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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the allowable length of stinger-steered 

automobile transporters and certain semitrailers when operated 

on highways designated by the state transportation commission. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE 120 
S-3053 

l Amend Senate File 120 as follows: 
2 l. Page 1, by inserting before line 21, the 
3 following: 
4 "Sec. Section 321.457, subsection 3, 
5 paragraph~ Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
6 d. In a combination of vehicles used principally 
7 for hauling livestock or a stinger-steered automobile 
8 transporter operating under this subsection and 
9 section 321.454, subsection 2, the combination of 

10 vehicles used principally for hauling livestock or the 
11 stinger-steered automobile transporter may depart from 
12 the designated highway system by the most direct route 
13 to points of pickup and delivery. Vehicles operating 
14 under this paragraph are not exempt from posted s1ze 
15 and weight restrictions on highway structures." 

By DON E. GETTINGS 
SJ3Q5l FIL~p FEBRU~Y 9, 1989 
Qa..b{JtftL-.J..-t?.>- (ff (p . 3CtA'3} 
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1 Section 1. Section 321.1, Code 1989, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 89. "Stinger-steered automobile 

4 transporter" means any vehicle combination designed and used 

5 specifically for the transport of assembled highway vehicles, 

6 recreational vehicles, or boats in which the fifth wheel is 

7 located on a drop frame located below and behind the rearmost 

8 axle of the power unit. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 321.457, subsection 3, paragraph b, Code 

10 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

11 b. A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not 

12 have an overall length in excess of twenty-eight feet six 

13 inches when operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer 

14 combination or truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer 

15 combination. When the semitrailers in a truck tractor-

16 semitrailer-semitrail_f§!r combination are conr:ected by a rigid 

17 frame extension including a fifth-wheel connection point 

18 attached to the rear frame of the first semitrailer, the 

19 length of the frame extension shall not be included when 

determining the overall length of the first semitrailer. 

Sec. 3. Section 321.457, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 

22 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

23 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. A stinger-steered automobile 

24 transporter shall not have an overall length exceeding 

25 seventy-five feet, except that the load may extend up to three 

26 feet beyond the front bumper and up to four feet beyond the 

27 rear bumper. 

28 Sec. 4. Section 321.457, subsection 3, unnumbered 

29 paragraph 2, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

30 The commission shall adopt rules to designate the highways. 

31 The rules adopted by the department under this paragraph are 

32 exempt from chapter l7A, the Iowa administrative 2rocedure 

33 Act. 

34 EXPLANATION 

35 This bill relates to the maximum lengths of certain 
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l vehicles when operating on highways designated for longer 

2 vehicles by the state transportation commission. 

3 The bill allows semitrailers in a truck tractor-

4 semitrailer-semitrailer combination to have an overall length 

5 of up to twenty-eight feet six inches as allowed under current 

6 Code provisions for trailers and semitrailers in a truck 

7 tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination. The bill provides 

8 that if the semitrailers are connected by a rigid frame 

9 extension including a fifth-wheel connection point attached to 

10 the rear frame of the first semitrailer, the length of the 

11 frame extension is not included in determining the overall 

12 length of the first semitrailer. 

13 The bill allows stinger-steered automobile transporters 

14 operated on the designated highways to have an overall length 

15 up to seventy-five feet. However, the bill provides that the 

16 transporters may have the load extend up to three feet beyond 

17 the front bumper and up to four feet beyond the rear bumper. 

18 A stinger-steered automobile transporter is defined as being 

19 any vehicle combination designed and used specifically for the 

20 transport of assembled highway vehicles, recreational 

21 vehicles, or boats in which the fifth wheel is located on a 

22 drop frame located below and behind the rearmost axle of the 

23 power unit. 

24 The bill also clarifies that the state transportation 

25 commission is exempt from the Iowa administrative procedure 

26 Act when designating the highways for use by longer vehicles. 

27 Section l7A.23 of the Code requires that exemptions cite the 

28 Act by name. 
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SENATE FIL:': 120 
BY CO~MITTEE ON TRANS?ORTAT:ON 

(SUCCESSOR to SSB 10) 

(COMPANION TO LSB l223HV) 

(AS fu~ENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE FEBRUARY 13, 1989) 

- New Language by the Senate 

?assed Senate, Date Jt./,,ln (l) 3C:3) Passed Hou.se, 
0

Da te 4-5'-gtf(pJ30Z.,) 
Vote: Ayes '-/..2 Nays ~ Vote: J•yes 't) / Nays ----')'"':)_"'·-=--

Approved ____!l.-;90-Wf ( p l.'~'fLI) 
A Bill FOR 

l A~ Act relating to the allowable length of scinger-steered 

2 automobile transporters and certain semitrailers when operated 

3 on highways designated by the state transportation co~~isslon. 
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S.F. IZO H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.1, Code 1989, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 89. "Stinger-steered automobile 

4 transporter" means any .vehicle combination designed and used 

5 specifically for the transport of assembled highway vehicles, 

6 recreational vehicles, or boats in which the fifth wheel is 

7 located on a drop frame located below and behind the rearmost 

8 axle of the power unit. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 321.457, subsection 3, paragraph b, Code 

10 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

11 b. A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not 

12 have an overall length in excess of twenty-eight feet six 

13 inches when operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer 

14 combination or truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer 

15 combination. When the semitrailers in a truck tractor-

16 semitrailer-semitrailer combination are connected by a rigid 

17 frame extension including a fifth-wheel connection point 

18 attached to the rear frame of the first semitrailer, the 

19 length of the frame extension shall not be included when 

20 determining the overall length of the first semitrailer. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 321.457, subsection 3, paragraph d, Code 

22 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

23 d. In a combination of vehicl~s used principally for 

24 hauling livestock ~r a stinger-steered automobile trans~rter 

25 operating under this subsection and section 321.454, 

26 subsection 2, the combination of vehicles used principally for 

27 hauling livestock or the stinger-steered automobile 

28 transporter may depart from the designate~hiqhway system by 

29 the most direct route to points of pic~~P and deliverl~ 

30 Vehicles operating under this paragraEh are not exem£t from 

31 posted size and weight restrictions on highway structures. 

32 Sec. 4. Section 321.457, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 

33 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

34 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. A stinger-steered automobile 

35 transporter shall not have an overall length exceeding 
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l seventy-five feet, except that the load may ex~end up to t~ree 

2 feet beyond the front bumper and up to four feet beyond the 

3 rea~ bumper. 

4 Sec. 5. Section 321.457, suosection 3, unnumbered 

5 paragraph 2, Code 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

6 The commission shall adopt rules to designate the highways. 

7 The ru~es adopted by the department under this paragraph are 

8 exempt from chapter 17A, the Iowa administrative orocedure 

9 Act. 
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BY (PROPOSED STATE DEPARTMEN~ OF 

TRANSPORTATION BILL) 

Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

l An Act relating to the allowable length of stinger-steered 

2 automobile transporters and certain semitrailers when operated 

3 on highways designated by the state transportation commission. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

l Section 1. Section 321.1, Code 1989, is amended by addi~g 

2 the following ~ew subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 

4 transporter'' means 

89. "Stinger-steered automobile 

any vehicle combination designed and used 

5 specifically for the transport of assembled highway vehicles, 

6 recreational vehicles, or boats in which the fifth wheel is 

7 located on a drop frame located below and behind the rearmost 

8 axle of the power unit. 

9 Sec. 2. Section 321.457, subsection 3, paragraph b, Code 

10 1989, is amended to read as follows: 

11 b. A trailer or semitrailer, laden or unladen, shall not 

12 have an overall length in excess of twenty-eight feet six 

13 inches when operating in a truck tractor-semitrailer-trailer 

14 combination or truck tractor-semitrailer-semitrailer 

15 combination. When the semitrailers in a truck tractor-

16 semitrailer-semitrailer combination are connected by a rigid 

17 frame extension includino a fifth-wheel connection ooint 

18 attached to the rear frame of the first semitrailer, the 

19 length of the frame extension shall not be included when 

20 determining the overall length of the first semitrailer. 

21 Sec. 3. Section 321.457, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 

22 amended by adding the following new paragraph: 

23 NEW PARAGRAPH. e. A stinger-steered automobile 

24 transporter shall not have an overall length exceeding 

25 seventy-five feet, except that the load may extend up to three 

26 feet beyond the front bumper and up to four feet beyond the 

27 rear bumper. 

28 Sec. 4. Section 321.457, subsection 3, unnumbered 

29 paragraph 2, Code 

30 The commission 

31 The rules adopted 

1989, is amended to read as follows: 

shall adopt rules to designate the highways. 

by the department under this paragraph are 

32 exempt from chapter l7A, the Iowa administrative Erocedure 

33 Act. 

34 EXPLANATION 

35 This bill relates to the maximum lengths of certain 
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vehicles whe~ operating on highways designated :or longer 

vehicles by the state transportation commission. 

The bill allows semitrailers in a truck tractor­
semitrailer-semitrailer combination to have an overall length 

of up to twenty-eight feet six inches as allowed under current 

Code provisions for trailers and semitrailers in a truck 

tractor-semitrailer-trailer combination. The bill provides 

that if the semitrailers are connected by a rigid frame 

extension including a fifth-wheel connection point attached to 

the rear frame of the first semitrailer, the length of the 

11 frame extension is not included in determining the overall 

12 length of the first semitrailer. 
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The bill allows stinger-steered automobile transporters 

operated on the designated highways to have an overall length 

up to seventy-five feet. However, the bill provides that the 

transporters may have the load extend up to three feet beyond 

the front bumper and up to four feet beyond the rear bumper. 

A stinger-steered automobile transporter is defined as being 

any vehicle combination designed and used specifically for the 
transport of assembled highway vehicles, recreational 

vehicles, or boats in which the fifth wheel is located on a 

drop frame located below and behind the rearmost axle of the 

power unit. 

The bill also clarifies that the state transportation 

commission is exempt from the Iowa administrative procedure 

Act when designating the highways for use by longer vehicles. 

Section l7A.23 of the Code requires that exemptions cite the 

28 Act by name. 

29 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 
30 SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

31 The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued a rule in 

32 January 1988 which became effective February 29, 1988, 

33 regarding national use of stinger-steered automobile 

34 transporters. 

35 This rule stipulates that no state shall impose an overall 
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l length limitation of less than 75 feet on stinger-steered 

2 automobile transporters operating on the national system of 

3 highways designated for use by larger trucks which was first 

4 identified in the 1982 Surface Transportation Assistance Act. 

5 The FW~A rule also prohibits states from imposing a front load 

6 overhang limitation of less than three feet or a rear load 

7 overhang of less than four feet. 

8 Currently, Iowa Code allows the operation on all roads and 

9 streets in the state of automobile transporters, including 

10 stinger-steered auto transports, with an overall length 

11 limitation not to exceed 65 feet and a front overhang of three 

12 feet and a rear overhang of four feet. This proposal limits 

13 the 75-foot long stinger-steered transports to the designated 

14 system for larger trucks in Iowa. 

15 Nationally, automobile transporters are a small segment of 

16 the total medium-to-heavy truck population (13,000 vehicles 

17 out of a total medium-to-heavy truck population of over 2 

18 million). The stinger-steered units constitute an even 

19 smaller percentage. 

20 A second FHWA rule, effective July 7, 1988, relates to the 

21 measurement of a new kind of connecting device used in some 

22 twin-trailer trucks. Most twins are connected by having the 

23 first trailer tow a dolly that has a fifth wheel. The do:ly 

24 is connected to the first trailer by a kind of hook-and-eye 

25 arrangement so there are two articulation points between the 

26 two trailers. The new device, known as a B-train assembly, 

27 has a rigid frame extension attached to the first trailer with 

28 a fifth wheel mounted on it. There is only one articulation 

29 point between the two trailers and there is also increased 

30 roll stability. 

31 Trailers used in twin-trailer combinations are limited to 

32 28 1/2 feet in length. The overall length of these 

33 combinations is limited by the length of the trailers. This 

34 proposal provides that when a B-train assembly is used in a 

35 twin-trailer combination, the frame extension is not included 
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l in the measurement of the first trailer. Excluding the B-

2 train from the ~easurement of trailer length will not allow 
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SD.'ATF. F'Il.E 120 

AN .\CT 

RF.C.ATING T<J THL AL:.OWABLE LENGT!l OF S'ri~!Gt:R-STEI:REO AlJTOMOBH.F: 

TRANSPORT-ERS AND CE::I.TAIN S~I-'.IT~AII.!":RS 'rlHL:-: OPERAT~D mt IIIGH­

WA'iS DESIGNATED 8'/ THE STATE TRANSPORTATION COM."'ISSIO~. 

81': IT E:NAC'ff':l) ay THE GftH:RAt~ ASSEMBLY OF THE S'!A1't: Ot' IOWA: 

Sect.ion 1. SPCt1on 321.1, Code 1989, is amended by adding 

tMe fQllowinq new subsect. ion: 

NEW SUBSEC'!'.~~~. 89. "St.inger-!>teet·ed autorno'oile 

transpOrter" rneans ,·wy V(~hicl~ comh1nation desiq;wd and used 

specifically foe the transport of asse~bled highway veh1clea, 
recreational v~hicles, or bodts in ~hich the fifth wheel lS 

~ 
s~nate file 120, p. 2 

1-:-cat.t?d on a o1rcp futmf:> l::>Cc1teC twl': ..... ~nd b~hir.d t.he rc.Hrr..ost 

axle> of th~ power .JOlt. 

St~C. 2. Sc.-t:tion 321.457, subsection 3, paraqraptl b, Code 

1~89, 1s arnC"nd~d to read as follows: 

b. A trailt.>r or ~H~rni.trai~er, laden or '.Jnlad(•r:, !>La~1 not 

have an ov~rali lenqttl in exce~s of ~wcnty-~~ght !~ct six 

inches when cpcrating in a truck trActor-semitr&ller-trailC"r 

o;omb i. nt~ t ~or: c r truck tract. or_ -:~Prn i ~-~.!lle r- s~.m i. _t_~-~.!i.£.!. 

~:-'?1~~.! nat i Ot\. 1-!"il~n ~.he __ sen i_!:.r ~ i le ry _ _:~l. r u~~!_r ac_ tor:-. 

sem: t. r ~-i .1. ~.r.-:;;~~~i-~ r a i 1 er _col!!~ 1 nat. 1on . ~.!..£. . .£"?!1.nect _N~ __ b_:t._~_ .. ! 1 9.~ ~ 

f r ~"-~"" .S.!= t_~rt-~ .~?.!' .. i !lC 1 ud i nq a _ ~ 1 !_t h _...,!':_~c 1 c~nnec~_L?_•_•__E?...!..!!.!~ 

:a_~_ta'?h.~d_to ~h-~. ~ear (ra:mt! o~_.!·~e fi.r_~.! sem .. ~ .. traii~_r _ _. ___ the 

-~~E-.9':.~ ·?.f t.hE- f_r_~mc ext.ensi,>n -~;!v1i 1 -~-~~~-;'l~ludcd_..,.h~ 

det..!.!'E'.i .. ~~-~-:9 t·he o-w:~rall lt!nqth ~>.f t.he JJ.:st. __ sem~tr~_U...c...!...:.. 

Sec. 3. Section 321.457, subsection 3, pa!&q!"aph d, Code 

!'989, is arr.ended to re'ad as tollm.-~.: 

d. ~n a ccmbi.r.ation of 'JChic1~~- ¥sed princ1pally for 

hau lin9 1 i v1~s tock. ?E ~ st i ~9~ r- ~.!.~Ned-~"!\! t ~rn:.:ioi 1 o? __ t_. ~ an_;;_E.££.!:..~. 

o~ecating und~r t~ls subsection and section 121.4~4. 

suhsectl(Jil 2, the co:nb.ination of vehi<.:lt~:~ used ;H.i.ncipally f:::or 

haul.nq llve:(;tock or the st.1ng_~_r-s~.~.E?.~ed <HJ~.9mo_~_1!c 

tra'!_~r~.e.!. rr:·ay depart froM th~ desiq;"lat~d h~qhway sy.st em by 

the most d1rect ro..Jte to points of pickup a:nd de!ivery. 

Vehicles cp~r~t.1ng undet thi~ paragraph arc not exompt froffi 

p:::osted size a~d we1qht restrictions en highway structures. 

Sec. 4, SPCtion 321.457, SllbS~CtlOO ], Code 1989, is 

amended by add1ng the following new paragraph: 

NE'"'' PARAGRAPH. ~. A stinqcr-stej~red auto~ob1le 

transpol'ter s~.11~ c:ot h.lV(! • .1n o·.-erall lengtn exce~dinq 

st~ve:H.y-f'iv•~ ~eet, except that ttH.• l::ad rr:.ay 

feet beyond t..,e front bo..mpcr m;d :.~p to four 

rear bunp1~r. 

Scc. 5. Sect12n 121.451, suhs~ction 3, 

exte~d up to threE­

f~et b~yond t.he 

unnurr.be:::cU 

parag:aph 2. t:ode :J89, l!> ame~ded r.~ read a~ tol.ows: 

VI , 
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Senate File 120, p. 3 

The commission shall adopt rules to designate the highways. 

The rules adopted by the department under this paragraph are 

exempt from chapter l7A, the Iowa administrative procedure 

Act. 

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN 

President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

1s known as Senate File 120, Seventy-third General Assembly. 

JOHN F. DWYER 

Secretary of the Senate 

Approved 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 


