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- An Act relating to the ~ill~ng of a vacancy on the county hoard 

2 of supervisors. 

3 BE IT ENACT£~ BY THE GENERAL ASSE~BLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H .. F. 

l Section l. Section 43.78. subsection 4, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 4. Political party candidates for a vacant seat in the 

4 United States house of representatives, the board of 

5 supervisors, or the general assembly which is to be filled at 

6 a special election called pursuant to section 69.14 or 69.14A 

7 shall be nominated in the manner provided by subsection l of 

8 this section for filling a vacancy on the general election 

9 ballot for the same office. The name of any candidate so 

10 nomin~ted shall be submitted in writing tc the state 

ll corrJUissioner, as required by section 43.38, at t.he earliest. 

12 practicable time. 

13 Sec. 2. Sectton 69.8, subsection 4, Code 1989, 1s amended 

11 to read as follows: 

15 4. Board of superv1sors. In the membership of the board of 

•;c-;'l"J-16 supervisors, by the treasurer, auditor, and recorder, or as 

l7 provide~ in sect~_9n 69 .l4A. 

18 offices have been abolished through consolidation, the county 

l9 attorney shall serve on this committee. 

20 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 69.14A SPECIAL ELSCT;O~ FOR 

21 SUPERVISOR VACANCY. 
-""'JU -» I 22 The cow~ittee of county officers designated to fill a 

23 vacancy on the board of supervisors may call for a special 

24 elect1on to fill the vacancy in lieu oE appointmen~ if section 

25 69.13, subsection 2, does not apply. The committee shall 

26 order the spec:al election not later than ten days from the 

27 date that the vacancy exists and give at least thirty days' 

28 notice of the election. A special election called under this 

29 section shall be held on a Tuesday and shall not be neld on 

30 the same day as a school election wilhin the county. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 This bill authorizes the committee of county officers 

33 (treasurer, auditor, and recorder or county attorney in case 

34 cf office consolidation) to call a special election to fill a 

35 county supervisor vacancy in lieu of appointment. The special 

-l-
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l election does not apply if the vacancy occurs sixty or mcrP 

2 days before a general election and the unexpired term has mGrc 

3 than seventy days :eo run after that general election. 
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET !'.ARCH 27, 1989 

HOUSE FILE 522 

•

3579 
Amend House file 522 as follows: 
1. Page 1, line 16, by striking the word ''or'' 

3 inserting the following: "unless an election IS 
4 called". 
5 2. Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 30 and 
6 inserting the following: 
7 "1. When a vacancy exists on the board of 
8 supervisors, the committee of county officers 

Page 6 

and 

9 designated to fill the vacancy shall publish notice as 
10 provided in section 331.305 indicating the method, 
ll appointment or special election, by which the 
12 committee intends to fill the vacancy. If appointment 
13 is selected by the committee, the appointment may be 
14 made after the notice is published. However, if 
15 within fourteen days after the date of the notice or 
l6 within fourteen days after the appointment is made, 
17 whichever date is later, a petition requesting a 
18 special election to fill the vacancy is filed with the 
19 county auditor, the appointment is temporary and a 
20 special election shall be called as provided in 
21 subsection 2. The petition shall meet the re-
22 quirements of section 331.306. 
23 2. The co~~ittee of county officers may, on its 
24 own motion, or shall, upon receipt of a petition as 
25 provided in subsection l, call for a special election A to fill the vacancy in lieu of appointment if sectio: 
~ 69.13, subsection 2, does not apply. The co~~ittee 

~8 shall order the special election at ~he ea~liest 
29 pract1cable date, but giving at :east thirty days' 
30 notice of the election. A special election called 
31 under this section shall be held on a Tuesday and 
32 shall not be held on the same day as a school election 
33 within the county.'' 

By CONNORS of Polk 
H-3579 FILED ('!ARCH 23, 1.98.T :-,7/1\ 
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HOOSE FILE 522 
FISCAL NOTE 

Page 32 

A fiscal note for HOUSE FILE ~22 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17. 
Data used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative 
Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature upon request. 

Hou~;e File 522 permit~ a committee of county officers (treasurer, auditor, and 
recorder or county attorney) to call a special election to fill a vacancy on 
the county boa~d ot superv1so~s in :ieu of appointment. 

Fiscal !mpct: 
Since election costs are borne by the counties, there will be no cost to the 
General Fund. Given that a co~~ittee of county officers may choose between 
havjng a special elect~on or appointing a county supervisor, no estimate of how 
m3ny speci~i elec~ions ~tLL be held c~n be made at this time. If a special 
~lection ~e~e he~d, ~he cost~ would be expected to range between $4,500 for s 
"mail county (with no pri~ary) up to $50,000 in a large coun:y with a full 
county-wide elect:on. These costs would vary g~eatly depending on a variety of 
factor~. 

Source: Secretary of State 
Polk County Auditor 
Linn County Auditor 
Dickinson County Auditor 
Fremont County Auditor 

FILED APRIL 4, 1989 

(LSB 2424h, MDF) 

BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 



~Passed 
Vote: 

HOUSE FILE ~-~~ 
BY MERTZ and BRANSTAD 

(As Amended and Passed by the House April 4, 1989) 

House, Date 4--dft-~t{~Passed Senate, Date L-/-/q-ff{ (pJJJ1) 
Ayes{J5 Nays :J., Vote: Ayes j__D Nays _,0""-"'--

Approved ·?27~ ~<1- ~ 

c ~ :¥~_jiJ35iif BY yctiG 4-J5-~ 
A BILL FOR O 

0 
{p.j ~ ld-, ,' 

~~o NfA~S _/ 
1 An Act relating to the filling of a vacancy on the county board 

;!< ·:1: 

3~'1J.\' :J,;.,'lG-:< of supervisors. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

I''·";::;:;·:·.'{\ J!J-
.j~-'-l· L-,~ '-'~1 • ....... • • . 

. .3i./711 CVYUJdl cill_-
1 Section 1. Section 43.78, subsection 4, Code 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 4. Political party candidates for a vacant seat in the 

4 United States house of representatives, the board of 

3l~IG~ supervisors, or the general assembly which is to be filled at 

6 a special election called pursuant to section 69.14 or 69.14A 

7 shall be nominated in the manner provided by subsection 1 of 

8 this section for filling a vacancy on the general election 

9 ballot for the same office. The name of any candidate so 

10 nominated shall be submitted 

11 commissioner, as required by 

practicable time. 

in writing to the 

section 43.88, at 

state 

the earliest 

13 Sec. 2. Section 69.8, subsection 4, Code 1989, is amended 

14 to read as follows: 

15 4. Board of supervisors. In the membership of the board of 

16 supervisors, by the treasurer, auditor, and recorder, unless 

17 an election is called as provided in section 69.14A. f~-the 

18 eve~t-that If any of these offices have been abolished through 

19 consolidation, the county attorney shall serve on this 

20 committee. 

21 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 69.14A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR 

22 SUPERVISOR VACANCY. 

3~c'-{b-23 1. When a vacancy exists on the board of supervisors, the 

24 committee of county officers designated to fill the vacancy 

25 shall publish notice as provided in section 331.305 indicating 

26 the method, appointment or special election, by which the 

27 committee intends to Eill the vacCJncy. If appoint:nent is 

28 selected oy the cor.unittee, the appoint:nen~: may be made cd'ter-
~ .... ':1"~~~::110" 

29 the notice is published. However, if within fourteen days 

30 after the date of the notice or within fourteen days after the 

31 appointment is made, whichever date is later, a petition 

32 requesting a special election to fill the vacancy is filed 

33 with the county auditor, the appointment is temporary and a 

34 special election shall be called as provided in subsection 2. 

35 The petition shall meet the requirements of section 331.306. 
~v~.k -
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2. The committee of county officers may, on its own 

2 motion, or shall, upon receipt of a petition as providPd in 

3 subsection 1, call for a special election to fill the vacancy 

4 in lie~ of appointment if section 69.13, subsection 2, does 

5 not apply. The co~ittee shall order the special electio~ at 

6 the earliest practicable date, but giving at least thirty 

7 days' notice of the election. A special election called under 

8 this section shall be held on a Tuesday and shall not be held 

9 on the same day as a school election within the county. 
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HOOSE FILE 522 
S-3674 

1 Amend House ~ile 522, as amended, passed, and re-
2 printed by the House, as follows: 
3 1. By striking everything after the enacting 
4 clause and inserting the following: 
5 ''Section 1. Section 43.78, subsection 4, Code 
6 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
7 4. Political party candidates for a vacant seat in 
8 the United States house of representatives, the board 
9 of suoervisors, the elected county offices, or the 

10 general assembly which is to be filled at a special 
11 election called pursuant to section 69.14 or 69.14A 
12 shall be nominated in the manner provided by 
13 subsection l of this section for filling a vacancy on 
14 the general election ballot for the same office. The 
15 name of any candidate so nominated shall be submitted 
16 in writing to the state commissioner, as required by 
17 section 43.88, at the earliest practicable time. 
18 Sec. 2. Section 69.8, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 
19 amended to read as follows: 
20 3. County offices. In county offices, by the 
21 board of supervisors, unless an election is called as 
22 orovided in section 69.14A. 
23 Sec. 3. Section 69.8, subsection 4, Code 1989, is 
24 amended to read as follows: 
25 4. Board of supervisors. In the membership of the 
26 board of supervisors, by the treasurer, auditor, and 
27 recorder, or as orovided in section 69.14A. :n-the 
28 e~ent-that If any of these offices have bee~ abolished 
29 through consolidation, the county attorney shall se=ve 
30 on this corr~ittee. 
31 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 69.14A SPECIAL ELECTION FOR 
32 SUPERVISOR VACANCY. 
33 The committee of county officers designated to fill 
34 a vacancy on the board of supervisors or the board of 
35 supervisors to fill a vacancy in an elected county 
36 office may call for a special election to fil~ the 
37 vacancy in lieu of appointment if section 69.13, 
38 s~bsection 2, does not apply. The committee.or the 
39 board shall order the soecial election not later than 
40 ten days from the date that the vacancy exists and 
4l give at least thirty days' notice of the election. A 
42 soecial election called under this section shall be 
43 held on a Tuesday and shall not be held on the same 
44 day as a school election within the county. _ 
~5 Sec. 5. Section 331.322. subsection 3, Code 1989, 
46 is amended to read as follows: 
47 3. Fill vacancies in county offices in accordance 
48 with sections 69.8 to 697±3 69.14A, and make 
49 appointments in accordance w1th section 69.16 unless a 
SO special election is called pursuant to section 

Page 2 
1 69.14A.'' 
2 2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
3 word "supervisors• the following: "or in the elected 
4 county offices". 

By 8ERL E. PRIEBE 
MAGGIE TINSMAN 
BOB M. CARR 

S-3674 FILED APRIL_ 12_, 1.·989'~_ 
.'\DOPTED 4-1~-- ~(f. J?f1"q) 

EUGENE FRAISE 
ALVIN V. MILLER 
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HOUSE FILE 522 
S-3646 

1 Amend House File 522, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 l. Page 1, line 5, by inserting after the word 
4 "su~ervisors," the following: "the elected county 
5 off1ces,". 
6 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 12 the 
7 following: 
8 "Sec. . Section 69.8, subsection 3, Code 1989, 
9 is amendea-Fo read as follows: 

10 3. County offices. In county offices, by the 
11 board of supervisors, unless an election is called as 
12 provided in section 69.14A." 
13 3. Page 1, by striking lines 28 and 29 and 
14 inserting the following: "selected by the committee, 
15 the appointment may be made before publication of the 
16 notice, but the appointment shall be made within forty 
17 days after the vacancy occurs. However, if within 
18 fourteen days". 
19 4. Page 1, line 34, by striking the number "2" 
20 and inserting the following: "3''. 
21 5. Page 1, by inserting after line 35 the 
22 following: 
23 "2. When a vacancy exists in an elected county 
24 office, the board of supervisors shall publish notice 
25 as provided in section 331.305 indicating the method, 
26 appointment or special election, by which the board 
27 intends to fill the vacancy. If appointment is 
28.selected by the board, the appointment may be made 
29 before publication of the notice, but the appointment 
30 shall be made within forty days after the vacancy 
31 occurs. However, if within fourteen days after the 
32 date of the notice or within fourteen days after the 
33 appointment is made, whichever date is later, a 
34 petition requesting a special election to fill the 
35 vacancy is filed with the county auditor, the 
36 appointment is temporary and a special election shall 
37 be called as provided in subsection 3. The petition 
38 shall meet the requirements of section 331.306.'' 
39 6. Page 2, by striking line l and inserting the 
40 following: 
41 "3. The committee of county officers or board of 
42 supervisors as applicable may, on its own". 
43 7. Page 2, line 5, by inserting after the word 
44 "committee" the following: "or board". 
45 8. Page 2, by inserting after line 9 the 
46 following: 
47 "Sec. Section 331.322, subsection 3, Code 
48 1989, is amended to read as follows: 
49 3. Fill vacancies in county offices in accordance 
50 with sections 69.8 to 69~13 69.14A, and make 

-1-
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S-3646 
Page 2 

1 appointments in accordance with section 69.16 unless a 
2 special election is called pursuant to section 69.14A. 
3 9. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
4 word "supervisors" the following: "or in the elected 
5 county offices". 

By BERL E. PRIEBE 
ALVIN V. MILLER 
MAGGIE TINSMAN 

• 

·. ~· :..-. 
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HOUSE CLI? SHEE·T APRIL ' .., ..:.. I f 1989 ?age 7 

SENATE ru~NDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 522 
.. -4C46 
,..,1 Amend House File 522, as amended, passed, and re-

2 printed by the House, as fol~ows: 
3 l. By striking everything after the enacting 
4 clause and inserting the following: 
5 ''Section l, Section 43.78, subsection 4, Code 
6 1989, is amended to read as :ollows: 
7 4. Political party candidates for a vacant seat :n 
8 the United States house of representatives, the boars 
9 of supervisors, the elected county offices, or the 

10 general assembly which is to be filled at a special 
11 election called pursuant to section 69.14 or 69.l4A 
12 shall be nominated in the manner provided by 
13 subsection 1 of this section for filling a vacancy on 
14 the general election ballot for the same office. The 
15 name of any candidate so nominated shall be submitted 
16 in writing to the state commissioner, as required by 
17 section 43.88, at the earliest practicable time. 
18 Sec. 2. Section 69.8, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 
19 amended to read as follows: 
20 3. County offices. In county offices, by the 
21 board of supervisors, unless an election is called as 
22 provided in section 69.14A. 
23 Sec. 3. Section 69.8, subsection 4, Code 1989, lS 

24 amended to read as fellows: 
-5 4. Boc.rd of superviso!:"s. In t::e membership ot th2 
'~6 board of supervisors, by the trezsurer, a~ditcr, and 

L7 recorder, or as orovided in sec~ion 69.14A. iM-~he 
28 e~eftt-that :: ar:y of theSe offices· have been abolished 
29 :hrouc;r: consolidation, the cou::ty a::tor.-.ey sha:. ser'"' 
30 on this co~~ittee. 

tfl\'-+"-31 Sec. 4. l\lEW SECTiON. 69 .l4A SPECIAL ELECT:ON FOR 
32 SUPErtlliSOR VACANCY-;----
33 The corr~ittee of co~nty cfficers desisnated to f::: 
34 a vacancy on the board of supervisors or :he board of 
35 su?ervisors to ~iil a vacancy in an elected cou::ty 
36 o::::~:...' may call fer a specia~ election to fill the 
37 vacancy in lieu of appointment if. section 69.13, 
38 sub.:;ection 2, does :lOt apply. The co!nmittee cr the 
39 boarC sha~l order the special el~ctio~ not later than 
40 ten days from the date that the vacancy exists and 
41 give at least thirty days~ notice o~ the election. A 
42 special eiection called under th~s sec=ion sr.a~: be 
43 held on a Tuesday and shall not be held on the same 
44 day as a school election within the county. 
45 Sec. 5. Section 331.322, subsection 3, Code 1989, 
46 :s amended to read as follows: 
47 3. Fill vacancies in county offices :n accordance 
48 with sections 69.8 to 69~r3 69.14A, and make 
49 appointments in accordance with section 69.16 unless a 

special election is called pursuant to section 
-1-



H-4046 
Page 2 

1 69.14A." 
2 2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
3 word "supervisors" the following: "or in the elected 
4 county offices". 

RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
H-4046 FILED APRIL 14, 1989 

~- lxx\Curr-uJ__. Y-d-4--~(f-1'211) 
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BOUSE FILE 522 
B-4116 

1 Amend the Senate amendment, H-4046, to House File 
2 522, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the House, 
3 as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 31 through 44, and 
5 inserting the following: 
6 "Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 69.14A FILLING VACANCY OF 
7 ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER. 
8 l. When a vacancy exists on the board of 
9 supervisors, the committee of county officers 

10 designated to fill the vacancy shall publish notice as 
11 provided ln section 331.305 indicating the method, 
12 appointment or special election, by which the 
13 committee intends to fill the vacancy. If appointment 
14 lS selected by the committee, the appointment may be 
15 made before publication of the notice, but the 
16 appointment shall be made within forty days after the 
17 vacancy occurs. However, if within fourteen days 
18 after the date of the notice or within fourteen days 
19 after the appointment is made, whichever date lS 
20 later, a petition requesting a special election to 
21 fill the vacancy is filed with the county auditor, the 
22 appointment is temporary and a special election shall 
23 be called as provided in subsection 3. The petition 
24 shall meet the requirements of section 331.306. 
25 2. When a vacancy exists in an elected county 
26 office, the board of supervisors shall publish notice 
27 as provided in sec~ion 331.305 indicating the method, 
28 appointment or special elect:on, by which the board 
29 intends to fill the vacancy. If appointment is 
30 selected by the board, the appointment may be made 
31 before publication of the notice, but the appointment 
32 shall be made within forty days after the vacancy 
33 occurs. However, ~f within fourteen days after the 
34 date of the notice or within fourteen days af:er the 
35 appointment 1s made, whichever date is later, a 
36 pet;tion requesting a special election to fill the 
37 vacancy 1s filed with the county auditor, the 
38 appoin~ment 1s temporary and a special election shall 
39 be called as provided in subsection 3. The petition 
40 shall meet the requirements o: section 331.306. 
4l 3. The cow~ittee o: coun:y officers or board of 
42 supervisors as applicable may, on its own motlon, or 
43 shal~, upon receip: of a petition as provided in this 
44 section, call for a special election to fill the 
45 vacancy in lieu of appointment if section 69.13, 
~6 subsection 2, does not ap~ly. The committee or board 
47 shall order the special election at the earliest 
48 p'acticable date, but giving at least thirty days' 
49 notice of the election. A special election called 
50 under chis section shall be held on a Tuesday and 
Page 2 

1 shall not be held on the same day as a school election 
2 within the county." 

H-4116 FILED APRIL 19, 1989 

By CONNORS of Polk 
MERTZ of Kossuth 

ttk0~f& ~_,_~Lj {fl(pl ~ ju 



SENATE CLIP SHEET APRIL 26, 1989 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE AMENDMENT 
TO HOUSE FILE 522 

3898 
Amend the Senate amendment, H-4046, to House File 

2 522, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the House, 
3! as follows: 
4 l. Page 1, by striking lines 31 through 44, and 
5 inserting the following: 
6. "Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 69.14A FILLING VACANCY OF 
7[ ELECTED COUNTY OFFICER. 
8 1. When a vacancy exists on the board of 
9 supervisors, the committee of county officers 

10 designated to fill the vacancy shall publish notice as 
11 provided in section 331.305 indicating the method, 
12 appointment or special election, by which the 
13 committee intends to fill the vacancy. If appointment 
14 is selected by the committee, the appointment may be 
15 made before publication of the notice, but the 
16 appointment shall be made within forty days after the 
171vacancy occurs. However, if within fourteen days 
18 after the date of the notice or within fourteen days 
19 after the appointment is made, whichever date is 
20 later, a petition requesting a special election to 
2l[fill the vacancy is filed with the county auditor, the 
22 appointment is temporary and a special election shall 
23 be called as provided in subsection 3. The petition 
24 shall meet the requirements of section 331.306. 

5 2. When a vacancy exists in an elected county 
office, the board of supervisors shall publish notice 

7 as provided in section 331.305 indicating the method, 
28 appointment or special election, by which the board 
29 intends to fill the vacancy. If appointment is 
30 selected by the board, the appointment may be made 
31 before publication of the notice, but the appointment 
32 shall be made within forty days after the vacancy 
33 occurs. However, if within fourteen days after the 
34 date of the notice or within fourteen days after the 
35 appointment is made, whichever date is later, a 
36 petition requesting a special election to fill the 
37 vacancy is filed with the county auditor, the 
38 appointment is temporary and a special election shall 
39 be called as provided in subsection 3. The petition 
40 shall meet the requirements of section 331.306. 
41. 3. The committee of county officers or board of 
42 :supervisors as applicable may, on its own motion, or 
43 shall, upon receipt of a petition as provided in this 
44 section, call for a special election to fill the 
45 vacancy in lieu of appointment if section 69.13, 
46 subsection 2, does not apply. The committee or board 
47 shall order the special election at the earliest 
48 practicable date, but giving at least thirty days' 
49 notice of the election. A special election called 

0 under this section shall be held on a Tuesday and 
-1-
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S-3898 
Page 2 

1 shall not be held on the same day as a school election 
2 within the county.• 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-3898 f'ILE:D APRtL t' 1989 _., . (p· Jl ~1' f 
• ·! lor~·· LLprn · . UJ ~I \ ~JH'' lli+P • •... "' • -,-. · a: "' \.I..XJ lf.J.,.V.- . ~ '" ~ 



HOUSE FILE 522 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE FILLING OF A VACANCY ON THE COUNTY BOARD OF 

SUPERVISORS OR IN THE ELECTED COUNTY OFFICES. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 43.78, subsection 4, Code 1989, is 

amended to read as follows: 

4. Political party candidates for a vacant seat in the 

United States house of representatives, the board of 

supervisors, the elected county offices, or the general 

assembly which is to be filled at a special election called 

pursuant to section 69.14 or 69.14A shall be nominated in the 

manner provided by subsection 1 of this section for filling a 

vacancy on the general election ballot for the same office. 

The name of any candidate so nominated shall be submitted in 

writing to the state commissioner, as required by section 

43.88, at the earliest practicable time. 

Sec. 2. Section 69.8, subsection 3, Code 1989, is amended 
to read as follows: 

3. COUNTY OFFICES. In county offices, by the board of 

supervisors, unless an election is called as provided in 
section 69.14A. 

Sec. 3. Section 69.8, subsection 4, Code 1989, is amended 
to read as follows: 

4. BOARD OF SUPERVISORS. In the membership of the board of 
supervisors, by the treasurer, auditor, and recorder, or as 

provided in section 69.14A. f"-~fte-eve"t-tftat If any of these 

offices have been abolished through consolidation, the county 

attorney shall serve on this committee. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 69.14A FILLING VACANCY OF ELECTED 
COUNTY OFFICER. 

House File 522, p. 2 

1. When a vacancy exists on the board of supervisors, the 

committee of county officers designated to fill the vacancy 

shall publish notice as provided in section 331.305 indicating 

the method, appointment or special election, by which the 

committee intends to fill the vacancy. If appointment is 

selected by the committee, the appointment may be made before 

publication of the notice, but the appointment shall be made 

within forty days after the vacancy occurs. However, if 

within fourteen days after the date of the notice or within 

fourteen days after the appointment is made, whichever date is 

later, a petition requesting a special election to fill the 

vacancy is filed with the county auditor, the appointment is 

temporary and a special election shall be called as provided 

in subsection 3. The petition shall meet the requirements of 
section 331.306. 

2. When a vacancy exists in an elected county office, the 
board of supervisors shall publish notice as provided in 

section 331.305 indicating the method, appointment or special 

election, by which the board intends to fill the vacancy. If 

appointment is selected by the board, the appointment may be 

made before publication of the notice, but the appointment 

shall be made within forty days after the vacancy occurs. 

However, if within fourteen days after the date of the notice 

or within fourteen days after the appointment is made, 

whichever date is later, a petition requesting a special 

election to fill the vacancy is filed with the county auditor, 
the appointment is temporary and a special election shall be 

called as provided in subsection 3. The petition shall meet 
the requirements of section 331.306. 

3. The committee of county officers or board of 

supervisors as applicable may, on its own motion, or shall, 

upon receipt of a petition as provided in this section, call 

for a special election to fill the vacancy in lieu of 

appointment if section 69.13, subsection 2, does not apply. 

The committee or board shall order the special election at the 
J: , 
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earliest practicable date, but giving at least thirty days' 

notice of the election. A special election called under this 

section shall be held on a Tuesday and shall not be held on 

the same day as a school election within the county. 

Sec. 5. Section 331.322, subsection 3, Code 1989, is 

amended to read as follows: 

3. Fill vacancies in county offices in accordance with 

sections 69.8 to 69.l3 69.14A, and make appointments in 

accordance with section 69.16 unless a special election is 

called pursuant to section 69.14A. 
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