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1 An Act relating to foreign money judgments and providing a~ 

2 effective date. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE FILE lll 
S-3112 

l Amend Senate File ~ll as follows: 
2 1 Page 3, by inserting after line 32 the fol-
3 ~owing: 
4 ''Sec. This Act is retroactive to January 1, 
5 1988, and applies to any final and conclusive foreign 
6 judgment obtained on or after that date." 
7 2. By renumbering as necessary. 
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Sec:.ion l. NE\'i S:.;C'i'~ON. 62o3.j_ DSFINITWNS. 

2 As used l~ this chapter unless the context o~h~rwise 

3 reqt.i\res: 

4 ''Foreign judgment'' means a judgment, dectee, or order 

5 of a court of a foreign state granting or denying ~ecovery of 

G a sum of money, other than a ~udcment for - , 
taxes, a f ;_ ne or 

7 other 9enalty, cr a judgment for support of de~endents. 

s ~ 
L. • 

' 'Foreign state'' means any governmental unit other than 

9 the United States, a state, district, corrunonwealth, territGry, 

lO insular possession of the United States, the P2nama Car:al 

ll Zone, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or the 

12 Ryukyu Islands. 
13 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 6263.2 APPLICATION AND 

14 ENFORCEABILITY. 
15 Tl•is chapter a~plies to any fore1gn ~udgment which is final 

c6 and conclusive, and enforceable where rendered even though the 

L7 judgment is s•1b]ect :o an a~peal or an appeal from that 

L8 judgment is pending. Except as provided ir: section 6263.3, a 

19 foreign judgment is conclusive between the parties to t~e 

20 extent that 

21 money. 'I' he 

22 enforceable 

23 judgment of 

24 credit. 

the judgment grants or denies recovery CJf a Stirn of 

fina~ and conclusive foreign j~dg~ent is 

in the same manner and to the same extent as the 

a sister state which is entitled to full faith ar.d 

25 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 6268.3 INCONCLUSIVE JUDGMENTS. 

26 1. A foreign judgment is not conclusive ir. any of the 

27 following cases: 
28 a. The foreign judgment was rendered under a system which 

29 does not provide impartial tribunals or procedures compatible 

30 with the r@quirements of due process of law. 

31 b. Except as 9rovided i~ section S25B.q: the court cf the 

32 foreign sta~e di~ no~ have pe:so~al j~risdiction over Lhe 



S.F. ul H.F. 

l 2. A foreign judgment need not be recognized 1n any of the 

2 following cases: 

3 a. The defendant in the proceedings in the court of the 

4 foreign state did not receive notice of the proceedings in 

5 sufficient time to enable the defendant to defend against the 

6 action. 

7 b. 

8 c. 

9 based 

The foreign judgment was obtained by fraud. 

The cause of action on which the foreign judgment was 

is contrary to the public policy of this state. 

10 d. The foreign judgment conflicts with a previous, final, 

ll and conclusive foreign judgment or other judg~ent. 

12 e. The proceeding in the foreign court was contrary to a 

13 settlement agreement entered into between the parties prior to 

14 the foreign judgment's being rendered by the court in the 

15 foreign state. 

16 f. The court where the plaintiff is seeki~g to enforce the 

17 foreign judgment determines that jurisdiction in the court of 

18 the foreign state was based upon personal service only, and 

19 the doctrine of forum non conveniens applies to the original 

20 action. 

21 Sec. 4. ~EW SECTION. 6268.4 PERSONAL JURISDICTION. 

22 1. A foreign judgment shall not be refused recognition '" 

23 a court of this state for lack of personal jurisdiction if any 

24 of the following occurred: 

25 a. The defendant was served personally in the foreign 

26 state. 

27 b. The defendant voluntarily appeared in the proceedings, 

28 other than for the purpose of protecting property seized or 

29 threatened with seizure in the proceedings or for the purpose 

30 of contesting jurisdiction of the court in the foreign state 

31 over the defendant. 

32 c. The defendant, prior to the commencement of the 

33 proceedings in the court of the foreign state, had agreed to 

34 submit to the jurisdiction of that court in the action 

35 concerning the subject matter involved. 

-2-
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1 d. The def2ndant was domiciled, had its principal place of 

2 business, or otherwise hnd acquired corporate status in the 

3 toreign state whe~ the proceedings were instituted. 

4 e. The defendar1t had a business office in the foreign 

5 stdte and the proceedings in the court of the foreign state 

6 involved a cause of acti011 arising ou~ of business done by the 

1 defendant through that office in the foreign state. 

8 f. The defendant operated a motor vehicle or airplane in 

9 the foreign state and the proceedings involved a cause of 

10 dction aris~ng out of that operation. 

ll 2. A court of this state may recognize other bases of 

12 jurisdiction. 

l~ Sec. 5. NEW SEC~ION. 626B.5 EFFECT OF APPEAL. 

14 Upon satisfactory proof by the defendant ~hat an appeal is 

l5 pending or that the defendant is entitled to and intends to 

16 appeal the foreign judgment, the court may stay the 

17 proceedings until the appeal has been determined or until d 

18 sufficient period of time has expired during which the 

19 defendant cou:d have commenced an appeal in the court of the 

70 foreign state. 

2l Sec. 6. N£11 SECTION. 6268.6 OTHER F'OREIGN JUDGMENTS. 

22 This chapter does not prevent the recognition of a foreign 

23 judgment by a court of this state in a situation not 

24 specifically covered in this chapter. 

2~ Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 6268.7 UNIFORMITY OF 

26 INTERPRETATION. 

27 This chapter shall be so interpreted and construed as to 

28 effectuate its general purpose to make uniform the law of 

29 those states which enact it. 

30 

31 

32 

Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 626B.8 SHORT TI~LE. 

This chapter may be cited as the uniform foreign money­

judgments recognition Act. 

33 Sec. 9. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, is 

34 effect:ve upon enactment. 

35 EXPLANATION 
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3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

S.F. Ill H.F. 

This bill establishes a new chapter entitled the uniform 

foreign money-judgme~ts recognition Act. The bill defines a 

foreign judgment as a judgment of a court of a foreign state. 

A foreign state is defined as any governmental unit other than 

the United States, a state, district, commonwealth, territory, 

insular possession of the United States, the Panama Canal 

Zone, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or the 

8 Ryukyu Islands. 

9 The provisions of the chapter are to apply to any judgmenc 

10 which is final and conclusive. The bill sets :orth those 

ll instances where a judgment is not final and conclusive. 

12 Several instances are described where a foreign judgment lS 

l3 not to be refused recognition for lack o£ personal 

14 jurisdiction and it is provided that a court of this state may 

15 recognize other bases of jurisdiction. 

:6 The bill states that the chapter is to be interpreted and 

17 construed so as to effectuate its general purpose to make 

18 uniform the law of those states which enact the same law. 

19 In contrast to this bill, chapter 626A, enforcemenc of 

20 foreign judgments, affects judgment3, orders, and decrees of a 

21 court of the United States or of any other court which is 

22 entitled to full faith and credit 1n this state. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to foreign money judgments and providing an 

2 effective date. 
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Amend Senate File lll, as amended, passed, and re­
printed by the Senate, as follows: 

l. Page 3, by striking lines 33 through 35. 
2. By renumbering as necessary. 
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JAY of Appanoose, Chairperson 
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S.F. fl( H.F. 

1 Section l. NEW SECTION. 6268.1 DEFINITIONS. 

2 As used in this chapter unless the context otherwise 

3 requires: 

4 ' L • "Foreign judgment" means a judgment, decree, or order 

5 of a court of a foreign state granting or denying recovecy of 

6 a sum of money, other than a judgment for taxes, a fine or 

7 other penalty, or a judgment for support of depe~dents. 

8 2. ''Foreign state'' means any governmental unit other than 

9 the United States, a state, district, commonwealth, territory, 

10 insular possession of the United States, the Panama Canal 

11 Zone, the Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or the 

12 Ryukyu Islands. 

13 Sec. 2 • NEW SECTION. 6268.2 APPLICATION AND 

14 ENFORCEABILITY. 

15 This chapter applies to any foreign judgment which is final 

16 and conclusive, and enforceable where rendered even though the 

17 judgment is subject to an appeal or an appeal from that 

18 judgment is pending. Except as provided in section 6268.3, a 

19 foreign judgment is conclusive between the parties to the 

20 extent that the judgment grants or denies recovery of a sum of 

21 money. The final and conclusive foreign JUdgment is 

22 enforceable in the same manner and to the same extent as the 

23 judgment of a sister state which is entitled to full fa~th and 

24 credit. 

25 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 6268.3 INCONCLUSIVE JUDGMENTS. 

26 l. A foreign judgment is not conclusive in any of the 

27 following cases: 

28 a. The foreign judgment was cendered under a system which 

29 does not provide impartial tribunals or procedures compa~ible 

30 with the requirements of due process of law. 

31 b. Except as provided in section 6268.4, the court of the 

32 foreign state did not have personal jurisdiction over the 

33 defendant. 

34 c. The court of the foreign state did not have 

35 jurisdiction over the subject matter involved in che action. 



S.F. Ill H.F .. 

l 2. A foreign judgment need not be recognized in any of tte 

2 following cases: 

3 a. The defendant in the proceedings in the court of che 

4 foreign state did not receive notice of the proceedings in 

5 sufficient time to enable the defendant to defend against the 

6 action. 

7 b. The foreign judgment was obtained by fraud. 

8 c. The cause of action on which the foreign judgment was 

9 based is contrary to the public policy of this state. 

10 d. The foreign judgment conflicts with a previous, final, 

11 and conclusive foreign judgment or other judgment. 

12 e. The proceeding in the foreign court was contrary to a 

13 settlement agreement entered into between the parties prior to 

14 the foreign judgment's being rendered by the court in the 

15 foreign state. 

16 f. The court where the plaintiff is seeking to enforce the 

17 foreign judgment determines that jurisdiction in the court of 

18 the foreign state was based upon personal service only, and 

19 the doctrine of forum non conveniens applies to the original 

20 action. 

21 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 6268.4 PERSONAL JURISDICTION. 

22 1. A foreign judgment shall not be refused recognition in 

23 a court of this state for lack of personal jurisdiction if any 

24 of the following occurred: 

25 a. The defendant was served personally in the foreign 

26 state. 

27 b. The defendant voluntarily appeared in the proceedings, 

28 other than for the purpose of protecting property seized or 

29 threatened with sei~ure in the proceedings or for the purpose 

30 of contesting jurisdiction of the court in the foreign state 

31 over the defendant. 

32 c. The defendant, prior to ~he commencement of the 

33 proceedings in the court of the foreign state, had agreed to 

34 submit to the jurisdiction of that court in the action 

35 conce:ning the subject matter ir.volved. 

-2-
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l d. The defendant was domiciled, had its principal place of 

2 business, or otherwise had acquired corporate status in the 

3 foreign state when the proceedings were instituted. 

4 e. The defendant had a business office in the foreign 

5 state and the proceedings in the court of the foreign state 

6 involved a cause of action arising out of business done by the 

7 defendant through that office in the foreign state. 

8 f. The defendant operated a motor vehicle or airplane in 

9 the foreign state and the proceedings involved a cause of 

10 action arising out of that operation. 

ll 2. A court of this state may recognize other bases of 

12 jurisdiction. 

13 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 6268.5 EFFECT OF APPEAL. 

14 Upon satisfactory proof by the defendant that an appeal is 

15 pending or that the defendant is entitled to and intends to 

16 appeal the foreign judgment, the court may stay the 

17 proceedings until the appeal has been determined or until a 

18 sufficient period of time has expired during which the 

19 defendant could have commenced an appeal in the court of the 

20 foreign state. 

21 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 6268.6 OTHER FOREIGN JUDGMENTS. 

22 This chapter does not prevent the recognition of a foreign 

23 judgment by a court of this state in a situation not 

24 specifically covered in this chapter. 

25 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 6268.7 UNIFORMITY OF 

26 INTERPRETATION. 

27 This chapter shall be so interpreted and construed as ~o 

28 effectuate its general purpose to maKe uniform the law of 

29 those states which enact it. 

30 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 626B.8 SHORT TITLE. 

31 This chapter may be Clted as the uniform foreign money-

32 judgments recognition Act. 

Sec. 9. This Act is retroactive to January 1, 1988, and 

34 applies to any final and concl·.l§i._ve foreiqn jud.ament q£1ai,ne.ll.., 

35 on or after that date. 

-3-
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1 Sec. 10. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

2 is effective upon enactment. 

3 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

S-3719 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE lll 

1 &~end Senate File 111, as amended, passed, and re-
2 printed by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 3, by striking lines 33 through 35. 
4 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-3719 FILED APRIL 17, 1989 , 

.-A:: ~·vr.Jc·- r·;r-:,
1
-"j ~~~ 1 ,. 1

1
, rc-1.\. 
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e 
Sf':NATE fii,£ H 1 

1\N AC'I' 

REI.A'l'rtW 'i'O f'ORECGN t-:ONEY JUDGMf:NTS AND PROVIDING AN 

BF'i'J:CTIVE DAn:. 

BE lT ENACTED B'i THE GENERAL fo.SSE!J.SL'l OF' 'l'KE STATE OP IOWA: 

Section!, NE'~ . ..§.~-~:!_~ON. 626B.l DEF'lNit'IONS. 

As used in this ch.aptP.r unles::. the contt?Xt othPrwis~ 

requires: 

1. ''Foreign judgrnent'' rneans d. judgment, decree, or ord~r 

of a court of a foreign state granting or denying r~covery of 

a StJr.'l of rr.oney, other than a judqcnent for taxes, a fine or 

other penalty, or a ]udqment for support of dep('ndent~. 

2. "Foreign st.atP." tr.eans any governmental unit oth•~l' than 

the United States, a st.tte, district, com.rr.onwe.llt.h, territory, 

insular possession of the UnHed St<Jtes, the PanaMa Can<Jl 

Zone, til~ "Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands, or the 

Ry~o~kyu Islands. 
Sec. 2. NEW .~§f.!f9:~· 6268.2 APP[,IC,\TION AND 

EUI'ORCt:AA ILl T'l. 

This chapter .1ppli.es to clr•J' for~i.g1l judgment which is final 

and conclusivt~. and enfocce.Jblf! \o'l!Crc renderer.> even thouqh the 

judgnent i!i sub)e~::t to an appe.ll or an appe.ll fron that 

judgment is pending. C;.,:cept as providt~d in section 6768.3, '' 

foreig:n jud(Jment is concluuive hP.t:We~n thE! part.ie!l to the 

extent that the judq~ent grants or denies recov~ry of a sum of 

;:'Ioney. '1'he f indl and conclusive f(~reign judgment is 

enforce.:,ble in the !l<lme manner and to t.he ::><\nto:J (!>:tent a:; tllf! 

judq:nent of a sistt-!r stdte whH:h is cntitlPd to full f~1ith anr3 

cccdit. 

Sec. l. llE~_l SE~:!'~ON, 6268.1 lNCONC:LUSIVF. JUDCMF.NTS. 

l. ~ foreiqr. jud9mcr.t. is not c0nc:ll.si.ve i.n dny ot the 

follO"ol'illl) Cd5P!".: 

• 
Senate rile lll, p. 2 

.1. 'l'he foreiqn judqrr.ent wM> t"t~ndered undcr a sy.o;;tmn ;.•:den 

doe:> :lOt pro..-:de itr.pacUa1 t:tih.Jn<t)3 or procedur~s. compatible 

whh thP tf'quiretr~Ct\t-.s of due procP.ss of la ... ·• 

b. Except as pt<lViderJ in sPc':loo 62f,B.4, the coort of t.he 

foreign state did nc>t have pt!rr.onal jurisdiction over the 

defendant. 
c. The court of the foreign state did not hdVP. 

jurisdiction uver the subj~ct mdtter involved in the ~'-'Ctlon. 

2. A foreign judgment need not be r~:cogni.zed 10 any of the 

following cas~s: 

a. The defendant in the proc~edinqs in the court of the 

foreiqn state did not. receive notice of t:he proceedings 11\ 

sufficient tune to enahh.• ttle defendant t.o defend against t.he 

action. 

b. The foreign JUdgr:tent was obt.ained b}· fraud. 

c. The cause of action on w:nich the forei9n judgm1~nt wa.!> 

based is cont~ary to the public poli~y of this state. 

d. The foreign judgment conflicts with a p~evious. final, 

and conclusive foreign }udqment or other )l.ldqment. 

P.. The proceeding in the foreign court wa.-_; contrary to a 

settlement agreement entered into bet_-.. ·een the parties poor to 

the fot'"~iqn j•;dgnen'; 's bP.ir.g rendeced by th(> court in the 

foreign .stat~:. 

f. Th~ co•..::rt. where- tho? plaintif( is seekinq to enforce the 

forP.iqn iudqr.'lent dct~r:nines that jurisdiction in the court of 

t.he {or~lgn state ..,·a.s h""sed upon pen;onal S(:rvice only, and 

the doctnne of forum non convenil.!n!'l clpplies t:o th(• ot.qinal 

,1cti()n, 

SP..: • .; • ~EW s_ffl_It~. 6268.4 PF.RSOt-11\L JlHHSOrCTrON. 

1. A forelgn j1;dgnu;nt shail not be ro~fusf.'d rccogni.t:on lr! 

a court of thi~ stat(> for l~ck elf perso~al jurisdictiQn if any 

or= the following occur~ed; 

.a. 'i'he defenda:it w..1s !>erved pel'sona1ly ir, th~ foreiqn 

~• tat· e. 
(J) ..., ... .... .... 



Scr:dt~: f'1lP. l.l, p. ] 

b. 'lht' Jpfend<t:lt: vulun:.<lrily ~?P!~i!r•:d in ~~H' pr\.CPt:!d•nq!O, 

ether t.,an lor th•~ p\;r?:l~;~ of pcot.ect1ng p:cp•~rt:y sl?!i::~;<d <:..'r 

t.hreat.ent:d ·A·tt~t seizur•: ir: tt:(' p~co.::e-1•ding!'i 1:1 f~r ~ht' p·.Jr?:,~;.:­

Dt c:ont..:-:.tin9 jlll't!ldi<:t~on :l1 t.tle o;out·t 1n t.he forciq:t s· .• !t.~~ 

ove1 tMa d~t~nrlant. 

c. ~ht~ d(~fendant, prior t.o ttle corr-.menc•:•:nc:n:. ot ~::te 

proceedings in th~ cm;~t: of tt'a~ foro?ign stat(•, h,ld ag,·c(>d to 

sui:>mit t.o the jurisdiction of that coul't in ttlP actio:•n 

conc:ernll\9 thl! suOjec~ matter i.n•Jol·n~d. 

d, 'rhL' detendJ.nt ·.;as dc-micilcd, had its princip.ll place of 

husln(>s~, or oth~rwis~ had acquired corpordte stat.us in the 

foreign stdte when the proc(>e•Jings were Instituted. 

e. 1'tw defcnd;.wt: had a bur.inL':;.s office in tho? foreign 

:.tat.e- and the JHO<.:eedinqs in t!l(> court of the foreiqn stdtc 

invol11ed a cause of acti0n arising out: of business dcne ;ly the 

defendant through that off1ce in the foreign 5tate. 

f. 'i'h(.> dl"f~ndJ.nt operated a rr.otor ve-hicle cr airplane 1n 

the foreign stdte dOd the proc(>edings involved a c.:~use of 

act1on arising out of thdt operdtion. 

Z. A court of this stdte ~ay recognize other bases of 
jur isdict i<ln. 

sec. 5. ~.Ew __ st:·c-r:.!.mt. 626B.S EffECT m· APPF.AT.. 

Upon s~u 1sfactory proof by the defendant that: dn 3ppedl 1s 

pending or that th~ defenddnt: is entitled to and intends to 

appedl the foreign JUdgrr.ent. the court mdy stdy the 

proceedir.gs until the appt~al has been d~tl":mined or until a 

sufficient period of time has t~xpi:ed during which the 

defendant could have ~:cm.nPnccd an dppeal in the court of the 

foreiqn stdt.e. 

SPc. 6. ~~--?BC~~0N. 6268,6 OTHI:R l-'OREIGN .JtJWMf.NTS. 

This chapter does not p:event the recoqr.ition of a foreig~ 

judgment Oy a court of this state in a situation not 

specifically covered 1n thia chapter. 

Sec. 7. ~!:_W SEt;.~IO~. 6268.7 UNIFORM:TY OF 
INTERPRETATION, 

• 

Sr.>nat.t' t-"il0 11:, ;). 4 

t'-t'.l!> ch~pt(~r 5h,tll OP :~:) tnterprt•t~·r:. ,1nl.i co:.!'itr:J~d a~~ to 

P~fecrtl&t~ it.s g'!~·,r~! p1rrpos0 t0 mdki• JJ:Lt\·r~ thP law ot 

those- "!ltat.~~~; -..·hich en.=tc: 1 ~. 

Sec. 8, ~~1:-~.SF.CTION. 6268.8 Sil0R7 ':'l'i.'J,t;, 

rnis chdpt~r may ~e c1t.e(l a~ ttle un .. for~ lclr~lq~ mon~y­

judqmt~n~:s recoqr1~ t io'"l Act:, 

S"c. 9. This Act, being dcen(·i.! :'.If i:nm1~diat.e impor':.lnct~, l!l 

effective upon ena~:tment. 

JO AN!: Z I HHEHMA~ 

Presi.dcnt of the S(!nat.e 

OONALO ll. AVI::NSON 

Sped'<e-r of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

1s known as SPnate l"il~ 111, Sev(>nty-ttlird General Asoembly. 

Ap9rov~"'!d $ 
,JOHN P. DW'if.R 

SP~r~t.ary of the Senate 

1989 

TERRi" E. BRANSTAD 

Gove-cnor 


