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S.F. F-L F. 

l Section-· section 708.7, Cede 1989, ts amended to :ead as 

2 follows: 

3 708.7 HARASSMENT. 

4 l. A person commits harassment when, with intent to 

5 intimidate, annoy or alarm another person, the person does any 

6 of the following: 

7 :l: a. Communicates with another by telephone, telegraph, 

8 or writing without legitimate purpose and in a manner likely 

9 to cause the other person annoya:1ce or harm. 

10 z b. ?laces any a simulated explosive or simulated 

il incendiary device in or near Bny ~building, vehicle, 

12 airplane, railroad engine or railroad car, or ooat occupied by 

13 ~tteh another person. 

14 3 c. Orders merchandise or serv1ces 1n the name of 

15 another, or to be delivered to another, without stteh the other 

16 person's knowledge or consent. 

17 4 d. Reports or causes to be reported false information 

l8 to a law enforcement authority implicating another ln some 

19 criminal activity, knowing that the information is false, or 

20 reports the alleged occurrence of a criminal act, knowing the 

21 same act did not occur. 

12 Harassment-~s-a-e~mpte-misdem~anor~ 

23 2. A person commits harassment in the first degree wher. 

24 the perso~ commits harassment involving a threat to commit a 

25 forcible felony, or commits harassment an? has previously _been 

26 convicted of harassment three or more times under this section 

27 or any simila~ statute during the preceding ten years. 

28 Harassme:1t in the f1rst degree is an_aggravated 

29 rtnsdemeanor. 

JO 3. A person comm:ts harassment in the second degree when 

Jl the oerson commits harassment __ Lnvolvlng a threat to commit 

32 bodi.i.y injury, or commits harassment and has oreviously been 

33 convicted of harassment two times under this section or any 

34 s1milar stat~te during the preced1ng ten vears. 

J5 narassment in the second degree ts a serious misdemeanor. 

i 
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S.F. H. F • 

l 4. Any other act of harassment is harassment in the third 

2 degree. Harassment in the third degree is a _simple 

3 misdemeanor. 

4 EXPLANATION 

5 This bill provides that harassment involving a threat to 

6 commit a forcible felony, or when a person has previously been 

7 convicted of harassment three or more times under this section 

8 or any other similar statute in another jurisdiction, or when 

9 the person has committed a series of ten or more acts of 

10 harassment within any six-month period, is harassment in the 

11 first degree. Harassment in the first degree is made an 

12 aggravated misdemeanor. 

13 Harassment involving a threat to commit bodily lnJury, or 

14 when the person has previously been convicted of hacassment 

15 two times under this section or any other similar statute 1n 

16 another jurisdiction, or when the person has committed a 

17 

18 

ser1es 

within 

of five or more, but less than ten acts of harassment 

any six-month period, is harassment in the second 

19 degree. Harassment in the second degree is made a serious 

20 misdemeanor. 

21 All other acts of harassment constitute harassment in the 

22 third degree and remain simple misdemeanors. 
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S.F. H.F. 

l Section 1. Section 708,7, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 708.7 HARASSMENT. 

4 l. A person commits harassment when, with intent to 

5 intimidate, annoy or alarm another person, the person does any 

6 of the following: 

7 % a. Communicates with another by telephone, telegraph, 

8 or writing without legitimate purpose and in a manner likely 

9 to cause the other person annoyance or harm. 

10 ~ b. Places any a simulated explosive or simulated 

11 incendiary device in or near any ~ building, vehicle, 

12 airplane, railroad engine or railroad car, or boat occupied by 

13 ~~en another person. 

14 3 c. Orders merchandise or services ln the name of 

15 another, or to be delivered to another, without ~~en the other 

16 person's knowledge or consent. 

17 4 d. Reports or causes to be reported false information 

18 to a law enforcement authority implicating another in some 

19 criminal activity, knowing that the information is false, o~ 

20 reports the alleged occurrence of a criminal act, knowing the 

21 ~ame act did not occur. 

22 Ha~a~~ment-i~-a-~imp~e-mi~~emeane~~ 

23 2. A person commits harassment in the 

24 the person commits harassment involving a 

first degree when 

threat to commit a 

25 forcible felony, when the person has previously been convicted 

26 of harassment three or more times under this section or any 

27 similar statute during the preceding ten years, or when the 

28 person commits a series of ten or more acts of harassment 

29 within a six-month period. 

30 Harassment in the first degree is an aggravated 

31 misdemeanor. 

32 3. A person commits harassment in the second degree when 

33 the person commits harassment involving a threat to commit 

34 bodily injury, when the person has previously been convicted 

35 of harassment two times under this section or any similar 

-1-
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l statute during the preceding ten years, or when the person 

2 commits a series of five or more, but less than ten, acts of 

3 harassment within a six-month period. 

4 Harassment in the second degree is a serious misdemeanor. 

5 4. Any other act of harassment 1s harassment in the third 

6 degree. Harassment in the third degree cs a simple 

7 misdemeanor. 

8 EXPLANAT:ON 

9 This bill provides that harassment involv1ng a threat to 

10 commit a forcible felony, or when a person has previously been 

ll convicted of harassment three or more times under this section 

12 or any other similar statute in another jurisdiction, or when 

13 the person has committed a ser1es of ten or more acts of 

14 harassment within any six-month period, is harassment 1n the 

15 first degree. Harassment in the first degree lS made an 

16 aggravated misdemeanor. 

17 Harassment involving a threat to commit bodily injury, or 

18 when the person has previously been convicted of harassment 

19 two times under this section or any other similar statute 1n 

20 another jurisdiction, or when the person has committed a 

21 ser1es of five or more, but less than ten acts of harassment 

22 within any six-month period, is harassment in the second 

23 degree. Harassment in the second degree is made a serious 

24 misdemeanor. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

All other acts of harassment constitute harassment in the 

third degree and remain simple misdemeanors. 

BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

SUBMITTED BY THE AGENCY 

Iowans who are subject to harassment are often repeat 

victims of the same offender. The present statute is 

deficient in providing more severe sanctions when aggravating 

factors are present and does not deal adequately with the 

repeat offender. This proposal recognizes enhanced punishment 

for more severe threats and for habitual offenders. 

-2-
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HOUSE rru: 672 

AN ACT 

RE:!',AT!NG TO HARASSM!:NT AND PROVIO:NG Pt:~IAL'flt:S. 

Df. 1'1'· P.NACTf.D B'i TltE GENI::RAL ASSEMSL'i m· 'THE Sl'ATF. Of' IO't1A: 

Section 1. Section ?08.7, Cede 1989, is. 3men<!ed to read as 

follows; 
70B. 7 HA!MSSY.t:~T. 

~~ A person co~its h~cassmcnt ~hen. ~ith intent to 

intimidate, annoy or alarm another p~rson, the person does any 

o( th~ follo·Jinq: 
t ~· Co~~unicatcs with anothur by telephone, tele9raph, 

or writin9 without legitimate purpose and in a ~anner likely 

to cause t~e other pPrson annoyance or h3rm. 
~ ~· Places e"y ~ sin~lated explosive or simulated 

incendiary device in or near e"y ~ buildinq, vehicle, 
airplane, railroad 4W9ine or railroad car, cr boat occupied bJ 

~tteh ~not~~~ person. 
3 £· Orders merchandise or services in the name of 

anot.hcr, or to be dejivered to another, without a!jeh !._!!~other 

person's knowledqe or consent. 
" ~- Rep:;,rts or causes to be reported false ~;<~format 1011 

to a law ~r.torcP.ml~nt oluthor1ti' implicatinq another tn some 

cri~inal activity, knowlng that the infor~ation is false, or 
rpporta the alleqed occurrence of a cri~inal act, knowinq the 

!Mil\~ act did not occur. 
H~r~~~~~~t ,~-a-~t~p!e-~t~d~m~~~or~ 

~: .. ,\_£,~!"~-~~- --~~-:.r~L!!~r,~s!im~::'~.'-' t~__£_ ~:s.t __ _j_~l!_eP..~!.J.e.l"2 
! ~~ . .Pe '~'?.!!. c_g~-~i :. ~.a ~.a.ssrr_~.~.!:_i n~o 1 v ~ 0? ~- ~: h rP.~ !........!':.:? _r_~o~·'· ~. __ '! 

!~-' ~-i ~~____; f!_;_:J_!lY,. cr_ ."-~?.~~::; ~rc\S.S:TI~! _ ,~d _ _!!~_.2!_~v .!.._~U~:J. ~.P..n 
~~~!. ct ec!.__:~ f~ r .1 ss:•E.-n~~ t h;" ~_!_?r ~·ore_~- l_:nes _un<!~_!:_ .. t ~J.s . .E-.~C: U.~n 
~~- ~~-- s ~~!. ~!..! .. ,;-~~~-t~. c::~r ~ !'<.l._~i~e._prece_~.~-~.9. . . :~ :c:~~-~..E. ._ 

• 
House Fi :e 6"12, p. 2 

!i:?.~~,~~m~t- in t.l_,~_i_i_ r __ s_~:....~ _N~ __ is .:~_!l_<!9'3...~~va t.~~ 

!:'.! sd~~e_a_!}c~ 
.:!.:_ -~p~~_on co~'~-~cl_t:_~slirt.ent --~-!"~ ~~ ~~~.Q.!l_~- ~.!~-e~·..'h"-•n 

_t h_f!__Qe ~..!!..?'~ _.s_9rr~ its_ hi\ r asS:m.':!:~i..!!.lf_~-~ v_ i ng_ i!. .. ': h .!.!.:'~_t. ~.£SO~ i ~ 
?o~..!:....!Y i_l)jl.!!X._. . ~~0/TI...:!I..!:..!..§: _ h_a_!_!lssm~n_t af1c!__!)d~__11_r_ev iou s l_y_ b!~ 

~on-._:~ c~:!_d __ .2.!__h_~E ~SS!fl~~t:~c:._t:...imcs __ ~':'~-e r this s_e_t; t_.!_2!!_ o.!..._ aG..i: 

s im_~ l~.r~t~t-~. du_£.i!'9 .... il'.'I pr ~~!:2i.r:.'9 t __ e_!:!.._,Y~~! s. 

!!_~ras.'3!"E'~nt i.n the_ s~~on~ .<!~.s.!E-~. i.s_~e_£_~ou~ m~~.Q_~n-~~n_2.!.._: 
~-'·-~)' o_ther _act _o.f.__!!~_r~~smi?Tl_~ is har~.l! .. !~.£..:! .. ~ i.!!.._~-~L~hir~ 

deg_ r ~-'t-· _H~ t:_ilSS~en.!__i_~--!.!.l_P; ~-'! i r~ _deq rce i ~-_!___ s_ i_m~ 

mis~-~"!~anoF .. •. 

OONAI.D D. AVF.t:SON 

Speaker of the Hous~ 

JO ANN l[MMERMAN 

PrPsideot of the senate 

I hereby certify that thiR bill oriqinated in the !louse and 

1S k~owr\ as House file 672, Seventy-third GenPcal As3etr.bly. 

-----·-· --··---···------··--

Approvedll!4y_t {, 
JOS~PH O'HE:RN 

ChlP.f Clerk of the House 
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