated under the provisions of 

11 section 635.7, any property of the estate shall then be free 

12 of debts and charges, unless a claim has been filed as 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

13 provided in section 635.13. Howeve~,-the-exeeato~-o~ 

edmini~t~ato~-of-the-~mett-e~tate-~hett-not-be-exone~ated-f~om 

debt~-end-ehe~~e~-of-the-estate-exee~t-a~-othe~wise-~~ovided 

in-this-eha~te~,-end-sha±t-be-sab;eet-to-~e~~ona%-±iebi±ity-to 

the-extent-p~ovided-in-~eetion-6as.%,-sab~eetion-S,-fo~-the 

~e~iod-of-time-othe~wise-p~ovided-by-±ew. The executor or 

administrator is personally liable for the payment of debts 

and charges against the estate to the extent the assets of the 

estate would be subject to the payment of those debts and 

charges under estate administration other than a small estate. 

23 
24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

2. The executor or administrator shall file with the court 

a closing statement within nine six months from the date of 

issuance of the letters of appointment, and the closing 

statement shall be verified or affirmed under penalty of 

perjury, stating all of the following: 

a. To the best knowledge of the person, the gross value of 

the estate subject to the jurisdiction of this state does not 

exceed the amount permitted the small estate under the 

applicable provision of section 635.1. 

b. The estate has been fully administered, dispersed, and 

distributed to persons entitled the~eto to the estate and a 
34 description of the disbursement and distribution of the estate 

35 including an accurate description of all the real estate of 
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l which the decedent died seized, stating the nature and extent 

2 of the interest t~erein in the real estate and its 

3 disposition. 

4 c. A ccpy of the closing statement has been sent to all 

5 distributees of the estate and to all known creditors and a 

6 full account ~n writing of the administration of the estate 

7 has been furnished to the distributees whose i~terests are 

8 affected. 

9 3. If no actions or proceedings involving the estate are 

10 pending in the court one-year sixty days after the closing 

11 statement is filed, the estate shall close and the clerk shall 

12 discharge the administrator or executor. 

13 4. The closing statement shall include a statement as to 

14 the amount of fees paid for services rendered by the executor 

15 or administrator and the executor's or administrator's 

16 attorney in administration of the estate. The fees for the 

17 executor or administrator and the executor's or 

18 administrator's attorney shall not be in excess of the fees 

19 permitted by section 633.197. 

20 5. A closing statement filed under this section has the 

21 same effect as final settlement of the estate under chapter 

22 633. 

23 Sec. 5. Section 635.9, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

24 follows: 

25 635.9 PETITION FOR ADMINISTRATION ON OTHER BASIS. 

26 At any time within one-year four months after letters of 

27 administration are issued for a small estate, any interested 

28 person may petition for appointment of an executor or 

29 administrator for administration of the estate other than as a 

30 small estate. In that event the clerk shall notify the person 

31 holding letters of appointment for administration of a small 

32 estate by ordinary mail not less than ten days before a 

33 hearing on the petition. The notice shall be directed to the 

34 executor or administrator of the small estate at the 

35 executor's or administrator's last known address as reflected 
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l in the petition filed under section 635.2 or the report and 

2 inventory filed under section 633.361, whichever is filed 

3 later. 

4 Sec. 6. Section 635.13, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

5 follows: 

6 635.13 NOTICE -- CLAIMS. 

7 ~~e-e~ee~te~-or-aam~~±~trater-ef-a-small-estate-may-p~bl~s~ 

8 ~et~ee-p~~s~a~t-to-~eet~o~-633~r36-or-seet~e~-633~364~ If a 

9 petition for administration of a small estate of a decedent is 

10 granted, the notice as provided in section 633.230 or section 

11 633.304 shall indicate administration as a small estate. 

12 Creditors having claims against the estate must file them with 

13 the clerk within four months from the second publication of 

14 the notice. The notice has the same force and effect as in 

15 chapter 633. 

16 Sec. 7. Section 635.14, Code 1989, lS amended to read as 

17 follows: 

18 635.14 MINIMUM TIME BEFORE DISTRIBUTION. 

19 The executor or administrator shall not distribute property 

20 of the estate not exempt from execution, prior to ~±~ty-aays 

21 four months after the issuance of the letters of appointment. 

22 EXPLANATION 

23 This bill provides for the administration by a grandchild 

24 of a small estate where gross value of the estate does not 

25 exceed $15,000. The bill also provides that the name and 

26 address of any surviving grandchild is to be included in the 

27 petition for administration if the grandchild is an heir or 

28 beneficiary of the decedent. 

29 The executor or administrator remains personally liable for 

30 the payment of debts and charges against the estate to the 

31 same extent as an executor or administrator of any other 

32 estate. The time period within which the executor or 

33 administrator is to file a closing statement is shortened from 

34 nine to six months. The estate is to be closed 60 days 

35 (previously one year) after the filing of the closing 

-6-
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l statement is filed, if no actions or proceedings involving the 

2 estate are pending. The time within which a person may 

3 petition for appointment of an executor or administration of 

4 the estate other than as a small estate is shortened from one 

5 year to four months after letters of administration are 

6 issued. Notice of the granting of a petition for 

7 administration as a small estate is to indicate administration 
8 as a small estate. 

9 The executor or administrator is not to distribute any 

10 property not exempt from execution, prior to four months 

ll (previously 60 days) after the issuance of the letters of 
12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

appointment. 
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SENATE fit.E c;o6 

AN ACT 

Rf:L"TtNI'; TO TIIF. AOMJNISTRAT!Otl OY SMLt, E:~TATF.S. 

nr IT F.NACTt:O 8'{ TifF. f;F.NF.PAf, ASSr.,..At..Y or THE STATE or JOW~: 

Sr<::tion I. ~Pet ton 151';.1, Cod~ 19A9, ls lUIIPnde~ to re-ad as 
(oll()WS: 

6.1<;.1 WHF:N APrt..ICAfH .. F.. 

I. Whpn t·h~ qro~s valuf!' of thP. probate and nonprobate 
ptopt>rty of ct tiPC(>d~nt: !tuhjl!ct. to th~ jurhdletlon o( tM!t 

!ltAtP dol"' not ~l{CPt-d fifty thou!land doll~rs In pro~rt.y 
oquhjf'ct to t.~·uation undf!r se-ct.lon C~O.J, upon theo petition of 

t.hf> ~PO•J!'tP or ,, child or the decedent, thP clet._ shall iasu~ 

to " res idcnt o( thP !Jtat.f! of I ova cleslqn~tted by the 
~,,.tit i<1nrr l~t.tPr!l of appolntr~~~nt. of @x•cut(')r or adt~lnlstrator 
for c'ldmini!otration of a !lmall P!JtatP if elt:h~r of thto 

followinq OCCltr: 

a. ThP rh.•cf>rlpnt dif>!!J lnt.estat.P and l!t ~urvlvf"d by a 
~fi<"I•JSI', or chi ldrrn, or both. 

b. Thr drcrdP.nl. leav~!l a last vi 11 and tf!star~~P.nt fUtd-thftt 

w\ I l- t ~ -~titl"'\ t-t-rd · t-~ -protlat~-b"t: .. t:hf!l'e- h -t~c-lnf!'!tf!"t' 

illlfllliftt~trt~~t'il'\" .and the only b('nP.fi.r.iarl~s ar~ a spous~. or 

rhildrf>n, or bo1h. 

2. Wh~n the qro9s valuP or thf> prQhat~ and nonpr(')batl" 

rHnJlH\y or a d~c~dPnt !Uit:ljP.(7t t.o th~ juri!tdict lQn of this 

• • S~n.ttf! fi lP ')'/)6, p. 2 

!Hat!"' doP.~ not ~•cP.-d ftrtl'eon thous.Jnd dollars tn prop1'!'tty 

subjP.ct to taxation undt"r eectton 4SO.l. upon the ~t:Hlon or 
~ parP.n~. 2.!......!1~:!!1~':=!'_~~ or the df!'cP.df'!'nt lh!! cler\ shall lssu~ 

to a resident or the state of Jova deslqnated by the 
petitioner, lP.ttera of appolnt~ent as executor or 

adl'llint!ltrator for ad•lnhtutlon of a StUll utat:f' If !'ithPr 

of the followlnq occur: 

a. The decedent dlea Intestate without a survlvinq apouBe 
or taaee £~11dren but with a aurvlvlnq parent or parents 2! 

!unl!Jng onndchlld or trand~_I~J.-~~-~· 
b. The decedent dles without a survl•lnq spouse or lssae 

£~11dr•! and lea•ea • last will and te•ta~nt aR•-that-wllt-l~ 
•~•itte~-te-pre .. te-h•t-t~ere-ie-ft&-preleRt-a'-lRiat~atieft and 
the only b&neflclarle• are a survtvlnq parent or parents ~ 
eur•~~~andchlld or oran~~hlldren. 

l. When the entire estate of the decedent doea not exe~ed 
the euM of ten thou•and dol lara after deductlnq the debts, aft 
~efln~d !n chapter 4SO, upon the petition of a perBon related 
within the fourth degree or conunqulnlty to th• decedent, th~ 

cler- shall lesue to a resident of the atate of Ia-a 
deeiqnated by the petltloner, letters o! appolnt~ent as 
executor or- a&llnhtl'ator for ad•lntstratlon of a eJRall eBhte 
lf either of the followln9 oceurt 

a. The decedent dlea lnte1tate without a eurvlvlnq spouse, 
laeue. or parent, but wlth helre that are all within the 
fourth d1t9ree of conaantutnltp. 

b, The decedent dlee without a eur•t•ln9 epouae, leeue, or 
parent, and leave• a laet wlll and teata-.nt an•-~hat-wtll-•• 
a&.ltted-te-prekate-h•t-t~ere-ia-fte-p•eaent-ad••fttst~atlen and 

th~ only beneflciarlea are aur•lvlng ~r1ons related to the 
decedent within the fourth d .. ree ot conaan9ulnlty. 

Sec. 1. Section 6JS.2, Cod• ltlt. 11 ••end•d to read as 
follows: 

lil'i.2 PETITION RCOUIREIU!'Iftl, 

en .... 
~ 



~~n~tP rilP \O~. p. 

Thr pPtiPinrr for i'JdMinistrc)tlon of ill~""'''' P!f.~,,t.c rnu~~ot 

r~nt~in tt·~ rnll0winQ: 
I. Th~ n,\mr. doll'lici1P_. ;,nc) oiatf' of r)~at.h of thP. df!t:l!dent. 

Thr n,:r,mr "'fld .tdr'ln·~<; (If ,,~ !itlrViVInQ ~poU~Jf!'. u· any. 

tlrr• P.HM' .UHJ ,HtdTPf,$ of f'ACh Child Of th.- d~CPd.-nt, fll'ltt thP. 
n;•m" ,,,.d ,,{\•lrf>!; ... nf ,..,v;h parPflt o[ th~ clccPd~nt., if the- p.ufi:Onl 
1<: ,)n hrir or t-Pnrfi•:icuy of the di!!'<:P.dent .• {lrtd _ _!:_he _ _!!.am~_!nd 

ilcldrr!'!s. n( f'M""h 9.ra~~rh_l)d .. £f ~h~~.d~~~~«".'!.!:. !f._t_.hr __ 9ra~_dc~il~ 
i!> ,,n h('il .~r -~P.n~_ti.cJ.~!.l'._o.~_.th_!_d_!c~d('.!!.t• unlt-!'1!1 nonf! ar• 
hPnPfici~ric~ 1111d~r thP viii of the d~c•dPnt and th~ naM~ an~ 
;Hfdrt'!>~ of Par·h rPlat.ivr vit.hin thP fourth deqre-P. of 

conqnc, .. linity o( t.nP •lP.Cf!'d~nt who Is an hP.lr or bl!!'nrrlcl .. ry of 

th_. ,j.,.c~d('nt. unless nonP c'UP bP.nt"flclariP9 undl!r the vlll of 
t hr dP.<."('~Pnt. 

'. Whc-tlwr l'll··wt \ t .,l!l!t-bo~~n-ed,... tte-d- witt.e~l'lt-p1"f!'!U!,t 

"'"'llltr•d·~tr~h"'" ~-~~ .-~~c.~~h.'f'!~d~_f!.d }_~t.~!!.t~_!_P. C?.!- t~_!'.h~!L a.t:t!!J. lf 
tt'st-ttr, thP dat<' of -~t'le_~ill. 

6. A s~.)l."'"""~nt. that ~.he prohatf! and nonprohatP. propPrty of 

thP df!'c_.d,..nt ~•Jbft>d to thl! jurl~dict.ion of this statP does 
nnt h,wr ,,n aqqrPq-'tP qrog~ v~tlup of JI\Or~ t.han tt'le a~unl 
pPrr~~ittf'd un•l,., t.hP provi9lon" of se-ction 635.1. 

c;. A· ~t"fltPIII~~'~'t-- t'tt~t -l"~eiHc"~" -aqrP.f'!!!l- to··tii!'-C'I!f'!IIOf'leUy 
••~h•~·~o~·thl'!'·pay~~"'t cf-~rb~~-e"d-eha~~es-ft1•+~st-thP-el't~ate 

t-"'· HIP l"'~~~"t- · ~~ .. ·· a!!l.,t-t"!'- ~~ -thP · ~st-ete -•nrt!d·· bp- !'ttbif'!~t- tc-thP 
r~tflll""'~ f'IP. thn1e- ··dpbt-'!"1 · al'ld-ehaf'CJP!!!-ttl'ufet"- Pl"'l-ete-e~tMit'lt: stt'ettc" 

M•htr the~t· fnr · tt- 'Mel~ -e,tl'll-~;- t:~~- "-""'..!' .. a~~- a~~~es.!!_ o(_ _the 

P.rQpo~_r-:1 .PlC ~cut<?.~. S'.!.. a-=.l~. ~J.:"t r~.t or .. 
6: ·A 1t",. to tllll"'l'lt Htlllt ··11et- + t ini'IP.r · eqf'el!!t · t-o- a~el"n,nt ··to~ -1!11\f 

r,.r~""'"'l·~fl!>r~'""""t-att•e-for -~tl·ft~.,~t~-nf-thP-P!IIt-etP-~nMtn~ 

;,t,., .. t-l<leo ~~~1 .. !'1ii"Jt'l··t)f· P"ttt•nn"r'"-+f· 1'1-pf'!f'!tf'l,,.i 
~"r'"(O'"'""'""' to h•,.- t ~ -ttrrt"; I'll-ed· ft:H' ~dM;"' t ~""~t +on ··f"Jf · tot<! I!' ·f!~t-a':':,. 

,.,,.11~r·tl1~"'·fn~··I'I·1~~~•·P.~tat~: 

s~c. ). SPc~irrn ~]"i .. 7, rod~ 19A9, jq c'lmf!'ndPd tn rPa~ a~ 
folio·.,!;: 

I, I'> J Rf.l'(l~T AN(l JNVf:NTORV · · SHOWtNC !';Rf:ATF.R GROSS VAt,UI:. 

SPnatP rll~ 506. p. • 

th'" eRt'cutor or adt~~1Tl1"trat.or i~ r~q1.11red to (\le t.h~ 

Cl!port and tnvrntory for vh1ch ptovlslon lA ~ad~!' In section 
613.161. Nothlnq •n eect.lons 615.1 t.o 6Jt;,l' ~hall eJ:P.lflpt thr 

to•~cutor or ad"'inlatrator !r~ cot~~plyinq vlt."' the t"f!qHiTP.ment!" 
of section C22.27, CS0.22 or 450.58, or th~ cl~rk fr~ 
cOfJiplylnq wlt.h thl! rrqtJire,.Pnt!fi of aectlon 6lJ.C81. Re•f'•~"' 

the-f':tee.,tor-er-a~~ifti&t'l'ater-il'l-f!-•elllpt~d-hM~-fil\-1'19-the­

ef!'f'tlfleate-ef·t~e-ee~ftty-treal'terer-i~-t~e-ee~~ty~lft-•hic~-t~• 

eatatr-i!-prftdl"t-that-afl-,.t'88ftal-tawe•-•ae-aftd-te-heee~r 

•~e-h••~-~een-peid-ift-f~liT If the \n•entcry an~ report ~hova 

•••eta eubject to the jurl•dletlon or thle stat• whlch e•ceed 
the total qro11 value of th• a~unt per•ltted the ,,.all eAtate 
und•r the applicable provlaion of section 63~.1, th• clerk 

ah*ll ter•lnate th• letters laaued under ••ctlon 51~.1 without 
pr~judlce to thl! riqhta of persona who detl~red property as 
per•itted under aectlon &35.1. The executor or ad,.\nlstratot 
shall then be required to petltlon for ad .. tnlstration of the 

eatat• !!__R_rovu" In eh•pter 6ll. 
Sec. 4. Section 6l~.e. Cod~ 1989, la aaPnd~ to read al't 

foliO"'• I 
6]~.8 CLOSING BY StiORN STATP.JfiZ'NT. 

1. U~le11 an lntereeted person ~tltlon• for 
a.,..inletntion ot tM e•t•t• on a baele oth~r thafl tor a small 

eatate wlthln eft~-,ear four .ant~~ after lettPre or 
•delnlatratlon for a ... 11 ••tat• ar~ l•au~. lr those l~ttera 

of •~lnietratlon are not ter•lnated and•r the prowlelons of 
section 6JS.7, •ny property of thw wat•te shall then be tree 

of debts and eharqe~, unleaa a el1l• h•• been flle~_!! 
2rovided ln eeetlon 6JS.ll. ~wery-t~w-ewee~tet'-&f' 

··--· ··--·----------
ad~t:n+8trater-&f-the-a-.lt-••••t•-·~lil-~t-~e-I!W&~eratPd-frelll 

4P~~l't-af'l'-ehar,~&-ef-the-est•~•-••..,.·••-e~~r~wl!'te-pro•+~e~ 

tn-t-his-ehspterr-&ftd-shall-~·•i•Jta•~---~recftelpltabiltty-to 
~he·e•tPnt-pre•t:d~~-t:ft-seett&ft-ltlt.t ... he&etleft-~r-f~t'-th~ 
,e r \&tt -of-t +•P-eth~r•t ae -pp&wt:ae-t -tty- law..- ~~....!.!! cu t.o~~ 

~f!'l !!_I. sl_r.ator .. ..!.!..P!t ~na 11Y.2.!.!~.!~-_f_~hw .P'IJ'"t'!!.t _o_!_~_ebt s 



!;r•n,,,,. ,.,}_,~,of,, p . ., 

-'"'' ch<HCJf"~ •l9'1ifl~_t _t!'~ .. ~c;_t<'Jt ~ _t~ t.h(' f'xtr.nt ~!'.~_~!tti_~~~--?.:L th~ 

1•:-.1.11_. v"uld hC'_!!-~hjP.ct to t:_h~_!,.,Y'::'~'l~--0·~---!t\O!H' d~_b_t.s a!'ll 

r-turg .. :: ltnd•~r ~.:O'·''.t'"' .!'dr.~i~tntr_at.ion othPr th .. ':l_,-. ___ f!_"'~]l __ ~at~-~e. 
Tt,. *'""f:"•II<H nr ,.,l,.,tni~;tt'i'ltot ~hall filP vit.h t.h~ court 

,, r:ln<;tn•l q;t,llf''"''''t wit.hin ,..;,,. si• month~ frolfl t.h~ r)at(' of 

,c;,.,,,m·f> ,,r thf' l .. ttf'r!i of •lppotntmPnt, and thl!" clo~inq 

._,,ltPmrnt o;h,\11 b~ V(>fifif'ol f)r <lfflrll\~1) \llltl~r ("~nalty Q{ 

pE"riury. :;t.o~tin'l .111 or thp rotlovinq: 

-"· To thP b~~~ \:nowle-dq~ or thP p~rson, t.hP qross vatu~ of 

thr. e~•t.:ttP !<uhjl!'ct to t.hP )uri~dictlon or thi!l stat~!' doPs not 

~xc.,,d thP .-.mount pP.rl'l'littt'd th~ Srttall f!'!lt.atP un(IPr thl!' 

.1pfll irclbl~ provl~lon of !1-P.ctlon 6.15.1. 

b. The e~tat~ ha~ be~n fully admini!lt@red, dl9per~P.d, a~d 

di<~t. r lbntf'd to p~r~on!l P.nt i. t.lPcl .,.,~rPh'l ~?_.t_~!' _f!'!ltate and 11 

d.-~q·lr' ion or thP di!lbursl!'rnP.nt and distribution or t:hlf!' P.Bt<1te 

in("IIHlirHJ Ctrl ar:curatE> df'<~cr ipt. ion of all t.hP. rt'al e~t~teo or 
...-hich th(" df'CP(I('nt. died S<'iu~d. •tat1ng the- nat.ltre and e-.teont 

of rhr '"r .. ro·~t t:-t<llf!'rfl!i" ~n _t.h~ _real P!!.latP anti its 

•li!"·f¥l~ll. inn. 

t:. r. •·opy of t.hP rlo!!.inq ~t.at:f'l'l'l~nl hag bP.Pn sent. to all 

diqfrih•Jt~r<> c1f the- Pstate and to all known cr~ditora .~tnd a 

full ~r:c:ount in wrlt.lnq of t.he acll'l'llnlBtration or thf!' egtat.­

h,,s tor•~n futnishNl tQ thP distributPPS who!lt' tnt.t>rl!'ats arP. 

)If f•rt pi). 

1. (f no actions or proc'!<'rJlnq!) involving thte lf!'"t.ate are 

ppndinq in thP comt. Ol'lP·yf!'et" !liX!.l' .. ~!ll'~ aftP.r ttle closinCJ 

<>t.at••mr-nt is t i 1<'#), the f!'~tat.l:' !)hall clo!~P. and t.hf!' cler\: shall 

tli5r.h<tt''l(> HH~ ad~t~lni~t:rator or P:~~e-cutor. 

4. Thp closinq stat~m~nt gh,.ll include ll at.atef!'l~nt as to 

t.hP ~mno1nt of fPP!I p4ld ror sP.rv)c~~ r~nclered by thl!' ~:~~~cutor 

()f ~~ministrator ~nd lh~ rwrcut.or's or admini~trat.or's 

alt!lrn~y 111 ad~ini,tr~t.inn of th~ p~t4t~. Th~ fP.r!!. for th~ 

(>'lt~(·tltor or arltllini!'l.t t,"ltor and t.hP f'XP<:utor '9 or 

administrator·5 attornPy ~hall not bP in ~rc~s~ of t.h~ r~~~ 

pPrmitt.rti t1y !:r.P('tion r..l.l.\97. 

• Sen~t~ file- \06, p. 

5. A cloftJng stat~nt fll~d und~r thl~ ~Pctlon he~ th~ 

sa~P. er!Pct a~ fln .. t settle~~nt of the ~stat.~ und~r chllpt~r 

61.1. 

Sec. ~. S~ctlon 61~.9# Code 19~9, I~ af!'lend~d to rf!'ad as 

follmu: 

63\.9 PntTION raft ADflfiNISTftATlON ON amn BASIS. 

At any t: iiiiiP. vlthln ornt-yur ~.our ~nth~ a Her l~tteu of 

•dtdnhltratlof'l are lseu~d for a e~~~tll eetate, 8f'IJ lntf!rest.Pd 

pereon ~•f ~tltlon for appoint-.nt of an executor or 

ad~lnletrator for a&.lnlstratlon of the ••tate other than 8$ a 

ert~ell estat.e. In that •vent the eletk ehall not Uy the penon 

holding letter• of appolf'ltaent fot ad~lnlstratlon of a aa.all 

estate bf crdlna~y .. 11 not lrse than ten days before a 

h~arlnq on the petition. ~h~ notice shall be directed to th~ 

eaecutor or act.inhtntor of the aNll eatat• at thft 

e•P.cutoT's o~ a~lniatrator'a last known address aa reflected 

ln the petition flled under aectlon 63S.2 or the report and 

inventory filed undP.r 5•ctlon 611.151, whichever l~ !llted 

later. 

S•c. 6. Section 63~.11, Code 1989, la •~~nded to rP.ad as 

follows: 

615.11 WOT!CE --CLAIMS. 
9~e-e•eeatoT-or-•••\ftietreter-ef-e-..etl-~'tet~-Mey-p•~li~h 

ftetie~-pareeeftt-te-seette~-6~!TIJ8-&r-eeett&~-6JJTJ84T ~~ 

e!Utlon for adlllnl•tntlon of • ... u est~te of -~ ... deceden!_!! 

tun~~· the notice 11 ptOYlded 1n aection 631.210 or ~~-ctlof'l 

6ll.J04 shill lndlcate adlllnlatratlon •• • aaall ea~_ate. 

Credl ton hevlnq cl•hlll lfllf'llt th• eatlte tWet file thel'fl wl t':h 

the cler~ wlthln four .onths fr~ the second publication of 

the notice. The notice hal the .. ~e force and effect as 1n 

cheptt!-r 5.1]. 

Sec. 7. Sectlof'l 615.1•, Code Ult, ls a"'end~d to read a!l 

follows: 

6.15.14 •rNJ""" 71•< B!POittr Olet'IIIIIIIT!ON. 

0) .,. 
Cll g 
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The executor or administrator shall not distribute property 

of the estate not exempt from execution, prior to ~ixty-eey~ 

four months after the issuance of the letters of appointment. 

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN 
President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 
Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 506, Seventy-third General Assembly. 
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