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l An Act relating to the commencement in the district court of 

2 certain civil rights actions involving administrative 
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S.F. H.F. 

l Section l. Section 60lA.l6, subsection l, paragraph b, 

7. Code 1989, 1s amended to read as follows: 

3 b. The complaint has been on file with the commission for 

4 at least o~e-h~ndred-twe~~y sixty days and the commission has 

5 issued a release to the complainant purs~ant to subseclion 2 

6 of thls section. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 601A.l6, subsection 2, Code 1989, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 

9 ?.. Upon a request by the complainant, and after the 

10 expiration of ene-htlndred-twenty sixty days from the timely 

ll filing of a complaint with the conunission, the commission 

12 shall issue to the complainant a reiease stating that the 

13 complainant has a right to commence an action 1n the district 

14 court. A :elease under this subsection shall not be issued if 

15 a finding of no probable cause has been made on the complaint 

16 by the administrative law judge charged with that duty under 

17 secr1on 601A.l5, stibsectlon 3, or a conciliation agreement has 

18 been executed ~;r.<ier sP.ct.ion oc:A.l5, or :::he cor.ur.ission ~·:t::s 

19 served notice of hearing upon the respcr•dent pursuant to 

20 seclio~ 60lA. l5, ·:::~,()· .~ .. ')c• 1. O"' r.:. O' 
~· _.,"'" - J • ..J L~-- l.. .. the compl~int is cl8sed 

22 issuance date of the closure. 

23 subsectio~ 4, a oarty may - --·-·· ·- --· ···-·-

24 obt~~!l 5'_ copy of all documents contained -~.n -~ case f. i le where 

25 the commission has isslied a release to the complainant 

26 oursuant to this subsection. 

27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill prohibits complainants in civil rights cases from 

29 commencing actions for relief in district court if the 

30 complaint was closed as an administrative closure by the civil 

31 rights commission and two years have elapsed since the 

32 closure. The bill also allows a party access to case files in 

33 cases when the commission has issuecl a release to commence " 

34 court action. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 601A.l6, subsection 2, Code 1989, ls 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Upon a ·request by the complainant, and after the 

4 expiration of one hundred twenty days from the timely filing 

5 of a complaint with the corr~ission, the co~~iss~on shall issue 

6 to the complainant a release stating that the complainant has 

7 a right to commence an action in the district court. A 

8 release under this subsection shall not be issued if a finding 

9 of no probable cause has been made on the complaint by the 

10 administrative law judge charged with that duty under section 

11 601A.l5, subsection 3, o~ a conciliation agreement has been 

12 executed under section 601A.l5, o~ the commission has served 

13 notice of hearing upon the respondent pursuant to section 

14 601A.l5, subsection 5, or the complaint is closed after 

15 administrative review and two years have elapsed since the 

16 issuance date of the closure. 

17 EXPLANATION 

18 This bill prohibits complainants in civil rights cases fro~ 

19 commencing actions for relief in district court if the 

20 complaint was closed after administrative review by the civil 

21 rights co~~ission and two years have elapsed since the 

22 closure. 

23 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

24 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

25 The Civil Rights Commission proposes a legislative change 

26 imposing a time limit for the complainant to commence an 

27 action for relief in the district court by seeking an 

28 administrative release from the commission. This change has 

29 been requested by attorneys for respondents in order to 

30 establish a time limit for the complainants to commence an 

31 action for relief in the district court. The impact on the 

32 Civil Rights Commission would be an enhancement of 

33 respondents' perception of the commission's impartiality in 

34 handling discrimination cases. 
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AN ;\CT 

~ELA'!'l~G TO TUf. COHM~~C.::P.t:NT ~~~ THE OIS'.':·UC'r COURT OF CERTAIN 

CIVIL R!GtiTS ACTIO~S INVO:.VIN(; AOMIN:STRNI'l'/F CJ.l)Sl)!U:S. 

, .. ; :1 nli\C7'EO BY TtlE G£~'ERAI. ASSF.'•mL'i OF' ?HE: STA'!'I: 02 IOWA: 

Sectior. 1. Se-ct:.on 601A.~6. subst•ct.ion :, p,H.19~'<l?h b, 

CoC:.P. 1969, is am•~nded to read as to';lo·~·s: 

t.. ';'flc complaint ha~~ b(·L~n on (il0 wi~h th(.• ::m·missio;l for 

,lt lo?ast oru~-hnndre-d-~"erH:y :dxt...,y C:c1ys ..tnd t.t·.<'! cor.m;ss:on hds 

-"·~·.wd a release to the ccmplai;,ant pursJ.1nt to subacction 2 

of t.l;i~ S~C'!:LOO. 

Se>c. 2. S~ct.ion 601.'\.16, S\Jhs~ct.ion 2, Cori~ 19!l~, 15 

i.lmenJed to read CHl follo· .. ·s: 

?.. Upor. a r~qu(•::,1:: by tt:c complain~r.t, and after tho? 

expiration of o"e··~ttr'ldr~d-t:"e"t:Y .~.;x_•:Y. d;1ys trom the ti:nety 

:1!1ng of d complaint with the cc:ncia::;io:1, t:lt:' conu1i:.;.sion 

shdli i.GS\lt:> to tOP.- c<":lrrplair.ant a r~l~.-.s~ st.at.ing that th-.• 

CO:-"i!)l<!.in;lnt h<.ts 3 ri-:,;nt to <:•x:-.mence an action ~:1 the di~;trict 

court.. A r~lP.-<!se '.Jndt!r this subsect:ioc sh.:!.ll not be isstJcoJ if 

a finding of no 9robablP. caus~ has beer. mad>:> ;:.n the complaint 

by the <1rir-.inis.t.l'ative la· ... · juo.Jg(· charqo~J w~th •.h.st d\.':y unde1 

sectioc 601A.15, subsection J, o~ a cc~ciliation aqcecm~nt has 

been exectJt.Pd under secticn 601A.l5, ~r the c~~mission has 

scr·:cd notice of he<Hi.~q upo:1 t.t-.e re~r.:)noient. puc:s~.;a!1~ to 

sec:icr. 601,\.15, sub5cct:on :;L-c~~ __ :._~'-'! __ c_:~~!!!£_l_~~r:.! __ ~clo:~P;_d ~s 

:!D. a_~· 1 ~:.~~-~r.~~.!-~f'-~~~-u '-~-- ~.!}9 ... ~~g _ _xs~-~.:> _have e: apseoi .s i ~.<;P. Un: 

I S.>'~l-~.~-~- de. t~ .. ?r. _t_l}!':. .. <:!..Q.S."J.~. e • 

- ~ 
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