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A BILL FOR 

l An Act giving F.ede~al law e~forceme~t off:cials peace oFficer 

2 status in certa~n instances. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY or ~HE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Section l. N2W SECTION. 804.7A ARRESTS BY FEDERAL ~AW 

2 ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS. 

3 l. For purposes of this section, ''federal law enforcement 

4 off~cer'' means a pe~son employed full time by the United 

5 States gover!"lment who is empowered to effect an arrest with or 

6 \·Jithout a warrant for a violation of the United States Code 

7 ar.d \vho lS anthorized to car:y a c· .... 1rearm in the per~ormance of 

8 the person's duties as a federa: la•1 enforcerr.ent officer. 

9 2. A federai law enforcement officer has the same 

10 authority, as provided in section 804.7, subsection 3, and has 

lJ the same immuni~y from suit ir> this state as a peace officer, 

12 as defined in section 801.4, subsection 7, when making an 

13 arrest in this state for a nonfederal crirr.e if either of the 

14 Eo::owing exists: 

15 a. The federal law enforcement officer has :easonable 

16 grounds for believing that an indictable public offense has 

11 been committed and has reasonable grounds for believing that 

18 the person to be arrested has corr.mi:~ed it. 

l~~ b. The federal :aw e~forcement officer is rende~ing 

20 ass~starlce to a 9eace officer of this state ~n a~ energe~cy or 

2: at the request of the peace off~cer. 

EX?LANAT:Ot~< 

23 7his bi~: provides that a federal law enforcement official 

21 has the sar:1e authority and im.onunity from st.:i t as any peace 

25 officer of this sta=e when ma~ing an arrest if the ~ede~al 

26 off:cer has reasonable grounds ~or believing an i~dictable 

27 offe~se has been con~itted and :he perso~ to be arrested 

28 committed the offense, or the federal officer is rendering 

29 ass1stance to a peace officer of this state. 
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SENATE P'll,!: :?1 S6 

AN ,,c-r 
GIVING FF.DF.RAC LA'N EN:i"'OHCF..I.\ENT OF'PICIALS PEACE OfFICF:R STi\'IUS 

IN CB~t'AIN INS'rANC:LS, 

BE IT E::Nl\CTEO BY 1'1tf. CENF.RAL ASSEMR(.'i OF THE STAn: OF IO'rlA: 

Sc~ction 1. NF.:W SEC_-riO_~- 80-1.'/A ARRESTS B'i n:DF.RAL LA'~ 

t:~H'ORCF.MENT Orl"'CI:RS. 

1. For purpos•~s of this ::.ect·.ion, "federal law P.nfcrcP.rrent 

officer"' ,,(.•ans <l person enployed full time by thP. tJnitP.d 

State& qclvernmP.nt who is empowP.red to effP.ct ~n arrest with or 

withct1t a warrant [or a violation of the United States Code 

and •.oho is i\Ut.hori.:ed to carry a firearm in the pl•cfor~t~.wce of 

the pP.racn's duties as a fed,!ral law f;':nforccment officer. 

:?. A fedE-ral law ~n(orc~:nent oft ieee has the sa:ne 

authority, as provided in s~c:tion 804.1, subs~~tion ], and has 

the !>ilne imtr-~..<1\lt.y from 5uit in this :Gtate as a f.P3Ct· off.cer, 

<ls df:>fined in 3P.Ction 80:.•1, subsect:on 1 • ...,;len making an 

.Hrest in this state for a nont:ederal crim~ if either of the 

foll()winq exist:1: 

a. The fedf~ral L1w cnforceC"'ecot off ir.er has rea:;or.aOle 

grounds for believing !hat an indictable public cffens~ haD 

b~cn cor.unitted and h<ts rea~~::>n;~ble grounC.s for belio?ving that. 

t.he r.-eraon to b~ cHr~~;ted :'las c:om:nittnd it. 
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o. 1t-.e f~dPral Lr.; (>!l(orcPmcr.t c-f! kP.r i!O r~noiering 

asslst.dnce to a peace !)fficer elf this state in an ~~Prgency or 

at the requ•~&L ol the ?P.<lC!~ officer. 

JO ANN ZIMP.t:RMAtJ 

President of the Senate 

OQN,\1,0 0. AVENSON 

Spea:.Cer of thP. HOVSP 

1 hereby cert1fy that. this bill originated ll\ the SPnate and 

lS known as Senate ril~ 2156, Sevc~nty-third GenP.ral As!:'enbly. 

App<OVOA:~ /2_ , 1990 

TF.RR'i 1::. BHMJS'TAD 

Governor 
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Secretary o! th~ Senate 
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