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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the destruction of ~he contents of an origi~al 
2 court file. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S . F • _!j_fJ_j_ H.F. 

l Section 1. Section 602.8103, subsection 3, Code 1989, lS 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. After the original record :s reproduced and after 

4 approval of a majority of the JUdges of the d1strict court by 

5 court order, destroy the original records including, but not 

6 limited to, dockets, journals, scrapbooks, files, and marriage 

7 license applications. The order shall state the speciftc 

8 records which are to be destroyed. An original court file 

9 shall not be destroyed until after-ten-year~-from-the-date-a 

10 deeree-or-;ndgment-entry-~~-~igned-and-entered-of-reeord-and 

11 after the contents have been reproduced,-bnt-if-the-matter-is 

12 dismissed-with-pre;nd~e~-before-jndgment-or-deeree,-the 

13 origina±-fi±e-may-be-degtroyed-one-year-from-~he-date-of-the 

14 dismi~~ai-and-after-it~-reprodnetion-is-anthori~ed-end 

15 eompleted-as-provided-~n-this-snbseetion. As used in this 

16 subsection and subsection 4, ''destroy'' includes the 

17 transmission of the or1ginal records which are of general 

18 historical interest to any recognized htstoricai scciety or 

19 association. 

20 EXP~ANATION 

21 This bill provides that the clerk of ~he distr1ct courc may 

22 destroy an original court file af~er the conte~ts have bePn 

23 reprod:Jced and strikes lang~age which currently req~ires t~e 

24 clerk to wait for te1: years from the datP ~he decr2e o~ 

25 jt1dgmer1t is ~ntered. 
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1 An Act relating to the destruction oE the contents of an original 
2 court file. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.8103, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. After the original record is reproduced and after 

4 approval of a majority of the judges of the district court by 

5 court order, destroy the original records including, but not 

6 limited to, dockets, journals, scrapbooks, files, and marriage 

7 license applications. The order shall state the specific 

8 records which are to be destroyed. An original court file 

9 shall not be destroyed until ef~e~-~en-yee~~-frem-the-date-e 

10 eeeree-er-;~dgment-entry-±~-~±gned-and-entered-ef-reee~d-ene 

11 after the contents have been reproduced, b~t-±f-the-metter-i~ 

12 ei~m±~~ee-w±~h-pre;~d±ee-before-;~egment-er-deeree,-the 

13 erig±nai-f±ie-may-be-destreyee-ene-yeer-frem-the-dete-of-the 

14 e±~m±~~ai-end-after-±t~-repred~etien-±s-a~therized-end 

15 eempieted-e~-prev±ded-in-th±s-~~b~eetien. As used in this 

16 subsection and subsection 4, "destroy" includes the 

17 transmission of the original records which are of general 

18 historical interest to any recognized historical society or 

19 association. 

20 EXPLANATION 

21 This bill provides that the clerk of the district court may 

22 destroy an original court file after the contents have been 

23 reproduced and strikes language which currently requires the 

24 clerk to wait for ten years from the date the decree or 

25 judgment is entered. 
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-1-

LSB 2673SC 73 

mjjjw/5 



SI:NATF. FILE 491 

Ml AC'f 

RELATING 70 TKE Dl:STRliC1'ION or rH£ CON'?F.NTS OF AN ORIGI~Al 

COURT FILE. 

B!: IT £NACT£0 BY tHF. GENERAl, ASSt~3~.:i Of 1'Ht~ STATE Of IO~P.: 

Section 1. S..,ct.icn 602.8103, subsection), C:::de 1989, l~ 

am~nded to ceud as follows: 

3. After th~ oriqinal record :s reproduced and after 
appr::.·Jal of a fl'ajority of the )udqes of the di!>tri.ct court by 

court order, destroy the oriqinal records includlnq, but not 
limited to, dockets, journals, scrap~oo~s. files, and ~drr1age 

license applications. The order shall state the specific 

records which are to be destroyed. An or1qinal court file 

shall not b~ destroyed until ftfter-ten-yeer~-fro~-the-date·a 

deet~e -or- ;r;sd~J'I'ICI"'t' ··entry- i: ~- s t <:Jne<!- al'td- entered -of- t'eeerd-·a:nd 
a(ter the contents h~ve been r~produc~d7-bat-if-th~-J'I'Iatter-i~ 

di:~~i~~~d-wi:th-prei~Giee-befor~ -,adqMent-or-deerP.e;-the 

oriqil'tai-file-~a:y-b~-de~troyed-o"P.-year··froM-the-date-of-the 

di~mi:~sai-al'td-aft~r-its-reproduetion-i~··nat~orteed-and 

eo~pieted-e~-ptO¥td~d-i:n-thts-5~b~e~tiol't. As osed in this 

subsection and !;ub.:.P("tion 4, "•lestro;•'" include!; the 

~rans~iss!o~ o( th~ oriqinal rPcord~ whi~h ar~ of general 

• 
Scnat.e Fil~ 491, p. 2 

hl!>t.r:rir:<:~l int.P~c:;t t:o il:l'f rccogr'\i<:t•1i hLsto:lcal societ'j or 

~1SSOC'i<lt~on. 

JO ANtJ Z 1 ~lo!F.R:-\AN 

Prcsi~e~t of th~ Senate 

DONALD 0. AV~~SON 

Speaker of the House 

r nereby c~rt1fy that thi~ bill oriqtnat~d in the Senate and 

lS known as SenatP rile ~91, Seventy-tht.rd General Assembly. 

Approved _T_I)~j<,;}_, 

TF,RRY t:. RRANS1'A:"> 

Gov~rnor 

JOHN f. ~~ER 

Secrc~ary of thl! Scndte 

198~ 

en ., 
"" (j) ... 


