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I A BILL FOR

3¢92-1 An Act relating to the inspection of a body by the state ﬁedical
examiner or a county medical examiner prior to cremation of
the body, providing reporting requirements, providing for the
payment of costs, and making penalties applicable.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 331.805, subsection 3, Code 1989, is
amended to read as follows:

3. a. It is unlawful to cremate, bury, or send out of the
state the body of a deceased person when death occurred in a
manner specified in section 331.802, subsection 3, until a
medical examiner certifies in writing that the examiner has
viewed the body, has made personal inquiry into the cause and
manner of death, and all necessary autopsy or postmortem
examinations have been completed. However, the body of a
deceased person may be sent out of state for the purpose of an
autopsy or postmortem examination if the county medical
examiner certifies in writing that the out-of-state autopsy or
postmortem examination is necessary or, in the case of a death
which is not of public interest as specified in section
331.802, subsection 3, if the attending physician certifies to
the county medical examiner that the performance of the
autopsy out of state is proper.

b. TIf the next of kin, guardian, or other person

authorized to act on behalf of a deceased person has requested

that the body of the deceased person be cremated, the body

must first be inspected by, and the cause and manner of death

must be determined by, any county medical examiner or the

state medical examiner, and a cremation permit must be

obtained from that medical examiner. Cremation permits and

reports of the investigation by the medical examiner must be

made on the most current forms prepared at the direction of

and approved by the state medical examiner, with copies

forwarded to the state medical examiner's office. All costs

for the investigation by the medical examiner shall be borne

by the family, next of kin, or guardian of the decedent.
EXPLANATION
This bill provides that in all cases where cremation of a

body is requested by the next of kin, guardian, or other
authorized person, the body must first be inspected by the

state medical examiner or a county medical examiner for
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determination of the cause and manner of death. A report of
the investigation must be filed with the state medical
examiner. The family, next of kin, or guardian must pay for
the investigation. A person who violates the new provision is
guilty of a serious misdemeanor.

The law already requires inspection by a medical examiner
prior to cremation in cases of death by violence, death from
an unexplained cause, and other manners of death affecting the

public interest as specified in section 331.802, subsection 3.
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SENATE FILE 216

5-30972
N Amend Senate File 216 as follows: .
2 .. Page 1, by striking lines 18 through 30 and _
3 wngercing the following: ' o
210 3| 03" "b. IL the next of kin, guardian, or other persc: .
3&5,~ 5 authorized to act on behalf of a deceased person has

5 requested that rthe body of tne deceased person be

8 medical examiner. Cremation permits by the medical

3 examiner must be made on the most current forms N
L0 prepared at the direction of and approved by the sgdhe
11 medical examiner, with copies forwarded tG the state
12 medical examiner's office. Costs for the cremation
13 permit issued by the medical examiner shall be borne
14 by the family, next of kin, or guardian of the

15 decedent." ‘ :

16 2. Title page, by striking lines 1 through 3 and
17 inserting the following: ?An Act rglgtlng to the

18 issuance of cremation permits, providing reporting

19 requirements roviding for the".

: P By LARRY MURPHY

$-3092 FILED FEBRUARY 20, 1989

SENATE FILE 216

5-3102 i

1 Amend amendment, S$-3092, to Senate File 216 as .
2 follows:

3 1. Page 1, line 7, by striking the words "issued

4 by" and inserting the following: “"obtained from".

By LARRY MURPHY
5-3102 FILED FEBRUARY 2, 1989
o

ADOPTED -2 -39 C % LS

: SENATE FILE 216
S-3103

Amend amendment, S-3092, to Senate File 216 as
follows:

1. Page 1, line 8, by inserting after the word
"examiner." the following: “"However, a permit is not
required if the deceased person was a member of an
eéstablished religion whose tenets are opposed to the
lnspection or examination of the body of a deceased

person." -
By JULIA GENTLEMAN
S-3103 FILED FEBRUAR 22, 1989

ADOPTED 2-J3-§9 ( pLigy
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senare rie 216
BY COMMITTEE ON HUMAN RESOURCES

{SUCCESSOR 70 SSB 17)
(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE FEBRUARY 22, 1989)

- New Language by the Senate

1 EV / '-.\;
Passed Senate, Date -Lﬁ ;wrﬁn;;;zu?assed iouse, Date Lﬁ#/‘%‘f F) :‘

Vote: Ayes i Nays (. ' Vote: Ayes Nays \,)

Approved \"5’"‘;;2_ - ﬁ [p/ﬁ@)
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A BILL FOR

Bet relating to the issuance of cremation permics, providing

BE

reporting requirements, providing for the payment of costs,

and making penalties applicable.
IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section i. Section 331.80%, subsection 3, Code 1989, 1is
amended to read as follows:

3. a. It is unlawful to cremate, pury, or send out of the
state the body of a deceased person when death occurred in &
manner specified in section 331.802, subsection 3, until a
medical examiner certifies in writing that the examiner has
viewed the body, has made personal inguiry into the cause and
manner of death, and all necessary autopsy or postmortem
examinations have been completed. However, the body of a
deceased person may be sent out of state for the purpose of an
autopsy or postmortem examination if the county medical
examiner certifies in writing that the out-of-state autopsy or
postmortem examination is necessary or, in the case of a death

which is not of public interest as specified in section
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331.802, subsection 3, if the attendinrg physician cer
the county medical examiner that the performance of the
autopsy out of state is proper.

b, If the next of kin, guardian, or sther person

avthorized to act on behalf of a deceased person has requested

that the body of the deceased person be cremated, a permit for

cremaszion must pe obtained from a medical examiner. Howevy er,

a permit is not required Lf the deceased person was a menber

g

of aan established religicn wqose ‘tenets are coposed tc the

A

lnSDeCthH or examination of the OOGX cf a deceased person.
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Cremation permits by the Fedlca- oxamiﬂe: TUS L ve made on the
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most current forms Dared at the direcrion of and apo:roved

by the state mecical examiner, with copies forwarded o the

state medical examiner's 5ffice. Costs for the cremation
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permit issued by the gedical ﬂxaminer sha;l ce borne by the

family, next of kin, or guardi aﬂ of the decadent.
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SENATE FILE 216

B-3324
1 Amend Senate File 216 as amended, passed, and
—— ___2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows:
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 20 and 21 and

4 inserting the following: “that the body of the
5 deceased person be cremated, the cause and manner of
6 death must first be determined by the county medical
7 examiner of the county in which the death occurred or
8 the body is discovered, and a permit for cremation
9 must be obtained from that medical examiner.
10 However,",
11 2, Page }l, line 25, by striking the words “the
12 medical” and inserting the following: "a medical”.
13 3. Page 1, line 28, by strxklng the word "the"

14 and inserting the following: "a"
15 4. Page 1, by striking lines 29 and 30, and
16 inserting the following: ‘"permit issued by a medical
17 examiner shall not exceed twenty-five dollars. The
18 costs shall be borne by the family, next of kin,

19 guardian of the decedent, or other person."
By COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND

LAW ENFORCEMENT

H~3324 FILED MARCH 9, 1989

33a9A LOSE #-l %fl%{J RAY
23l Pk ST (p IR

SENATE FILE 216
H-3373

Amend the amendment, H-3324, to Senate File 216, as
amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as
follows: .

1. Page 1, by striking lines 6 through 8 and
inserting the following: "death must first be
determined by a county medical examiner and a permit
for cremation”.

2. Page 1, by striking line 10 and inserting the
following:

10 " . Page 1, lines Zl_through 24, by striking

11 the words "However, a permit is not required if the

12 deceased person was a member of an established

13 religion whose tenets are opposed to the inspection or
14 examination of the body of a deceased person.""

15 3. By numbering and renumbering as necessary.
By MUHLBAUER of Crawford
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3373 FILED MARCH 13, 2989
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HOUSE AMENDMENT TO
SENATE FILE 216

S-3689

1

2
3
4
5
6
7

Amend Senate File 216 as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the Senate, as follows:

1. Page 1, by striking lines 29 and 30, and
inserting the following: “permit issued by a medical
examiner shall not exceed twenty-five dollars. The
costs shall be borne by the family, next of kin,
guardian of the decedent, or other person.”

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE

S-3689 FILED APRIL 13, 1989
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BY (PROPOSED DEPARTMENT OF
PUBLIC SAFETY BILL)

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date

Vote: Ayes Nays Vote: Ayes Nays
Approved

A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the inspection of a body by the state medical

examiner or a county medical examiner prior to cremation ci

T

the bocdy, providing reporting requirements, providing for the
payment of costs, and making penalties applicable.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Secticn 331.805, subsection 3, Code 1989, :s
amended to read as follows:

3. a. It is unlawful to cremate, bury, cr send out of the
state the body of a deceased perscn when death occurred in e
manrer specified in section 331.802, subsection 3, until a
medical examiner certifies in writing that the examiner has
viewed the body, has made personal inquiry into the cause and
manner of death, and all necessary autopsy or postmortem
exarinations have been completed. However, the body cf a
deceased person may be sent cut of state for the purpose of an
autopsy or postmortem examination 1f the county medical
examiner certifies in writing that the out-of-state autopsy or
postmortem examinaticn is necessary or, in the case of a death
which is not of public interest as specified in section
331.802, subsection 3, if the attending physician certifies to
the county mecdical examiner that the performance of the
autopsy out of state is proper,

b. If the next of kin, guardian, or other person

authorized tc act on behalf of a deceased person has requested

that the body cf the deceased person be cremated, the body

must first be inspected by, and the cause and manner of dea:zn

must be determined by, any county medical examiner or the

state medical examiner, and a cremation permit must be

obtained from that medical examiner. Cremation permits and

reports of the investigation by the medical examiner must be

made on the most current forms prepared at the direction of

and approved by the state medical examiner, with copies

forwarded to the state medical examiner's office. All cests

for the investigation by the medical examiner shall be borne

by the family, next of kXin, or guardian of the decedent.
EXPLANATION
This bill provides that in all cases where cremation of a

body 1s requested by the next of kin, gquardian, or other
authorized person, the body must first be inspected by the

state medical examiner or a county mecdical examiner for
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determination of the cause ané manner cf death. A report of
the investigation must be filed with the state medical
examiner. The family, next of kin, or guardiam mus:z pay for
the investigation. A person who violates the new provision 1is
gullty of a serious misdemeanor.

The law already requires inspection by a medical examiner
prior to cremation in cases of death by violence, death from
an unexplained cause, and other manners of death affecting the
public interest as specified in section 331.802, subsection 3.

BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY

This bill would prevent the cremation of bodies and
resultant destruction of evidence unless the medical examiner
has been notified and has had an opportunity to conduct an

investigation.
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SEMATE FILE 216

AN ACT
RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF CREMATION PERMITS, PROVIDING
REPORTING REQUIREMENTS, PROVIDING FOR THF PAYMENT OF
COSTS, AND MAXING PENALTIES APPLICABLE.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

Section 1. Section 331.805, subsection 3, Code 1989, is
amended to read as follows:

3. a. It is unlawful to cremate, bury, or send ocut of the
state the body of a deceased person when death occurred in &
manner specified in section 33l. 802, subsection 3, until a
medical examiner certifies in writing that the examiner has
viewed the body, has made personal inquiry imnto the cause and
manner of death, and all necessary autopsy orf postmortec
examinations bhave been conpleted. However, the body of a
deceased personh may be sent out of state for the purpose of an
autopsy or postmortem examination if the county medical
examiner certifies in writing that the cut-cf-state autepsy oOr
postmortem exanination is necessary or, in the case of a death
which is not of public interest as specified in sectlien
331.802, subsection 3, if the attending physician certifies to
the county medical examiner that the perfotmance of the
autopsy out of state 1s proper.

b._ 1f the next of k;n__guardman,_or _other person
authorized |
that the body of tbe_deceased person be « cremated, a_permxt tor
cremation nust be cbtained from a medical examiner, However,
a permit is not required if the deceased person was a member
of an established i religion whoge tenets are _oppesed _to_the
ingpection of _examination of the bcdy of a deceased pecrson.

Cremation permits by the medical examiber must be made on_the
most current forms pe epaced_at_the direction of_and approved

genate Pile 216, p. 2

by the state medical examiner, with copies forwarded to_Lhe
state medical examiner’'s office. Costs for the _cremation
permit issued by a medical examiner shall not exceed twventy-
five dollars, The c¢osts _shall be borne Qy the family, next of

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN
President of the Senate

DO%ALD D. AVENSON
Speaker of the House

1 hereby certify that this bill otiginated in the Senate and
is known as Senate Pile 216, Seventy-third General Assembly.

JOHN F. DWYER

ézi Sectetary of the Senate
Approved , 1989

TERRY E. BRANSTAD
Governot




