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1 An Act relating to the timely notification of the chairperson of 

the proper judicial nominat:ng cox~ission of a vacancy in the 

supreme court, the couct of appeals, or the district court. 
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IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOIVA: 
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S.F. :JO~H.F. 

l Section 1. Section 46.12, unn~mbered pa~agraph 1, Code 

2 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

3 When a vacancy occurs or will occur within ~i~~y one 

4 hundred tw~nty days in the s'..lpreme cour:, the court of appeals 

5 or district court, the state commissioner of elections shall 

6 forthwith so notify the chairperson of the proper judicial 

7 nominating commission. The chairperson shall call a rr.eeti.ng 

8 of the comm1ssion within ten days after such notice; if the 

9 chairperson fails to do so, the chief justice shall call such 

10 meeting. 
11 EXPLANATION 

12 Currently, the state commission of electio:1s must no~<ry 

13 the chai~person of the appropriate j'..ldicial nominating 

14 commission of any district or appellate judge vacancies •,;hich 

15 will occur within 60 days. 7llis bill increases the time 

16 period from 60 to 120 days. 
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1 An Act relating to the timely notification of the chairperson of 

the proper judicial nominating commission of a vacancy in ~he 

supreme court, the court of appeals, or the district court. 
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S.F. H.F. 

Section 1. Section 46.12, unnumbered paragraph l, Code 

1989, is amended to read as follows: 

When a vacancy occurs or will occur within ~~~ty one 

hundred twenty days in the supreme court, the court of appeals 

or district court, the state commissioner of elections shall 

forthwith so notify the chairperson of the proper judicial 

nominating co~~ission. The chairperson shall call a meeting 

of the commission within ten days after such notice; if the 

chairperson fails to do so, the chief justice shall call such 

10 meeting. 
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EXPLANAT:ON 
Currently, the state co~~ission of elections must notify 

the chairperson of the appropriate judicial nominating 

co~mission of any district or appellate judge vacancies which 

will occur within 60 days. This bill increases the time 

period from 60 to 120 days. 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

The sixty-day period presently in the statute is normally 

consumed with the nomination (30 days) and appointment (30 

days) process. Generally, after a new appointment there is a 

period of time before a successor begins performing judicial 

services. This vacancy period causes court delays. If a new 

judge must close a law practice, the vacancy period may be 

25 even longer. This bill seeks to reduce the vacancy period and 
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reduce delays. 
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AN ACT 

Rfo:CATI!-.'G TO TlfC 'i'IMI::L'i rmri'YICATION OF l'Ht: CIIAik?EHSON OF THE 

J•tlO~F.R JUO IC I A[, l~OM I NAT I NG COP1.'H SS ION OF' 1\ VACAt;cy 1 N 'I'll f. 

SUPRCMC COURT, Till: COURT Of'' APPEAI.S, OR 1'11f: l>lS'fRICT COURT. 

m: IT FNACTf':l> ln' TilE (;t.:N!:RAL .~SSF.I-!HI.'i Or TilE STATE: OP IOWA: 

$r~ct.ion 1. St>:c:t:ion 46.12, unnurnbeu~d parJ.gr,lph l, Ccr!t=! 

l'J8~J. ia GHnc:nded to redd aa follows: 

Nht:""n a vacancy cccurs or .,..i 11 occur within l'li~~:ty on!!:. hury.: 

di"(·~l twt!nt.y d<1y.s in the suprPme coun, t.he court. of app!!<.lls or 

dtst:rict court, the st.=ttc cou<nassioncr of ~:>lecti.on~ fihC:tll 

forthwlt.h S•l notify thE! chairper91ln ot the propPi judicial 

nomirhlt.lng cor.miss1on. ThP chairpt•r:;,)r, shall call <t ;nc1~t.lnq 

of tlrL~ COIIUtoi:~sion w1thin to..•n days aftl'l !Hl<.'h rwtict~; if thP 

-
~ien.tt:f.' r11t~ JO?. p. J. 

•:hairpPt·son f<tils t.o do ~:.o, thP cilict' ltl!.>l:i-.:e sh,l'l call ~uch 

:neet.lnq. 

JO ANN Z lMIO:RM.o\i-l 

PrPsid~nt of t)r(! ~;p~atc 

fX.JNAlCr D. AVt:I!SON 

Speaker of Lh(: Hou~;f!' 

r tu.•rr~by certit·y t.h.1r this blll oriqulc1t(·d in th'..! !;~nat.L' <tnd 

is kno~oor) a~ St!n<liP FilL• .!02, Sr~vL'nt.y-r:hird (;Pnr~r.tl AS::>L•mbly. 
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