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" An Act relating to responsibilities for the receipt and 

2 disbursement of support payments. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY ~HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Sec::o,-, 1. CO~~ECT:O~ SE~VICES -- ~RANSIT:OSAL PROV:S:OsS. 

2 I~ order :o i~pler~en: this Act, ~he depa:t:::P~~ o~ ht!~an 

3 s~rvices and the judicial deparcment sha:: ~ut~a:ly agrco o~ a 

4 scl~edule to co~plete the tra~sfe: of s~pport payment 

5 coi:ection a~d disburseme~t :espons~bili~ies fr0m the 

6 collection services center to t~e c:erks o~ th~ district 

7 court. ?he scheci~:e sha:l provide for :he comp:et~o~ cf :~e 

8 c:rans:'er respons:bilities :or all af:ec~eG c:ders by 

?he ~c::ow~ng procedure shall be ~sed for an1 9 Jur-.e 30, 199:;... 

10 orde' a:fec~ed ~y t~e 
. ' . . 
::--:itla..L trans~er· of respo~sibil~ties: 

.i..:. ~ . The depar~~e~~ of ~uman services s~a:l deve:up a 

12 cu~u~a::ve :ist~ng whic~ speci~~es for each coun:y the 

13 effec~ive da~e by which the transfers of the respo~s~bi:~:ies 

14 to tr.e clerKs o: ~he dis~rict court :r. eact co~;.cy ~~e 

15 co~p~eted. The depart~e~t sha:: ca~se the list:ng to De 

16 published in the Iowa ad~i~istrat:ve bu::e~i~ 011 the ~irsc 

17 da:e t~e b~lleti~ is pub:ished s~bsequen~ to t~e da~e ~he 

18 ~~a~sfer of ~espons:~i~ities ~o all ccur.ties a~e coxp:e~ed. 

19 2. ~he depar~~er.~ of hurr.a~ services shal: issce a nct:ce 

20 di~ecti:1g the ob~igo~ co submit pay~ents :o the c1er~ o~ :~e 

2l dist:ict cot~rt in accorda~ce with the provis~o~s o~ sec~1on 

22 2523.14. The notice shall be issued to che ob:igcr and the 

23 obligee by reg~lar mail, whe~ a~ address is ~now~, a: leas~ 

24 te~ days pr:or to ~he effeccive date of ~he t~ar.sfer ot the 

25 receipt of pay~ent 'esponsibilities to the clerk o~ the 

26 dist~lct court. The notice shai: serve as the eq~iva:en~ oc a 

27 co~~t order in redirect:ng the pay"'ent. The notice sha:~ 

28 contain all of the following infor~ation: 

29 a. T~e names of the obli~or, ob:i~ee, and af:ected 

30 C::'1l1c::-e:1. 

31 n. A list of ~:1 co~~t orders affec:ed by ~ra~sEer o~ the 

32 respo~sibili~ies, incl~rii~g the doc~et nu~bers, t~e co~~ty o: 

33 co~nties cf e~li~sr effective dates of ~te s~ppo~t obliga:1o~, 

34 and t~~ suppo;t ob~igat~on a~ou~ts. 

35 c. A :isc of c~edit a~o~~ts ~roffi the co:lectio~ services 



·rA l 
.,_~ 

ce~ter records th~t will be tra~smi~ted fro~ ~he collectio:1 

services center to the clerk of the distric~ cour~. 

3 d. ~he effective date of ~he t:ansfe: of :he 

4 responsibilit:es. 

5 3. The clerk of the riist~ict cccrt shall issue a notice to 

6 the obligor within te~ days of the date the responsib~.li:ies 

7 are t~ans:erred. T~e notice sha:: contain all of the 

8 following information: 

9 a. Confirmation that the co~rt-ordered s~pport obligat:on 

10 ~s estabiished within the clerk of the dis:!ict court system 

11 for support payme~ts. 

12 b. The clerk of the district court payment record accour.t 

13 nurr.ber. 

14 c. A list of the credit amounts entered i~to the clerk of 

15 the district court system for suppor~ payments. 

16 Sec. 2. Section 2528.13, Code :989, is ame~ded by stri~ing 

:7 the section and inserting 1n lieu thereof the following: 

18 2528.13 COLLECTION SSRVICES CENTER. 

19 l. The department shall establis~ within :~e unit a 

20 collection serv1ces center for the receipt and disburserr.en: of 

21 support payments as defined in section 598.1 required pursuant 

22 to an order for which the unit is providing or has provided 

23 enforcement services or. or after July l, 1988, under this 

24 chapter. ?or purposes of this section, support payments do 

25 not include attorney fees or court costs. 

26 2. The center shall deve:op an automated system to provide 

27 support payment records from the center to che clerks of the 

28 district court and the clerks of ~he district court are 

29 authorized to receive this inforQation. 

30 3. On January l of each yeac the center shal: s~b~it a 

31 ~epo~t to ~he fiscal comr.iittee of the legis:ative cour.c:: 

32 relat~ng to the time required be:ween the time the payment is 

33 rece1ved and the time the funds a~e distrib~ted to ~he 

34 !"ecipier.t. 

:J5 Sec. 3. Section 252B.l4, Code 1989, is amended by striKing 
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/S23.:~ SU??O~T ?AY~f~?S -- CO~LEC'r!ON SERV:CES CS~?E~ 

u;:Ger :-.~-:i..3 c:::ap::.er ar:d c::ap;:er 22~, 252A, 252C, 5S8, 675, c,: 

S ~ade p:~rs~a~t :o t~e orter s~ali be direc~ed ~o a~d ~~ocessec 

::.u ~s follo· . .;s: 

a. 

Oe di~eci:ed co an6 disb~~sed jy the co:lec:io~ se~v~ces 

:s b. 

16 ~~Cliid~ng b~t no~ lim~ted :o ~se of an automa~ec ce:le~ 

::.7 ~achi:~e, a ::e:e9hone illitiated banl< accoL;~t \·i~t:ldra~:a::. .. or a .. 

~8 at.:cO!cac:c bar.K accour.r •vi(hdra\·lill shaJ.l be cErected :o a:'.G 

::._g disbursed Oy t~e collection se:vices cer.te~. 

20 c. Paymer.ts Dade throt.:gh ar.y othe~ xethod sha:~ be 

21 d~rected to :he cler~ of the district court i~ ~he cccr~:y 1n 

22 ~hich ~~e orde~ Eo: support is fileci and shal: 6e dishu=sed riy 

23 the co~lection se~vices cen~e~. 
) . 
-~ 2. If =he child s~pport recove:y uni~ ~s not ?rcvidi~s 

25 enforce~e~t serv~ces for a support orde=, s~pport ?ay~e~:s 

26 ~ade pursuar.t :o :he o~der shall be d~rected to a~C O~sb~~sed 

27 by the cle~k o~ the district court in :he coun:y i~ which t~e 

28 order for suppor~ is filed. 

29 3. ?ayments to perso~s other thar. the c:erk of :~e 

30 distric: ccu:t o~ ch~ collect~on se:v~ces ce~ter do ::o: 

3~ sa~is~y ~te suppo~t ob:igaticns creaced jy a S~?PO~t o:de: or 

32 provided for :rusts 
. . . . 

anc scc1a- sccu~:ry 

33 income i~ sectio~ 252D.i, 598.22 1 or 598.23, or ~or tax 

34 ref~~ds o~ rebates i~ section 602.8:02, subsectio~ 47, 2nd 

35 except as provided for certain orders e~tered on or ~fcer :~ly 
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l, 1985, in which a swo~n a~Eiciavit is s~bm~~ted as pr~of cE 

pay~enc pursua~t to section 598.22A, i~ e~ac~ed in Senate f~le 

3 2286 by the Seventy-third Gene:al Asse~b:y. 

4 Sec. 4. ~EW SEC~:ON. 2523.:5 PROCESS:NG A~) DIS3CRSE~EST 

5 OF SCP?ORT PAYMENTS. 

6 ' ~ . If the child support recovery uni: is providing 

7 e~forcement services Eo~ a support orde:, the collec:~o~ 

8 services center is the officia: entity responsib:e :or 

9 disbursing the support pay~ents made purs~an~ :o the order. 

10 2. The col:ectio~ services cente: shali ~oci~y ~he c~erk 

ll of the district court of any order for which :he chi~d suppor: 

12 recovery unit is providing enforceme~t services. The cier~ of 

l3 the district court shall forward a~y support pay~e~t ~ade 

14 pursuant co the order, along with any s~pport payment 

i5 info~xation, to t~e col:ect:o~ services ce~ter. The 

16 collection services center sha~l process and c:s~~rse tr.e 

17 payment in accorda~ce w~t~ ~ederal req~i~ements. 

18 3. If the child support recovery ~nit is :-:ot providi~g 

19 enforce~ent services for a s~pport order, the clerk of the 

20 district court in the county in which the order for support 1s 

21 filed is the official entity responsibce for disbursing 

22 support payments made pursuant to the order. 

23 4. If the unit's child support enforceme~: services 

24 relating to a support order are terminated but the suppor: 

25 obligation remains accrued or accruing, the support payme~t 

26 receipt and disburse~ent responsibi~ities relating to the 

27 order shall be transferred from the collection services center 

28 to the appropriate clerk of the district court. The 

29 department sha:: adopt rules pursuant to chapter ~ 7A re:au:-:g 

30 

3: 

to the 

5. 

:rans::er of the 

!f it is possible to icie:1tify the support order :o 

32 which a payment is :o be applied, a payment received by the 

33 collection serv:ces center or ~~e c~e~k of the district cou:t 

34 shal: be disbursed to the appropriate individual or o~Eice 

35 withi:-: two working days in accordance wi:h sect1on 598.22. 
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S.F. rJl/JS H.F. 

1 Sec. 5. Section 2528.16, Code 1989, is amended by striking 

2 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

31 2528.16 TRANSFER OF SUPPORT ORDER PROCESSING 

4.RESPONSIBILITIES --ONGOING PROCEDURES. 

5 1. For a support order being processed by the clerk of the 

6 district court, upon notification that the unit is providing 

7 enforcement services related to the order, the clerk of the 

8 district court shall immediately transfer the responsibility 

9 for the disbursement of support payments received pursuant to 

10 the order to the collection services center. 

2. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 11 
i 

12[17A to ensure that the affected parties are notified that the 

13 !support payment disbursement responsibilities have been 

14 transferred to the collection services center from the clerk 

15 of the district court. The rules shall include a provision 

16 requiring that a notice shall be sent by regular mail to the 

17 last known addresses of the obligee and the obligor. 

18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill relates to responsibilities for the receipt and 

20 disbursement of support payments. The collection services 

21 ~enter of the department of human services and the clerks of 

22 1the district court are established as the official entities 

23 responsible for the receipt and disbursement of support 

24 payments. An exception to requirements for payments to the 

25 center or the clerks is provided in addition to those in 

26 current law in the event Senate File 2286 is enacted and 

27 contains the exception. The department of human services and 

28 ~he judicial department are directed to establish a schedule 

29 fO transfer responsibilities for orders which are not being 

30 knforced by the child support recovery unit, to the clerks of 

31 the district court and the transfer must be completed by June 

32 3o, 1991. Various forms of notice relating to the transfer of 

33 responsibilities are required to be provided to the support 
34 obligor and the obligee. 

35 Existing law relating to support payment processing is 
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l stricken a::.d in acco:da~ce wi~~ 

.. ~ . . . .. . 

.. . . . 
rl , •••. ~ ' ,-. ..... ......... v .1.. :-:> ... v .. 

2 responsibilities provided i~ t~e bil:. ~f e~~orce.~e~: 

of 

3 services are being provided by the child s~pport recove:y U~lt 

4 relating to a suppo~t order and the pay~ent rrechod i~vo:ves 

5 deductio~s ~rom various revenues avai:able co the obligor, 

6 utilizes a~ electronic transfer pay~ent, o: involves any other 

7 ~ode of payment, the collectio~ services center disburses :he 

8 paymer.t. However, if e~forcement se~vices are not being 

9 provided by the child support ~ecovery u~it, the c~er~ of the 

:o district co~rt rece~ves and disburses :he payment. 

_l ?rocedu~es ate provided for transfe: of c:sburse~e~t 

:2 respons£bilities ~o the collection services center whe~ the 

c3 chcld support recovery unit begins providing enforcement 

:4 se:vices relating to an order being processed by the clerk of 

15 the district court. Notice require~en:s relating to the 

l6 tra~sfer of responsibilities i~ this sit~ation are provided. 

l7 

18 
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SE~ATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 6, 1990 ?age 41 

SENATE FILE 2429 

-

S-5941 
l Amend Senate f1le 2429 as follows: 

' 2 l. Page 2, by inserting before line 16, tr,e 

--. 

·-

3 follo·,.,ing: 
4 "Sec. 2. Section 252A.4, subsection 2, Code 1989, 
5 is amended to read as follows: 
6 2. The court of the responding state ~~e~~-heve 
7 ~~e-power-to may order the respondent to pay sums 
8 sufficient to provide necessary food, shelter, 
9 clothing. care, medical or hospita~ expenses, 

10 including medical suooort as defined i~ chanter 252E, 
ll expenses of confinement, expenses of educatio~ of a 
12 child, funeral expenses and such other reasonable and 
13 proper expenses of the petitioner as justice requ1res, 
l4 
:s 
16 
17 
:8 
:9 
20 
2l 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
3~ 

32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

having due 
respective 

Sec. 3. 
ACTIONS. 

regard to the 
parties. 

NEW SECTION. 

circumstances of the 

252A.5A LIMITATIONS OF 

1. An action to establish paterni:y a .. d s~pport 
under this chapter may be brought within the t~me 
limitations set forth in section 614.8. 

2. Notwithstanding subsect1on l, an action to 
establish paternity and support under this chapter may 
be brought concerning a person who was under age 
eighteen on August 16, 1984, regardless of whether a~y 
prior action was dismissed because a statute of 
limitations of less than eighteen years was t~er. ir. 
effect. Such an action may be brought within the time 
limitations set forth in section 614.8, or until July 
2, 1992, whichever is :ater. 

Sec. 4. Section 2523.5, Code 1989, is amended by 
adding the :allowing new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 6. Assistance in obta1ning 
medicai support as defined in chapter 252E. 

Sec. 5. Section 2523.5, Code 1989. is ame:-.ded by 
adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 7. At the request of eit~er 
parent who is subject to the order of support or upon 
its own initiation, review the amount o: the support 
award in accordance with the guidelines establ1shed 
pursuant to section 598.21, subsection ~. and the 
federal Family Support Act of 1988, and take action ~o 
initiate modification oroceedincs if the criteria 
established pursuant t; this se~tion are ffie:. 
However, a review of a support award is no: required 
in those cases for which an assignment ordered 
pursuant to chapter 234 or 239 is in effect if the 
child support recovery unit determines that such a 
rev1ew would not be 1n the best interest of tr.e child 
and neither parent has requested such review. 

The department shall adopt rules no later than 
-1-
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APRIL 6, 1990 

1 October 13, 1990, setting for~h the proces~ for review 
2 of requests for modification of support obligations 
3 and the criteria and process for taking action to 
4 initiate modification proceedings. 
5 Sec. 6. Section 2528.6, subsection 3, Code 1989, 
6 is amended by strlKing the subsection and inserting in 
7 lieu thereof the following: 
8 3. Appear on behalf of the state for the purpose 
9 of facilitating the modiftcation of support awards 

10 consistent with guidelines established pursuant :o 
11 section 598.21, subsection 4 and the federal family 
12 Support Act of 1988. ~he unit shall not otherwise 
13 participate in the proceeding. 
14 Sec. 7. Section 2528.6, subsection 4, paragraph b, 
15 Code 1989, is amended by striking the paragraph. 
16 Sec. 8. Section 252B.7, Code ~989, is amended by 
17 adding the following new subsection: 
18 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. An attorney employed by or 
19 under contract with the child support recovery uni: 
20 represents and acts on behalf of the state when 
21 providing child support enforcement services." 
22 2. Page 4, by striking lines 2 and 3 and 
23 inserting the following: "payment pursuant to section 
24 598.22A." 
25 3. Page 5, by inserting after line 17, the 
26 following: 
27 ''Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 252B.l8 ADVISORY 
28 COMMITTEE ESTABLISHED. 
29 The department shall establish a child supporc 
30 enforcement program advisory committee which shall 
31 include representatives of custodial parent groups, 
32 noncustod1al parent groups, the judicial depa~tment, 
33 the office of cit:zens' aide, the Iowa state bar 
34 association, and representatives of other 
35 constituencies having an interest in child support 
36 enforcement issues. The advisory cc~~ittee shall 
37 assist the department in reviewing issues related to 
38 the implementation of the federal ?amily Support Act 
39 of 1988 and methods of improving service. With the 
40 assistance of the advisory com~ittee, the depart~ent 
41 shall review existing policies, practices, and 
42 procedures of the child support recovery unlt to 
43 identify areas in which administrative appeals 
44 procedures or other provisions for review of contested 
45 issues would he:p to assure :air and impartial 
46 treatment of persons affected by ac:ions of the ~n1t. 
47 Sec. 14. Section 252C.l, subsection 2, Code 1989, 
48 is amended to read as follows: 
49 2. ''Court order'' means a judgment or order of a 
50 court of this state or another state requiring the 

-2-
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· payment of a set or determinable a~ou~t of monetarv 
A& support. For o:-ders enteced Gn or after Julv l, 1990, 
<WJ unless the cou~t s~C~iticallv orsJers othe£wi_~~-·-

4 ~edical suooort, as def~ned 1n sec~1on 252E.l, 1s ~ot 
5 included ln the amo:nt of mon~tary suocort. 
6 Sec. l5. Sec~ion 252C.l, Code 1989, is arr,ended by 
7 adding the following new subsection: 
8 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. ''Medical SU?port'' ~eans either 
9 the provision of coverage under a health benefi: p:an, 

lO including a group or enployment-related or an 
ll individual health benefit plan, or a health Le::e~it 
:2 plan provided pu:-suatlt to chapter Sl4E, to mee: :he 
:3 medical needs of a deoendent and the cost of anv 
:4 premium requi:-ed by a·hea:th be~efit plan, or t~e 
15 payment to the ob:igee of a rnc~etary amount in lieu of 
~6 providing coverage u~de~ a healt~ be~e:it pla:., e:~~e: 
~7 of which is an ooligation separate fcom any moneta:-y 
18 amount of crti:d s~p~ort ordered to be paid. 
l9 Sec. 16. Sec:ia~ 252C.3, subsection l, ~~~~mbered 
20 paragrap~ :, Ccd~~ :.989, is amended :o read as fo:lcws: 
21 In the absen~e of a cour: order, cr ~f a~ 
22 adrnirlistrati~e c~d~: ~xists w~ich cioes not :eccire 
2 1 p·ov's'o~ F ..... --.·=·--~· ··· ..... ""'S ·ec:P"'< ..1 ;r ....... :..-..r-~ .. _,.. .... J.. ,, o_ , .. '-='-..-"-~J.. s .... ;:,oo_ .._ 1.2 c __ .. e\... -·· c •. u .... ~~-

2~ 252E or ec~ival~~~ med~cal suooc:t, t~e ad~i~is~:a~o~ 
25 :r.ay issue a r:.:;.::ice establis::~:-~g a;tC de;:-,and.:..ns ei t.!1e~ 
25 

.a 
':~ 

~av~ent of ~e~:=a~ s~ooor: established as de~ineci ~~ 
c::-tap~er 252E ~~:·--p~iY~~tat;aCCrt.:ed c: accr~i;;g 
support debt -~-:~e a::C o<,.,·ed ~o tr.e department cr a~ 
individ~al u:1der section 252C.2, o: both. The rlOtice 

30 shall be served '-lpor: ~:-te respor.s~ble p~son in 
Jl accorda~ce ~ith t~e r~les of civil 9rocedure. The 
32 notice shall ~~cl:;de a!l of t:-te Eollowi~g: 
33 Sec. c7. Sec:icn 252C.3, s~bsection l, paragrap~ 
34 d, Code 1989, is a~e~ded :o read as follows: 
35 d. A dema!ld ~or ei~~er im~ediate payment c~ the 
36 support debt or of a medical s~ooort debe es~ab~ished 
37 as defi11ed in c~aoter 252E, or botn. 
38 Sec. 18. Sec:~on 252C.3, s~bsection l, paragraph 
39 e, subpacagraphs (3) and (4), Code 1989, are amended 
40 to read as follows: 
41 (3) A statene~t that after the holding of the 
42 negotiation conference, the administrator ~ay issue a 
43 new r.otice a~d :inding of Eina~cial responsib::i:y fc~ 
44 child su:::>oort or medical S:.!ooort, or both, tc be sent-
45 to the responsib~e pe:-son by regular mail addressed to 
46 the responsible ?erso~·s last known address, or :~ 
47 applicable, to the las: k~ow~ address of the 
48 responsible person's attorney. 
49 (4) A statement tr.at :f the ad~i~istrator issues a 
50 new not1ce and fir.ding of financia: responsibility for 

-3-
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l child support or medical suooort, or both, then t~e 

2 responstble person shall have ten days :rom the da:e 
3 of issuance of the new notice or twenty days ~rom c~e 
4 date of service of the orig~nal notice, ~hichever is 
5 later, to send a request for a hearing to the office 
6 of the child support recovery unit which issued :~e 
7 notice. 
8 Sec. 19. Section 252C.3, subsection l, parag:aphs 
9 f, g, and i, Code l989, are amended to read as 

lO follows: 
11 f. A statement that if the responsible person 
l2 objects to all or any part of the ~otice or fi~di~g of 
13 financia~ responsibility for chi"d suooort or medical 
14 suoport, or both, and no! negotiation confere~ce is 
15 not requested, t~en-w~t~in-twenty-ciey~-of-~he-date-e~ 
16 ~erviee, ~he respo~sib:e person shal~, within twen~ 
17 days of the date of s~rvice send to the office of :he 
l8 child support recovery unit which issued the notice a 
19 written response setting forth any objections and 
20 requesting a hearing. 
21 g. A statement that if a timely written request 
22 for a ~earing is rece1ved by t~e office of ~he child 
23 support recovery unit which issued the notice, the 
24 responsible person shall have ~he right to a hear~ng 
25 to be held in district court; ar.d that 1f no t1mely 
26 written response is received, the administra~cr may 
27 enter an order in accordance with the not1ce and 
28 finding of financial responsibility for child suoport 
29 or medical support, or bo:h. 
30 1. A stateme~t that the responsible perso~ shall 
31 n0~ify the administrator of any change of address, er 
32 employment, or medical coverage as reaui red ~£y_cfl~';_ 
33 252E. 
34 ----Sec. 20. Section 252C.3, subsection 4, Code 1989, 
35 is amended by adding the fo:lcwing new paragraph: 
36 NEW PARAGRAPE. e. The medical support requ1red 
37 pursuant to chapter 598 and rules adopted purs~ant to 
38 chapter 252E. 
39 Sec. 21. Section 252C.3, subsection 5, Code 1989, 
40 ts amended to read as follows: 
41 5. The responsible person shall be sent a copy of 
42 the order by regular mail addressed to :he responsible 
43 person's lase Know~ address, or :f applicab:e, t~ the 
44 last known address of the responsible person's 
45 attorney. The order is final, and action by the 
~6 administrator to enforce and collect uoor. the order, 
47 including arrearages and medical suppo~t. or both, may 
48 be taken from the date of issuance oE the order. 
49 Sec. 22. Section 252C.4, subsections 2 and 4, Code 
50 Supplement 1989, are amended to read as follows: 

-4-
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1 2 If the matter has not been heard prev1ous.y by 
~.. ~he district court. or an existing adml!1istr<:t~_':'e_ 
~~ order does not o:cvide for medical suooort ocrsua~t to 

4 chaot~r 252£, t~e certification shall include t~cc 
5 copies of :he ~otice and find:ng o~ :ina~c:al 
6 :esponsibility or ~otice o~ the support debt accrued 
7 and accruing, the return oE service, the writte~ 
8 objections and request for hear1ng, and tr~e coples of 
9 aGy administrative orders p~eviously entered. 

10 4. The court shall establish the monthly c!~i~d 
ll support payme~t and the amou~t of the s~p~0~t~eT~ 
!2 accrued and accruing pursuant to section 598.21, 
13 subsection 4, cr medical suooort oursuanc tc c~aoter 
l4 252E, or bo~h. 

l5 Sec. 23. Section 252C.9, Code 1989, is amended tc 
l6 read as fo:lows: 
.:.. I 252C.9 E6BR?-6R9ER-PREVA~c5 PREVAIL!~G OROZRS . 
:a :~ an o:der cf :he administrate: iss~ed pursua~t co 
l9 ~~is chapter conElicts wit~ an order of a ccu~t, the 
20 court o~der ~~evaiis reaardinc support iss~:es 
/.l aC.C.~~ssed_~r.e court0rder. -----
22 Sec. 24. Section 252~.1, s~bsectioG l, C~2e 198~, 
23 is amended to :ead as Eol:ows: 

-· As ~sed i~ ~his chap:er, unless the cc:::ex: 

26 

-L9 

25 Cche:wise :eq;;i~es, "Su?pOrt" C·r "suppo~L ;>C~y:r.e::ts" 
8ea~s any amo~~t which the cc~rt may ~eq~~:e a pers~~ 
to pay for t~e benefit of a c~ild unde~ a :e~pcra:y 
order or a ~inal judg~ent or decree, a~ci ~ay i~cl~de 

c~ild suooort, maintenance, medical s~~oc~~ as defi~eC ... ·--<r '" chapte• 252~ a"d 1'f cc~•a'ned ,_ - ~~J.- 0 c· s··o~o·· ,..,, .l..l; ,J .. ...., 1•, 1 ...... .:... ,.,; c;. ....... - '-" .. :;./ ...... 

31 order, spousal support, a~d a~y other te:~ used ~o 
32 describe these ob~igatio~s. ~~ese cbliga:~c~a may 
33 i~clude support for a child who ~s bet~ee~ ~~e dges o~ 
34 eigtteen and twe~ty-two years a~d who :s :e;u~.arly 

35 atte~di~g an accredited school i~ pursu3nce of a 
36 cou~se of s~~dy leading to a high school dipJ.~na or 
37 ~ts equivalent, or regularly a~tending a course of 
38 vocational tec~n1cal train1ng either as a part of a 
39 :egular school program or under S?ecial arrangemen~s 
40 adapted to the individual person's needs, cr is, in 
41 good falth, a full-time st~dent in a college, 
42 ~nive:sity, or a:ea school, or has been accep~ed ear 
43 ad~issio~ to a col:ege, university, or a:ea school and 
44 the next regular term has ~ct yet begun; and ~ay 
45 include support for a child of any age who is 
~6 Cepe~de~t on the pa;ties to the dissolucic~ 
47 proceedings because of physica~ or me~tal Cisa~ili:y. 
48 Sec. 25. ~EW SECTION. 252£.1 DEFISITIONS. 
49 As used !n :his chapter, ur.less the cc~text 
50 otherwise requires: 
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l 1. ''Child'' means a person for whom child support 
2 may be ordered ptlrsuant to chapter 234, 239, 252A, 
3 252C, 598, or 675 or any other chapter of the Code. 
4 2. ''Department'' ~eans the 6epartme~t of h~man 
5 services, wr.ich i:.cludes but is ~ot li~ited to t~e 
6 child support recove~y unit, or a~y comparab:c s~?por~ 
7 enforcement agency of another state. 
8 3. ''Depende~t'' means a child, or an ob:igee for 
9 whom a court may order coverage by a health benefit 

10 plan pursuant to sectoon 252E.3. 
ll 4. 1'Enroll'' means to be eligible for and cov~red 
12 by a health benefit plan. 
13 5. ''Health benefit plan'' means any po!icy or 
14 contract oE insurance, indew.nity, subscription or 
!5 membership issued by an ins~re~, health service 
16 corporation, health maintenar1ce crganizat~on, or a~y 
17 similar corporation, organization, or a sel~-insured 
18 employee be~efit plan, for the purpose of covering 
19 medical expenses. These expenses ~ay inc!ude, but are 
20 not limited to hospital, surgical, major med:cal 
21 insurance, dental, optical, prescription drugs, office 
22 visits, or any combination of these or a~y other 
23 comparable health care expenses. 
24 6. "Insurer"' means any entity which provides a 
25 health benefit plan. 
26 7. ''Medical support" means either :he prov1sion of 
27 a health benefit plan, including a group or 
28 employment-related or an individual health benefit 
29 plan, or a health benefit plan provided pursuan~ :o 
30 chapter 514E, to meet the medical needs of a dependent 
31 and the cost of any premium required by a health 
32 benefit plan, or the payment to the obligee o: a 
33 monetary amount in lieu of a health benefit plan, 
34 either of which is an obligation separate f.rom any 
35 monetary amount of child support ordered to be paid. 
36 Medical support is not alimony. 
37 8. ''Obligee'' means a pa:ent or another natura: 
38 person legally en:itled to receive a support payme~t 
39 on behalf of a child. 
40 9. ''Obligor'' means a parent or another natural 
41 person legally responsible for the support of a 
42 dependent. 
43 Sec. 26. ~EW SECTION. 252E.2 ORDER FOR MEDICAL 
44 SUPPORT. 
45 The entry of an order, pursuant to chapter 234, 
46 252A, 252C, 598, or 675, requiring the provision oE 
47 coverage under a health benefi: pla~ is au~horization 
48 for enrollment of the dependent if the dependent is 
49 otherwise eliglble to be enrolled. The dependent's 
50 eligibility and enrollment for coverage under such a 
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1 

~-
4 

5 
6 

plan shall be governed oy all applicable terms a~d 
conditions, includi~g, bu: not limited ~o, el~gibility 

and insurability s~andards. T~e dependent, if 
elig1ble, shall be provided the same coverage as the 
ob:1gor. 

Sec. 27. NE\-1 SECTION. 252S.3 HEALTH BENEFIT 
COVERAGE OF OBLIGEE. 

For cases for which serv1ces are being provided 
pursuant to chapter 2523, the order may require ar. 
obligor providing a health benefit pla~ for a child to 

ll also provide a hea:th benefit pla~ for the be~~~~t of 
12 an obligee if the obligee :s eligible for enrollme~: 
13 ~nder the 9lan in whic~ t~e child or the obl:gor !S 

7 
8 
9 

10 

14 en:olled, and if the plan is avai:able at no 
l5 additional cost. 
16 
17 
~8 
l9 
20 
21 
22 
23 

Sec. 28. ~EW SECTION. 252£.4 COP'i OF ORJ:::R 
EM?LOYER. 

The obl~gor shall ta~e all steps ~ecessary :o 
enroll and na~~tai~ cc~erage u~der a ~ealth benefi~ 
plan fo~ a dependent at present and all futu:e places 
of e~ploy~e~t, and shall se~d a ccpy of the order 
requiri~g ~he coverage to ~he obligor's e~ployer. 

l. Wi.t~in f.i.E~een days of en:.ry cf t~e orC.er, t~Je 
24 obligor stall p~ovide w:itten proo! tc t~e cb:ige~ ana 
2~ :he depart~ent tnat the cequ1red coverage ~as :ee~ 

6 obtained o: tr.a: applicaL.i.on for coverage t.as ::,e~;. 

l,i._ made_ 
~ 2. If the obligor ~ails tc ?=o~ide writte~ ~~oof 

29 as required in s~hsection l, a copy of :he order fc~ 

30 medical support 5hall ~e forwa:ded to the obl:gor's 
31 employer by the obLigee or the departc.ent. 
32 3. The chapter sha:l be cons:ructive ~otice ~Q the 
33 cbligor of enforcement a~d ~urther notice prier ~o 
34 enforcement is r.ot requi:ed. 
35 4. The order requ:r~n~ coverage is bind~ng o~ all 
36 future e~p:oyers o: i~surers if t~e depender.t is 
37 eligible to be e~rolled ~~ the health be~efit ?:a~ 
38 under the a~plicable ~~a~ terms ar.d co~ditior.s. 
39 Sec. 29. ~~W SECTIO~. 252E.5 EFFECT OF ORDER ON 
40 EMPLOYER. 
41 When the order has been forwarded to the obligor's 
42 employer pursuant to section 252E.4, the order :s 
43 binding on ~he employe~ a~d the employer's i~sv~er to 
44 the exte~t ~hat the depe~dent :s eligible to be 
45 enrolled 1~ the pla~ u~der ~he ap~"icable :e~~s a~d 
'.6 cor.ditions of the health benefit p~an. The e~plcye~ 
47 shall fo~ward a copy of the order to t~e :nsurer and 
48 req~est enrollmen~ of :~e depender.t :r. the healt~ 
49 benefit ~la~. Withir. s1xty days of receipt of the 
50 order or within sixty days of rece!pt of application 

--7-
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1 of the obligor pursuant to the order, whichever is 
2 earlier, the insurer shall determine whether the 
3 dependent is eligible for enrollment under the plan 
4 and shall notify the employer of the dependent's 
5 eligibility status. If eligible, the employer shall 
6 withhold any required premium from the obligor's 
7 income or wages. If more than one plan is offered by 
8 the employer, the dependent shall be enrolled in the 
9 health benefit plan in which the obligor is enrolled. 

10 Within thirty days of receipt of an order that 
11 requires an obligor to enroll a dependent in a health 
12 benefit plan, the obligor's employer shall provide the 
13 following information regarding the enrollment status 
14 9f the dependent to the obligor, the obligee, and the 
15 department: 
16 1. That the dependent has been enrolled in a 
17 health benefit plan. 
18 1 2. That the dependent will be enrolled in the next 
19 enrollment period. 
20 3. That the dependent is not eligible for 
21 enrollment and the reasons that the dependent is not 
22 eligible to be enrolled. 
23 4. That the order has been forwarded to the 
24 insurer and a determination of eligibility for 
25 enrollment has not been made. 
26 5. If either subsection 1 or 2 describes the 
27 enrollment status of the dependent, all of the 
28 following information: 
29 a. The name of the insurer providing the health 
30 benefit plan. 
31 b. The dependent's effective date of coverage. 
32 1 c. The health benefit plan or account number. 
33 , d. The type of health benefit plan under which the 
34 dependent has been enrolled, including whether dentalf 
35 optical, office visits, and prescription drugs are 
36 covered services. Additionally, the response shall 
37 include a brief description of the applicable 
38 deductibles, coinsurance, waiting periods for 
39 preexisting medical conditions, and other significant 
40 terms or conditions which materially affect the 
41 coverage. 
42 6. If an order requiring that the obligor provide 
43 c verage under a health benefit plan for the dependent 
44 has been forwarded to the obligor's employer pursuant 
45 to section 252E.4, and the obligor's employment is 
46 terminated, the employer shall provide notice to the 
47 obligee and the department within ten days of 
48 termination of the obligor's employment. If an order 
49 requiring that the obligor provide coverage under a 
50 health benefit plan for the dependent has been 

-8-
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Al Eorwarded to the obligor's employer ;:mrst:ar:t :o 
~,..,2 sect:on 252E.4, and the employe,·s health beneflt ~lan 
· · 3 is ter~ir.ated eithe! i~ its e~tire:y or with :espec~ 

4 to the obi:gor's insurance classi~ication, or t~e 
5 employer has changed its insurer, the em~ioyer shall 
6 provide notice to the obligee and the department ten 
7 days prior to the termination of coverage or change in 
8 insurer. 
9 ?his chapter does ~ot preclude the exchange of 

lO required information between the department and 
ll ewploye:s ~r insurers through electronic data 
:2 tra~.sfer. 

13 Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 252E. 6 DURATIOK OF HSALTH 
14 BEl\E~IT PLAN COVSRAGE. 

1 A chi:d is eligible fo~ med:ca: s~pport fo~ the 
:5 Cura:ion of the obligor's child suppo~t cbl:gatic~. 
l7 However, the child's eligibility for coverage ur:der a 
~8 healt~ benefit plan shall be governed by all 
:9 ap?licable pla~ previsions including, b~t ~ot :i~ited 
20 to, eligibility a~d insurability standards. 
2.'.. 2. Fo~ cases for which se:vices are being prcv1ded 
22 p~:sua~t to c~apcer 2523, terminatior: of an obligee's 
23 7<ecical sup~or' orderec purs~ant to sectio~ 252~.3 
24 s~ail ~e governed by ~he insure~'s health be~e::: plan 
25 provisions for ter~1nation anc by applicable federal 

~a·..;, 

Sec. 31. SEW SECTION. 252E.7 ~NSC!RER 

AU1'ii0RIZATION. 
29 l. Tr.e entry of an order req~irin~ a hea~th 
30 bene~it plar. is auchoriza~ion tor enrollmen: o: the 
Jl dependent if the cependen' is otherwise eligible :o be 
32 enroiled. If an order b.as been forwarded :c the 
33 ins~rer ~urs:1ant to section 252E.5 and is not 
34 acco~panied by a~ appropriate application ~or 
15 enrc~lme~t of the dependent signed by the oo~~gor, :he 
~o insu~e: shal: attempt to obta:n a signed application 
37 fro~ the obligor. !f the insurer ~s unsuccessf~l in 
38 obtaining a signed application from the ob~~gor within 
39 thirty days after the insurer's initial request to :he 
~0 obligor, the insurer sr.a~l accept the sig~atu~e of che 
4: oDligee or an employee of the department as valid 
42 autr.orizaticn Ecr enrollment of the dependent ~nder 
43 :r.e ~ealtt be~e:it olan. 
44 2. for purposes-of ?rccess:~g claims for pay~e~~, 
45 the ins~rer sha:l attempt to obtain the obligor's 
46 w~itten a~~~orization to accept the s~gna~ure o~ the 
~~ o~ligee Q~ an err.ployee of the department on all cla:m 
(8 fc:ms submitted to :he insure~ for medical services 
49 p:ovided ~o t~e deoendent. Upon receipt of s~c~ 
SO ~ritten a~thorizaticn from the ob:igor on at least an 
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1 annual basis, the i~surer shall accept the sig~ature 
2 of the obligee or a~ employee of the department as 
3 valid authorization for purposes of processing any 
4 medical expense clai~s en behalf of the depende~t for 
s payment or reimbursement of medical services rendered 
6 to the dependent. 
7 If the insurer is unsuccessful in obtaining s~ch 
8 written authorization :rom the obligor within thirty 
9 days after the insurer's initial ~equest to the 

lO obligor, the insurer shall accept the signature of the 
ll obligee or an employee of the department as valid 
12 authorization for purposes of processing any ~ed1cal 
13 expense claims on behalf of the dependent for payment 
14 or reimbursement ot medical se~vices rendered to ~he 
15 dependent. 
16 3. ·~he insurer shall have i:nmunity from any 
17 :iability, civil or criminal, which might otherwise be 
l8 incurred or imposed for ac:ions taken in ~mplemer.ting 
l9 this section including, but not limi~ed to, the 
20 1nsurer's release of any information, or the payment 
21 of any claims for services by the insu:er, or the 
22 insurer's acceptance of applications for enrollment of 
23 the dependent and medical expense claims for the 
24 dependent which are s1gned by the obligee or an 
25 employee of the department pursuant to this section. 
26 4. This section does not preclude an insurer from 
27 issuing payment d1rectly to the provider if such 
28 payment procedure is consistent with the hea:th 
29 benefit plan under which the dependent :s enrolled, 
30 except as provided pursuant to chapter 249A. 
31 5. Payments remitted to the ob:igor by the ~nsurer 
32 for services received by the dependent shal: be 
33 recoverable by the obligee or the department from the 
34 obligor if not properly paid by the obliger to the 
35 provider or the obligee. 
36 Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 252E.8 RELEASES 0? 
37 INFORMATION. 
38 l. If an order for coverage under a health benefit 
39 plan has been forwarded pursuant to section 252E.S, 
40 the obligor's employer or insurer shall re~ease to the 
41 obligee or the department upon receiving a written 
42 request, the informat1on necessary to comp~ete an 
43 application or to file a claim for medical expenses of 
44 the dependent, provided the obligor's employer or 
45 insurer is given sufficient opportunity to obtain 
46 wr1tten authorization for :he release of such 
47 informat:on from the obligor pursuant to this section. 
48 2. The employer or insurer shall make ava1lab:e to 
49 the obligee or the department any necessary cla~m 
50 forms or enrollment membership cards if required to 

-10-

Page 50 



SENA7E CLIP SHEET APRIL 6, 1990 

S-5941 
Page ll 

.~&: obtain services. 
~ 3. The obligo:'s employer anc 1ns~~er shall have 

3 immunity from any liability, civil or criminal, which 
4 might otherwise be incurred or imposed ~or any 
5 i~forrnation released by such emp:oyer or insurer 
6 pursuant to this chapter. 
7 4. The departme~t may release to the obligor's 
8 employer or insurer or to the obligee information 
9 ~ecessary to obtain, enforce, a~d collect medical 

10 supi?ort. 
ic Sec. 33. NEW SECTION. 252£.9 RESPONSIBILITIES OF 
12 THE OBLIGOR. 
13 l. For cases :or which services are being provided 
14 pursuant to chapter 252B, an obligor who fails to 
lS ma:ntain medical support :or the benefit of the 
l6 dependent as ordered shall be liable to the obligee or 
17 the department for a~y medical exp~nses incurred fro~ 
:a the date of the court order. ?roof of failure to 
19 maintain medical s~ppcrt constitutes a shewing of 
20 increased need and provides a basis fer the 
21 es~ablishment of a ~onetary a~ount :or me~icGl 
22 support. 
23 2. For cases fer which services are being provided 
24 p~rsuant to chapte: 2528, the ob~igor shall ~oti~y the 
25 cb:igee and the depart~e~t wic~in :e~ days of a change 

• 

~:: the terms or conditions of coverage unde' a hea:th 
. benefit plan. Such changes may include, but are not 

8 limited to, a change in deductibles, coinsurance, 
29 pread~ission notification req~irements, coverage for 
30 dental, optical, office visits, prescriptio~ drugs, 
31 in~atient and outpatie~t hospita:izatior., an= any 
32 other changes which mate,ially a~fect the coverage. 
33 Costs incurred bv the oblicee or the deoartment as a 
34 result of the obiigor's fa£lure to provide 
35 notification as required are recoverable from the 
36 obligor. 
3i Sec. 34. NEW SECT:ON. 
38 ':'!E ::lEPARTMENT. 

2S2E.l0 RES?ONSIB:LITY OF 

39 For cases for which services are bei~g provided 
40 pursuant to chapter 2528, the department shall take 
41 steps required by federal regulations to implement and 
42 enforce an order fo' medical support. 
43 Sec. 35. NEW SECTION. 252E.ll ASSIGNMENT. 
~4 If medical assLstance coverage is provided by the 
45 depa:tment to a dependent, :igh:s to medical support 
46 payme~~s are assig~ed to the department pursuant to 
47 fede~al regulations. 
48 Sec. 36. ~EW SECT!ON. 252E.l2 ENFORCEMENT. 
49 For the puri?oses of enforcement pursuant to chapter 
50 2523, medical support may be reduced to a dollar -·;· -11-
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! amount and nay be collected through ~t:e same remedies 
2 available for the collection and enforcemet1t of child 
3 support. 
4 Sec. 37. ~EW S~CTION. 252E.l3 MODIF!CATIOK OF 
5 SUPPORT ORDER. 
6 ~- When high potential for obtaini~g medical 
7 supper~ exists, ~he obligee or :he department xay 
8 petition for a modification of the obligor's supper~ 
9 order to include medical support or a monetary affiount 

10 for medical support pursuant to this chapter. 
11 2. In addition, if an administrat1ve order entered 
12 pursuant to chapter 252C does not provide medical 
13 support as defined in this chapter or equivalen~ 
14 medical support, the department may obtain a medical 
15 support order pursuant to chapter 252C. A medical 
16 s~pport order obtained pursuant to chapter 252C may be 
17 an additional or separate support judgment and shal: 
18 be known as an administrative order for medical 
19 support. 
20 Sec. 38. NEW SECTiON. 252E.l4 CHILD SUPPORT. 
21 Unless the order specifies otherwise, medical 
22 support is not :ncluded in the monetary amount of 
23 child support ordered to be paid for orders entered on 
24 or after July 1, 1990. 
25 Sec. 39. NEW S~CTION. 252E.l5 ~ULEMAK:NG 
26 AUTHORITY -- COMPLIANCE. 
27 The department shall adopt ru"es pursuant ~o 
28 chapter l7A to implement this chaptec foe cases fo~ 
29 which services are being provided pursuant to chapter 
30 252B. The department shall cooperate with any agency 
31 of the state cr :ederal government as may be necessary 
32 to qualify for federal funds in conformity with 
33 provisions of this chapter ar.d T:tle :v-D oe the 
34 federa: Social Security Act. 
35 Sec. 40. NEW SECTION. 252E.l6 SCOPE AND E:FECT. 
36 1. The provisions of this chapter take effect July 
37 l, 1990, for all support orders entered pursuant to 
38 chapter 234, 252A, 252C, 598, or 675. 
39 2. If an obligor was ordered to provide a health 
40 benefit plan or insurance coverage under an order 
41 entered prior to July l, 1990, but did r.ot comply w:tr. 
42 the order, insurers are not liab:e for medical 
43 expenses incurred prior to July 1, l990. However, 
44 Stlch an order may be :mplemented pursuant :o the 
45 provisions of this chapter following its enactment. 
46 This chapter shall not be implemented retroactively; 
47 however, previous orders Eor ~edical ?upport r.ot 
48 otherwise complied with may be reduced to a dollar 
49 amount ~nd collected Erom the cbliaor. 
50 Sec. 41. Section 598.1, st•bsec~ion 2, Code 1989, 
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~ is amended to read as foilows: 
~~ 2. ''Support'' or ''support payments'' means an amcu~t 

3 which the court ~ay require either oE the parties ~c 
4 pay under a temporary order or a final j~dgment or 
5 decree, and may include ali~ony, child 3Upport, 
6 maintenance, and any other term used to describe these 
7 obligations. F~r orders e~tered on or after Julv l, 
8 1990, unless the court soecifical~y orders otherw1se, 
9 medical suooort is net included in the rnonetarv amou~t 

lO of child suooor:. The obligat~or.s may incl~de su9port 
~~ for a ch::d w~c is be~ween t~e ages of eig~~ee~ anC 
12 :wenty-:wc years who is regularly attending an 
:3 accredited school in pursuance of a course of study 
14 leading to a high school diploma or its eq~ivalent, or 
:s regularly atte~ding a co~rse of vocational-:ec!:nical 
l6 c~air.ing eithe~ as a pa~: of a reg~lar sc~ool prog~a~ 
:7 or under special arrangements adapted to :he 
i8 individual person's needs; or is, in good ~aith, a 
l9 ~~:l-:ime student in a colle~e, universi~y, or a:ea 
20 school; or has been accepted for ad~1ssion to a 
21 cc:lege, u~iversity, or area school and ~he ~ext 
22 reg~:ar te:m has not yet beg~~; c~ a ch~ld of a~y age 
23 wh~ is de?e~dent o~ the parties ~o :he C~sso:~t:on 
24 proceedings because o~ physical or mental disability. 
25 Sec. 42. Sectton 598.21, subsecttcn 4, paragrapn 

• 

a, Code S~pplement 1989, is arr.ended by adding t:Oe 
following new u~~umbered paragraph: 

~ NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Untll such time as the 
29 supreme cour: 1ncorporates the provision of medica~ 
30 support in :he guodelines as required by paragraph 
31 ''c''. the court shall order as child medical support a 
32 health benefit plan as defined in chapter 252E if 
33 avaiiable to either parent a: a :easonable cost. A 
34 ~ealt~ benefit plan is conside:ed :easc~able i~ cost 
35 L~ it is e~p:oyment-related or other group health 
36 i~surance, regardless of the service del1very 
37 mecha~ism. T~e ?re~ium cost of the health bene~it 
38 plan 8ay be cons:dered by the court as a reaso~ :~r 
39 varying from :he child support guidelines. If a 
40 health benefit plan is ~ot available at a reaso~ab:e 
4l cos~, the ccur: may order any other p~ovisions for 
42 medical suppoct as def:r.ed in chapter 252E. 
43 Sec. ~3. Section 598.21, s~bsectior. 4, Code 
44 Supplement :989, is ame~ded by adding the !ollowing 
45 new paragraph: 
~6 NEW PARAG~APH. c. The g~idelines presc~ibed by 
47 the supre~e cou:t shall inco:pc~ate prov~sions for 
48 medica: suooor' as defined :~ chaoter 252E ~o be 
~9 effec~ive on or before January l,-1991. 
50 Sec. 44. Section 598.21, subsection 8, Code -;- -l3-
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L Supplement 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
2 8. ~he cou!t may subsequen lf ~edify orders made 
3 under this sectio~ whe~ there s a substan~ial change 
4 in ci:cumstances. I~ determio ng whether there is a 
5 substantial change in circumstances, the court shall 
6 consider ~he following: 
7 a. Changes in the employment, earning capacity, 
8 income or resources of a party. 
9 b. Receipt by a party of an inheritance, pens1on 

10 or other gift. 
ll c. Changes in the medical expenses of a party. 
l2 d. Changes in the number or needs of dependents of 
J.3 a party. 
l~ e. Changes in the physical, me~ta:, or emotio~al 
L5 health of a party. 
16 f. Changes in the residence of a par:y. 
L7 g. Remarriage of a party. 
18 h. Possible support of a party by another person. 
19 i. Changes in the physical, emot1onal or 
20 educational needs of a child whose support is governed 
21 by the order. 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 

; . Contempt by a party of existing orders of 
court. 

~- Other factors the court determines to be 
!elevant in an ind1vidual case. 

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A modification of a s~pport 
order entered under chapter 252A, chapter 675, or this 
chapter between parties to the order is void J~less 
the modification is approved by the court, after 
proper notice and opportunity to be heard 1s given to 
all parties to the order, and entered as an order of 
:he court. If support payments have been assigned :o 
the department of h~man services purs~ant to section 
239.3, the department shall be considered a party to 
the support order. Mod1ficatior.s of orders pertaining 
to child custody sha:l be made pursuant to chapter 
598A. :E the petition for a modification of an order 
pertaining to child custody asks either for joinc 
custody or that joint custody be modified to an award 
of sole custody, :he modification, if any, shall be 
made pursuant to section 598.41. 
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33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

Judgments for chi:d support or child suopor: award~ 
entered pursuant :o this chapter, chaoter 234, 252A, 
252C, 675, or ar.v other chapter o~ :he Code which are 

45 subject :o a modification proceeding may be 
46 retroactivelv modified onlv from the date the r.o:ice 
47 of ~he oending_J?~t;.i.tior. for modification :s servedon 
48 the oooos1no oartv. 
49 --·Sec. 45. Sectio" 598.21, Code S~pplement 1989, O.s 
50 amended by addi"g the following new subsection: 
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~~ge NE~ .. ; sr.;BSECTION. 8A. Notwithstanding subsectio;, 8, 

! a substantial change of circumstances ex sts when the 
'· 3 court order for child support deviates w thout 

4 expianatio~ as to the reason for deviation f~om the 
5 child support guidelines established pursuant ~o 
6 section 598.21, subsection 4. Upon application for a 
7 modification of an order for child support where 
8 services are being received pursuant to chapter 2529, 
9 the court shall act in accordance with section 598.21, 

10 subsection 4. 
'' Sec. 46. Section 598.22, unnumbered paragraph., 
12 Code ~989, is amended to read as follows: 
~3 Ph~~ Exceot as otherwise orovided in sect~on 
:~ 598.22A, this section applies tc all initial or 
:s wodified orders for support entered ~nder this 
~6 chaoter, chaoter 234, 252A, 252C, 6 75, or anv other 
"' chapter of the Code. All orders or ;ucgments entered 
18 under chaoter 234, 252A, 252C, or 675, or under th~s 
:9 chapter o~ any other chapter which provide for 
20 ~emporary or permanent support payments shall di~ec: 
21 the payment of those sums to the c:erk of the district 
22 court or the collection services cen:er in accordance 
23 Wlth section 2528.14 for the use of the perso~ Eo~ 
24 whom the payments have been awarded. Payments to 
25 persons other tr.an the clerk ~f the district co~rt a~d 

•
~h the collection services center do ~c: sa~isfy :he 

.•... sudppor: obl·igations createad· dby F the order:; or d b 
JU gments, except as prov1 e .or trusts governe · y 

29 the federal Retirement Eauitv Act of 1984, Pub. L. No. 
30 98-397, for tax refunds or rebates in section 
3" 502.8c02, subsection 47, or for depe~dent benefits 
32 paid to the cn~ld support obligee as the result of 
33 disability be~efits awarded to the child support 
34 obligor under the federal Social Security Act. For 
35 trusts governed by the federal Retirement Equ1ty Ac: 
36 of 1984, Pub. L. No. 98-397, the assig~me~t of ~~come 

~: shall require ~he payment of sue~ s~ms to the 
38 alternate payee 1n accordance with the federac Act. 
39 Sec. C. Section 598.22, Code '-989, is amended by 
40 adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
41 NE\·1 UNNlJXBERED PARAGRAPE. ?or the purpose of 
~2 enforcement, medical support ~s additional support 
43 which, uoon beinc reduced to a dollat amount, mav oe 
44 collected throush the sa~e remedies available :or :he 
45 collectic~ and enforce~e~t oE child support. 
~6 Sec. 48. ~EW SECTIOK. 598.22A S.''ITISFACTcON OF 
47 SUPPOR7 PAYMENTS. 
48 ~otwit~standing sectio~s 2528.1~ and 598.22, 
49 support payments ordered pursuant to any support 
SO chapter for orders entered on or after July 1, :985, 

- ;. 5-
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l which are not made pursua~t to t~e provisions c~ 
2 section 2528.14 or 598.22, shall oe credited only as 
3 provided in this section. 
4 l. For payment made pursuant ~o an order en~e~ed 
5 on or after July 1, 1985, the cler~ of the district 
6 court or collection services center shal~ record a 
7 satlsfaction as a credit on the official support 
8 paymer.t ~ecord if its validity is confirmed by the 
9 court ttpon submission of an affidavit by the person 

10 entitled to receive the payment, afte~ notice is given 
ll to all parties. 
12 2. For purposes of this section, the state is a 
13 party to which notice shall be given when public funds 
14 have been expended pursua~t to chapter 23~, 239, or 
15 249A, or similar statutes in another state. :f proper 
c6 notice is not given to the state when required, any 
17 order of satisfaction is void. 
18 3. The court shall not enter an order :or 
19 satisfaction of payments not made through t~e clerK of 
20 the district court or collection services center if 
21 those payments have been assigned as a result of 
22 public funds expended pursuant to chapter 234, 239, or 
23 249A, or similar statutes in other states. 
24 Sec. 49. Section 675.25, Code Supplement l989, is 
25 amended to read as follows: 
26 675.25 FORM OF JUDGMENT -- CONTEN':'S OF SUPPORT 
27 ORDER -- COSTS. 
28 Upon a finding or verdict of pa~ernity pursuant to 
29 section 675.24, the court shall es:ablish t~e :ather's 
30 monthly support payment and the amount of che support 
31 debt accrued or accruing pursuant to section 598.21, 
32 subsection 4, until the child reaches majority or 
33 until the child finishes ~igh school, if a:ter 
34 majority. The court may order the father to pay 
35 amounts the court deems appropriate for the oast 
36 support and maintenance of the child and for the 
31 reasonable and necessary expenses incurred by or for 
38 the mother in connection with prenatal care, t~e birth 
39 of the child, and postnatal care of the child and the 
40 mother, and other med1ca: support as defined in 
41 section 252E.l. The court may award tne prevailing 
42 party the reasonable costs of suit, including but not 
43 limited to reasonable attorney fees. 
44 Sec. 50. NEW SECTION. 675.33 LIMITATIONS OF 
45 ACTIONS. 
46 ~· An actio~ :o establish pate~~ity and support 
47 unde~ t~is chapter may be brought within the time 
48 limitations set fort~ in section 6l4.8. 
49 2. Notwithstanding suosection l, an accio:: to 
50 establish paternity arld support under this chapter may 

-:.6-
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• be bro11ght concerning a person wno was under age 
2 eightee" on Ac:gust l6, 198.<;, regard.'-ess of whe~her any 
J prior action was dis~issed because a stattite of 
4 limitations of less than e:ghteen years was then in 
5 effect. Such an act1cn may be brought withi~ the cime 
6 limitations set fortn in sect1on 614.8, or until July 
7 2, 1992, whichever is later. 
8 Sec. 51. RULSS. 
9 The departme"t of human services ~ay adopt 

lO administrative rules ~nder section l7A.~, subsection 
ll 2, and section l7A.5, subsection 2. pa~ag:aph ''b'', :o 
:2 implement the provisions of sections S, l3, and 25 
l3 through 40 oe this Act, and the ru:es "-BY be made 
14 effective on or after July l, :990. 
15 Sec. 52. 
:6 Section 48 oE this Act applies ret:cactively :o 
17 payme~ts u~der S~?port orders ente:ed on or after July 
l8 l, 1985." 
19 4. Ti:le page, ::~e 2 by insert:ng after :he word 
20 ''pay~ents'' the fo:lowing: '', satisfaction of a 
21 support o~rler bv direct cavmen: to the cerscn WCIO is 
22 :o rece:.ve the P~y:ne:.:, ;edical suppo:-t- for children 
23 :eceivinc chi:d s~ooort, modi~icatio~ o~ child suooor: 
24 c~ders, Child suppO~t enforcement, Ceterminat:on Of 
25 pater~ity and es:ablishme~t of past c~~:d support 
26 ob:i.igar.:ons, esta:::>l!s[:ing an advisory ccrrt.."Uit:ee, ar:C 
27 providing an effec:ive date for cer:ain provisions." 
28 5. By renumbering and cha~gi~g i~ternal 
29 references as necessary. 
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Section l. CO~~ECTION SERVICES -- TRANSITIONAL PROVISIONS. 

In order to imple~ent :his Act, :~e department of h~man 

3 services and the judicia~ depart~enc shall mutually agree on a 

4 schedule to complete the transfer of support payme11t 

5 collection and disbursement responsibilities from the 

6 collection services center to the clerks of the district 

7 court. The schedule shall provide ~or the completion of the 

8 transfer of the responsibilities for all affected orders by 

9 June 30, 1991. The following procedure shall be used for any 

10 order affected by the initial trans~er of responsibilities: 

11 1. The department of human services shall develop a 

12 cumulative listing which specifies for each county the 

13 effective date by which the transfers of the responsibilities 

l~ to the clerks of the district co~rt ir. ~ach cc~nty are 

15 completed. The department shall cause the l1sting to be 

16 pGblished in the Iowa adminis~rat~ve bulletin on the Eirst 

17 date the bulletin is published subsequent to the date the 

18 tra~sfer of responsibilities to all counties a~e completed. 

l9 2. T~e department of human services shall issue a notice 

20 directing the obliger to submit paymeDts to the clerk of the 

21 district court in accordance with the provisio~s of section 

22 257.3.14. The notice shall be issued to the obl:gcr and the 

23 obligee by :eg~lar mail, when an address is k~owa, at least 

24 ten days prior to the effect:ve date of :he transfer of :he 

25 receipt of pQyme~t responsibilities to the clerk cE the 

26 district court. The notice shall serve as the equivalent of a 

27 court order in redirecting the payment. The notice shall 

28 contain all of the following information: 

29 a. The names of the obligor, obligee, and affected 

30 children. 

31 b. A list of all court orders affected by transfer of the 

32 responsibilities, including the docket numbers, the coun~y or 

33 counties of filing, effective dates of the support obligation, 

34 and the suppo~t obligation amounts. 

35 c~ A list of credit amounts Er.om the collectio~ services • 
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1 center records that will be tra~smitted Erom the collection 

2 services center to the clerk of the district court. 

3 d. The effective date of the transfer of the 

4 responsibilities. 

5 3. The clerk of the district court shall issue a notice to 

6 the obligor within ten days of the date the responsibilities 

7 are transferred. The notice shall contain al: of the 

8 following information: 

9 a. Confirmation that the court-~rdeted support obligatior. 

lO 1s established within the clerk of the district court system 

l1 for support payments. 

12 b. The clerk of ~he district court payment record account 

13 number. 

14 c. A list of the credit amounts entered irlto :he clerk of 

15 the district court system for support payme~ts. 

16 Sec. 2. Sec~ion 252A.4, subsectior1 2, Code ::.9-S9, is 
'· ,_ --~""·"""'-~~.,.,·rua.,....ra 

17 amended to read as follows: 

18 

19 te 

2,; _!h;, co;Et_s>t_ :he resy~;;;i):1g .... ~~ 5he~"'bl~;e-~h~~~wet",. 
mav order the ~es~ondent to oav sums sufficierl: :o provide ______..._ .. .. . 

- ... _ C':ft •. .... , • ..,. __ 

23 child, funeral expe~ses and such cthe= reaso~ao:e and ?=oper 
- ~ 

24 expenses of the petitioner as just~ce req~ires, having cue 

25 regard to the circ~mstances of the respect1ve parties. 

26 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 252A.5A LIXITATIONS OF ACT!ONS. 

27 l. An actio~ to establish paternity and support under this 

28 chapter may be brought withir. the time limitatio~s set Eorth 

29 ln section 614.8. 

30 2. Nocwi~hstanding subsection :, an action to establish -
16, 

33 1984, regardless of whether ar.y prior action was dismissed 
·- ·n 

34 because a statute of limitations o~ less than eighteen yea:s 

35 was then in effect. Such an action may be brough: w1ch1n ~· ~..ne 
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l time limitations set forth in section 614.8, or until July 2, 

2 1992, whichever is later. 

3 Sec. 4. Section 2528.5, Code 1989, is amended by adding 

4 the following new subsection: 

5 NEW SUBSECTION. 6. Assistance in obtaining medical 

6 support as defined in chapter 252£. 

7 Sec. 5. Section 2528.5, Code 1989, is amended by adding 

8 the following new subsection: 

9 NEW SUBSECTION. 7. At the request of either parent who is 

10 subject to the order of supoort or upon its own initiation, 

ll review the amount of the support award in accordance with the 

12 guidelines established pursuant :o section 598.21, subsection 

13 4, and the federa: family Support Act of 1988, and take action 

14 to initiate modification proceedings if the criteria 

15 established pursuant to this section are met. However, a 

16 review of a support award is not required in those cases for 

17 which an assignment ordered pursuant :o chapter 234 or 239 is 

18 in effect if the child support recovery unit determines that 

19 such a review would not be in the best interest of the child 

20 and neither parent has requested such review. 

21 The department shall adopt rules no later than October 13, 

22 1990, setting forth the process for review of requests fer 

23 modification of support obligations and the criteria and 

24 process for taking action to initiate modification 

25 proceedings. 

26 Sec. 6. Section 2523.6, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 

27 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

28 thereof the following: 

29 3. Appear on behalf oE the state for the purpose of 

30 Eaci:itating the modif:catio~ of support awards consistent 

31 with guidelines es:ablished purs~ant to section 598.21, 

32 subsection 4 and the federal family Support Act of 1988. The 

33 unit shall not otherwise participate in the proceeding. 

34 Sec. 7. Section 2523.6, subsection 4, paragraph b, Cede 

35 1989, is amended by striking the paragraph. 

-3-
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l Sec. 8. Section 2528.7, Code 1989, lS amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. An attorney employed by or undec 

4 contract w1th the child support recovery unit cepresents and 

5 acts on behalf of the state wher. providing child supper: 

6 enforcement services. 

7 Sec. 9. Section 2528.13, Cede 1989, is amended by striking 

8 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

9 2528.13 COLLECTION SERVICES CE~TER. 

10 •· The department shall establish within :he unit a 

11 collection services center :or the receipt and disbursement of 

12 support payments as defined in section 598.1 required pursuant 

13 to an order for which the unit is providing or has provided 

14 enforcement services on or after July l, 1988, under :his 

15 chapter. For purposes of this section, support paymen:s do 

16 not include attorney fees or court costs. 

17 2. The center shall develop an automated system to provide 

18 support payment records from the cente: to the clerks of the 

19 district court and the clerks of the district court are 

20 authorized to receive this information. 

21 3. On January 1 of each year the center shall submit a 

22 report to the fiscal committee of the legislative council 

23 relating to the time required between the time the payment :s 

24 received and the time the funds are distributed to the 

25 recipient. 

26 Sec. 10. Sec:ion 2528.14, Code 1989, is amended by 

27 strit<ing the section and i~ser:ing in lie~ thereof the 

28 following: 

29 2528.14 SUPPORT PAYMENTS -- COLLECTION SERVICES CENTER --

30 CLERK OF THE DISTRICT COURT. 

31 All support payments required pursuant to orders entered 

32 under this chapter a~d chapter 234, 252A, 252C, 598, 675, or 

33 any other chapter shall be directed and processed as follows: 

34 1. If the child support recovery unit is providing 

35 enforcement services for a support order, support payments 
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l made pursuant to the order shall be directed to and processed 

2 as follows: 

3 a. Payments made through income withholding, wage 

4 assignment, unemployment insurance offset, or cax offset shall 

5 be directed to and disbursed by the collection services 

6 center. 

7 b. Payments made through electronic transfer of funds, 

8 including but not limited to use of an aucomated teller 

9 machine, a telephone i~itiated bank account withdrawal, or an 

10 automatic bank account withdrawal shall be directed to and 

•" disbursed by the collection services center. 

12 c. Payments made through any other method s~all be 

13 directed to the clerk of the d1strict court in the county in 

14 which the order for support is filed and shall be disbursed by 

15 the collection services center. 

16 2. If the child support recovery unit is not providing 

17 enforcement services for a support order, support payments 

:8 made pursuant to the order shall be directed to and disbu~sed 

:9 by the clerk of the district court in the county in which the 

20 order for support is filed. 

21 3. Payments to persons other than the clerk of the 

22 district court or the collection services center do not 

23 satisfy the support obligations created by a support order or 

24 judgment, except as provided for trusts and social security 

25 income 1n section 2520.1, 598.22, or 598.23, or for tax 

26 refunds or rebates in section 602.8102,. subsection 47, and 

27 except as provided for certain orders entered on or after July 

28 l, 1985, in which a sworn affidavit is submitted as proof of 

29 payment pursuant to section 598.22A. 

30 Sec. ll. NEW SECTION. 2526.15 PROCESSING AND 

31 DISBURSEMENT OF SUPPORT PAYMENTS. 

32 1. If the child support recovery unit is providing 

33 enforcement services for a support order, the collection 

34 services center is the official entity responsible for 

35 disbursing the support payments made pursuant to the order. 
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l 2. The collection services center shall notify the clerk 

2 of the district court of any order for which tr.e child s~pport 

3 recovery unit is providing enforcement serv1ces. The clerk of 

4 the district court shall forward any support paynent made 

5 pursuant to the order. along with any support pay~ent 

6 information, to the collection services cente:. The 

7 collection serv1ces center shall process and disburse the 

8 payment in accordance with federal requirements. 

9 3. If the child support recovery unit is not providing 

lO enforcement services for a support order, the clerk of the 

11 district court in the cou~ty in which the order for support 1s 

12 filed is the official entity responsible for disbursing of 

13 support payments made pursuant to the order. 

14 4. If the unit's child support enforcement services 

15 •elating to a support orde: are terminated but the support 

16 obligation remains accrued or accruing, tne support payment 

17 receipt and disbursement responsibilities re:ating to the 

18 order shall be transferred from the collection services center 

19 to the appropriate clerk of the district court. The 

20 department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter l7A relating 

21 to the transfer of the responsibi~ities. 

22 5. If it is possible to identify the support order to 

23 which a payment is to be applied, a paymenc ~eceived by the 

24 collection services center or the clerk of the district court 

25 shall be disbursed to the appropriate individ~al or office 

26 within two working days in accordance with section 598.22. 

27 Sec. 12. Section 2528.16, Code 1989, is amended by 

28 strikir.g the sectio~ and :nserting in lieu the~eof the 

29 following: 

30 2528.16 TRANS22R OF SUPPORT ORDER PROCESSING 

31 RES?ONSIBILiTIES -- ONGOING PROCEDURES. 

32 l. For a support order Deing processed by the clerk of the 

33 district court, upon notification that the unit is providing 

34 enforcement services related to the order, the clerk of the 

35 district court shall immediately transfer the responsibility 
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l for the disbursement of support payments received pursuant to 

2 the order to the collection services center. 

3 2. The department shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 

4 l7A to ensure that the affected parties are notified that the 

5 support payment disbursement responsibilities have been 

6 transferred to the collection services center from the clerk 

7 of the district court. The rules shall include a provision 

8 requiring that a notice shall be sent by regular mail to the 

9 last known addresses of the obligee and the obligor. 

10 Sec. l3. ~EW SECTION. 2528.18 ADVISOR'l COMMITTEE 

11 ESTABLISHEC. 

12 The department shall es:ablish a child support enforcement 

13 program advisory corr.mittee which shall ~nclu.de re9rese~tatives 

14 of custodial parent g~oups, noncuscodia: pare~t groups, the 

15 judicial depart~er.t, the office of citizens' aide, the Io~a 

16 state bar association~ and r~presentatives of ot~e~ 

:7 co~stituencies having an interest in child s~ppo~t enforcement 

l8 issues. The advisory committee sl:all assist the depa!:"t~ent in 

19 reviewing issues related to the implemen~ation of the federal 

20 Family Support Act of 1988 and methods o~ improvi~g service. 

21 With the assistance of the ad•;isory committee, :r.e depart:nent 

22 shall review ex:sting po~icies, practices, ar.d p~ccedures o: 

23 the child support rec~very U'-it to identify areas i" which 

24 adm1nistrative appea~s procedures or other provLsions for 

25 review of contested issues would help to assure fair and 

26 impartial treatment oE persons aff~cted by ac:1ons of the 

27 unit. 

28 Sec. 14. Section 252C.:, sucsection 2, Code 1989, 1s 

29 amended to read as tollows: 

30 2. ''Court order~· means a j~dgreent or order of a court of 

31 this state or ano~her state requiring the oavmen:: . ' of a set or 

32 determinable amount of mone~ary support. For orders entered 

33 on or afcer Julv l, l990, unless the court soecifically orders 

34 otherwise, medical suooort, as defined in section 252E.:, is 

35 not included in the amount of monetary supoort. 

-7-
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l Sec. 15. Section 252C.l, Code 1989, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. ··~edical support'' means either the 

4 provision of coverage under a healch benefit plan, including a 

5 group or employment-related or an individ~al health benefit 

6 plan, or a health benefit plan provided pursuant to chapter 

7 514E, to meet the medical needs of a dependent and the cost of 

8 any premium required by a hea:th benefit plan, or the payme~t 

9 to the obligee of a monetary amount in lieu of providing 

10 coverage under a health bene:it plan, either of which is an 

ll obligation sepa:ate from any monetary amount of child supper~ 

12 ordered to be paid. 

13 Sec. 16. Section 252C.3, s~bsecticn ., unnumbered 

l4 oaragraoh l, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
~--=c:wnn•-~~~~--=r em;_....,__~':' 

15 In the absence of a cour= order, or if an adni~istrative 

rm:SCGC =. m awmrw= --= -..~r· ........... .,.. . .._. m- :-u...,..,.·:tr.lb 

17 s~ooort as defined in chactet 252E or ecuivalent medical 
w z a:::u ;sme:a _ __ . . i!N:DtiJO!IIdltl " •• ;;;:o;o;:;, . ._--u--._ . .., · ~ •.. . · 

18 support, the administrator may issue a ~ct~ce establ1s~1ing and 
==--~ m:w :;ma;::oa::a...-=::vo .. ~ .. ae c ::::o=-. •oo •. :: __ __.._ . ..._..,_.=q,_,."~<><~-o:>><t-::J.:f-~<~~~::..~~·~_:;r;~_:;:~ 

1.9 demand1ng either oayme::t of medical s~2_I_t eg.9.l:?_lishad as 
wm;w e.wJ:At "'JUCUS l"'...at=M:wo.:;;e .. ;w .... u;:: •-=-.:.-.~·~_,__~~,.. r •. .., •··· ? 1 e=:::·-· ·-~ 

20 de:ined in chaote: 252E or oavment of an accrued or accru1ng 
~~e.err.:-- -· .. .. - - ~--.......... =~~~.......- U' ~ 

21 support debt due and owed to the department or dn ind~vidual 
••=-== r -*= "":e = acz:a • =: r a ··';»:~"SS:.~z•...,·::eeaa~~ 

22 under section 252C.2, or both. ~he notice sha~~ be servEd 
= ·-* z -~_,_.,-·m=rr en 

23 upon the responsible cerson in accordance with the r~~es of 
... ;ac_ag v -•za-..._-.D'IIr'tt ~--~~~-,.;;t~n""-=='"*":!MM:·e·r~ 

24 civil procedure. 7he notice shall include a:: of the 

25 following: 

26 Sec. 17. Section 252C.3, subsection l, paragraph d, Code -27 1989, ~s amended to read as :allows: 

28 d. A demanC for either i~~ediate payrr.ent of the support 

29 debt or of a medical support deb: established as defi:1ed in 

30 cha~! 252E, ot both. 

31 Sec. l8. Section 252C.3, subsection l, paragraph e, 

32 subparagraphs (3) and {4), Code 1989, are amended to read as 

33 follows: 

34 {3) A statement that after the holding of che negot~ation 

35 conEerence, the administrator may issue a new notice and 

-8-
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1 finding of financial responsibility for child suooort or 

2 ~edlcal support, or both, to be sent to the tesponsible person 

3 by regular mail addressed to the responsible person's :as: 

4 known address, or if applicable, to the last k~own address o~ 

5 the responsible person's attorney. 

5 (4) A stateme~t that if the administrator issues a ~ew 

7 notice and finding of financial responsibility ~or chi!d 

8 ~upport or medical suppor~, or both, then the responsib:e 

9 person shall have ten davs from :he date of issuance of the 

10 new notice or twenty days from the date of service of the 

ll origi~al not:ce, whichever is cater, to send a request :or a 

12 hearing to the office of the cni:d SU?port recovery unit which 

l3 issued the notice. 

14 Sec. 19. Section 252C.3, subsection :, paragraphs f, g, 

15 and i, Code 1989, are amended to read as eollows: 

' ' .o.O " . . A statement that if the respons1b~e person objects to 

17 all or any part of the notice or finding of :inancial 

l8 responsibility for chi:d su229rt or medical support, or both, 

19 and ne a negotiation conference is noc requested, t~e~-w±t~±n 

20 ewenty-dey~-ef-the-dete-ef-~e~~iee, the responsible person 

21 shall, within twent_y days of the date of serv:.ce send to the 

2?. office of the ch1ld support recovery unit wh1ch issued the 

23 notice a written response setting forth any objections and 

24 reauesting a hearinq. 

25 g. A state"'ent that if a tcmely wtitten :eq~est for a 

25 hearing is received by the ofEice of :he ch1ld supper~ 

27 recovery unit which issued the ~otice, :he responsible oerso~ 

28 shall have the r1ght to a hearing co be held :.n district 

29 court; and that ~f no ti~ely written response is received, the 

30 administrator ~av enter an order i~ accordance w:th the no~ice 

31 and finding of fi~a~cial responsibility for child suoport or 
32 medical support, or both. 

33 1. A statement that the responsible person shall notify 

34 the administrator of any change of address, e~ employment, or 

35 medical coverage as reauired by chapter 252E. 

-9-
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1 Sec. 20. Section 252C.3, subsection 4, Code 1989, is 

2 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

3 NEW PARAGRAPE. 

4 to chapter 598 and 

e. ~he medical support required pursuanc 

~ules adopted pursuant to chapter 252£. 

5 Sec. 21. Sec:ior. 252C.3, subsection 5, Code 1989, :s 

6 amended to read as :aLlows: 

7 5.~·~-T~h~e~r~e~s~p~o~n~s~i~b~l~e~p~e~r~s~o~n~~s~h~a~:~·~l_;b~e~s~e~n~c~a;_~c~o~p~y~o~f~t~r~.e;. 
8 order by regular mail addressed to the responsible person's 

9 last known address, or if applicable, to the last known 

10 address of the responsible person's attorney. The order lS 

ll final, and action by :he adminis~rator to enforce and collect 

12 upon the order, inc!uding arrearages and medical support, or 

13 both, may be taken from the date of issuance of the order. 

14 Sec. 22. Sec::ion 252C.4, subsections 2 and 4, Code 

l5 Supplement 1989, are amended to read as follows: 

16 2 . If the macter has not been heard previously by the 

17 district court, or an existing administrative order does net 

18 orovide for medical s•.1pport pursuant ::o ch~~er 252E, the 

19 cer~ification shall include true conies of the notice and 

20 finding of financial responsibility or notice cf the support - .. 
21 debt accrued and accruing, the return of service, the written 

- e: - 't- ,.,....; 'm:t 

22 objections and request for hearing, a:1d tr•;e copies o: any 
"""" 23 administrative orders previously entered. 

24 4. The court sha!! estab:ish cne monchiy £nll~ support 

25 payment and the amount of tr.e support debt accrued and 

26 accruing pursuant :o 5ec~:on 598.2l, subsection 4, or ~edical 

27 ~ort Pursuant to chanter 252E, or both. 

28 Sec. 23. Sect:on 252C.9, Code 1.989, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 252C.9 E6HRP-6RBER-PAEYA!SS PR~VAILING ORDERS. 

31 If an order of the admir.istratc~ issued pursuant to this 

32 chapter conflicts with an order of a court, the court order 

33 prevails regarding sunport issues addressed by the court 

34 or er. 

35 Sec. 24. Section 2520.1, subsection 1, Code 1989, is 

-10-
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~ amended to read as follows: 

2 1. As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 

3 requires, "support'' or ''support payments'' means any amount 

4 which the co~rt may require a person to pay for the benefit of 

------------~~--·--------5 a child under a temporary order ?r a final judgment or decree, 

6 and may include child support, maintenance, medical support as 

7 deEined in chaoter 252E, and, if contained in a child support 

8 order, spousal s~ppcrt, and any other term used to describe 

9 ::hese obligations. Thesz _ __.sbligations may ~nc:.ude st..:ppcrt tor 

10 a child who is be~ween the aoes of eiqhteen and twe~tv-two --ll~rs and w·ho is regt;larly al,5:~ndi:1g an accredited schcol :.n 

12 2ursuance of a course of study leading to a high schccl 

l3 diploma or its eq~ivalent, or regularly attending a course of -w -
~4 vocatio~al technicai traini~q either as a part of a regular 

15 school program or under special arrangements adapted to the 

16 individual person's needs, or is, in good faith, a full-time 

17 studer•t in a co!lege, university, or area school, or has been 

18 accep::ed for admission to a college, '-!niversity, or area 

19 school and the next regular term has not yet begc.;n; and may 

20 1nclude support for a child of a:-:y age who l.S de;:>enden: on the 

21 parties to the dissolution proceedings because of physical or 

22 mental disabilitv. 

23 Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. 252~.: DEFINITIONS. 

24 As used in this chapter, unless the context otr.erwise 

25 requires: 

26 1. ''Child" ~eans a person for whom child support may be 

27 ordered pursuant to chapter 234, 239, 252A, 252C, 598, or 675 
..... .-. 

28 or any ether cnap:er of the Code. 

29 2. ''Departmen:'' ~eans the department of human services, 
~-~":---~"'"":""~-----30 which includes but is not :imited to the child support 

31 recovery unit, or any comparable support enforce~ent agency of 

32 another state. 

33 3. "Dependent" means a child, or an obligee for whc~ a 
....-......:...-=-.:r.:. .. ·.:...c.-.7<.;;.~-""""'·.:::r..:..:"""'--~...;--------

34 court may order 

35 sec:ion 252E.3. 

coveraae b~a health benefit plan pursuant " ··--- -~ ; - .,.... 

-ll-
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l 4 • ''Enroll" means to be eligible for and covered by a 

2 health benefit plan. 

3 5. "Health benefit plan'' means any policy or contract 

4 insurance, indemn~ty, subscription or membership issued by an 

5 insurer, health service corporation, health maintenance 

o!" a 
.:&utJ a =•~w• st.:s=••""""'~·= ==· 

but 

7 self-insured empioyee benefit plan, for the purpose of 

8 ;_overing medical expenses. 'l'!le~e _o:.;r_;;nses may include, 

9 are itOt li~ited to hospital, surgical, major medic~. -
10 insurance, dentdl, ootical, 

' 
prescription drugs, office visits, 

ll or any combination of these or any other comparable health 

12 care exoenses. 

13 6. ''Insurer'' means any entity which provides a heaith 

14 benefit olan. 

15 7. ''~edical suppo~t'' means either the provis1on of a 

16 health benefit &alan, includi~? .2rou~ .. or ex~g,:oyrr.ent-relatet_ 

17 or an individual health benefit plan, o~ a health jenefit plan 

18 provided pursuant to chapter 514E, to meet the medica: needs 

19 of a dependent and the cost of any premium req~ired bv a 

20 health benefit plan, or the payment to the oblioee of a 

21 monetary amount ~n lieu of a health benefit plan, either of 

22 which 1s an obligation separate from any monetary amou~t of 

23 child support o~dered to be paid. ~edical s~port is ~ot 

24 alimor:y. 

25 8. ''Obligee'' means a parent or another nat~rai persoc 

26 legally en:itled to receive a s~pport payment on behaif cf a 

27 chi:d. 

28 9. "Obligor" means ~-~are:--.t .c.;, _anot~.eE na~~ral pe:..;.s.;:;_ 

29 legally responsible for the s~ppcrt of a depe~dent. 

30 Sec. 26. NEW SECTION. 252E.2 ORDER FOR XEuiCA~ SUPPORT. 

31. The entrv " . OL an craer, pursuant to chaoter 234, 252A, 
t 

252C, 

32 598, or 675, req~irinq the proyis:on ... '?f coverage under a 

33 health benefit plan is authorization for enrollment of the 

34 dependent if the depende~t is otherwise eligible to be 

35 enrolled. The dependent's eligioility and enrollment for 

-12-
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1 cove::age under s~:;.::___.;:__£_lan s~_ii!X .. ?e_9.,.SJ:'~.':.!l~.9 •. .l2Y all applicable 
2 terms and condit.i.9I1.~-< ... .J.nc:udinq, but not limited to, 

3 eligibility and insurabiliSX~?ards. The deoendent, iE 

4 eligible, shall ::._e provided the same coverage as the obligor. 

5 Sec. 27. NEW SECTION. 252E.3 HEALTH BENEFIT COVERAGE OF 

6 OBLIGEE. 

7 For cases for which services are being provided pursuant to 

8 chapter 2523, the order may require an obligor providing a 
---~~-=· ~--'·'---'--· --~'"'-'·" ·---···--- ... ---· 

9 health benefit olan for a child to also orovide a health 

10 benefit olan for the benefit of an obligee if the obligee 1s 

ll elicible for enrollment under the plan in which the child or 

12 the obligor is enrolled, and if the olan is available at no 

13 additional cost. 

14 Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 252E.4 COPY OF ORDER TO Elo'.?LOYER. 

15 The obligor shali take all s~eps necessary to enroll and 

., 

16 maintain coverage under a health benefit plan for a dependent 

17 at oresent and al: :uture olaces of employmer.t, and shal~ send 

18 a copy of the order requiring the coverage to the obligor's 

19 emoloyer. 

20 l. Within fifteen days of entry of the order, the obligor 

21 shall provide written proof to the obligee and the department 

22 that the required coverage has been obtained or that 

23 apolication for coverage has been made. 

24 2. If the obligor fails to provide written oroof as 

25 required in subsect1on :, a copy cf the order for ~edical 

26 supgort shall be forwarded to the obl1gor's employer by the 

27 obligee or the departmenc. 

28 3. The chapter shall be constructive notice to t~e obligor 

29 of enforcement and further notice ~rior to e~forcement is not 

30 reguired. 

31 4. The order rec~ir~nq coverage is binding o~ all future 

32 ~yers or insu~e~s :r the depe~dent is eligible to be 

33 enrolled in the health be~efit olan under the anolicable ola~ 

34 cerms and condic!ons. 

35 Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 252E.5 EFFECT OF ORDER ON 

<3-
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l EMPLOYER. 

2 When the order has been forwarded to the cbl:qor's emplover 

3 oursuant to section 2528.4, the order is bindino on the 

4 employer and the emoloyer•s insurer to the exter.t that the 

5 deoendent is elicible to be e~rolled in the o!an l~nder the 

6 aoolicable terms and conditions of ~he health be~efit p:a~. 

7 The employer shall forward a cooy of che order co the insurer 

8 and request enrollment of the dependent in the health benef1t 

9 plan. Within sixty days of receipt oe the order or within 

lO sixty days of receipt of application of the oblcgor pursuant 

11 to the order, whichever is earlier, the insurer shall 

12 determine whether the dependent is eligible for enrollment 

J.• 3 d . l . h 1 l . f ·r. . -un er tne p an ana s .. a.... r.ot1 y to .e emp.:.oyer or: the 

14 dependent 1 S eligibility st~tus. If eligible, the employer 

15 shall withhold any requ1red premium :rom the obligor's income 

l6 or wages. IE more than or.e plan is offered by the employe.,L.. 

17 the dependent shall be enrc~led in the health benefit plan :n 

18 which the obligor is enrolled. 

19 Within thir:y days of receipt of an order :ha: recruires an 

20 obligor to enroll a denende~t in a r.ealth benefi: olan, the,, 

21 obligor's employer shall orovide :he :allowing information_ 

22 regarding the enrollrrent status of the dependent :o the 

23 obligor, ~he obligee, and the deoar:mer.t: 

24 l. That the deoendent has been enrolled :n a nealth 

25 benefit plan. 

26 2. That the dependent will be enrolled in :he nPxt 

27 enrollment period. 

28 3. That the dependent is not eligible ~or enrollment and 

29 the reasons :hat the deeendent cs not elcgible to be enrolled. 

30 4. That the order has been forwarded to the insurer and a 

31 determinatio~ of eligibility for enrollment has not been made. 

32 5. IE either subsecticn 1 or 2 describes the e~rollment 

33 status of the dependent, all of the following information: 

34 a. The name of the insurer providing the health benefit 

35 plan. 

-.:.4-
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1 b. The de~endent's effective date of cove rase. 

2 c. The health benefit olan or account number. 

3 d. The t~pe of health benefit plan under ' ' • 1-., wn 1 c .. the 

4 dependent has been enrolled, including whether dental. 

5 optical, office visits, and prescription druqs are covered 

6 serv1ces. Additionally, ~he response shall include a brie: 

7 description of ~he applicable deductibles, coinsurance, 

8 waiting periods for p~eexistlng medical conditions, and other 

9 significant ter~s or conditions which materially affect the 

10 coverage. 

IE an order ~equLrLng that the obligor provide coverage 

12 under a health benefit o:an for the deoendent has been 

13 forwarded to the obligor's emolcver pursuant to section 

:4 252E.4, and the obligor's employment is termir.ated, the 

15 employer shall provide notice to the obligee and the 

16 department within ten days of termination of the obligor's 

17 emoloyment. If an order reauiring that the obligor provide 

18 coverage under a health benefit ?lan for the dependent has 

19 been forwarded to the obligor's emoloyer pursuant to sectio~ 

20 252E.4, and the e~ployer's health benefit plan is terminated 

21 either in its entire:y or with respect to the obligor's 

22 insurance classification, or the employer has changed its 

23 insurer, che employer shall provide notice to the obligee and 

24 the department cen days prior to the termination of coverage 

25 or change in insurer. 

26 This chapter does not preclude the exchange of required 

27 information between :he department and emoloyers or insurers 

28 through electronic data transfer. 

29 Sec. 30. NEW S2CTION. 252E.6 ~URATION OF HEALTH 3ENEFIT 

30 PLAN COVERAGE. 

3~ l. A ch:ld is elicible for medlcal support for the 

32 duration of the obligor's child supoort obligation. However, 

33 the child 1 s eliaibility fer coveraqe under a health benefit 

34 olan sha~l~e governed by al: applicable plan provisions 

35 including, but ~ot limited ;.o, eligibility a~d insurability 

-i.S-
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1 standards. 

2 2. For cases for which secv1ces are being provided 

3 pursuant to chapter 2528, ter:ninat i;;,;;. of an o.bl :qee' s :nedical 

4 support ordered pursuant to sect:o~ 2S2E.3 shall be governed 
....._. :au~ :sua 1 ----

5 EJ the insure!:" 's :;.ealth benefi_sg_} .. cn orovis~ons for 

6 terminat~on and by applicabl_; federal=-law. r 

7 Sec. 3l. NEW SEC'I'ION. 252E. 7 INSURER AUTHORIZATION. 

8 1. The entry of an order requiring a health be:1efit plan 
wm :; 

9 is acthorization for enrollment of the dependent if the 
9'"t ::i'!IWW W~"'!':'~ .; X "''""""""~~ 

10 dependent is otherwise eligible to be e~rolled. IE an order 
.;....;,""' ___ ,.,.;..~~~'~ ~~,.-::v-~;;:._-uk·;,;n·-m··~·o;.;:p.wr-u=mr•·"!T" 

ll has b~en forwa~ded ~S?c: i.£1_sur:;:r pursua~~~<;,tj..:;;;,JJ..?£.:5 -~ 

l2 and is not acco:npan~$~an appr~priate a£P}ica;ion ~~ 

l3 ,;nrollmen t of the deoenden t signed by the obl ig.OLb.~pe=LJ:l..'iS.f,.£!, 

14 shall attempt to obtain a signed apolica:ion from :he obliopr_. 
,;:::r :;am.~ -'Z !U4J W&;:; ' Y¥i!'7'T' I , .%N XILIWC:Cl :m i!..::;z;:n,:.,-. 

15 If the insurer is unsuccessf~l in obtainincr a sianed 

16 application from the obligor withi~ thirty days after the 
e::a:m m111nn .....,... ---=~'loll~"ttiL."l'.~~~..::.~.A:.JJ;~..:,: 

17 .i ns~:...eD"~ill_ .... regue~...l&.l}2~ ob~or '"""'W.J:~.iQ..SJ!_r;,.g.,.~l:g)J~. 
l8 accept the signature of the obligee or an employee of the 

. #~"Y--- :u:;n ==;- ~., 

19 deoartment as valid authorizatio~ :or enrollment of the 

20 dependent under the health benefit plan. 

2l 

22 

24 

25 

2. For purposes of processing claims for payment, the 
== t"Ot 

insurer ~_!lall attempt ~12. obtain the ,;Eligo_r · s wr.i,t;_ten. 

e:nployee o ... LJl:e de~a£.t~72S. en aj_ l £,~~~;~ =~~~z~.~..;_b~i t ter~-~-~-;:,=;~~ 
insu~er for medical services orcvided to tte dependent. ~oon 
COU'-Z mru:cx:am.w nw = :ucAbali&W mea 'ft£.!-~~~"'C::-.... ·~-,....,.......-- -~-'n-:r=o 

26 receiot of such wr1tten authc~izat:on from th~ obltoqr ?~ a: 

27 teast au_~~ual ba~s1s, tb;...e in?~ser ~~~'21- ~:;e si~%g,.W-!YrrL 

28 of the obligee or an employee of the depart~er.t as val~d 
-. ausm. -:a::w#J "•- .. =~ 

29 author izaticn_.:oL.Eu.rozes of procezsi~9ma~·i ne,9ic~2w_;,;xpensEi"' 

30 _s}ai~s Sflz1:~,l_~c~ .. the ~ ... epe;;_;Je;1t :~ pa~en~ or....;.;,.;:,;.~_~.;_seme:;~, 

31 of medical services rendered to ~he dependent. 
= 

32 If th~ insure:- is uns~ccessf:1l in ,?Otaini!;Q. S\.1Ch writte~ 

33 authorization from the obligor withi~ thirty days after the 

34 insurer's initial reguest to the obligor, the insurer shall 

35 acceot the sicnature of the ob;;~ee A~ an ....... ? _'-J .. emoloyee of the 

-16-
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1 department as valid authorization for purposes of processinq 

2 anv medical expense claims on behalf of the deoendent for 

3 oavment or reimburse~ent of medical se:vices rendered to the 

4 dependent. 

5 3 . The insure~ shal~ have imrnunity from any liability, 
~ 

6 civil or crimi~al, which might otherwise be :ncu~red or 

7 imoosed for actions taken in imolem€ntina this section 
- • J 

8 includinq, but not limited to, the i~surer's release of any 
~~ -= 

9 information, or the paymen~ of any claims for services by the 
~==~--~~~-*--da~~---*~~~~---=~--==--~-=-=~~~~ 

10 insurer, or the inSIJter 1 S acceptance of ap9l~ca:ions for 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ll encoll~ent of the cie~endent a~d medical expense clains for the ---=· .. 
12 .~.?.;,ndent which ~re signed by the obligee or ar: employee of 

l3 Jlle department r:n;:csuant to this section. ---
T~is section dces not orecl~de an insurer from lSStJlng 

:s ?aJ'm...;.;;t directly t...2 the provider if such payme:1t procecure 

:6 co~sistent with the health benefit olan under which the 

is 
> 

17 deoendent 
""'"' 

is enrolled, excegt as provided pursuant ·:o chaot.e r 
= 

:s 249A. 

19 5. Payments re~itted to the obligor by the insa1re~ for 

20 services received by the deoendent shall be recoverable by the 

21 obl}-9ee o:c the depa:ctment from ~he obligor if no: properly 

22 uaid by the obligor co the provider or the obligee. 

23 Sec. 32. ~EW SECTION. 252E.8 RELEASES Of INFORMA~ION. 

24 L. If a~ order for coverage ~naer a nealtn oener:t plan 

25 has bee~ forwa:cded pursuant to section 252E.5, the obl:gor's 

26 emolover or insurer shall release to the obligee or the 

27 ~eoartme~t ~pon rece:vi~g a writ:P.n request, the 5..nfc:mat.ion . 
28 necessary to comolete an application or to file a claim for 

cw '- , ~ 

29 ~edicai exoe~ses of 
t= I 

the deoendentL-o~ovided ~~e obligor's =..., 
30 emolover or insurer is qive~ s~fticient oooor:unity_ :o obtain 

.... ==z:r =~-=-,.. ..., .>::-:=r:: = 
31 1J~itten aut~orization Eor th2 :elease of such informacion f~c~ 

~;::;;r-......--;= z == === _........, ~ "' ""?"fo ..... ..,...~,;,o; ... ;.;_~)=,;;=.;.;.;....;.;;.;.;;;.., 
32 the obliao!:" "OU~suan:-: to this sect~cn. 

33 ?. • 
~. 

3~ obliaee or the de~artment anv ~ecessarv claim ~arms or 
'~Qa> M!OSI>~ ~ t""'FZ'Z....-imr··· ryrr;·=z-rb= % -~ 

35 enrollment membershi~ cards if ~eaui~ed to obtatn se:vices. 
~w-~fN m"'t"W't?" -= c zrn' ==:·-:o:scs:r.·rmm·T""VL.....:;t'~- "D'T'2=J'!'I) 

-l7-
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l 3. The obligor's e~ployer and insurer shall have :~~unity, 

2 from any liabil~ty, civil or crimir.al, which might otherwise 

3 be incurred or imposed for any informatioii released by such 

4 employer or insurer pursuant to this chapter. 

5 4. The depar,Sment may release to the obligor's employer or, 

6 insurer or. to the obliqee informatiOQ necessary to obta1n, , 

7 enforce, and collect medical support. 

8 Sec. 33. NEW SECTION. 252E.9 RSSPONSIBILITIES OF THE 

9 OBLIGOR. 

10 1. For cases for which serv1ces are being provided 

ll pursuant to chapter 2528, an obligor who fails to maintain 

12 medical support for the benefit of the dependent as ordered 

13 shall be liable to the obligee or the department for any 

14 medical expenses incurred from the date of the court order. 

15 Proof of failure to maintain medical support constitutes a 

16 showing of increased need and provides a bas1s for the 

l7 establishment of a monetary anount for medical support. 

18 2. For cases for which services are beinq provided 

19 pursuant to chapter 2528, the obligor shall notifzthe oblicee 

20 and the department within ten days of a change in the terms or - - ~ 
21 conditions of coverage under a health benefit p:an. Such 

22 changes may include~but are not :imited to, a change 1n 

23 deductibles, coinsurance, oreadmission notification 

24 requirements, ccverage for dental, 3tical, office •Jisits, 

25 prescr~ption drugs, 1npatient .;~d outpatie~t h<;_;;_Pita~izat..;,.?,:;.o.., 

26 and any other changes which materially affect the coverag;_;, 

27 Costs 1ncurred by the obligee or the department as,; result 52.£ 
28 the obligor's failure to provide notification as required are 

29 recoverable from the ob1iqor. 

30 Sec. 34. NEW SECTION. 2522.10 RESPONSIBI~ITY Of THE 

31 DEPARTMENT. 

32 For cases for which services are being provided pursuant to 

33 chapter 2523, the department shall take steps requ:red by 

34 federal regulations to imp:ement and enforce an order for 

35 1edical supoort. 

-18-
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l Sec. 35. NEW SECTION. 252E.ll ASSIGNMENT. 

2 If medical assistance coverage is provided bv tr.e 

3 department to a dependent, rights to medical support paymer.ts 

4 are assigned to the department pursuant to federal 

5 regulations. 

6 Sec. 36. NEW SECTION. 252£.12 ENFORCEMENT. 

7 For the purposes oE enforcement pursuant to chapter 2528, 

8 med1ca~ support may be reduced to a dollar amount and may be 

9 collected through the same remedies available for the 

10 collection and er.forcement of child support. 

ll Sec. 37. NEW SECTION. 252~.:3 MODIFICATION OF SU?POR~ 

12 ORDER. 

13 l. Wher. high potential for obtaining medical support 

14 exists, the obligee or the department may petition for a 

15 modification of the obligor's support order to include medical 

16 support or a monetary amount for medical support pursuant co 

17 this chapter. 

18 2. In addit1on, 1f an administrative order entered 

19 pursuant to chapter 252C does not provide medica: support as 

20 defined in this chapter or equivalent medical support. the 

21 department may obcain a medical support order pursuant to 

22 chapter 252C. A medical support order obtacned pursuant to 

23 chapter 252C may be an additional or separate support ~udgment 

24 and shall be known as an administrative order for medical 

25 support. 

26 Sec. 38. N£'11 SECTION. 2S2E.l4 CHILD SUPPORT. 

27 Unless the order specifies othe~wise, medical support 1s 

28 not ~ncluded in the monetary amount of chi!d support ordered 

29 to be pa!d for orders entered o~ or after ~uly 1, 1990. 

30 Sec. 39. NE\'1 SECTION. 252E.l5 RULEMAK!NG AVTliORITY --

31 COMPSIANCE. 

32 The departm~nt shall adopt rules pursuant to chap:er l7A to 

33 implement this chapter for cases ~or wh~ch services are being 

34 prov.ided pursuant to chapter 2523. The departme~t shall 

35 cooperatP with any ege~cy of the state or federal govern~e:1t 
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1 as may be necessary to qualify for federal funds in conformity 

2 with provisions of this chapter anc ~itle 1V-D of the federal 

3 Social Security Act. 

4 Sec. 40. NEW SECTION. 252E.l5 SCOPE AND EFFECT. 

5 1. The provisions of this chapter take eEEect July l, 

6 1990, for all support orders entered pursuant to chapter 234, 

7 252A, 252C, 598, or 675. 

8 2. If an obligor was ordered to provide a health benefi~ 

9 plan or insurance coverage under a~ order entered prior to 

lO July 1, 1990, buc did not comply with the order, insurers are 

ll not liable for medical expenses incurred prier to July l, 

12 1990. However, such an order may be implemented pursua"t to 

13 the provisions of this chapter following its enactment. Th1s 

14 chaoter shall not be implemented retroactively; however, 

15 previous orders for medical support not otherwise complied 

16 with may be red~ced to a dollar amount and collected ~rom the 

17 obligor. 

18 Sec. 41. Section 598.1, subsection 2, Code 1989, is 

19 amended to read as follows: 

20 2. ''Support'' or ''support payments'' means an amour.: which 

21 the court may require either of the parties to pay under a 

22 temporary order or a final judgment or decree, and may i"clude 

23 alimony, child support, maintenance, and any other term used 

24 to describe these obligations. For orders entered on or after 

25 ~ 1, 1990, ~nless :he court speci:ically orders otherwise, 

26 medical sucport is not incl~ded in_che monetary amount of 

27 child support. ~he obcigaticns may inccude support for a 

28 child who is between the ages of e1ghteen and twenty-two years 

29 who is regularly attending an accredited schoo: in pursuance 

30 of a course of study leading ~o a high schccl dip:oma or its 

31 equivalent, or regularly atte~ding a course of vocational-

32 technical training either as a part of a regular school 

33 program or under special arrangements adapted to the 

3G ind1vidual person's needs; or is, in good faith, a full-time 

35 student in a college, university, or area school; or has been 
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~ accepted for admission to a college, university, or area 

2 school and the next regular term has not yet begun; or a child 

3 of any age who is dependent on the parties to the dissolution 

4 proceedings because of physical or mental disability. 

5 Sec. 42. Section 598.21, subsection 4, paragraph a, Code 

6 Supplement 1989, is amended by adding the fol~owing new 

7 unnumbered paragraph: 

8 NEW UNNUMBERE~ PARAGRAPH. Until such time as the supreme 

9 court incorporates the provision of med1cal support :n tne 

:0 guideli~es as required by paragraph ''c'1
, the court shall order 

~~ as child medical support a health benefit plan as ~efined i!1 

:2 chapter 252E if available to either parent at a reasonable 

l3 cost. A health benefit plan is considered reasonable in cost 

14 if it is employ~ent-~elated or other group health insurance, 

lS regardless of the service delivery mechanism. The premium 

16 cost of the heaith benefit plan may be considered by the ccurt 

17 as a reason ~or vary:ng from the child support guidelines. If 

18 a health benefit plan is not available at a ~easonable cosc, 

19 the court may order any other provisions :or medical support 

20 as def1ned in chapte' 252E. 

21 Sec. 43. Section 598.21, s~bsection 4, Code Suppleme~t 

22 1989, is a~ended by addi~g the following ~ew ?aragraph: 

23 NEW PARAGRA?H. c. The guidel:nes prescribed by t~e 

24 supreme ccurt shall i~corporate provisions for medical support 

25 as defined 1n chapter 252E to be effective on or before 

26 Jan~ary 1, 1991. 

27 Sec. 44. Section 598.21, s~bsection 8, Code Suppleme~t 

28 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

29 8. The ccurt may subsequently mod:Ey crders made u~der 

30 this section when there is a substantial change in 

31 circumstances. In determining whether there is a substantial 

32 change in circumstances, the court shal~ consider the 

33 following: 

34 a. Changes in the employment, earn1ng capacity, 1ncome or 

35 resources of a party. 
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l b. Receipt by a party of an inheritance, pension or other 

2 gift. 

3 c. Changes in the medical expenses of a party. 

4 d. Chanses irl the number or needs of dependents of a 

5 party. 

6 e. Changes in the physical, mental, or emotio~al health of 

7 a party. 

8 f. Changes in the restdence of a party. 

9 g. Remarriage of a party. 

10 h. Possible support of a pa~ty by another person. 

ll 1. Changes in the physical, emotional or educational needs 

12 of a ch1ld whose support is governed by the order. 

13 j. Contempt by a party of exis~ing orders of court. 

14 ~. Other factors the court determines to be relevant in an 

15 individual case. 

16 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A modification of a supper~ order 

25 child custody shail be made pursuant to c~apter 598A. If :he 

26 petition for a modification of an order eertalntng to child 

27 custody asks ei,her :or joint custody or that joint custody be 

28 modified to an award of sole custodv, the modification, if 

29 any, shall be made pursuant to section 598.41. 

30 Judgments for c~ild support or c~ild support awards entered 

31 ours;jant to this chaoter, cha:>ter 234, 252A, 252C, 675, or_~ 

32 other chapter of che Code which are subject to a mcdif_ication 

33 p~oceeding may be retroactively modified only from the date 

34 the notice of the pending petition for modification is served 

35 on the oooosing party. 
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1 Sec. 45. Section 598.21, Code Supplement 1989, is amended 

2 by adding the following new suosection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. SA. Notwit~standing subsection 8, a 

4 substantial chanqe of circumstances exists whe~ the court 

5 order for child support deviates without explanation as to the 

6 reason for deviation from the child support guidelines 

7 established pursuant to section 598.21, subsection 4. Upon 

8 application for a modification of an order for child support 

9 where services are being received pursuant to chapter 2528, 

10 the court shall act in accordance with section 598.21, 

11 subsection 4. 

12 Sec. 46. Section 598.22, unnu~bered paragraph 1, Code 

13 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

l4 ~hi~ Except as otherwise orovided in section 598.22A, this 

15 section apolies to a:l initial or modified orders for support 

16 entered under this chapter, chapter 234, 252A, 252C, 6?5, or 

17 any other chapter of the Code. All orders or /udgments 

18 entered under chapter 234, 252A, 252C, or 675, or under this 

19 chapter or any other chapter which provide for :emporary or 

20 oermanent support payments shall direct the payment of :hose 

21 sums to the clerk of the district court or the collection 

22 services center in accordance with section 252B.l4 for the use 

/.3 of the person for whom the payffients have been awarded. 

24 Payments to persons other than the clerk o~ the district court 

25 and the collection services center do not satisfy the support 

26 obligations created by the orders or judgments, except as 

27 provided for trusts governed by :he federal ~etirement Equity 

28 Act of 1984, Pub. L. No. 98-397, for tax refunds or rebates 

29 in section 602.8102, subsection 47, or for dependent benefits 

30 paid to the ch:~c scppor~ oOligee QS the resul~ of disability 

31 be~efits awarded to the child suppo~t obligor u~der the 

32 :ederal Social Security Act. ?or crusts governed by the 

33 :ederal Retirement Equity Act of :984, ?~b. L. No. 98-397, the 

34 assignment oE income shall require the payment of such surns to 

35 the alternate payee ~n accordance with the ~ederal Act~ 
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1 Sec. 47. Section 598.22, Code c989, is a~ended by adding -2 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW U~NUMBERED PARAGRAPH. For the purpose of enforcement, 

4 medical support is additional support wh1cn, ::p011 oe1ng 

5 reduced to a dollar a~ount, rr.ay be collected ~hrough the same 
~~~~-~,~~~--~~----~ 

6 remed1es available for the collect:on and enforcement of child 
...... -----~~~----------7 support. 

8 Sec. 48. NEW SECTrON. 598.22A SATISFACTION OF SUPPORT 

9 PAYMENTS. 

lO Notwithstanding sectior.s 2528.14 and 598.22, support., 

ll payments ordered pursuant to any Stlpport chapter for orders 

12 entered on or after July 1, :985, which are not made pursua~t 

l3 to the provisions of section 2528.14 or 598.22, shall be 

14 credited only as orovided in this section. 

15 l. For payment made pursuant to an order entered on or 

16 after July 1, 1985, the c:erk of the distr~ct court or 

17 collection services center shall record a satisfaction as a 

18 credit on the official support payment record if its validity 

19 is confirmed by the court upon submission of an affidavit by 

20 the person entitled to rece:ve the payment, after notice is 

21 given to all parties. 

22 2. --23 which notice shall be given when public funds have been 

24 expended pursuant to chapter 234, 239, or 249A, or similar 

25 statutes in another s.t,ate. If eroper noti~, cs not;_,9iven ts.,. 

26 the stat~ when r;_g~~red, a_r;t_o.;?;.;,m£.f sati~action is voi~ 

27 3. The court shall not enter an order fer satisfaction ?f 

28 payments not made t~rouqh the clerk of the cistrict court or 

29 collection services center if chose Daymer.~~ ~a·•o 'oepn t ... ,;....:..> •• v._ ....... 

30 assigned as a ~esult of oublic funcs expended pursuanc to 
? ... - ...... 

31 chancer 234, 239, or 249A, or simila~ statutes 1n other 

32 states. 

33 Sec. 49. Section 675.25, Code Supplement 1989, is amended 

34 to read as follows: 

3'5 
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l COSTS. 

2 Upon a finding or verdict of paternity pursuant to section 

3 675.24, the court shall. establish the father"s monthly support 

4 payment and the amount of the support debt accrued or accruing 

5 pursuant to sect:on 598.21, subsection 4, until the child 

6 reaches majo;i~;t_or ;u;_t~_l __ .thlO,c~.!:_~d finj:shes high school, if 

7 after majority. Th~ court may order the ~ather to pay amounts 
- .. --. ----· 

8 the court deems appropriate fer the past support and 

9 maint~nance of th~ child and for the reasonable and necessary 

:.o ,;,xgenses i_r~.;,urred iJY or for the mother in connection wit~ 

ll prenatal care, the birth of ~he child, and ~cstnatal care of 

~2 the child 2nd the mother, Gnd other m~dical suoocrt as defined 

L3 in section 252E.l. The court may award the prevailing party 

17 l. An action to establish pater~ity and support ~nde: this 

18 chapter may be brought within the time limitations set :orth 

19 In section 614.8. 

20 2. Notwithstanding subsection l, an action to establish 

21 paternity and sup9or: under this chapter may be brought 

22 concerning a person who was under age e:ghteen on August 16, 

2 3 1984, regardless of whether anv prior act ion ·..-as dismissed _,,__._._ __ ....:......,.;.., __ 
24 because a statuce of :imitations of less than eighteen vears 

25 was then in effect. s~~h an ~ct~on mar be brou2ht wich:n the 

26 time limitations set forth in section 514.8, or until July 2, 

27 1992, whichever is :ater. 

28 Sec. 51. RULES. 

29 The deoarcment of huma~ services may adopt administrative 

30 rules under section l7A.4, subsection 2, and section l7A.5, 

31 subsection 2, paragrar;_h ~~b~', to i~R,l.~:;;t the provisions of 

32 sections 5, 13, and 25 :hrough 40 of this Act, and che rules 

33 may be made effective on or after July l, 1990. 

34 Sec. 52. 

35 Section 48 of this Act applies retroactively to payments 

-25-



• 

S.F. 21/zef H.F. 
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~ SENATE FILE 2429 
~175 

1 Ame~d Se~ate ?ile 2429, as amended, passed, and 
2 repri~ted by che Sena~e, as follows: 
~ 1. Page 23, by str1king lines 3 through il, and 
4 inser:ing the [allowing: 
5 "NEW SUBSEC'!'ION. SA. Notwi:hstanding subsection 
6 8, a substantial change of circumstances exists whe~ 
7 the court o~cier for child suppo~t dev~ates E:om t~e 
8 c~ild support gu1deli:.es establis~ed purs~an~ to 
9 section 598.21, subsection 4 for a reason other than 

10 that stated in the original order, unless the 
li provisions of the guidei~nes themselves have changed 
~2 sin~e the en~ry ot subsequent modification of the 
~j original order. Gpo~ a?p:ication tor a mcdification 
:4 of an order for child support where services are being 
15 received pursua~: to chapter 252B, the court shall act 
16 in accordance with sectio~ 598.2!, subsectio~ ~-" 

By H~VERLAND of Po~k 
H-6175 ?ILED APRIL i, 199C 

'I 
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,. J~-·· 
/:"",_ i:'\ ... ....~ ?age 

Amend the Ser1ate ~1.1 e 2420, as ame:1ded, passed~' and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 

l. Page 22, by striki~g :ines l4 a~d 15, and 
~ insertin~ the fo:~owing: 

"i<. Cha:~ges .:..~. tec:~ncloqy :c2.ated to deter:ni:-:~~icn 
5 of paternity, subject _to the following conCi tio~s ~-~d 
7 limitations: 
S (l) {a) For orders __ ~ntered befo:e Ju:;.y ::.., 199~-~2 
9 petition to modify must be fi:ed ~y July l, ~99l, 

lG ;:>~ovided that the ~_b) .. ld is under the age of ni:1eteen 
_._.._ years at the time the petition to modify is filed. 
~2 ______ (_~_)- For orders entered on or after Jul_y_l, 1990, a 
,) petition to modify must be fll~d within five years o~ 
l~ the date o£ en~ry ?J_!~e dissolution decree or t~~ 
lS orde:- establishi.229.___~t~nity, provided that the child 
l5 is under the ag2 of __ ..!!l}leteen years at the time the 
l7 cetition to modify is filed. 
18 (2) Any modification of child support brought 
19 under this lettered paragraph _can_be made retroact1ve 
20 on:.y to the date on which the notice oZ the_oe:1dinc 
21 2__et.~tion for modificacion is served on t!ie ~ppos1ng 
22 pa:- t y. 
23 (3) The cost of testing related ~a the 
24 det.e!:"mination of paterni::y shall be P:~ .... i_~---~ tte ve::-son 
25 requesting the m?_di_fic_<l~lon. 
26 1. Other factors the court deterrr.i~es ~o be 
27 ~elevant in an 1nd.i.vidual case." 
By HALVORSON of Webster 

BRAND of Bento;: 
CORi3ETT of Linn 

E-6172 FILED APRIL 7, 1990 
ADOPTED (!'!- .;~ ~ 7 -' ; 

:; 

DAGGETT of Adams 
JAY of Appanoose 
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SOUSE AMENuMEN~ TO 
SENATE-~ILE 2429 

S-6022 
l Amend the Senate File 2429, as amended, passed, and 

reprinted by the Senate, as :cllows: 2 
3 
4 
s 
6 
7 
8 
9 

:o , ' _.._ 
:.2 
13 
::.4 
:s . ' -0 

-' 
18 . ~ 
~:J 

::o 
2~ 

22 
? ~J 

-~ 

2~ 
25 
?' -b 
27 
28 
29 
30 
Jl 
32 
33 
34 
3S 
36 
37 
38 
39 
~0 . ' 
'i.l. 

~2 

~3 

~. Page 22, by st~iKing lines :4 and 15, and 
:neertir.g the following: 

''k. Changes in technology :e:a~ed to dete~rnination 
?~ pate:~itv, subject :o the following cor.ditio~s a~d 
~~mltat1ons: 

(l) (a) For orders entered be:ote Julv 1, 1990, a 
oetition to ~odifv ~usc be ri:ed bv :ulv l, 1991, 
~rovided that the child is ~~de~ tne age of ~:netee~ 
vears at the time the necition tc modifv is filed. 

(b) For orde:s en~ered o~ c: after Julv i, :9~0, a 
~eti~ion ~o modifv ~~st ~e :iled w~th~~ five vears of 
che date of en::y of :he disso!ut~on decree or t~e 
0 -c·e- es~ab' •shina ~-~e~-;~·; ~-ov~~e~ t~a~ ~he ch:~d "' "' ""' .__ ~•- _,.:::;,. '""'""'"'' ....,.. ~u •• ._ '-'•• ·•--

; s "na·e ... ~·!"'e aqe ·oF ..... : r'\e•-en yea~s a-- ~-&he :-- "i~ ... e rhe ... ...... .. ..... .. ........... ~ .. . ....... ,. ,.._ -
~eti~ion ~o ~cdifv is f~led. 

{2) A~v ~edification o: child suoocrt brouaht 
~der this :ettered oaragrao~ car. Oe made :etroactive 
c~lv ~o :he date on which t~e no:!ce of the oe~dinc 

:;a:ty. 
( 3 ) ~he case o: cest~~q rela~ec co 

o::>oosi::c 

determi~atio~ o! oa~et~ity s~al: be 2aid ~Y :je oerson 
rec~estinc the mod:fica~ic:.. 

~. Other facto:s t~c court Ce~erm~~es ~o De 
""r"'e~l-=-e-vant :.:'l an :ndividua::. cc.se." 

2. Page 23, by st:ikir.~ lines 3 through ~l, anC 
:nse:ting ~he followi;:g: 

''NEW SU3S2CTIOK. SA. Notw~:hsta~di~g s~bsectio~ 
a,· a. sl.1bsta:1~ial cha:-.;e o: ci:cu~s::.a:-.ces ex~st.s •.o~t:e~ 
the court order ~o: ch_:d s~~port 6evia:es ~=c~ t~e 
chi~d support guidel~~es established pu:suant co 
sec:ic~ 59&.2:, s~~sec:~on 4 ~or ~ :eason o~he~ tha~ 
that sta~ed in ~~e ~:~g~na: o~ier, ~~:~ss :~e 
prcv~sic~s of the g~ide:~nes themse:ves ~ave cha~ged 
s:nce the e~~:y or s~bSeGuen~ modi:icat:o~ of ~he 
ar:g:~al order. 0oo~ aoolicatio~ :o= a ~odificatio~ 
of an order for chlld s~Ppc~~ where services arE being 
received o~rs~a~t tc cha~ter 2528, the court s~all act 
in accord~~ce with secc~;n 598.2:, s~bsec:ion 4.'' 

3. 8y :e~u~beri~g, re~et~ering, or :edesigna~i~g 
and ccr~ecti~g i~terna: ~eEe=ences as ~ecessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

s-6C22 cc~~J A?rt:~ 7, l990 
co:;c:.;:<i'i.::::> 01'· 1 7.:1?) 

--';')- --
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AN ACT 

REL~TING TO RESPONSIBJI.ITIES FOR ~i:t£ RECEIPT ANO DISUURSt:HENT 

OF SUPPOR'I' PAYMENTS, SATISPAC'TION OF A SUPPORT ORilER B't DI­

RECT PAYMENT TO THE PERSON WHO IS TO RECEIVE 'I'HE PA~HENT, 

MEDICAL SUPPORT FOR CHILDReN RECEIVING CHILO SUPPORT, MODI­

FICATION OF Cl!ILO SUPPORT ORDERS, CHILD SUPPORT ENPORCEMEN't', 

D£TERHINA1'ION OF PATERNITY AND ESTABI.ISHH&NT Of PAST CHILO 

SUPPORT OBLIGATIONS, ESTABLISHING AN ADVISORY COMMITTE£, AND 

PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE FOR CERTAIN PROVISIONS. 

BE IT ENAC'I'EO BY TKE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF ~HE STATE OF IOWA: 

Sect ion 1. COLI.ECTION SERVICES -- 'I'RANSITIONAL PROVlSJONS. 

In order to implement thia Act, the depart~ent of human 

services and the judicial department ahall mutually agree on • 

schedule to complete the transfer o! support pay~ent 

collection an~ disbursement reaponalbllltlee fro• the 

collection services center to the clerks of the district 

court. The schedule shall provide for the completion of the 

transrer of the responaibllltiea for all affected ordera by 

June lO, 1991. The followln9 procedure lhall be uaed tor any 

order affected by the initial transfer of reaponalb1lit1esl 

l. The dep•rtment of human aervlcea shall develop a 

cumulative listing whlch apecifiea for each county the 

effective date by which the transfers of the reaponslbilltles 

to the cler)(s of the district court In each county are 

completed. The department shall c•uee the liatin9 to be 

published tn the Iowa administrative bulletin on the first 

date the bulletin is published aubaequent to the data the 

transfer of responalbilltles to all co~ntlea are co~pleted. 

2. The department of human services shall issue • notice 

dlrectinq the obliqor to sub~it payments to the clerk of the 

district court in accordance with the provisions of section 

-
Senate Ftle 1429, p. 2 

2S2B.l4. The notice shall be isBued to the obligor and the 

obligee by regular ~all, when an addresa ie known, at le•at 

ten day• prior to the effective date of the transfer of the 

receipt of payment responslbllltlee to the clerk of the 

district court. The notice shall •erve aa the equivalent of a 

court order In redirecting the payment. The notice shall 

contain all of the following lnfor~atlon: 

a. The na~ea of the obligor, obll9ee, and affected 

children. 

b. A list of all court ordera affected by tranefer of the 

reeponalbllltles, including the doc~et nusbera, the county or 

counties of tiling, effective dates of the eupport obligation, 

and the aupport obligation •~unta. 

c. A llet ot credit amount& trom the collection •ervices 

center recorda that will be trana~ltted from the collection 

aervlce• center to the clerk of the dlatrlct court. 

d, The etfective d•te of the tr•nafer of the 
reaponalbllitlee, 

J. ~he clerk of the district court shall issue a notice to 

the obligor within ten days of the date the responsibilities 

are transferred, The notice shall contain all or the 

followinq information! 

a. Conflr~atlon that the court-ordered support obli~ation 

is eatabllehed within the clerk of the dJatrlct court system 
for support payments. 

b. The clerk of the dlatrlct court pay~ent record account 
number. 

c. A lht of the credit atllollnta entered into the cler)( of 

the district court Byatem for support payments. 

Sec. 2. Section 252A.4, subsection 2, Code 1989, ls 

amended to read as follows: 

2. The court of the respondln9 state shalt-ha•e··the-pcwec­

to ~ order the respondent to pay sums sufficient to provide 

necese•ry food, shelter, clothing, care, nu~dical or hospital 

expenses, inc 1 ~-~ ~_nsL_II]ed i c~-~PP.?..f.U~_s!_e_!!!:l.!c! .!.0. . .£~-~P-~.~! 

en ., 
~ 
~ 
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~~~ expenses of conflne~ent, expenses of education of a 
child, funeral eMpensea and such other reasonable and pcoper 

expenses of the petitioner aa justice requires, havin9 due 
regard to the circu•stances of the respective parties. 

Sec. l. ~ --~~TION. 2S2A. SA LIMITATIONS OP' ACTIONS. 
1. An action to establish paternity and •upport under this 

chapter may be brought within the ti•e limitations aet forth 
in section 614.8. 

2, Notwithstandln9 subsection 1, an action to establish 
paternity and support under this chapter ~y be brou9ht 

concerning a person who was under •9• ei9hteen on Au9uat 16, 
1984, re9ardtess of whether any prior action waa dismissed 
because a statute of llmitatlone of less than eighteen year& 
was then in effect. Such an action may be brought within the 
time limitations set forth in eectlon 614.8, or until July 2, 
1992, whichever is later. 

Sec. 4. Section 2~28.5, Code 1989, i• a~ended by addln9 
the followin9 new subsections 

NEW SUBSECTIO~. 6, Aaaiatance in obtaining medical 
support as d~fined in chapter 252E. 

Sec. S. Section 2S28.S, Code 1989, is •mended by adding 
the followln9 new subsections 

NEW ~~~~~~TION. 1. At the request of either parent who ls 
subject to the order of support or upon ita own tnitlatlon, 

review the dmount of the support award in accord•nce with the 
quldeltnea established pursuant to eection 598.21, subsection 
4, •nd the federal Family Support Act ot 1968, •nd take action 
to initiate modification proceedinqa If the criteria 
established pursuant to this section are ~et. However, a 

review of a support award Ia not required in those cases for 
which an assi9nrnent ordered pursuant to chapter 234 or 239 i-s 
in effect if the child support recovery unit determines thdt 
such a review would not be in the best interest of the child 
and neither parent has requested such review. 

Senate file 2429, p. 4 

The department •halt adopt rules no later than October 11, 

1990, aettlng forth the process for review of requests for 
modification of support obliqatlons and the criteria and 
process for taking action to initiate modification 
proceeding&. 

Sec. 6. Section 2528.6, subsection 3, Code 1989, i• 
•mended by etrikin9 the subsection and tneertlng in lieu 
thereof the followin91 

l. Appear on behalf of the state for the purpose of 
facillt•tlng the ~odlfication of support awards consistent 
with quidellnea eatabliahed purauant to ••etlan 598,21, 
•ubeectlon 4 and the federal P•~ily Support Act of 1986. The 
unit th•ll not othecwlae participate ln the proceeding. 

Sec. 7. Section 2528.6, subsection 4, para9uph t'. fode 
1~89, h a111end~-.: t•y etrlklng the paraqraph. 

Sec, 8. Se~t1on 1528.7, Code 1~89, ia •=ended by adding 
the following new aubeectlon1 

NEW SUBSECTION. 4. An attorney e~ployed by or under 
contract with the child aupport recovery unlt represents •nd 
acta on behalf ot the state when providlnq child support 
enforcement services. 

Sec. 9. Section 2S2B.l3, Code 1989, is amended by strikinq 
the section and lnaertlnq in lieu thereof the followin9: 

2528.13 COLLECTION SERVICES CENTER. 

'1. The department shall establish within the unlt a 
collection services center for the rece1pt and disbursement of 

support p•y~ents aa defined ln section 598.1 required pursuant 
to an order for which the unit is providing or has provided 
enforcement aervlces on or after July 1, 1968, under this 

chapter. f'or purposes ot this section, support payments do 
not Include attorney tees or court costa. 

2. The center shall develop an automated system to provide 
support payment recorda from the center to the clerks of the 

district court and the clecks of the district court are 
authorized to receive this information. 
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3. On Janudry 1 of each year the center shall submit a 

report to the fiscal comrnlttee of the le9lslat1ve council 

relatin9 to the time required between the time the payment is 

received and the ti~e the funda are dletrlbuted to the 

recipient. 

Sec. 10. Section 2S2B.l4, Code 1989, ie ••ended by 
striking the section and lnBertlnq ln lieu thereof the 

following: 

2528.14 SUPPORT PAYMENTS-- COLLECTlON SERVICES CENTER-­

CLER~ OF THE DISTRICT COURT. 

All support payments required pursuant to orders entered 

under this chapter and chapter 234, 2S2A, 2S2C, 598, 675, or 

any other chapter shall be directed and processed as follows: 

1. lf the child support recovery unit la provldln9 
enforcemefll sentlces for a support order, support payments 

made pursuant to the order shall be directed to and processed 

as follows: 

a. Paym~nts ~&de throu9h lnco~e withholdinQ, waqe 

assi9nm~nt, ~nemploy~ent 1naurance offset, or tax otrset ahall 

be directed to and dlabureed by the collection aervic~a 

center. 

b. Payments made throu9h electronlc transfer of funds, 
i.ncludin9 but not limited to uee""bf an auto~nated teller 

~achlne, a telephone Initiated bank account withdrawal, oc an 

automatic ban~ account withdrawal shall be directed to and 

disbursed by the collection services center. 

c. Payments made throu9h any other ~ethod shall be 

directed to the cler~ ot the dletrlct court in the county in 

which the order for support h tiled and shall be disbursed by 

the collection services center. 

z. If the child •upport recovery unit ls not providin9 
enfocceru1mt services for a support order, support payment& 

made purs-uant to the order shall be dltected to and dlabursed 

by the clerk of the district court in the county in whlch the 

order for supJ~.Ht i.s filed. 

-
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J. Payments to persons other than the clerk of the 

district court or the collection services center do not 

sat l.ah the •upport obllgat ions created by a •upport order or 

judgment, except aa provided for trusts and social security 

incoMe in section 2S1D.l, ~98.22, or S98.ll. or for tax 

refund• or rebates in aection 602.8102, aubeectlon 47, •nd 

except as provlded for certaln order• entered on or after July 

1, 1985, in which a sworn affidavit is aubmltted as proof of 

payment pursuant to section 598.22A. 
Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 2S2B.lS PROCESSING AND 

DISBtlRSI::MENT OP SUPPORT PA'iHENTS. 

1. tf the child support recovery unit is provldl.n9 

enforcement services for a aupport order, the collection 

services center I.e the official entity re•ponalble for 

d1sbura1nQ the support paymente made purauant to the order. 

2. The collection •ervices center ahall notify the clerk 

of the district court of any order tor which the child aupport 

recovery unit ia provldlnq enforceMent services. The clerk of 

the 4Latrlct court •hall forward any aupport payaent ~ade 

purauant to the order, alonq with •ny •upport payment 

information, to the collection services center. The 

collection services center shall process and disburse the 

payment in accordance with federal requirements. 
J. If the child eupp<)rt recovery unit la not. providl.n9 

enforcement servlcea for a support order, the clerk of the 

dlstrl.cl court in the county ln which the order for support is 

filed is the official entity re&ponslble roc dlsbursiiH) of 

support payments made purs~ant to the order. 

4. If the unit's child $Upport enforcement services 

relatinq to a support order are terminated but the support 

obli.Qatlon remalng accrued or accruing, the support payment 

receipt and diaburse~ent responslblllties relating to the 

order shall be tr&naferred from the collection eervices center 

to the appropriate clerk of the district court. The 
depart~ent shall adopt rules pursuant to chapter 17A relatin9 

to the tran5fer of the reg~lnslbilitles. 

(/) 
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~ ..., 
CD 



Sen~te Pile 2429, p. 7 

~. If it is possible to identify the support order to 

which a payment is to be applied, a payment received by the 

collection services center or the cler~ of the district court 

shall be disbursed to the appropriate individual or office 

'olithin t.wo working days in accordance with section S98.22. 

Sec. 12. Section 2!J2B.l6, Code 1989, ia a111ended by 

strikin9 the section and lnaertinq in lieu thereof the 
followin91 

2S2B.l6 'l'RANSf'ER OF SUPPORt" ORDER PROCESSING 
RESPONSIBILITIES -- ONGOING PROCEDURES. 

1. For a support order bein~ processed by the clerk of the 
district court, upon notification that the unit is providin9 

enforcement services related to the order, the clerk of th~ 

distcict court shall i~ediately transfer the responalbillty . . 
for the disbursement of support payments received pursuant to 
the order to the collection eervlcea center, 

2. The depart~ent shall adopt rulea pursuant to chapter 

l7A to ensure that the affected parties are notltled that the 

support payment dlaburse11ent reaponsibilitlea h&ve been 

transferred to the collection service• center lro111 the clerk 

of the district court. The rules shall include a pcoviaion 

requiring that a notice •hall be •ent by regular a.il to the 
last known addresses of the obligee 

Sec. ll. ~~TION. 2529.18 
ESTABLISHED. 

and the obl190r, 

ADVISORY C~ITTEE 

'I'he department shall establish • child support enforcement 

program advisory committee which ahall Include repreaentatives 

ot custodial parent groups, noncustodial parent 9roups, the 

judicial department, the office of citizens' aide, the Iowa 

state bar association, and representatives of other 

constituencies havinq an interest in child s1.1pport enforcement 

issues. 't"he aJvisory committee shall assist the department in 

reviewin~ issues related to the implementation o! the federal 

Fa~ily Support Act of 1988 and ~ethods of improvln9 aervice. 

With the- assistance of the advisory coiiWittee, the depactment 
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shall review existing policies, practices, •nd procedures of 

the child suppoct recovery unit to identify areas in which 

adminlatr.ttive appeal& proceduree or other provisions for 

review ot contested leaues would help to aeaure fair and 

impartial tre•t~ent of persons •ffected by action& of the 
unlt. 

Sec. lt. Sect lOn 252C.l, •ubsectlon 2, Code 1989, le 

a~!nded to read •• follows: 

2. •court order• means a jud9ment or order of a court of 

thla atate or another •tate requirin9 the ~yroent of • aet or 

deter~lnable a1110unt of monetary aupport. For orders_!~~!!!~ 

on or after July 1, 1!901 unle•s the COIJ!t apecitl~.!!!l '-:r! 

~~herwheL!~dlcal ..!!~P£~8 defined i!!_!ection_1.~2E.l, is 

!!2.L lnc!ud!~in the..!!!!.~ ot_monetarv ~..22.!..!...=. 

Sec. 15. Section 2S2C.l, Code 1989~ la amended by adding 
the lollowin9 new aubaectlon: 

N~ ~UBSEC'I'ION. 8. "'Medical support• e~~eans either the 

provlalon of cover•ge under a health benefit plan, includlnq a 

group or employment-related or an individual health benefit 

plan, or a health benefit plan provided pursuant to ch•pter 

514E, to meet the medic•l needs of a dependent and the cost of 

any pre~iu~ req1.1lred by a health benefit plan, or the payment 

to the obliqee ot a monetary amount in lieu ot providing 

coveraqe under & health benefit plan, either of which 18 an 

obli~tion aeparate from any ~onetary amount of ch1ld aupport 
ordered to be paid. 

Sec. 16. Section 252C.3, subsection 1, unnumbered 

paragraph 1, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

In the absence of a court order~ 2!_!f an adcn~!'!.i_B...!.!.!!:.!'!'~ 

£.!~...!.~!.!ts whlchA2'!..!......!!.2t_requlre .erovision o~ med!_£!_~ 

~!:_.as del1~!d in chapter 252E or equ1va~ent m~~~£!! 

~P2~-~ the administrator mar issue a notice establlshlng and 

demanding ei!._t}er p.aym!:nt of ID!.c!!£!!.....!!.222.!1.!!tabl iahed _ _.!! 

def_!_~~~....!!!..~£..t}apter _n~ payt!lent ot •n accrued or accruing 
support debt due and owed to the department or an individual 
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under section 252C.2L-2!_~L~· The notice shall be served 

upon the responsible person in accordance with the rules of 

civi 1 procedure. The not lee a hall include all of the 

follo'oo1ln9: 

Sec. 17. Section 25>2C.l, subsection 1, paugraph d, Code 

1989, 111 amended to read dS followsa 

d. A demand for either l~edlate payaent of the support 

debt 2.L.2:L" medical support debt eatablhhed as ~!!fined in 

ch!!2t!~--1~~~· or both. 

Sec. 18. Section 2S2C.J, subsection 1, ~ragr~ph e, 

subpara9raphs (3) and 14), Code 1989, are amended to read as 

follows: 

Ill A statement that a!ter the holdln9 of the negotiation 

conference, the administrator may Issue a new notice and 

finding of financial responsibility for child support or 

medical suppo~!.t_2!...!JOt!!.L to be aent to the responsible peuon 
by regular mall addressed to the reeponalble person's last 

known address, or if appllcabl•, to the last known address of 
the responsible person's attorney. 

14) A statement that lf the ad~lnlatrator lasues a ne~ 

notice and findlnq of financial reeponalblllty for child 

!.\lPJ?£rt or t~edical 8U2J22!.!L2:!.J~~h· then the respona1ble 
person shall have ten days fro~ the date of iaeuance ot the 

new notice or t~enty days from the date of aervlce ot the 

oriqinal notice, whichever ls later, to aend • request for a 

hurlnC1 to the office of the chlld aupport recovery unit which 
iasued the notice, 

Sec. 19. Section 2S2C.3, aubeection 1, paragraphs f, q, 

and 1, Code 1909, are amended to read ae followas 

f. A statement that if the reapona1ble peraon objects to 

all or any part of the notice or flndinq of financial 

re9ponsibility for .£.hild support OLJ~.~1)_cal support, or both.!. 
and ftC! n~gotiation conference is not requested, ~hen-within 

twenty-der~-cf-the-date-of-ee~wiee, the responsible person 

sha 11 L~!.!..!l_!_n _ __! wer!!:.l:_~!._2!_ the da~!_.Q!._!:~..!: ~ ~-~ send to the 

-
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office of the child aupport recovery unit which issued the 

notice a written response setting forth any objections and 

roqueatlng a hearing. 

g. A statement that if a timely written requeat for a 

hearing is received by the office of the child aupport 

recovery unl t which !a sued the notice, the reaponalble pereon 

shall have the right to a hearing to be held in dl•trict 

courtJ and that if no tiMely written response le received, the 

ad~inlstrator ~y enter an order in accordance with the notice 

and finding of financ1al reaponaibility for child support ~~ 

me_dical •upport, or bo~h· 

i. A atate~ent that the responaible pereon ahall notify 

the admlnht u11tor. of any chan9e ot addreaaL &I' employcuntL...2:.!. 

~edlcal coverag~-~~ired by chapter 2522. 
Sec. 20. Section 252C.l, subaectlon 4, Code 1989, la 

aaended by adding the following new paragraphs 

NEW PARAGRAPH. e. The medical support required pursuant 

to chapter 598 and rules adopted pursuant to chapter 252R. 

Sec. 21. Section 252C.l, subsections, Code 1909, ls 
amended to read aa followa: 

5. The responsible person shall be aent a copy of the 

order by regular Mail addressed to the responsible person's 

last known address, or if applicable, to the last known 

address of the responsible peraon'a attorney. The order ls 

final, and action by the administrator to enforce and collect 

upon the order, lncludin9 arreara9ea and medical support, or 

~Q~~· ~ay be taken fr~ the date of issuance of the order. 
Sec. 22. Section 252C.4, aubaectJona 2 and 4, Code 

Supplement 1989, are amended to read aa followss 

2. If the matter has not been heard prevloualy by the 

district court, 2!_!~~!!~~ adminlstra~!~e order does~~~ 

1?!.2'!..!.~! __ fo!__~!_dlcal auppo~_t __ .J2~_r_s~~o chapter 25~ the 
certification shall include true copies of the notice and 

finding of ftnanc1al responslblllty or notice of the support 

debt accrued and accruinq, the return of service, the wcltten 

1/) , 
~ 
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object ions and request for hearing, and true copies of any 
ddrninlsttative orders previously ~ntered. 

4. The court shall establish the monthly£~!.}.~ 9upport 
payment and the amount of the support debt accrued and 

accruing ptH!'I.u.tnt to section 598.21. subsection 4.!-.. ~r medic.tl 

!~P.E.~!LP~~~~.atlt ~Q._~!"!~.E:~~r 252£, or both. 
Sec. 23. Section 252C.9 1 Code 1989, ia a~ended to read as 

follows: 

252C.9 e&URf-aReeR-PReYAib8 PREVAILING ORDERS. 

If an order of the admlniattator ieaued pur•uant to thie 

chapter conflicts with •n order of • court, the court order 
prevdila £!Sarding support leeuee addreaaed by the court 

£!~~!. 
Sec. 24. Section 2520.1, eubsection 1, Code 1989, la 

amended to read as followat 

1. As used in this chapter, unleaa the context otherwhe 
requires, •support• or ~aupport payments~ aeana any amount 

which the court may require a peraon to pay for the benefit of 
a child under a temporary order or a final judqment or decree, 
and tr~ay include child aupport, ulntenance, medical euppar_L!! 

de! ined !!!.....~h.~~~S2Et. and, it contained ln a chlld support 
order, apousal support, £nd any other ter~ uaed to describe 
these obliqations. These obliqatlons may include support for 
a child who is between the aqes of elqhteen and twenty-two 
years and who is reqularly attending an accredited school in 
pursuance of a course of atudy leadln~ to a high echool 
d1ploma or ita equivalent, or reqularly attendinq • courae of 
vocational technical trainlnq either aa a part ot a regular 
school pro9ram or under special arrangements adapted to the 
individual person's needs, or le, in qood faith, a full·tl~e 

student in a college, university, or area achool, or has been 
accept~d for admission to a colleqe, university, or area 

school and the next reqular term has not yet begun: and may 
include support for a child of any aqe who is dependent on the 
parties to the dissolution proceedinqs because of physical or 
mentdl disability. 
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Sec, 25. NE1oi -~~~:!'WN, 252F.. l OKFINITIONS. 

As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 
requires: 

l. ~child'' caeana a pecson for whom chlld aupport may be 

ocdered i· :( ··-•nt to chapter 214, 239, 252A, 252C, 598, or 67S 

or any other chapter of the Code. 

2. "Department" meana the department of human aervicea, 

which includes but ia not limited to the child support 
recovery unit, or. any comparable aupport enforce~ent aqency of 
another state. 

3. •Dependent• ~eana a child, or en obllqee for wham a 
court ~y order coveraqe by a health benefit plan pursuant to 
section 252£.3. 

4. ~Enroll• meana to be allqible tor and covered by a 
health benefit plan. 

5. ~uealth benefit plan" means any policy or contract of 
insurance, lnde~nlty, eubecr1ption or me~berehlp issued by an 
insurer, health service corporation, health maintenance 

orqanlaatlon, or any •lmllar corpor•tion, orqanlzation, or a 
self-insured employee benefit plan, tor the purpose of 
covering medical expenaea. Theae expenaea ~ay include, but 
are not limited to hospital, aurqical, major ~edlcal 
lnaurance, dental, optical, prescription drugs, office v1s1ta, 
or any combination of these or any other coruparable health 
care expenaea. 

6, •tnsurer• means any entity which provides a health 
benefit plan. 

7. •Ked1cal support• means either the provision of a 
health benefit plan, includinq a group or employment-related 

or an individual health benefit plan, or • health benetlt plan 
provided pursuant to chapt~r 514£, to meet the medical needs 
ot a dependent and the cost ot any premium required by a 
health benefit plan, or the payment to the obll9ee of a 
monetary amount in lieu o~ 4 health benefit plan, either of 
which ia an obllqat ion sepatate from any monet.Hy amount of 

-
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child support ordered to be paid. Medical support ls not 

alimony. 

8. "Obligee'' roeans a parent or Another natur.al person 

leqally entitled to receive a aupport pay~ent on behalf of a 
child. 

9. "Obligor'' cneans t11 parel'lt or another natural person 

legally responsible for the support of a dependent. 

Sec. 26. ~-EW~-~~~T.~.ON, 2S.2£.1 OROP.R FOR MEDICAL SUPPORT. 

The entry of an order, purauant to chapter 214, 252A, 2S2C, 

598, or 67S, requiring the provl•lon ot coverage under a 

health benefit plan ia authorization foe enroll~ent of the 

dependent if the depend~nt is otherwise eligible to be 

enrolled. The dependent's eliglblllty and enroll~ent for 

coveraqe under such a plan ehall be qoverned by all applicable 

terma and conditions, includlnq, but not ll~ited to, 

ellqibility and insurability etandards. ~he dependent, if 

ellqible, shall be provided the aa~e coverage aa the obll9or. 

Sec. 21. ~~ SECT!ON. 2S2E.l HEALTH BENEFIT COVERAGE OF 

OBt.JGF.E. 

For cases for which services are being provided purauant to 

chapter 2528, the order may require an obligor providlnq a 

health benefit plan for a chlld to alao provide a health 

benefit plan for the benefit of an obligee lf the obligee is 

eligible for enrollment under the plan in which the child or 

the obll9or is enrolled, and if the plan is available at no 
addH ional cost. 

Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 2S2£.4 COP~ Or ORDER TO EMPLOYER. 

The obllqor shall take all eteps neceaaary to enroll and 

~aintain coverage under a health benefit plan !or a dependent 

at present and all future placee of employ•ent, and ahall send 

a copy of the order requlrin9 the coverage to the obligor's 
ernployer. 

1. Within fifteen daya of entry of the order, the obligor 

Shdll provide wntten proof to the obligee and the departrnent 
that the required coverage has been obtai1\ed or that 

dppl icdt 10n for coverage has been made. 

e 
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2. If the obllqor fails to provide written proof as 

required ln subsection 1, a copy of the order for medical 

support shall be forwarded to the obligor's etnployer by the 
obllQee or the departRent. 

J. The chapter shall be constructive notice to the obliqor 

of enforce~ent and further notice prior to enforcement ia not 

required. 

4. The order requl ring coverage 18 blndlnq on all future 

employers or ln9\lrera if the dependent la el1qlble to be 

enrolled In the health benefit plan under the applicable plan 
terma and conditions. 

Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 252E.5 EPFECT OF ORDER ON 

E.M.PLO'iER. 

When the order has been forwarded to the obliqor'e employer 

pursuant to aection 252£.4, the order la binding on the 

employer and the e~ployer'a insurer to the eMtent that the 

depend•nt la eligible to be enrolled in the plan under the 

applicable teras and conditione of the health benefit plan. 

The employer 1hall forward a copy ot the order to the insurer 

and requeat enrollment of the dependent ln the health benefit 
plan. Within eixty daya of receipt of the order or within 

al•tr daye of reCeipt of application of the obligor pursuant 

to the order, whichever i& earlier, the insurer shall 

determine whether the dependent le eligible for enrollment 

under the plan and &hall notify the eRployer of the 

dependent'& ellqibllity &tatua. It eligible, the ernployer 

ahall withhold any required prel'llum from the obli9or'a income 

ot wages. If ~ore than one plan ie offered by the e~ployec, 

the dependent ehall be enrolled in the health benefit plan in 

which the obligor is enrolled. 

Within thirty days of receipt of an order that requires dn 

obligor to enroll a dependent in a health benefit plan, the 

obligor'& employer shall provide the followlnq information 

regardln9 the enrollment status of the dependent to the 

oblJQor, the obllqee, and the department; 

1/) , 
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1. That the Jependent has been enrolled in a health 
benet it plan. 

2. That the dependent will be enrolled in the next 
enrollment period. 

1. That the dependent Ja not eliqible for enrollment and 

the reasons that the dependent i• not ellqible to be enrolled. 
4. Tnat the order haa been forwarded to the insurer .&nd c\ 

determination of eligibility for enrollment haa not been made. 

5. If either subsection 1 or 2 deacrlbes the enrollment 
status of the dependent, allot the followlnq information: 

a. The name of the insurer providinq the health benefit 
plan. 

b. 7he dependent's effective date of coverage. 
c. The health benefit plan or account number. 
d. The typ(~ uf health bel1eflt plan under which the 

dependent haa been enrolled, including whether dental, 
optical, office visits, and preecription druqa are covered 

services. Additionally, the re•ponae ahall include a brief 
description of the applicable deductiblea, coinsurance, 
waiting periods for preeKiatinq medical conditions, and other 
significant ter~s or conditions which materially affect the 
coverage. 

If an order requirinq that the obligor provide coverage 
under a health benefit plan for the dependent haa been 
forwarded to the obligor's eaployer pursuant to section 
2~2E.4, and the obligor's employaent is terainated, the 
e~ployer ahall provide notice to the obliqe& and the 
department within ten days of tereination of the obllqor'a 
employ~ent. If an order requiring th•t the obligor provide 

coverage under ~ health benefit plan for the dependent has 
been torwardP.d to the obligor's e~ployer pursuant to section 
l52E.4, and the employer's health benefit plan ia terminated 
either in its entirety or with respect to the obligor's 
insurance clasgification, or the eaaployer hae chanqed its 

insurer, the employer shall provide notice to the obligee dnd 
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the depdctment te~ day$ prior to the termination of coveraqe 
or c~ange Jn ineurer. 

This chapter doe& not preclude the e•change ot required 

information between the department and employers or inaurere 
through electronic data transfer. 

Sec. 30. ~~~ECTION. 2S2E,6 DURATION OP HEALTH BENEFIT 
PLAN COVERAGE. 

1. A child is ellQlble for medical aupport !or the 

duration of the obliqor'a child support obligation. However, 
the chlld'a eligibility tor coverage under • health benefit 
plan shall be qoverned by all applicable plan provi•ions 

includinq, but not limited to, eligibility end in•urabillty 
•tandard•. 

l. Por cases for which aervlcea are being provided 
purauant to chapter 2528. tercination of an obllqee'• aaedical 
support ordered pursuant to section 2S2E.3 shall be qoverned 
by the insurer's health benefit plan provieiona for 
termination and by applicable federal law. 

Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 2S2E.7 INSURER AUTHORIZATION. 
1. The entry of an order requlrinq a health benefit plan 

la authorization for enroll~ent of the dependent if the 
dependent is otherwise eligible to be enrolled. (f an order 
haa been forwarded to the insurer pursuant to section 252E.~ 
and Ia not acc~panled by an appropriate application for 
enrollaent of the dependent eiqned by the obligor, the insurer 
shall atteapt to obtain a aigned application fro~ the obligor. 
If the insurer ls unauccesaful in obtaining a signed 

•ppllcation from the obligor within thirty days after the 
inaurer'a initial requeat to the obligor, the insurer ahall 
accept the aiqnature of the obligee or an e~ployee ot the 
department aa valid authorization for enrollment of the 
dependent under the health benefit plan. 

2. Por purposes of proceaslnq clai~a for payment, the 
insurer shall attempt to obtain the obllqor'& written 
authorization to accept the signature of the obllqee or an 

-



• 
Senate File 2C29, p. 17 

ernployeP of the depart111ent on all claim forms submitted to the 

1nsurer for medical services provided to the dependent. Upon 

receipt of such written author iaat ton f ro111 the obliqor on at 

lectst .sn annual basi&, the insurer ahall •ccept the •l9nature 

of the obligee or an employee of the depart•ent •• valid 
authorlzatlon for purposes of proceaalR9 any •edlcal expenae 
claims on behalf of the dependent for ~yaent or relab~rae=ent 

of medical services rendered to the dependent. 

If the insurer is unsucceaetul ln obtaining such written 

authorization from the obliqor within thirty daya after the 

insurer's iniUal request to the obligor, the insurer ahall 

accept the siqnature of the obligee or an e~ployee of the 

department dS valid authorization for purposes of processing 

any ~edical expense claima on behalf of the dependent for 

payment or reimbursement of medical services rendered to the 

dependent. 

J. The insurer shall have ilnl'llunity !roca any liability, 

civil or criminal, which ~iqht otherwise be incurred or 

imposed !or actions taken in implementing this section 

including, but not licaited to, the insurer's release of any 

information, or the payment of any clal~s for aervicee by the 

insurer, or the in1urer'e acceptance of applications for 

enrollment of the dependent and medical expenae clal~s for the 

dependent which are ai9ned by the obltgee or an employee of 

the department pursuant to thia aectlon. 

t. This aection does not preclude an insurer from iesuing 

payment dtrectly to the provider if such payment procedure le 

consistent with the health benefit plan under which the 

dependent is enrolled, except as provided pursuant to chapter 

249A. 

~. Pdyments remitted to the obligor by the insurer for 
services received by the dependent shall be recoverable by 

obl iqee or the department from the obligor if not propedy 

paid by thP. obli9or to the 

Sec. 32. ~~ ~~~~!.~9~· 

provider or the obligee. 

252£.8 RELEASES OF INAORMATJON. 

the 

tt 
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1. If an ord~r foe cover~qe undec a health benefit plan 

h~s be•n forwarded pursuant to section 152£.5, the obllgor'8 

ecap.loyer or insurer shall releaae to the obligee or the 

depactment upon receiving a written cequest, the information 

necessary to co~plete an application or to file a claim for 

medical expenses of the dependent, provided the obllqor's 

employer or ineurer la given ·•uffic1ent opportunity to obtain 

written authorization for the release of •uch lntor•ation fro~ 
the obligor pursuant to this •ection. 

1. The employer or insurer •hall aake available to the 

obligee or the departa~ent any necesury clailn terrae or 

enrollment cemberahip cards it required to obtain eervlces. 

J. The obliqor'a employer and insurer shall have inrnunity 

fro~ any liability. civil or criminal, which mlqht otherwise 

be incurred or l~poaed for any lntormatlon released by •uch 

employer or lnaurer purauant to this chapter. 

'· ~he departraent Day release to the obligor's employer or 
insurer or to the obll9ee information neceaeary to obtain, 
enforce, and collect medical support. 

Sec. ll. NEW SECTION. 1S2E.9 RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE 
OBLIGOR. 

1. For cases tor which aervlcea are being provided 

purauant to chapter 2S2B, an obli9or who fails to raalntaln 

£edica1 support tor the benefit of the dependent aa ordered 

shall be liable to the obligee or the department for any 

medical expenses incurred from the date of the court order, 

Proof of failure to aalntain medical eupport constitutes a 

shoving of increased need and provides a bash for the 

eatablhhraent of a ID'Ionetary amount tor medical support. 

2; P'or casea for which services are being provided 

purauant to chapter 2~2B, the obligor shall notify the obligee 

and the department wlthln ten days of a change in the terms or 

conditione o! coverage under a health b~netit plan. Such 

chanqea ~ay include, but ate not limited to, a change 1n 

deduct1bles, coinsurance, preadmisslon notification 

C/) .,.. 
~ 
~ 
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requirenu~nts, co\·• •··l~ foe dental, optical, office visits, 

prescription drugs, inpatient and outpatient hospitalization, 

and any other changes which materially attect the coverage. 

Coate incurred by the obll9ee or the departl'llent as a result of 

the obllqor's tailure to provide notltlc•tion as required are 
recoverable from the obligor. 

Sec. 34. NEW SECTION. 2~3B.l0 RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 

DEPARTMENT. 

ror cases tor which servlcea are belng provided pursuant to 

chapter 2~28, th~ department ahall take atepa required by 

federal requt..t tdns to lt11ple111ent and enforce an order tor 

l'lledicctl support. 

Sec. JS. H£!'!_~££1'.!Q~· 2~21!.11 ASSIGNMENT. 
If medical assistance coverage ia provided by the 

departm~nt to a dependent, right• to medical &upport payments 

are assigned to the departMent pursuant to federal 
re9ulat ions. 

Sec. 16. ~~--§ECTION. 252£.12 ENFORCEMENT. 
For the purposes of enforce~ent pur&uant to chapter 2529, 

medical aupport ~ay be reduced to a dollar amount and =ay be 

collected thr<ltJgh the same remedlea available for the 

collection and enforcement ot child aupport. 

Sec. l7, !:!~!!...~_!C'I'ION. 252E.ll KODJFICATIOH OF SUPPORT 
ORDER. 

1. When high potential tor obtainin9 medical support 

exists, the obll9ee or the de~rtment may petition for a 

modification of the obll9or•a aupport order to include medical 

support or a monetary a~ount for medical support pursuant to 
this chApter. 

2. In addition, if an administrative order entered 

pur&uant to chapter 2S2C does not provide 111edical support ag 

defined in'' . hdlpter or equlv•lent medical support, the 
depctrtment may obtain a medical support order pursuant to 

chapter 2S2C. A medical support order obtained pursuant to 

chapter 2S2C may be an additional or 9eparale support judgment 
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and shall be known aa an administrative order for medical 

support. 

Sec. lB. NEW SECTION. 252£.14 CHILD SUPPORT. 

Unles& the order apecifle& otherwise, medical support 19 

not included in the monetary a111ount of child support ordered 

to be paid for ordeca entered on or after July 1, 1990. 

Sec. 39. NEW SECTION, 252£.1~ RULEHAKIHG AUTHORITY -­

C<»tPLIANCE. 

The dep.1rte~ent eh&ll adopt rules pureuant to chapter 17A to 

lmple•ent thla chapter tor caaea for which aervlces at· ·J 

provided pursuant to chapter 2~28. The department &h~ll 

cooperate with any agency ot the atate or tederal 90vernment 

aa may be necessary to qualify tor federal funds ln contor~ity 

with proviaione of thia chapter and Title IY-0 of the federal 

Social Security Act. 

Sec. 40. NEW SECTION, 2S2E.l6 SCOPE AND EPFF£T. 

l, The provlelona of this chapt•r take effect July 1, 

1990, toe all eupport orders entered pucauant to chapter 214, 

2S2A, 2S2C, ~98, or 67S. 

3. If an obligor was ordered to provide a health benefit 

plan or lneurance coverage under an order entered prlor to 

July 1, 1990, but did not comply with the order, ins··rnrq ~r~ 

not liable tor medical expenses incurred prior to Jn 

1990. However, a~ch an order may be Implemented pursu~. 

the provlaion& of this chapter followin9 ita enactment. Th1s 

chapter ahall not be Implemented retroactively; however, 

previous orders for medical support not otherwise complied 

w1th •av he reduced to a dollar amount and collected tro~ the 

obliCJOC. 

Sec. 4 i ·~98.1, subsection 2, Code 1989, is 

amended to read aa follows a 

2. "Support" or .. support paytt~ente• means an amount which 

the court may require either of the parties to pay under a 

temporary order or a final judgment or decree, and may Include 

ali~ony, child support, maintenance, and any other term used 
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to describe ttlese obl i9at. ions. f£L£!~!t!!: e_ntered on or af~.!r 

~!.x_.!!_l990 .t .. -~!!!!!!.--~~~-_£our t !.P!:£! ~- ~s=~Jlt. .. ~rde !.!_2! he!"! i !~L 
~ed!_~~!_s_.!!~~~--!~.-~.L!.!lcluded_!.!!.!..~!..-~~!!.!ta~oun~-2! 
£!!i!.!t.!-_u_al2.!.!.:. 'I'he obl i9atlona =ay include supper t for a 

child who 1s between the ages of eighteen and twenty-two years 

who is regularly attending an accnd1ted •chool ln pursuance 

of a course of study leading to a high echool diploma or its 
equivalent, or reqularly •ttendlng a course of vocatlonal­
technlcal tralninq either aa a part of a regular school 
progra~ or under special arrangement• adapted to the 
individual person's needs; or la, ln qood faith, a full-time 

student in a college, university, or area echool1 or has been 
accepted toe ad~1aslon to a colle;a, university, or area 
school and the next regular term has not yet be9un1 or a child 
of any a~e who is dependent on the parties to the dlaaolutlon 
proceedings because of physical or ~ental dle&b111ty. 

Sec. 42. Section 598.21, eubaectlon •, paragraph a, Code 

Supple~ent 1989, ia a~ended by •ddln9 the following new 
unnu~ber~d para~raph1 

NEW UNNUM8£REO PARAGRAPH. Until •uch time as the aupre~e 
court incorporates the provision of medical support ln the 
guidelines as required by paragraph "'c•, the court stlall order 

as child ~edlcal support a health benetlt plan •• defined in 
chapter 252E if available to either parent at a reasonable 
cost. A tlealth benefit plan 1• conaldered reasonable in coat 
1! it la employ~ent-related or other group health insurance, 
regardless of the service delivery mechanism. The pre~lu~ 
cost of the health benefit plan may be considered by the court 
as~ reason for varying from the child support guidelines. If 

a health benefit plan 1& not avail•ble at a reaeonable cost, 
the court ~ay ()rder any other provhions tor ruedlc•l support 
as defined in chapter 2S2E. 

Sec. 41. Section 598.21, sub9ection 4, Code Suppleruent 
1989, is amended by adding the followinq new puagraph: 

-
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~~_PARA~~F~· c. The quidellnea prescribed by the 
supreme court shall incorporate provlelona for medical support 
as defined ln chapter 252E to be effective on or betore 
January 1, 1991. 

Sec, ••· Section 598.21, 9ubaectlon 8, Code Supple~ent 
1989, is aQended to read aa follo~a1 

8. ~he court may subsequently aod1fy ordera made under 
this aection when there ls a subat•ntlal chanqe in 
clrcu~atancea. In deter~lnin9 whether there ia & substantial 
change in circu~atancea, the court ahall consider the 
followinqa 

a. Change& ln the emplo~ftent, earning capacity, income or 
reaourcea ot a party, 

b. Receipt by • party of &n inherit•nce, penalon or other 
911t. 

c. Changea in the medical expRnaee ot & party. 
d. Ch•ngea In the number or needs ot dependents ot a 

party. 

•· Chang•a In the phyelcal, ~ental, or emotional health ot 
a party. 

r. Changea In the residence ot & party. 
g. Remarrla9e of a party. 
h. Poaelble support of a party by another person, 
1, Changea in the physical, e~ot1onal or educational needs 

of • child whoae support is governed by the order. 
j. Conte~pt by • party of existing orders of court. 

k. Chang!f...!L!.!L!.!fhnology related to determ!!'.~.~!~!'l- _9{ 
paternJtx, __!ubiect to the following conditions_.!!!~ 

!!ml~ationtl.! 

1!l_(a! For orders en;!!!!!_bef~~-_h_.!_!2_<h_! 
2!!!!lon to modify ~uat_~e fil~~~ 1, 1991, provide~ 

th!~ the c~!ld __ L~ _ _!!nde~ the age ot nlnet~!_!Lt!!!!.._!Ll~-! time 

!h!...1?.!U~Lo!1_ to modi ty ia __ ~-~1!~.:. 

1~1-- r.£! order.!__!!!~.~!.!~ .. 2.!l..or aft!£.~.~_!.~---~~90~ 
E~~! U 2 ~~2_~.!._~y __ f!!u_ ~ ~ .. t:?~ .. ~-!..!.~~.!.!_~~ ~-- t!.Y.~ _ .'i ~~ r s o t __ ~.!!!...9_<! ~-~ 

(/) 
Tl ..., 
4" ..., 
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of e~~-~.l-of t ~~ ~ ~-~~~ ~-~! ~2!l-~!£!.!.!..__SI!. ~ ~e or~!!: --~~!.!~!.!.ah i_~g 
1?!!.~! .. ~! ~y! 2~ ~~.! ded -~ ~~ ~ -~!.__.ch ltd !.l!_~_nd!t!..._!.~! .!.9,.! __ 9.~ 

~!~!;t~!l :,:~-~~~-!!.___~~~ time tha_p_~-~!tion to mo~~-!.Y_!!L~l.!!!~~ 
i1.1._~~2.~!~!.~tion o~ .. .£~ild •up~~ ... LE.rought !!!!dec ~is 

le!..!._!!!.!...E~!!9!!£!!.E~L~! 111ade retroactive O!!!.Y --~!!!. da~! ...£!! 
~!! ~ c;h_ .• ~!"!!. .. not i C!._ ~!- the pending pet 1 t io'! .. fO!...._IDOd 1 f !~-~!.2.!!.......!.~ 

!~~Y~£!!. the .. <?f1?2~E!ili!. 
l.!.L _ _!he .f~St of --~!&t!.!!.9: related to the dete!_!Dinatlon o~ 

~!-!!.~H.r_ahall_~!. paid by the peraon requesting the 
modification. 

~ Other factors the court determine• to be relevant in an 
individual cas•~ 

PAAAGRA~!L..!!. ·~.'-'· A modHlcatlon ot a support order 
entered under chapter 252A, chapter 675, or thia chapter 
between parties to the order Ia vold unlee& the modification 
ls approved by the court, after proper notice and opportunity 
to be heard Ia 9iven to all p&rtles to the order, and entered 
as an order of the court. If eupport payments have been 
ass19n~d to the d~partment ot hu•an services pursuant to 
section 239.3, the department &hall be conetdered a party to 

the support order. Modifications of ordere pertainin9 to 
child custody shall be ~ade pursuant to chapter S9BA. Jf the 
petition for & modification of an order pertaining to child 
cuatod~ asks either for joint cuetody or that joint custody be 
tDOdifled to an award of aole cuatody, th• modification, U 

any, ehall be made pureuant to •ectlon S98.4l, 

~udgments for ___ chi ld aupport or_ child support awa!s!!_ enter!~ 

2..l!.!.!~.!.!!.L.~.£.....!.~!! .. chapt!!".t chapter_ lH, 252~-' 252C, 675, or any 
2_~her . .£~~!:!....2.L_!!!!._~!?de which are subject to • CllodJflcation 
E!OC~edin!J.~ay be ret~Q!ftive!_tm~odi!ied _ _£rr.!.Y_f!E_I'II the_da~! 

tht! ~~~~~ . ..2f the_P!!:!}!!~~ition for IIIO~!.!.!.£!S_1or\ ..!.! . ..!!:~!~ 
on t _!!~ __2f~s i !l9...._.P~·! ~.Y.! 

Sec. 45. Section S98.21, Code Supplement 1969, is dmended 
by addinq the followin9 new aubsectlon1 
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~--~~~§~gl_~. 8A. Notwi thetandlng subsect i.on 8, a 
substantial change of circumstances ex1ats when the cvurt 
order for child support deviates from the child support 

guldel1nea established pursuant to section S9S. 21, subsect ton 

4 fbr a reason other than that stated In the original order, 
unless the provisions of the quldellnes themselves have 
changed since the entry or subsequent modlticatlon of the 

oriciinal order. Upon application for a modltlcAt.ton of an 
order for child eupport where aervicea are beln9 received 

pursuant to chapter 2529, the court shall act in accordance 
with section 598.21, •ubsection t. 

Sec. 46. Section 598.22, unnumbered para9raph 1, Code 
19S9, La amended to read ae follow•• 

thi• Except as otherwl•e provided in section S98!22A, t~is 

eectlon appliee to all initial or modified orders for support 
entered under thle chapter, chapter 234, 252A, 2S2C, 675, or 
any other chapter of the Code. All orders or judgments 

entered under chapter 234, 252A, 252C, or 675, or under thJs 
chapter or any other chapter which provide for te~porary or 
peraanent •upport payments ahall direct the payment ot those 
auma to the cler~ of the district court or the collection 
services center In accordance with aectlon 2528.14 for the use 

of the per•on for whom the payAente have been awarded. 
Payments to per•ona other than the clerk ot the district court 
and the collection services center do not satisfy the support 
obligations created by the orders or jud9menta, e•cept as 
provided for trusts 90verned by the federal Retirement Equity 
Act of 1984, Pub. L. No. 98-)97, for tax refunds oc rebate~ in 
section 602.8102, subsection 47, or for dependent benefits 

paid to the child support obligee aa the result of disab111ty 
benefits awarded to the child support obll9or under the 
federal Social Security Act. For trusts 9overned by the 
federal Retirement Equity Act of 1984, Pub. L. No. 98-197, the 

aaal9nment of income sh~Jl t require the payment of such aums to 
the alternate payee in accordance with the federal Act. 
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Sec. 47. Section ~98.22, Code 1989, la aruend~d by addinq 

the followin9 new unnucabered paraqraph: 

NEW UN~UM8tRED PARAGRA~~· For the purpose of enforcement, 

medical support is addltional support which, upon belnq 

reduced to a dollar amount, ~ay be collected through the same 

remedies available tor the collection and enforcement ot child 
support. 

Sec. 48, NtW_~~CTION. 598.22A SATISFACTION OP SUPPORT 

PA'tM~N'I'S. 

Notw1thetand1nq aectlone 2528.14 and 598.22, aupport 

payment& ordered pursuant to any support chapter for ordera 
entered on or after July 1, 1915, which are not ~de pursuant 
to the provls1ons of section 2528.14 or 598.22, shall be 

credited only aa provided ln this •ectlon, 

1. for payment made purauant to •n order entered on or 

after July 1, 1985. the cler~ of the dlatrtct court or 

collection services center ahall record • aatiataction &a a 

credit on the official aupport payment record tt Its validity 

is confirmed by the court upon eubmlealon of an affidavit by 

the person entitled to receive the pay~ent. atter notice Ia 
glven to all part lea. 

2. ror purposes ot thla section, the state ia a party to 

which notice shall be 9lven when public funda have been 

e•pended pursuant to chapter 134, 219, or 249A, or elmilar 

statutes in another atate. lf proper notice la not 9lven to 

the etate when required. any order of satisfaction ls void. 

3. The court ehall not enter an order for eatlafactlon of 

payments not made throu9h the clerk of the district court or 
collection services center If thoae paymente have been 

assigned as a result of public funds expended pursuant to 

chapter 2J4, 239, or 249A, or aimllar etatutea In other 
st.ates. 

Sec. 49. Section 675.25, Code Supplement 1989, is amended 
to redd as follows1 
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67S. 2S fORM OP JUOGMF.NT -- CONTENTS OF SUPPORT ORDER -­

COSTS. 

Upon a findln9 or verdict of paternity pursuant to section 

67S.24, the court shall establish the father's monthly support 

payment and the amount of the support debt accrued or ~ccruing 

pursuant to section 598.2l, subsection •, until the child 

reaches majority or until the child flniehea high achool, lf 

after majority. The court R~Y order the father to p4y a~ounts 

the court deems appropriate for tne paet support ·~ 

~alntenance of the child and !2~ the rea•onable and necessary 
expenaes incurred by or for the aother ln connection with 

prenatal care, the birth of the child, •nd postnatal care of 

the chlld and the mother, and other •edical eupeor_L!!._~etlned 
in eec!!~~~2e.l. The court aay award the prevailing party 
the,.,. •·.lhle coata ot eult, including but not limited to 

reastJt':.lble attorney tees. 

Sec, SO, NEW SECTION. 67S,3J LIMITATIONS Or ACTIONS. 

1. An action to eatabliah paternity and support under this 

chapter may be brou9ht within the time limitations set forth 
in •ection 614,8, 

2, Hotw1thatandlng subsection 1, an actlon to establish 

~ternity and support under this chapter ~•Y be brou9ht 

concerning a person who was under age eighteen on August 16, 

1984, re9ardlesa of whether any prior action was dismissed 

because a statute of limitations ot leas than eighteen year& 

wae .then In effect. Such an action ~ay be brou9ht within the 

tlae 11eitatlona set forth in section 614.8, or until July 2, 

1992, whichever 1s later. 

Sec. Sl. RULES. 

The departMent of human servlcea Aay adopt ad~inistrative 

rulea under section 17A,4, subsection 2, and section l7A.S, 

subsection 2, paraqraph •b"', to icnplernent the provisions of 

sections S, 13, and 25 through 4Q of this Act, and the rules 

may be made effective on or after July 1, 1990. 

Sec. 52. 
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.~ction 48 of this Act applies retroactively to payments 

under support orders entered on or after July l, 1985. 
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