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examiner or a county medical examiner prior to cremation of 

the body, providing reporting requirements, providing for the 

payment of costs, and making penalties applicable. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 331.805, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. a. It is unlawful to cremate, bury, or send out of the 

4 state the body of a deceased person when death occurred in a 

5 manner specified in section 331.802, subsection 3, until a 

6 medical examiner certifies in writing that the examiner has 

7 viewed the body, has made personal inquiry into the cause and 

8 manner of death, and all necessary autopsy or postmortem 

9 examinations have been completed. However, the body of a 

10 deceased person may be sent out of state for the purpose of an 

11 autopsy or postmortem examination if the county medical 

12 examiner certifies in writing that the out-of-state autopsy or 

13 postmortem examination is necessary or, in the case of a death 

14 which is not of public interest as specified in section 

15 331.802, subsection 3, if the attending physician certifies to 

16 the county medical examiner that the performance of the 

17 autopsy out of state is proper. 

3°qd-18 b. If the next of kin, guardian, or other person 

19 authorized to act on behalf of a deceased pe~son has requested 

20 that the body of the deceased person be cremated, the body 

21 must first be inspected by, and the cause and manner of death 

22 must be determined by, any county medical examiner or the 

23 state medical examiner, and a cremation permit must be 

24 obtained from that medical examiner. Cremation permjts and 

25 reports of the investigation by the medical examiner must be 

26 made on the most current forms prepared at the direction of 

27 and approved by the state medical examiner, with copies 

28 forwarded to the state medical examiner's office. All costs 

29 for the investigation by the medical examiner shall be borne 

30 by the family, next of kin, or guardian of the decedent. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 This bill provides that in all cases where cremation of a 

33 body is requested by the next of kin, guardian, or other 

34 authorized person, the body must first be inspected by the 

35 state medical examiner or a county medical examiner for 
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1 determination of the cause and manner of death. A report of 

2 the investigation must be filed with the state medical 

3 examiner. The family, next of kin, or guardian must pay for 

4 the investigation. A person who violates the new provision is 

5 guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

6 The law already requires inspection by a medical examiner 

7 prior to cremation in cases of death by violence, death from 

8 an unexplained cause, and other manners of death affecting the 

9 public interest as specified in section 331.802, subsection 3. 
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S-3092 

_., 
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SENATE FILE 216 

~n~nd Senate File 216 as follows: 
.. • I?, l g 1-~ L by s t r i k i n g l i n e s 18 t h rough 3 0 a n d 

; nsf: r ~ i. n q ;·_he E c l l m.,r in g : 
''b. If: the next of kin, guardian, or other oerscr< 

·:!l~_t __ h_§med"f?-· dctonbehalf of a deceased ~r:;ori- ~a_~-·· 
, ~~-Y.~!_este?_ thut the body of the- de_cea~ed pt-?rson be 

3 

3t03 /31~-~ 
} 

7 s:_~•=>l~_E-~_ed, a permit for cremation must be _issued bv a 
8 ~edic_~'>:,l examiner. Cremation permits by the medical 
9 examiner must be made on the most current forms 

10 ~epared at the direction of and approved by the state 
ll ~edical examiner, with copies forwarded to the state 
12 medical examiner's office. Costs for the cremation 
13 ~rmit issued by the medical examiner shall be borne 
14 by the family, next of kin, or guardian of the 
15 decedent." 
16 2. Title page, by striking lines 1 through 3 and 
17 inserting the following: "An Act relating to the 
18 issuance of cremation permits, providing reporting 
19 requirements, providing for the". 

By LARRY MURPHY 
S-3092 FILED FEBRUARY 20, 1989 

S-3102 
SENATE FILE 216 

1 Amend amendment, S-3092, to Senate File 216 as 
2 follows: 
3 .,1. P~ge 1,_line 7, by striking the words "issued 
4 £.:: and lnsertlng the following: "obtained from". 

By LARRY MURPHY 
S-3102 FILED FEBRUARY ~2, 1989 
ADOPTED.Q-~:J-6'7 Cp484) 

SENATE FILE 216 S-3103 
1 Amend amendment, S-3092, to Senate File 216 as 

follows: 2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 

1. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word 
"examiner." th f 11 · e o 0w1ng: "However, a permit is not 
re uired if the_d~ceased erson was a member of an 
7stabli~hed rel1g1on whose tenets are opposed to the 
1ns ect1on or examination of the bod of a de d 
person." cease . 

By JULIA GENTLEMAN 
S-3103 FILED FEBRUARX 22, 1989 

ADOPTED j_-~9--8'1 (_pLJ-61; 
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(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE FEBRUARY 22, 1989) 

- New Language by the Senate 

Passed 

Vote: 

Senate, Date - k- .' ) -(/-):' :>'; ~iJ)assed House, Date tf-ji-f(r (P fL! lf'5) 
Ayes L-J' Nays c- Vote: Ayes qg NaysL) -"=<''---

Approved ,S-.2 ~ <fJ {pfi{'Y)) 

A B!LL FOR 

l An Act relating to the issuance of cremation per~i:s, providinq 

'eporting require~ents, orovidinq for t~e payment of costs, 

and making penalties applicable. 
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S.F. Zlb H.F'. 

l Section l. Section 331.805, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. a. It 15 unlawful to cremate, bury, or send out of 

4 state the body of a deceased person when death occurred 1n 

5 manner specified in section 33:.802, subsection 3, until a 

6 medical examiner certifies in writing that the examiner has 

t::--~e 

a 

7 viewed the body, has made personal inquiry into the cause and 

8 manner of death, and all necessary autopsy or postmortem 

9 examinations have been completed. However, the body of a 

10 deceased person may be sent out of state for the purpose of an 

11 autopsy or post~ortem examinat:on if ~he county medical 

12 examiner certifies in writing that the out-of-state autopsy or 

13 postmortem examination is necessary or, in the case of a death 

14 which is not of public interest as specified in section 

15 331.802, subsection 3, if the attendi~q physician certifies to 

16 the county medical examiner that the per:ormance of the 

17 

3\o~Cj I 3 3?_ 'f -i 8 

19 

autopsy out of sta~e is proper. 

b. If the next of kin, guardian, or other person 

author1zed to act on behalf o: a deceased person has requestec 

20 tha_t the body_g_~ the deceased oerson be cremated, a oerm~t for 

.21 crema:ion must be obtained from a medical exami~er. ~owever~ 

22 a permit is not required if :he deceased person ~as a ~e~bPr 

23 of anystablished religion whose tenets are oooosed tc :he -24 insoection or exami:~ation o~ ~he body of a deceased person. - F_....__ -.. _ .. ,._ .. _.-, 
25 Crematio~ permits by the medical exami~er must be made 011 the -.....--......... -· . ---~. -·-· ------·-·· ----- ·-· -----... 
26 most c!lrrent Eocns ....Q.E_P~ared at the direc:-.io:~ oJ a~d app:oved 

---- -
27 ~the state medical examiner, ·.v~th conies for·..:arded ::o the 

30 ~a~ilz, 
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SENATE FILE 216 
H-3324 

l Amend Senate File 216 as amended, passed, and 
--------2~reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 

j3~3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 20 and 21 and 
4 inserting the following: "that the body of the 

deceased person be cremated, the cause and manner of 
death must first be determined by the county medical 
examiner of the county in which the death occurred or 
the body is discovered, and a oermit for cremation 
must be obtained from that medical examiner. 

5 
6 
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10 However,". 
11 2. Page 1, line 25, by striking the words "the 
12 medical" and inserting the following: "a medical". 
13 3. Page 1, line 28, by striking the word "the'' 

-----71::-4~and inserting the following: "a". --
15 4. Page l, by striking lines 29 and 30, and 
16 inserting the following: "permit issued by a medica! 
17 exam1ner shall not exceed twenty-five dollars. The 
18 costs shall be borne by the family, next of kin, 
19 guardian of the decedent, or other person." 

By COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
BY JAY of Appanoose, Chairpecson 

H-3324 FILED MARCH 9, 1989 

33d.LJI~ L0~ ~-!1-cef ( p 144'-1) 
3~LfG Adqxn:LLf--11-<69 (p iltltl+) 

SENATE FILE 216 
B-3373 

1 Amend the amendment, H-3324, to Senate File 216, as 
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as 
follows: 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
ll 
12 
l3 
14 
15 

1. Page 1, by striking lines 6 through 8 and 
inserting the following: "death must first be 
determined by a county medical exam1ner and a permit 
for cremation". 

2. Page 1, by striking line 10 and inserting the 
following: 

" Page 1, lines 2l..through 24, by striking 
the words "However, a permit is not required if the 
deceased person was a member of an established 
religion whose tenets are opposed to the inspection or 
examination of the body of a deceased person."" 

3. By numbering and renumbering as necessary. 
By MUHLBAUER of Crawford 

H-3373 ,FILED MARCH 13, 7989 ) • 

··"'·.B-J)cill?l t-1-JI-~ lf- !YYY 



S-3689 

HOOSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 216 

l Amend Senate File 216 as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 l. Page 1, by striking lines 29 and 30, and 
4 inserting the following: "permit issued by a medical 
5 examiner shall not exceed twenty-five dollars. The 
6 costs shall be borne by the family, next of kin, 
7 guardian of the decedent, or other person." 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-3689 FILED APRIL 13, 1989 
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Approved 
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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the inspec~ion of a body by the state mec:ca: 

examiner or a county medical examiner prior to cremation of 

the body, providing reporting requirements, providing for the 

payment of costs, and making penalties applicable. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE~BLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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l Sec~1on 1. Section 331.805, subsect:on 3, Code 1989, :s 

2 amended ~o read as follows: 

3 3. a. It is unlawful to cremate, bury, or send out of the 

4 state ~he body of a deceased person when death occurred in a 

5 ~anr.er specified in section 331.802, subsection 3, until a 

6 ~edical examiner certifies in writing that the examiner has 

7 viewed the body, has made pe~sonal i~quiry into the cause a~d 

8 manner of death, and all necessary autopsy or postmortem 

9 examinations have been completed. Howeve~, the body of a 

10 deceased person may be sent out of state for the purpose of an 

ll autopsy or postmortem examination if the county medical 

12 examiner certifies in writing that the o~t-of-s~ate autopsy or 

13 postmortem examination is necessary or, in the case of a death 

14 which is not of p~blic interest as specified in section 

15 331.802, subsection 3, if the attending physician certifies to 

16 the county medical examiner that the performance of the 

17 autopsy out of state is proper. 

18 b. If the next of kin, guardian, or other person 

19 authorized to act on behalf of a deceased person has requested 

20 that the body of the deceased person be cremated, the body 

21 must first be inspected bv, and the cause and man~er of death 

22 ~ust be determined by, any county medical examiner or the 

23 state medical examiner, and a cremation permit must be 

24 obtained from that medical examiner. Crematio~ permits and 

25 reports of the investigation by the medical examiner must be 

26 made on the most current forms prepared at the direction of 

27 and aoproved by the state medical examiner, with copies 

28 forwarded to the state medical examiner's office. All costs 

29 for the investigation by the medical examiner shall be borne 

30 by the :amily, next of kin, or guardian of the decedent. 

31 EXPLANA7ION 

32 This bill provides that in all cases where cremation of a 

33 body is requested by the next of kin, guardian, or other 

34 authorized person, the body must first be inspected by the 

35 state med1cal examiner or a county medical examiner for 
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l determi~ation of the cause and manner of dea:h. A report of 

2 the investigation must be filed with the sta:e medlcal 

3 examiner. The family, next of kin, or guardian mus: pay for 

4 the investigation. A perso~ who violates the new provision lS 

5 guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

6 The law already requires inspection by a medical examiner 

7 prior to cremation in cases of death by violence, death from 

8 an unexplained cause, and other manners of death affecting the 

9 public interest as specified in section 331.802, subsection 3. 

10 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

11 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

12 This bill would prevent the cremation of bodies and 

13 resultant destruction of evidence unless the medical examiner 

14 has been notified and has had an opportunity to conduct an 

l5 investiga~ion. 
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SENATE FILE 216 

AN ACt' 

RELA7ING TO 7HE ISSUANCE Of CREMA7ION PERM!TS, PROVIDING 

RtPOR71NG REQUIREMENTS, PROVIOING FOR THE PAYMENt' OF 

COSTS, AND MAKING Pf.NAL'I'lES APPLICABLE. 

BE I7 ENACT~D BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 331.805, subsection ), Code 1989. is 

~ended to read as follows: 
3. ~ It is unlawful to cremate, bury, or send out of the 

state the body of a deceased person when death occurred in a 

manner specified in section 331.802, subsection 3, until a 
~edical examiner certifies in writing that the examiner has 

viewed the body. has made personal inquiry into the cause and 

M~nner of death, and all necessary 

examinations have been completed. 

deceased person may be sent out of 

autopsy or postrnortP.~· 

However, the body of a 

state for the purpose of an 

autopsy or postmortem examination if the county medical 

examiner certifies in writin9 that the out-of-state autopsy or 

postltlortem exanination is necessary or, i.n the case of a death 

vhich is not of public interest as specified in section 

311.802, subsection 3, if the attending physician certifies to 

the county medical examiner that the performance of the 

autopsy out of state is proper. 
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---------·--· ------- ---
JO ANH ZIMM~AN 
President of the Senate 

--· -- ---- --· -- -- --··· 
DONALD D. AVENSON 
Speaker of the House 

l hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

lS known as Senate Pile 216, Seventy-third General Assembly. 

App,oved ~·-' 
TERRY &. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

----- ---·-- --·· --- --· 
JOHN F. DWYER 
secretary of the Senate 
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