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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act allowing the utilities board to reject an application for 

2 new or changed rates, charges, schedules, or regulations by a 
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public utility without a hearing in certain circumstances. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 1936SV) 73 

gk/cf/24 



S.F. c)J.s- H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 476.6, subsection 7, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 7. HEARING SET. After the filing of an application for 

4 new or changed rates, charges, schedules, or regulations by a 

5 public utility subject to rate regulation, the board, prior to 

6 the expiration of thirty days after the filing date, shall 

'7 docket the case as a formal proceeding and set the case for 

8 hearing unless the new or changed rates, charges, schedules, 

9 or regulations are approved by the board. However, if an 

10 application presents no material issue of fact subject to 

11 dispute, and the board determines that the application 

12 violates a relevant statute, or is not in substantial 

13 compliance with a board rule lawfully adopte? pursuant to 

14 chapter l7A, the application may be rejected by the board 

15 without prejudice and without a hearing, provided that the 

16 board issues a written order setting forth all of its reasons 

17 for rejecting the application. In the case of a gas public 

18 utility having less than two thousand customers, the board 

19 shall docket a case as a formal proceeding and set the case 

20 for hearing as provided in section 476.1C. In the case of a 

21 rural electric cooperative, the board may docket the case as a 

22 formal proceeding and set the case for hearing prior to the 

23 proposed effective date of the tariff. The board shall give 

24 notice of formal proceedings as it deems appropriate. The 

25 docketing of a case as a formal proceeding suspends the 

26 effective date of the new or changed rates, charges, 

27 schedules, or regulations until the rates, charges, schedules, 

28 or regulations are approved by the board, except as provided 

29 in subsection 13. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill allows the utilities board to reject an 

32 application for new or changed rates, charges, schedules, or 

33 regulations by a public utility without a hearing and without 

34 prejudice if the application presents no material issue of 

35 fact subject to dispute and the board determines that the 
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1 application violates a relevant statute or is not in 

2 substantial compliance with a board rule lawfully adopted. 

3 However, the board is required to issue a written order 

4 setting forth all of its reasons for rejecting the 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 476.6, subsection 7, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 7. HEARING SET. After the filing of an application for 
4 new or changed rates, charges, schedules, or regulations by a 

5 public utility subject to rate regulation, the board, prior to 
6 the expiration of thirty days after the filing date, shall 

7 docket the case as a formal proceeding and set the case for 

8 hearing unless the new or changed rates, charges, schedules, 

9 or regulations are approved by the board. However, if the 
10 board determines the new or changed rates, charges, schedules, 

11 or regulations violate any statute or board rule, the 

12 application may be rejected by the board without a hearing. 

13 In the case of a gas public utility having less than two 
14 thousand customers, the board shall docket a case as a formal 

15 proceeding and set the case for hearing as provided in section 
16 476.1C. In the case of a rural electric cooperative, the 

17 board may docket the case as a formal proceeding and set the 

18 case for hearing prior to the proposed effective date of the 

19 tariff. The board shall give notice of formal proceedings as 

20 it deems appropriate. The docketing of a case as a formal 

21 proceeding suspends the effective date of the new or changed 

22 rates, charges, schedules, or regulations until the rates, 

23 charges, schedules, or regulations are approved by the board, 
24 except as provided in subsection 13. 

25 EXPLANATION 

26 This bill allows the utilities board to reject an 

27 application for new or changed rates, charges, schedules, or 

28 regulations by a public utility without a hearing if the board 

29 determines that the new or changed rates, charges, schedules, 

30 or regulations violate any statute or utilities board rule. 
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ALt.CYI.'ING t'H£ UTIJ.ITU:S BOA!lO '!'0 tH:JFCT AN APPLICA'riON 1"0$1: Nt:W 

OR CHANGED R1\TES, CHARGES, SCHl:OUtF:S, OR RF.GULATlONS BY A 

?USI.IC U'f[[,l1"l '~ITHOtJT A l{EARING IN CERTAIN CIRCUMS'J'ANCt:S. 

B}o; IT ENACTED BY THL GENERAL •">SS£1-'.BL'i OF THE STATE OF IO~A: 

Section 1. Section 476.6, subsection 1, Cede 1989, 1s 

amended to read as follows: 

7. HEARING SET. After the ~ilinq of an application for 

nP...., or chancjt:d rat~~s, cttal·g(>!l, sch~dul<.-s, 01 regulations by~ 

public 11tility subject to rate reguldtion, the board, prior to 

th~ expiration of thirty days after the ftling date, shall 

docket the c.ase .as a formal proceeJin<; clnd set the casP for 

heartng unless the new or changed rates, charges, schedules, 

or regulations are ilpproved by th~ board. UOWEfVI?'~.!-it an 

~.E£.!...!.~~t.i_on pres~n.t.§> __ no m?.t~ri<\1 is~ue. ~?.f fact ~~R)ect____!_2 

dlsp~t.e_, _and th~ ~~ard d_~t_e!·~ines ~~~.t--.~~~ic;.~tior. 

viol~~-~s.~~_levai}L3tatu~e •.. 91 is not __ ~~ subs~.~n.t.i_,~-~ 

cor.p)_~a_l"!..::~! t: ~- board ~~ ~ e _1 '.!:--'.!'~~.Y.. ad.i?l_l.!:..£.SL.p'::l_r st_,_a!: ~--.!..2 

£~..!E.!.~!- lJ~ . .!.....t~~~pp~icatl~l]. m~~.:l- bt.• r~_jP.C!.P~~e-. b9_~~ 
~!!9~_t .I?~JdtS . .£. ~-~d -.i.!.._h'?~!- .. ~~-hearj._t:_\9~ _provid~~-d. that. ___ t.:.:-Je 

~oa rc!._ i S:.Sl!!.§: .. ~ w_!_i._ t_~_f...!'----2!.~~ r s~ .':-~<J ... ~ or~- t) __ !!..!..l___9j:__ 5 -~-s .. ~-~~.!!on:~ 
f_9.!.......!.£J~o;~ t~. ~p.fl_licatj_?~· In the case of a gas public 

utility havinq less than two thousand customer:;, the board 

shall docket a c&se as a formal prclcecdlng and s~t the case 
for hearing a~ provided in ~cction 476.1C. In the case of a 

noral electri~,.~ .-:o:>perattve, the board may docket t.he casf.' ;~sa 

forn'ltll pcoceedil\g and set t.h~ ca~e for hear i.nq pr ~or to the 

propost•d effer:-tive date- of ttl(> tr.r:.ff. The board shal: gtvP. 

~ctice of formed proceed1r.qs GIS i.t: de~ms .1ppcoprtc1t.e. l'tle 

docket.inq of a case as a formal proce~ding suspends thl? 

effe<:tivl? dat(' of ttw flt.~·.o or chanqed rates. charge-!>, 

-
Sen<He Fi.le 22S, p. 2 

~·.c:H~dules, 01 rt~guldtton:~ unti~ th•! rates, ch.ugca, !ich•:dules, 

\:t regulclt.ions are- .lpprv.;l?d by th~ b.:>etrd, E'XCPpt. dS provided 

1n ~ubs~ct,l>n 13. 
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