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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to corporal punishment. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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H-5265 
1 

HOUSE FILE 2416 

Amend House File 2416 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 

1. Page 2, line 1, by inserting after the word 
"contact" the following: ", not designed or intended 
to cause pain,". 

By HARPER of Black Hawk 

H-5265 ~LED FEBRUARY 
SCHRADER of Marion 

21, 1990 
cJ4LR ~ .<3 (?f C,.o7 ) 

TLSB 8363HV 73 

mc/mc/6 

l: 

" 



S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 280.21, Code Supplement 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 280.21 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

4 1. An employee of an accredited public school district, 

5 accredited nonpublic school, or area education agency shall 

6 not inflict, or cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment 

7 upon a student. For purposes of this section, "corporal 

8 punishment" means the intentional physical punishment of a 

9 student. An-emptoyee~~-phy~±eax-eontaet-w±th-the-body-of-a 

10 ~t~dent-i~-jtl~t±t±ed-±£-it-±~-~ea~onabte-and-neee~~a~y-tlnde~ 

11 the-ei~etlm~tanee~-and-±~-not-de~±9ned-o~-±ntended-to-eatl~e 

12 pa±n-o~-±£-the-emptoyee-tl~e~-~ea~enabte-£o~ee,-a~-de£±ned 

13 tlftde~-~eet±on-~647t 7 -fo~-the-p~eteet±en-e£-the-emptoyee,-the 

14 ~t~dent,-o~-othe~-~ttldent~~-te-ebta±n-the-pe~~e~~±on-of-a 

15 weapon-o~-othe~-dan9e~Otl~-objeet-with±n-a-~ttldent~~-eont~oi; 

16 o~-£o~-the-proteet±on-o£-prope~ty7 

17 2. Notwithstanding subsection l, the following do not 

18 constitute corporal punishment, and an employee shall not be 

19 prohibited from: 

20 a. Using reasonable and necessary force, not designed or 

21 intended to cause pain, in order to accomplish any of the 

22 follow~ 

23 (1) To quell a disturbance or prevent an act that 

24 threatens physical harm to a person. 

25 (2) To obtain possession of a weapon or other dangerous 

26 object within a student's control. 

27 (3) For the purposes of self-defense or defense of others, 

28 as provided in section 704.3. 

29 (4) For the protection of property, as provided in section 

30 704.4 and 704.5. 

31 (5) To remove a disruptive student from school property or 

32 from school-sponsored activities conducted on school or other 

33 ~erty. 

34 (6) To prevent a student from the self-infliction of harm. 

35 (7) To protect the safety of others. 
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S.F . H.F. cf/./J(, 

b. Using incidental, minor, or reasonable physical contact 

2 to maintain order and control. 

3 EXPLANATION 

4 The bill specifies those instances when force may be used 

5 by a school employee on a student without constituting 

6 corporal punishment. 
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HOUSE FILE .;1 ~_j ~ 
BY ADMINISTRATIVE RULES 

REVIEW COMMITTEE 

(As Amended and Passed by the House February 23, 1990) 

Passed House, Date ~ ~~~ 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved .3o 
7 

Passed Senate, Date ,=::/J,£,/9() ~,/o<?'.:l 

Vote: Ayes ~a Nays --~'-----

I '!9o 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to corporal punishment. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE FILE 2416 
S-5425 

1 Amend House File 2416, as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the House, as follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

1. By striking everything after the enacting 
clause and inserting the following: 

"Section l. DEPARTMENTAL RULES. 
The state board of education shall include in the 

rule relating to use of corporal punishment under 
section 280.21, a rule or subrule which provides that 
corporal punishment does not mean the use of 
incidental, minor, or reasonable physical contact to 
maintain order and control, provided that the contact 
is not designed or intended to cause pain." 

aL~t dA,-(f ~) 
S-~25 FILto MARCH 8, 1990 

By COMNITTEE ON EDUCATION 
LARRY MURPHY, Chairperson 

--------
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section l. Section 280.21, Code Supplement 1989, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 280.21 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

4 1. An employee of an accredited public school district, 

5 accredited nonpublic school, or area education agency shall 

6 not inflict, or cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment 

7 upon a student. For purposes of this section, "corporal 

8 punishment" means the intentional physical punishment of a 

9 student. An-empioyee~~-phy~ieai-eontaet-with-the-bo~y-o~-a 

10 ~tttdent-i~-jtt~ti~ied-if-it-i~-~ea~onabie-and-neee~~a~y-ttnder 

11 t~e-eirettm~tanee~-and-i~-not-de~i9neo-or-intended-to-eatt~e 

12 pain-or-if-t~e-emptoyee-tt~e~-rea~onabte-~oree,-a~-oe~ined 

13 ttnder-~eetion-194~!;-~or-the-proteetion-of-the-empioyee,-t~e 

14 ~ttt~ent 7 -or-other-~tttdent~;-to-obtain-the-po~~ed~ion-of-a 

15 weapon-or-other-dan9erott~-objeet-within-a-~tttdent~~-eontroi; 

16 or-for-the-proteetion-of-property~ 

17 2. Notwithstanding subsection 1, the following do not 

18 constitute corporal punishment, and an employee shall not be 

19 prohibited from: 

20 a. Using reasonable and necessa~rce, not designed or 

21 intended to cause pain, in order to accomplish any of the 

22 following: 

23 (1) To quell a disturbance or prevent an act that 

24 threatens ph~sical harm to a person. 

25 (2) To obtain possession of a weapon or other dang~rous 

26 object within a student's control. 

27 (3) Fer the purposes of self-defense or defense of others, 

28 as provided in section 704.3. 

29 (4) For the protection of property, as provided in section 

30 704.4 and 704.5. 

31 (5) To remove a disruptive student from school property or 

32 from school-sponsored activities conducted on school or other 

33 property. 

34 (6) To prevent a student from the self-infliction of harm. 

35 (7) To protect the safety of others. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 b. Using incidental, minor, or reasonable physical 

2 contact, not designed or intended to cause pa1n, to maintain 
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r SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 2416 
H-571.9 

1 Amend House File 2416, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. By striking .everything after the enacting 
4 clause and inserting the following: 
5 "Section 1. DEPARTMENTAL RULES. 
6 The state board of education shall include in the 
7 rule relating to use of corporal punishment under 
8 section 280.21, a rule or subrule which provides that 
9 corporal punishment does not mean the use of 

10 incidental, minor, or reasonable physical contact to 
11 maintain order and control, orovided that the contact 
12 is not designed or intended to cause pain." 

RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
H-5719 FILED MARCH 15, 19~~ 
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JOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 8, 1990 

REPORT OF THE CONFERENCE COMMITTEE 

ON HOUSE FILE 2416 

Page 70 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives and the 

President of the Senate: 

We, the undersigned members of the conference committee 

appointed to resolve the differences between the House of 

Representatives and the Senate on House File 2416, a bill for 

An Act relating to corporal punishment, respectfully make the 

following report: 

1. That the Senate recedes from its amendment, H-5719. 

2. That House File 2416, as amended, passed, and reprinted 

by the House, is amended as follows: 

1. By striking everything after the enacting clause and 

inserting the following: 

"Section 1. Section 280.21, Code Supplement 1989, is 

amended to read as follows: 

280.21 CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

An employee of an accredited public school district, 

accredited nonpublic school, or area education agency shall not 

inflict, or cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment upon a 

student. For purposes of this section, "corporal punishment" 

means the intentional physical punishment of a student. An 

employee's physical contact with the body of a student is 

1tl~t±f±ed shall not be considered corporal punishment if it is 

reasonable and necessary under the circumstances and is not 

designed or intended to cause pain or if the employee uses 

reasonable force, as defined under section 704.1, for the 

protection of the employee, the student, or other students; to 

obtain the possession of a weapon or other dangerous object 

within a student's control; or for the protection of property. 
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.HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 8, 1990 Page 71 

CCR-2416 

Page 2 

The department of education shall adopt rules to implement this 

section. 

Sec. 2. 

By September 1, 1990, the department of education shall 

adopt rules to be included in 281 I.A.C. ch. 102, and rules in 

another chapter, entitled "Corporal Punishment Ban," in order 

to implement section 280.21, as amended in this Act." 

ON THE PART OF THE HOUSE: 

PATRICIA HARPER, Chairperson 

RON CORBETT 

MARK HAVERLAND 

STEWART IVERSON 

C. ARTHUR OLLIE 

CCR-2416 FILED APRIL 7, 1990 

REPORT ADOPTED. (f. CJ.-< 7?) 

ON THE PART OF THE SENATE: 

LARRY MURPHY, Chairperson 

JOY CORNING 

WALLY HORN 

JEAN LLOYD-JONES 

MAGGIE TINSMAN 
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AN ACT 

RELATING TO CORPORAL PUNISHMENT. 

HOUSE FILE 2416 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 280.21, Code Supplement 1989, is 

amended to read as follows: 

280.21 CORPORAL PUNISHMF.NT. 

An employee of an accredited public school district, 

accredited nonpublic school, or area education agency shall 

not inflict, or cause to be inflicted, corporal punishment 

upon a student. For purposes of this section, "corporal 

punishment" means the intentional physical punishment of a 

student. An employee's physical contact with the body of a 

student 1:s-;t~sti:Hed shall not b~- con~i_dered_~_orporal 

punishment if it is reasonable and necessary under the 

circumstances and is not designed or intended to cause pain or 

if the employee uses reasonable force, as defi~ed under 

section 704.1, for the protection of the employee, the 

student, or other students; to obtain the possession of a 

weapon or other dangerous object within a sludent's control; 

or for the protection of property. The_Q~J2~.Et,ment o_f 

educati_?_n -~all adopt rules to implem_ent this secti~n._ 

Sec. 2. 

By September l, 1990, the department of educa:1on shall 

adopt rules to be 1ncluded in 281 I.A.C. ch. 102, and rules in 

House File 2416, p. 2 

another chapter, entitled ''Corporal Punishment Ban," in order 

to implement section 280.21, as amended in this Act. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 2416, Seventy-third General Assembly. 

-------------------

'PP<ooed ~ ]{) , 

JOSEPH O'HERN 

Chief Clerk of the House 

1990 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 
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