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2 :-. r:_ ' . " -· ; 
...... . . _, ,_ : 

S decPderlt's property l2ft at the institutiorl e~d sha~~ d2ll.ver 

6 th~ property to the dtl~y-appoin~ed-~e?rese~~a~±ve-ef-~~~ 

i Fjee~~:3cd ~~rson_ ~_es.i.g~ated b_y__ the_i~~e__!:o ?e _co~~ct_'=~_J_:~ 

8 cuse of an ~merce;lcv . 
. ---- ·-- ·----- ___ ...:_ ............ 

J. ~. ,_; ~ c ~ ,..;_.: ·": -~--

\_; .: .• ·v· ·- :,. 

~-.. :- '_· -~ . . -- ... --- .... :.-;,-. (:.., ~ < .. :=, -::: . - _._ < 

~-7 ~-~~-l lve::-c~t2_:~he rje __ sl~~_.:e6. o~rsol~ and t10 surv5.v.i.r:g ::;~-ouse c)r 

18 '.-·,~![ _;~ ~.-\·r·l:·~c•·.' .. , '-.no c•·n~r'ntenrle'\ 1' ,-1.-.a]'.L ""''""~'.-"'"' .. 1: ·'e 1 l\'P,... ;..·,-,,, - "- _.... _..,.. 1 .•. <._ • ._>;.,l.t-''-' _, ........ I.. ~l: . '-'•1'"'- .. ~ ..:.....:_ -....:._': ._, •. 

19 proper:~y ~nt~-mt::~~y t.o .. ~-h~_t~asu~e~o_t::_sta!:".~: ~o_::-_diS£:?.Si_t_:.oE:! 

20 ~1~~- L~'-·lai:nP.~_____E~~:y_ pursu~_nt to c~ .. ter_.?~,t) ... ~.f::.e£_cle~uct.:in_g_ 

2l ~~~~se~ i.ncu...!::..E_~ct i_..!2._ .d i s~si ng_()!_tl-Je._E_ect•r?P.n~ ~'oodyy_:_ 

22 P._r_sperty. 

23 EXPLANATION 

24 T~is bill provides for the delivery of a deceased inmate's 

25 pruperty by che department of corrections to the persor• 

2G designated by the ~nmate to be contacted in case of an 

2/ emergency. or where delivery to the designated person cannoL 

28 be made, the property will be delivered to the :nmate's 

29 surviving spouse or heir. Any unclaimed property is to be 

30 delivered lo the treasurer of state after expenses are 

31 deducted. 
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3Y (PROPOSED DEPART~ENT OF 
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Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

1 An Act provid:ng for delivering a deceased inmate's property to a 

2 designated person by the department of corrections. 

3 3E IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s.?. H. f. 

Section 1. Section 246.508, unnu~=~=~ paragraph 2, Code 

2 !~89, is amended to read as follows: 

3 Upon the death of an inmate, the s~~er :~tendent o~ the 

4 i~stitution shall immediately take pc=5e~ ·~ion of the 

5 decedent's property left at the insti:~t: :nand sha:: deliver 

6 t~e property to the dtt!y-ep?O~~ted-re~re~--~~tet~~e-of-tke 

7 cieeeaged person designated by the in~~:e :o be contacted in 

8 case of an emergency. However, if eci~=~~·:tretion-~g-~ot 

9 ~ranted-with~n-one-year-fro~-tke-date-ef--~he-deeth-ef-the 

lO cieeedent-and-the-va!tte-of-the-egtete-ef-~-:eedent-ig-ge-gmei! 

ll eg-to-meke-the-granting-of-ad~inigtre~ie~--inadvigebie 7 -then 

12 ciei~very-of-the-money-and-other the p:op~':ty left by the 

13 decedent cannot be delivered to the deslc-nated persc~. 

14 delivery may be made to the surviving spc: ·.;.;se or an heir of the 

15 decedent. If adm~nigtrat~on-ig-not-qren~-ed-within-ene-year 

16 from-the-death-of-deeedent the decedent'~, property cannot be 

17 delivered to the designated person and ~~- surviving spouse or 

18 heir is known, the superintendent shall =~envert deliver the 

19 p:operty into-money to the treasurer of ~~:ate for disoosition 

to chaote. 556, after deductina 20 as unclaimed oroperty pursuant 

21 expenses incurred in disoosing 

22 ::-rooertv. 

of the de.-edent's bod~ or 

23 EXPLANATIO~ 

24 This bill provides for the delive:y- a decease~ inmate's 

25 ;-:operty by the department of correcticr,_, to the pe::;;on 

26 ~esigna~ed by the inmate to be contactec :n case oe an 

27 emergency, or where delivery to the ces: .::::ated pers~:: cannot 

28 :e made, the property will be delive~ec ~~ the inma~e's 

29 2u:viving spouse or heir. Any unclaimec ?roperty i~ t~ be 

30 ~elivered to the treasurer of state af~~ 

3l ~educted. 

32 BACKGROUND STATSX£~.-

expenses a::-e 

33 SUBMITTED BY THE AC:·;;:_y 

34 Inmates are allowed only a small am=-~~ of persc~a: 

35 ?roperty oE little monetary value. TY9-~ally, an :::~a~e's 

-1-
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S. F. .'"'!.: • 

~ proper:y might i~clude sone clothi~s, pictures, publications, 

2 jewelry (of less than $50 value), and sna~l appliances such as 

3 a clock, radio, or TV. Both inmate families and corrections 

4 administrators have been fr~strated by delays which now occ~r 

5 because of the need for a des1gnated administrator to become 

6 involved i~ the disbursement of a deceased inmate's personal 

7 effects. Often the value of an inmate's property is so small 

8 that involvement of an administrator is fiscally unwise. In 

9 these cases, a year must pass before the inmate's property is 

10 returned to the fami:y. In addition, the institutions incur 

11 storage and administrative costs as a result of these 

12 requirements. 

13 The proposed change will result in more equitable treatment 

14 of inmate families as well as providing a small cost savings 

15 to the department. 
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SENATE fiLE 339 

AN ACT 

PROVIDING FQR DELIVERI~~ Or DECEASED INHA7E'S PROPERTY TO A 

DESIGNATED P£RSON BY 7KE DEPARtMENT OF CORRECTIONS. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY Or 7HF. STATE OF IOWA: 

s~ction 1. Section 246.508, unnumbered para9raph 2, Code 
1989, is amenJed to read as follows: 

Upon the death of an inMate, the superintendent of the 
institution shall imm~diately take possession of the 

decedent's property left at the institution and shall deliver 
the property to the d~iy-eppo~n~ed-representati•e-of-t~e 

deeee!led pers2n de~_!_gnated by the 1nrttatP. ~?--~~_contac~ed in 

£~-~-?.L.!~~~!!Si• However, if ttdl'l'linistt-ati:on-i:.!l-not 

~ra"ted-wi:t~in-one-y~ar-fro~-the-de~e-of-the-death-of-the 

deeedent-end-the-vaia~-ef-t~e-e~~ete-of-d~e~d~nt-t~-50-~~eii 

es-~e-~ak~-the-9Pftfttiftq-of-ad~tnt~trati~n-i"advisabl~7 -then 

deitvery-of-the-~oney-a"d-other the property left by the 

decedent cann~~ _be deqy_~!~~--~.e.__the des~g_f!_~ted person, 
deli_Y.!.'...i: may be mad~P to the survivinq spouse or an hel r of the 

decedent. If ad~i"i~trati~"-i5-not-9ranted-vtt~i"-on~-year 

frol'l\-the-death-of-deee<lent the de~~~-nt 's pcoper~y cannot be 

delivered to the-__ d~~Jqnatc-d p1c>rs~!! and no surviving 5po1Jse or 

heir is known, thP sup~rintendent shall eonvert deliver the 

property into-~o"~Y !·.9. __ ~t'~._...!.._r_!_asurer of statP. for __ ~-!~.P.?~-~ti.o_!} 
as unclaimed proP..~.~t_i'_.P:ursuant to ch~_P.ter 556, ___ ~~-ter deducting 

e 
Senate file 319, p. 2 

!~P-~~~-~~-~.ncurred in di~EC?.~-~-~9--~~ . ....!~~--~~_c'!.!~-~nt ':;. bo~y. ~-~
property. 

JO ANU Z IHMf:R:-\AN 

President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is ~nown as Senate File 319, Seventy-third General Assembly. 

Approved Jk. 
Tf.RRY E. BRANSTAO 
Governor 
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Secretacy of the Senate 
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