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A BILL FOR
1 An Act relating to harassment and providing penalties.
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Saction 1. Section 708.7, Code 1989, is amendsd Lo t=2ad as
follows:
708.7 HARASSMENT.

1 A person commiis harassment when, with intent to

intimidate, annoy or alarm another person, the person does any

imi
of the following:
a Communicates with ancther by telephone, telegraph,

-
]
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or writing without legitimate purpose and in a manner likely
to cause the other person annoyance Or harm.

2 b. Places any a simulated explosive or simulated
incendiary device in or near any a building. vehicle,
atrplane, railroad engine or railroad car, or ovoat occupied by
sweh another person.

3 ¢. COrders merchandise or services in the name of
another, or to be delivered to another, without suech the otner
person's knowledge or consent,

¢ d. Reports or causes tc be reported false information
to a law enforcement authority implicating another in some
criminal activity, knowing that the information is false, or
reports the alleged occurrence of a criminal act, knowing the
same act did not occur.

Hargassment-ru-a-simpie-misdemesnors

2. A person commits harassment in the first degree when

the person commits narassment involving a threat to commit a

forcible felony, or commits harassment and has previously been

convicted of harassment three or more times under this section

or _any similar statute during tne preceding ten vears.

Harassment 1in the first degree 1s an aggravated

misdemeancr.
3. A person comm:.ts harassment in the second degree when

the person commits harassment invelving a threat to commit

bodiiy injury, or commits harassment and nas previously oeen

convicted of harassment two times under this secticn or any

similar statute during the preceding ten vears.

Harassment in the second degree 1s a serious misdemeanor.

..




S.F. H.F. b 7&

4. Any other act of harassment is harassment in the third

degree. Harassment in the third degree is a simple

misdemeanor.

EXPLANATION
This bill provides that harassment involving a threat to
commit a forcible felony, or when a person has previously been

convicted of harassment three or more times under this section

& - Y N S S

or any other similar statute in another jurisdiction, or when
9 the person has committed a series of ten or more acts of
10 harassment within any six-month period, is harassment in the
11 first degree. Harassment in the first degree is made an
12 aggravated misdemeanor.
13 Harassment involving a threat to commit bodily injury, or
14 when the person has previously been convicted of harassment
15 two times under this section or any other similar statute 1in
16 another jurisdiction, or when the person has committed a
. 17 series of five or more, but less than ten acts of harassment
18 within any six-month period, is harassment in the second
19 deqgree. Harassment in the second degree is made a seriousg

20 misdemeanocr.
21 All other acts of harassment constitute harassment in the

third degree and remain simple misdemeanors.
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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to harassment and providing penalties.
2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 708,7, Code 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

708.7 HARASSMENT.

1. A person commits harassment when, with intent to
intimidate, annoy or alarm another person, the person does any
of the following:

¥ a. Communicates with another by telephone, telegrapnh,
or writing without legitimate purpose and in a manner likely
to cause the other person annoyance or harm.

2 b. Places any a simulated explosive or simulated
incendiary device in or near any a building, vehicle,
airplane, railroad engine or railroad car, or boat occupied by
sueh another person.

3 c¢. Orders merchandise or services in the name of
another, or to be delivered to another, without smen the other
person's knowledge or consent.

4 d. Reports or causes to be reported false information
tc a law enforcement authority implicating another in some
criminal activity, knowing that the information is false, or
reports the alleged cccurrence of a criminal act, knowing the
same act did not occur.

Harasament-ita-a-simpie-misdemearors

2. A person commits harassment in the first degree when

the person commits harassment involving a threat to commit a

forcible felony, when the person has previously been convicted

of harassment three or more times under this section or any

similar statute during the preceding ten years, or when the

person commits a series of ten or more acts of harassment

within a six-month peried.

Harassment in the first degree is an aggravated

misdemeanor.

3. A perscn commlts harassment in the second degree when

the person commits harassment involving a threat to commit

bodily injury, when the person has previously been convicted

of harassment two times under this section or any similar
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statute during the preceding ten years, or when the person

commits a series of five or more, but less than ten, acts of

harassment within a six-month pericd.

Harassment in the second degree is a serious misdemeanor.

4. Any other act of harassment is harassment in the third

degree. Harassment in the third degree :s a simple

misdemeanocr.

EXPLANATION

This bill provides that harassment involving a threat to
commit a forcible felony, or when a person has previously been
convicted of harassment three or more times under this section
or any other similar statute in ancther jurisdicticn, or when
the person has committed a series of ten or more acts of
harassment within any six-month period, is harassment in the
first degree. Harassment in the first degree i1s made an
aggravated misdemeanor.

Harassment involving a threat to commit bodily injury, or
when the person has previously been convicted ¢f harassment
two times under this section or any other similar statute in
another jurisdiction, or when the person has committed a
series of five or more, but less than ten acts of harassment

within any six-month period, is harassment in the second

degree. Harassment in the second degree is made a serious

misdemeanor,
All other acts of harassment constitute harassment in the
third degree and remain simple misdemeanors.
BACKGROUND STATEMENT
SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY
lowans who are subject to harassment are often repeat
victims of the same offender. The present statute is
deficient in providing more severe sanctions when aggravating
factors are present and does not deal adequately with the
repeat offender. This proposal recognizes enhanced punishment

for more severe threats and for habitual coffenders.
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HOUSE FILE 672

AN ACT
RELATING TO HARASSMINT AND PROVIDING PEMALTIES.

BE 11 ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TMIL STATE OF IQWA:

Section 1. Section 708.7, Ccde 1989, is amended to read as
follows:

70B8.7 HARASSMENT.

1. A person commits barassment vwhen, with intent to
intimidate, annoy ot alacm another pecrson, the person does any
of the following:

+ a. Cormunicates with another by telephone, telegraph,
or writing without legitimate purpose aad in a manner likely
to cause the other person annoyance Of Narm.

2 b. Places any a sirulated explosive or simulated
incendiary device in or near any a building, vehicle,
airplane, railrcad engine ot railroad car, cr boat occupied by
saech ancther person.

3 ¢. Orders metchandise Ot services in the name of
another, or to be deiivered to anothecr, without sueh the other
person's knowledge cr consent.

4 d. Reports or causes to be repocted false iaformation
to a law erforcement authority implicating another in some
criminal activity, knowing that the informaticon is false, or
repotrs the alleged occurrence of a criminal act, knowing the
same act did not occur.

Harasamenmt to-a-simpie-misdemeanser

2. A person commils harassment int first degree when

e
the person commiis harassrent involving a threat Lo commat 4

furcible felony, ¢r comuits harassment and Jhas previgusiy been

convicted f narassrent three or more times uncer this Section

of_any similac siatule gucang the preceding 1€n y@ars.

House File 672, p. 2

3. A person_comrats harasscent an the second degiee When
the peraon commits harassment involving a threab to commit
bodily injury, ot commits harassment and_has previcusly been
EEEEiclﬁﬁuﬁimhﬂl9&2”?95_5?9_JL81£§_P0@EL_£hiE_EFCQLQE or_any

Harassment in the second degree is 2 secious misdemganor.

4

degree, Harassment in the third degree is a simple

Any otber act of harassment is haragsment in the third

misdemeanor,

DONALD D, AVENSCN
speaker of the House

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN
President of the Senate

I hereby cectify that this bill originated in the House and
is known as House File 672, Seventy-third Genecal Asserbly.

JOSEPH O'HERN

Z Chief Cletk of the House
¥ 1989

Approved/.

TERRY E. DRANSTAD

Governot
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