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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to service of notice of expiration of the right 

2 of redemption from tax sales. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S~F. ~ '~,J :L F. 

l Sec:ion 1. Section 447.9, Code 1989, ts amended to read as 

?. follows: 

3 447.9 ~OTICE OF EXPIRATION OF RIGHT OF REDEMPTION. 

4 After two years anc nine months from the date of sale, or 

5 after nine months rrom the date of a sale made under section 

6 446.!8, 446.38 or 446.39, the holder of the certificate of 

7 purchase ;~ay cause to be served upon the person in possession 

8 of the real csta:e, and d!so upo:1 the perso;1 i~ whose 11ame the 

9 real estate is taxed, in the ma:1ner provided for the service 

10 of origir.al noti.<ees i_n R.C.~~--~f thP !?~rson~eside_?~ 

ll Iowa, or otherwise as provided :n section 446.9, subsec~ion l, 

i2 a notice signee by t~P certificate holder or the ccr~iflcate 

13 holder 1 S agent or attcJrney, stating the date of sale, the 

14 descri;>tiotl of the property sold, the name of the purchaser: 

15 and t~at the rignt of redemption will expire and a deed for 

16 the land be made u~less redemption is made with!n cinety d~ys 

17 from tte compJeteJ service ot the ~otice. W~e~ tt1e notice is 

18 give~ by a c:o~n~y as a holder of a certificate of pu~chase the 

19 notice shall be signee by the r.ot.tn':y treasurer o:- t~_e co~:1!_y 

20 ~ttorney, ar1d ~h€:1 give~ by a city, it shall be signed by (he 

:>! city •:·fficer Jes:gn2.tc·d hy resc:.;;t.io~: o~· t.J;e cvur:cil. lflhen 

22 ttte ~ot.ir.e is give~ by LhP Iowa finance aut~ority or a c~ty or 

21 counly age~cy hn:cling the 9roperty as pdrt of a11 iowa 

24 homesteadi~g proiect, it shall be signed on benalf of the 

26 rules of L~e aqe1!cy or authoricy. 

21 Service of the notice shall also be made by ~ail on ~ny 

28 mortgagee having a liPn upon the real estate, a vendor of the 

29 real estate ~nder a ~ecorded contract o~ sale, a lessor who 

30 i1as a recorded ledse or memc:andum oE a recorded lease, a~d 

31 any ot~er persoll who t1as an interest of record, at the 

.12 per so:--:' !3 lest knowr; c:HJdress_,_~E_ the mo_~tqaqeo, _ _-,;endor!. i.es::;'?_.~ 

33 or other o2rsc:~ has :1led a :.-c-ques~ -.- .. ~o~ ~otic~, ~s prescribe~ 

.14 ... :1 sec:ior: Ll!:6._9_!_ s!lbsecti.on 3, anrj o.-: the ~.;::a:e of Iowa ir. 

35 case o~ a:~ 0J.~-ase .lssistancc lien by service ~pon t~e state 
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l department of human services. The notice shall also be served 

2 on any city where the real estate is situated. 

3 Sec. 2. Section 447.12, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

4 follows: 

5 447.12 WHEN SERVICE DEEHED COMPLETE -- PRESCJI-IPTION. 

6 Service is complete only after an affidavit has been filed 

7 with the treasurer, showing the making of the service, the 

8 manner of service, the time when and place where made, and 

9 under whose direction the service was made. The affidavit 

10 shall be made by the holder of the certificate or by the 

ll holder's agent or attorney, and in either of the latter cases 

12 stating that the affiant is the agent or attorney, of the 

13 holder of the certificate. The affidavit shall be filed by 

14 the treasurer and entered upon the sale book opposite the 

15 entry of the sale, and the record or affidavit is presumptive 

16 evidence of the completed service of the notice. The right of 

17 redemption shall r.ot expire until ninety days after service lS 

18 complete. When the property is held by a city or county, a 

19 city or county agency, or the Iowa finance authority, for use 

20 1n an Iowa homesteading project, whether or not ~he property 

21 is the subject of a conditional conveyance granted under the 

22 project, the affidavit shall be made by the treasurer of the 

23 county or the county attorney, a city officer designated by 

24 resolution of the council, or on behalf of the agency or 

25 authority, by one of its officers as authorized in rules of 

26 the agency or authority. 

27 EXPLANATION 

28 Under current law, a notice of expiration of redemption on 

29 a tax sale must be personally served upon the various parties 

30 with interest 1n the real estate. This bill requires personal 

31 service upon the owner and person in possession residing in 

32 the state and service by mail on owners outside of the state. 

33 Other parties are entitled to notice only if tr.ey have filed a 

34 request for notice 1n the original tax sale proceedings. 

35 Persons who cannot be served personally or by mail ~ay be 
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1 served by publication under section 447.10. 
2 This bill also allows the notice and affidavit to be slgned 

3 by the county attorney. 
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SENATi:: t'IU! 176 

MJ ACT 

RELA'I'ING TO SERVICE OF NOTICE OF &XPIRATIO!II m· THE RIGH'r 

OP R£0£HP7ION PROM TAX SALES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSF.HBI.'t ot' 'fHE: STAT£ OF' IOWA1 

Section 1, Sectton 447.9, Code 1989, is a~ended to read as 

follows: 

447.9 NOTICE OF EXPIRA'I'ION OF RIGHT OF REDEMPTION. 
After two years and nine aonthe from the date of sale, oc 

after nine ~onths tram the date of a sale ~&de under section 
446.18, 446,38 or 446.19, t~e holder of the certificate of 
purchase may cause to be served upon the person in possession 
of the real eatate, and also upon the person in whose na~e the 

real estate la taxed, 1n the manner provided for the service 
ot original notices in R.C.P. 56,1 1 if the peraon !!!!£~!.1~ 
towa,_or otherwise as provlded_in section 446,9, &UE!!£~ion 1, 
a notice aiqned by the certificate holder or the certificate 
holder's agent or attorney, stating the date of sale, the 
description of the property sold, the name of the purchaser, 

and that the right of red&mption will expire and a deed for 
the land be made unless redemption is made within ninety days 

from the colllplated service of the notice. When the noUce la 

given by a county as a holder of a certificate of purchase the 

notice shall be alqned by the county treasurer 2.! the county 

!~~2~~, and when given by a city, it shall be siqned by the 
city officer designated by resolution of the council. When 
the notice ia qiven by the Iowa finance authority or a city or 

county agency holding th~ property as pact of an Iowa 
homesteading project, it ghall be signed on behalf of the 

- • 
Senate File 176, p. 2 

agency or authorlty by one of ita ofticer&, aa authorized in 

rules of the a9ency or authority. 
Service of the notice shall also be made by mall on any 

mort9a9ee having a llen upon the real estate, a vendor of the 
real estate under a recorded contract of sale, a lessor who 
hau a recorded lease or ~•~orandu~ of a recorded lease, and 

any other person who has an interest of record, at the 
person's laet known addressL it the mor!g!g~~, ver\d2!• lessor, 

QI_£the£_person baa filed a req~est for not!£!L_!!_~rescr1bed 
.!...!L..!!!£Hon U6.~r...aubeect1on _ _!, and on the state of Iowa 1n 

caae of an old-age aeai•tance lien by service upon the state 
department of human services. The notice shall also be served 

on any clty where the real estate is situated. 
sec. 2. Section 4•1.12, Code 1~89, is a~ended to read as 

follows: 
t47.12 WHEN SERVICE OBEHEO COMPLETE-- PRESUMP~ION. 

service ia complete only after an affidavit ha& been filed 
with the treasurer, showing the ~aking of the service, the 

manner of service, the time when and place where made, and 
under whose direction the service was made. The affidavit 

shall be ~ade by the holder of the certificate or by the 
holder'& a~ent or attorney, and in either of the latter cases 

stating that the affiant-is the agent or attorney7 ot the 
holder of the certificate. ~he affidavit shall be tiled by 

the treasurer and entered upon the aale book opposite the 
entry of the sale, and the record or affidavit is presumptive 

evidence of the completed service of the not1ce. The right of 
redemption shall not e•plre until ninety days after service is 

complete. When the property is held by a city or county, a 
city or county agency, or the Jowa finance authority, for use 

1n an Iowa homesteading project, whether or not the property 
1s the subject of a cond_itlonal conveyance granted under the 



Senate File 176, p. 3 

project, the affidavit shall be made by the treasurer of the 

county or the county attorney, a city officer designated by 

resolution of the council, or on behalf of the agency or 

authority, by one of its officers as authorized in rules of 

the agency or authority. 

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN 

President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 176, Seventy-third General Assembly. 

JOHN F. DWYER 

Approved 
----~~~~~+jl _______ , 

1989
secretary of the Senate 
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