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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to the competency of a witness by amending the
2 Iowa rules of evidence.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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1 Section 1., Rule of evidence 601, Towa court rules, third '
2 edition, 1s amended by striking the rule and inserting in lieu

3 thereof the following:

4 RULE 601. GENERAL RULE OF COMPETENCY. Unless otherwise

5 provided by statute or rule, every person is competent to be a

6 witness.

7 EXPLANATION

8 This bill strikes rule 601 of the Iowa rules of evidence

8 relating to competency and provides that unless a statute or
10 rule provides otherwise, every person is compeftent to be a
11 witness. This bill would conform the Iowa rule to the
12 corresponding federal rule.

13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

LSB 79925 72

-i- mi/Jw/5




SENATE FILE 2173
AN ACT
RELATING TO THE COMPETENCY OF A WITNESS BY AMENDING THE IOWA
RULES QF EVIDENCE,

BE IT ZNACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Rule of evidence 601, Iowa court rules, third
edition, is amended by striking the rule and inserting in lieu
thereof the following:

RULE 601. GENERAL RULE OF COMPETENCY. Unless otherwise
provided by statute or rule, every person is competent to be a

wlthess,

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN
President of the Senate

DONALD D. AVENSON
Speaker of the House

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and
is known as Senate File 2173, Seventy-~third General Assembly.
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