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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to the industrial services division oE the 

department of employment services, revising provisions 

governing deputy industrial corr~issioners, expanding 

provisions governing settlements in workers' compensation 

cases, and providing properly related matters. 
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BE IT EN!I.CTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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l Section 1. Section l9A.3, subsection 21, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

-~ commissioners. 

5 Sec. 2. Section 85.35, Code :989, is a~ended by addins the 

6 following new subsection: 

/ NEW SUoSECTION. 8. A substant~al portion nf the cla~med 

8 disability ts related to physical or mental ccndi:ions otl•er 

9 than those caused by the injury. 

10 Sec. 3. Section 86.2, Code 1989, :s a~ended to read as 

:.1 foL,Jws: 

12 86.2 APPOINTMENT 0~ DEPUTIES. 

13 The co~nissioner may appoint! clep~ty 

14 ~·--~hiaf deputy industrial commissioners for whose acts 

l.5 the commissioner is respons_~ple, who a~_e exemPt E_~_<?m the meri.t 

16 ~ystem prov.:s~o-~s of chapte!:" l.9P.., and who shall se"--'-r::_v_o:ec__::a:_:t:._-=.~he 

i1 oledsure of the cornrnissioner. 
llo.,...__,,~ -··· -··· 

18 ?. Deputy industrial corr@issio~e~s for whose ac~s the 

!.9 conunissione~ sl'-ld~i:-ee is re:.=;pcnsib} e and '-'lho shall serve 

20 dt:~in~ at the p:.easure of th~ com.n1.!.ss~oner:-enci-aJ.::r--~oeh. 

21 All chie~ deputies a~~ deputies must be lawyers ddn:itted to 

22 practice in th1s state. 

23 EXPLA~ATION 

24 This bill provides that t~e 1ndustrial commissio:1er may 

2S appoint more than one chief deputy industcia: commisstoner. 

26 All chief deputies would be exempc =rem the merit system, 

27 whereas other deputies would be subject to this provision. 

28 The bill also provides that a settlement in a worKers' 

29 compensation case may be approved under sect1on 85.35 i~ the 

30 case involves a dispute over whether a substantial portio~ of 

31 the claimed disability is re:ated co physical or mental 

32 conditions other than those caused by the injury. 
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" An Act relating to the industrial services division of the 

2 depa,tment of employment services, revising provisio~s 
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BE 

governi~g deputy industrial commissioners, expanding 

provisions governing settlements in workers' compensation 

cases, and providing properly related matters. 

IT ENI'.C'::'ED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE Of IOWA: 
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S.F. R. F. 

1 Section 1. Section 19A.3, subsection 21, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 21. A-e"ief Chief deputy industrial eoMmi~~ione~ 

4 commissioners. 

5 Sec. 2. Section 20.~, Code 1989, is amended by adding the 

6 following new subsection: 

7 NEW SUBSECTION. 13. Chief deputy industrial 

8 commissioners. 

9 Sec. 3. Section 85.35, Code 1989, is amended by adding the 

10 following new subsection: 

11 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. A substantial portion of the claimed 

12 disability is related to physical or mental conditions other 

13 than those caused by the injury. 

14 Sec. 4. Section 86.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 86.2 APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTIES. 

17 

18 

The commissioner may appointi ee~~~y 

l, Chief deputy industrial commissioners for whose acts 

19 the commissioner is responsible, who are exempt from the merit 

20 system provisions of chapter l9A and excluded from the 

21 provisions of chapter 20, and who shall serve at the pleasure 

22 of the commissioner. 

23 2. Deputy industrial commissioners for whose acts the 

24 commissioner ~"ail-be is responsible and who shall serve 

25 ett~in9 at the pleasure of the corr~issioner 1 -ane-aii-~tte"~ 

26 All chief deputies and deputies must be lawyers admitted to 

27 practice in this state. 
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31 
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33 
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EXPLANATION 

This bill provides that the industrial co~~issioner may 

appoint more than one chief deputy industrial commissioner. 

All chief deputies would be exempt from the merit system and 

excluded from the Public Emp:oyment Relations Act (collective 

bargaining), whereas other deputies would be subject to these 

provisions. 

The bill also provides that a set:lement in a workers' 
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S.F. ---- H.F. 

1 compensation case may be approved under section 85.35 if the 

2 case involves a dispute over whether a substantial portion of 

3 the claimed disability is related to physical or mental 

4 conditions other than those caused by the injury. 

5 

6 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

7 Deputy Commissioner -- Corrective Amendment. The 1987 
8 Session of the general assembly intended to exempt the chief 

9 deputy positions from merit and collective bargaining statutes 

10 but the intent language was inadvertently omitted. The 1988 

11 Session included an exemption from chapter 19A but omitted the 

12 exemptions from chapter 20. This language would codify the 

13 legislature's original intent in creating the positions of 

14 chief deputy industrial commissioner. 

15 Settlement in Contested Case. Simplification of the 
16 settlement procedures in section 85.35 will allow more time to 

17 be devoted by division personnel to cases where the parties 
18 are unable to reach agreement. This change is a limited 

19 expansion of the settlement provisions and the concept was 
20 suggested and supported by the Iowa Workers' Compensation 

21 Advisory Committee, Inc. and the Iowa Association of Workers' 

22 Compensation Lawyers, Inc. 
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SE:NA1'E l"I{.~; 44-\ 

AN AC1' 

REl.i\.:TlNG TO THE IUOUSTRIM. SI::RViCF.S OlVlSlON OF 'fHE: OEPARTH£N'I' 

Of [MPLOi'HEN'I' Sf.RV1CES, REVISING PROVISIONS GOVEH.NING OEPU'l''t 

INDUSTRIAL CO~~ISSJON£RS, EXPANDING PROVISIONS GOVERNING 

SE:TTL,EHEN'l'S IN WORI<f:RS' C0.'•4P£NSATION CASES, MID PROVIDING 

PA:OPF.RLY R&t.ATEO MA'\'t£RS, 

BE l'l' t:NAC'l'£0 BY Tt!E GENERAL ASSEMBI/i OF 'l'HR STAT£ OF JOHA: 

Section l. Section t9A.1, subsection 21, Code 1989, is 

amended to read as l'ollowtll 

21. A-ehief Chi~ deputy industrLa.l eotll.'lhstoner 

~~~~~~!!!· 

Sec. 2. Sectlon 85.35, Code 1989, is a~ended by ~ddioq the 

followin~ new subsection: 

~t:W ~UB~EC'FJON. a. A substantial portion of the claimed 

disability \s related to physical ot mental conditions other 

than tho9e cauaed by the injury. 

Sec. l. Section 86.2, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

!ollo.ws: 

86.2 APPOIHTHENT Or OEPU~tES. 

'l'he coCIU'I1iasionet may appoint:.. deputy 

1.:. _.£Q!.!L!!~~~. ! nd~~ ~ !__c~~ i. s~ ?ne.~. fo.£.. ~ho!.!._ ~.£1~ 

~-n~ S.9~.}.!! l on!!... ~.!.. ~ ~P.Q..f"!S i b !~.!. ~ho . ~!!...!.~~~ . ..I~ om.~~....!!!!£~ 

~'i.~~!~.....P€OV is !.~J -~~~...2~~.-!J~..!......!n~ ~ho .. ~hal~_!!!!.'!~.~-- ~he 
P.!!~~£C of _!!!.~isS).£!!!.£.!. 

~..!. _De~~l industrial commissioners for whose acts the 

cotnlnissloner shaH-he .!!. responsible <~~nd ~.tho shall StHve 

dttrinq ~~ the pleasure of the CO!Oroi.s.sioner7-&nd-aH-~ueh: 

~ 

s~nate File 4H, p. 2 

~L..E~'l.~!t_~~.e_'-!t.!..£~-~!~~ depuli~s c.ust be lawyers admitted to 
ptdctice in thi~ state. 
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President of th& Senate 
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