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A BILL FOR

Act relating to dissolution of marriage and related
proceedings by providing for a pilot program of mandatory
mediation of contested issues of child custody and visitaticn.
IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TEE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The general assembly
finds that the determination of child custody and visitation
arrangements in a dissolution of a marriage is an issue of
great importance to tne sccial and emotional weifare of the
children and parents involved; that mediation has proven to be
an effective means of decision-making regarding child custody
and visitetion in a dissolution case; and that mediation has
proven tc be a cost-effective means of settiing disputes while
ensuring that the essential rights of the persons involved are
protected. The general assembly determines that a pilot
procram of mandatory mediation relating to the issues c¢f child
custody and visitation in dissolution cases should be
established under the supervision of the supreme court.

Sec. 2. PILOT PROGRAM FOR MEDIATION OF CHILD CUSTODY AND
VISITATION ISSUES IN DISSOLUTION CASLES -- CONFIDENTIALITY.

1. The supreme court shall implement a pilot program for
mandatory mediation of child custody and visitetion issues in
dissolution cases as described in this Act. The pilot program
shall be established in a district court for which the
appropriate judicial cfficers have agreed that the district
court will serve as the pllot program site for a period of two
years beginning January 1; 1990, and ending December 31, 1991.
The supreme court shall make a preliminary report in January
1991, and a final report in January 1992, to the general
assembly. The report shall contain recommendations regarding
the adoption of mediation of child custody and visitation
issues in dissolution cases in courts throughout the state.

2. For the purposes of this Act, unless the context
otherwise requires:

a. "Administrator" means the state court administrator or
the administrator's designee.

b. "Court” means the district court in which the pilot
program for tne mandatory mediation of child custody and
visitation issues 1s located.

c. "Order” means a court order oy modification of a court
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order for the dissolution of a marriage, a child custody
award, a visitation order, or a mediaticon order.

d. "Pregram" means the pilot program for the mandatory
mediation of child custody and visitation issues in
dissolution cases establisned by this Act.

3. The memoranda, work products, and case files of the
medlator and all cther confidential communicaticons in the
possession ¢f the mediater in a mediation proceeding conducted
pursuant to this Act shall pbe kept confidential, unless
otherwise ordered by the court, the lawful custodian of the
records, or by another person duly authorized to release the
records.

Sec. 3. MEDIATION OF CONTESTED ISSUES IN DISSOLUTION
CASES. For the purposes of the program:

1. In a proceeding on a petition, or other application for
an order, or modification of an order for the dissoiution of a
marriage where there is at issue the custody of or visitation
with a child, the court shall order mediation and the
procedures to be followed by the parties in mediation.

The purpose of the mediation is to reduce acrimony which
may exist between the parties in order to promote a workable
settlement of contested issues concerning the custody of or
visitation with a child. The primary purpose of the mediation
is the development of an agreement which is in the best
interests of the child.

2. The court shall assign a qualified mediator as
described in subsection 7. The court shall not designate a
mediator whc represents one of the parties, who has one of the
parties as a patient or a client, or who otherwise has a
conflict of interest which might affect the proceedings. The
fact that the person designated as mediator was the
conciliator for the parties under section 598.16 is not in
itself a disqualification.

3. Upon designation or selection of the mediator, the

court shall i1ssue a mediation order setting forth the
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procedures to be followed and the date for filing a written

mediation report. The administrator shall adept rules for

these purposes,

4. The mediator shall be in charges of the mediation
procceedings subject to court supervisicn., The mediator shall
be impartial and shall use the mediator's best efforts to
effect a settliement of the contested issues. The mediator
shall inform the parties of the factors the court must
consider under sechtions 598.21 and 598.41 and chapter 598A.

5. The mediator shall not require mediation if one or more
of the following conditions exist:

a. The mediator determines there is no reasonable
possibility that mediation will promote settlement of the
issues 1n a custody dispute.

b. The mediator determines there is a substantial
allegation of direct physical or significant emotional harm to
a party or to a child.

c. The mediator determines that mediation will otherwise
fail to serve the best interests of the child.

6. If a mediator determines, pursuant to subsection 5,
that a mediation is not required, then the mediator shall
request in writing to the court that the mediation be waived.

7. The court shall develop and maintain a list of
qualified mediators available to conduct mediation proceedings
under this Act. Persons listed may be, but are not required
to be, members of the staff of the court. Persons listed may
be, but are not required to be, members of the staff of a
dispute resclution center under chapter 67$, that is under
contract to the court to provide mediation services pursuant
to this Act.

To qualify as a mediator, a person must have twenty-five
hours of training in mediation techniques and mediation
procedures as they apply to the Icwa court sysiem and must
meet one of the following requirements:

&. PBe a licens=@ attcrney.
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b. Have a master's degree from an accredited institution
in psychology, social work, marriage and family counseling, or
another behavioral science substantially related toc marriage
and family interpersonal relationships, and have twe years of
experience in counseling or psychotherapy, preferably reiated
to marriage and family probiems. The court may substitute
additional experience for a portion of the education,; or
additional education for a portion of the experience,
otherwlse required by this paragraph,

8. Mediation proceedings under this Act shall be heid in
private., Excepi £0or the contents of ar agreement signed by
the parties and the mediator, all verbal and written
comuunications relating to the subject matter of the mecdiztion
and transmitted between any party and the mediator or any
other perscon present during any stage of the proceeding are
confidential communications. The mediator <r a party or octher
person shall not be examined in any judicial or administrative
proceeding regarding the contents of the agreement or any
communicactions made confidential by this Act or subject %o
judicial or administrative process requiring the disclosure of
these coniidential communlcations without the consent of the
parties. However, this Act does not prohibit ths mediatoer's
reporting of infcrmation concerning abuse if the mediator is
otherwise regquired by law to report the information,

9. Except as otherwise provided in the mediation order
issued pursuant to this Act, the mediator shall exciude
counsel from participation in the mediation proceeding unless
the mediator determines that including counsel is appropriaid
Cr necessary.

10. The mediator shall consider the needs and intecrests cf
the child. The mediator may interview the child and may
require the child's participation in the proceeding if the
mediator determines the child's participation is appropriate
Or necessary.

1l. Any agreement reached by the parties as a result of

_4_.
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mediation shall be reported to the court on ot before the
reporting date established by the court. The agreement may
include supporting factual information.

12. If the parties have not reached agreement as a result
of mediation, the mediator shall report that fact toc the court
on or before the reporting date established by the court. The
report shall state the mediation procedures undertaken and
other nonceonfidential matters that the court requires. This
report shall be a part of the record unless otherwise ordered
by the court.

13. The costs of mediation procedures shall be paid by the
parties, pursuant to rules prescribed by the administrator,

EXPLANATION

This bill establishes a pilot program of mediation in
disputed issues of child custody and visitation in dissolution
cases. The program shall be administered by the state court
administrator and implemented in a district court which has
agreed to serve as the project site.

The court is required to order parties to participate in
mediation on the issues of child custody and visitation.
However, mediation cannot be mandatory 1n a case where there
is a substantial allegation of direct physical or significant
emotional harm to a party or to a child.

The court would designate a mediator from a list of
gualified mediators. Mediators may be court employees or
employees of a dispute resolution center under contract to the
court. To qualify as a mediator, a person must have tralning
in mediation techniques and either be an attorney or have a
master's degree and experience in psychology, social work, or
counseling. The mediator must be impartial.

The court shall provide an evaluation of the program and
recommendations as to the feasibility of adopting mediation

statewide. The dates of the pilot program are specified.
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dOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 1, 1989 Page 2

BOUSE FILE 20

H-3248
1 Amend House File 20 as follows:
] 1. Page 1, by striking lines 23 through 27 and
E inserting the following: "The supreme court shall

4 cause a preliminary report to be submitted to the

5> general assembly in January 1991, with a final report
6 to be submitted in January 1982. The final report

7 shall contain recommendations regarding the adoption

8 of mediation of child custody and visitation issues in
9 dissclution cases 1n courts throughout the state. The
10 final report shall include, but not be limited to, all
11 of the following:

12 a. The average length of time for cases to proceed
13 from commencement to final settlement in the mediation
14 process.

J b. The degree of party compliance with the terms
16 of a settiement.

17 ¢. The frequency of modifications ¢f mediated

18 settlements.
19 d. The satisfaction of the parties with respect to
20 access to mediation, participation in mediation, and
21 fairness of the mediation process.

22 e. The amount of time and money saved by the

23 parties and court as a result of proceeding through

24 mediation rather than litigation."

25 2. Page 3, by inserting after line 19 the

26 following:

‘ “d. The mediator determines that a verified

petition alleging domestic abuse has been filed by a
'3 party pursuant to chapter 236."
30 3. Page 3, by striking lines 25 and 26 and
31 inserting the following: "under this Act. Persons
32 listed may".
33 4. By sctriking page 3, line 33 through page 4,
34 line 9 and inserting the following: '"procedures as
35 they apply to the Iowa court system.”
By COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY AND
LAW ENFORCEMENT
JAY of Appancose, Chailrperson
H-3248 FILED FEBRUARY 28, 198
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A BILL FOR

1 An Act relating to dissolution of marriage and related

2 proceedings by providing f£or a pilot program of mandatory

3 mediation of contested issues of child custody and visitation.
4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QOF THE STATE OF TIOWA:

House Amendments

2 ® ~J O oW

HOUSE FILE 20
S-3661

—

amend House File 20 as amended, passed, and
reprinted by the House as follows:

1. Page 2, line 31, by striking the words "there
is at issue”.

2., Page 2, line 22, by inserting after the word
*child" the following: "is contested".

3. Page 5, line 16, by inserting after the word
"parties" the following: "unless one or both of the
parties are indigent”

O~ W oWk

By COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY
D V. DOYLE, ajlrperson

S-3601 FILED APRIL 7, 1989 (I ﬁtiwl' # (p13Y
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Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The general assembly
finds that the determination of child custody and visitation
arrangements in a dissolution of a marriage is an issue of
great importance to the social and emotional welfare of the
children and parents involved; that mediation has proven to be
an effective means of decision-making regarding child custody
and visitation in a dissolution case; and that mediation has
proven to be a cost-effective means of settling disputes while
ensuring that the essential rights of the persons involved are
protected. The general assembly determines that a pilot
program of mandatory mediation relating to the issues of child
custody and visitation in dissolution cases should be
established under the supervision of the supreme court.

Sec. 2. PILOT PROGRAM FOR MEDIATION OF CHILD CUSTODY AND
VISITATION ISSUES IN CISSOLUTION CASES -- CONFIDENTIALITY.

1. The supreme court shall implement a pilot program for
mandatory mediation of child custody and visitation issues in
dissolution cases as described in this Act. The pilot program
shall be established in a district court for which the
appropriate judicial officers have agreed that the district
court will serve as the pilot program site for a period of two
years beginning January 1, 1990, and ending December 31, 1991.
The supreme court shall cause a preliminary report to be
submitted to the general assembly in January 1991, with a
final report to be submitted in January 1992. The final
report shall contain recommendations regarding the adoption of

mediation of child custody and visitation issues in
dissolution cases in courts throughout the state. The final
repcrt shall include, but not be limited to, all of the
following:

a. The average length of time for cases to proceed from

commencement to f£inal settlement in the mediation process.

b. The degree of party compliance with the terms of &

settlement.

¢. The frequency of modifications of mediated settlements.

b
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a. The satisfaction of the parties with respect to access

to mediation, participation in mediation, and fairness of the

mediation process.

e. The amount of time and money saved by the parties and

court as a result of proceeding through mediation rather than

iitigation.

2. For the purposes of this Act, unless the context
otherwise requires:

a. "Administrator" means the state court administrator or
the administrator's designee.

b. "Court" means the district court in which the pilot
program for the mandatory mediation of child custedy and
visitation issues is located.

¢. "Order"” means a court order or modification of a court
order for the dissclution of a marriage, a child custody
award, a visitation order, or a mediation order.

d. "Program" means the pilot program for the mandatory
mediation of child custody and visitation issues 1in
dissolution cases established by this Act.

3. The memoranda, work products, and case £files of the
mediator znd all other confidential communications in the
possession of the mediator in a mediation proceeding conducted
pursuant to this Act shall be kept conficdential, unless
otherwise ordered by the court, the lawful custodian of the
records, or by another person duly authorized to release the
records.

Sec. 3. MEDIATION OF CONTESTED ISSUES IN DISSOLUTION
CASES. For the purposes of the program:

1. In a proceeding on a petition, or other application for
an order, or modification of an order for the dissolution of a
marriage where there is at issue the custody of or visitaticn
with a child, the court shall order mediation and the
procedures to be followed by the parties in mediation.

The purpose of the mediation is to reduce acrimony which

may exist between the parties in order to promote a workable

-2
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settlement of contested issues concerning the custody of or
visitation with a child. The primary purpose of the mediation
is the development of an agreement which is in the best
interests of the child,

2. The court shall assign a qualified mediator as
described in subsection 7. The court shall not designate a
mediator who represents one of the parties, who has one of the
parties as a patient or a client, or who otherwise has a
conflict of interest which might affect the proceedings. The
fact that the person designated as mediator was the
conciliator for the parties under section 598.16 is not in
itself a disqualification.

3. Upon designation or selection of the mediator, the
court shall issue a mediation order setting forth the
procedures to be followed and the date for filing a written
mediation report. “The administrator shall adopt rules for
these purposes.

4. The mediator shall be in charge of the mediation
proceedings subject to court supervision. The mediator shall
be impartial and shall use the mediator's best efforts to
effect a settlement of the contested issues. The mediator
shall inform the parties of the factors the court must
consider under sections 598.21 and 598.41 and chapter 598A.

5. The mediator shall not require mediaticn if one or more
of the following conditions exist:

a. The mediator determines there is no reasonable
possibility that mediation will promote settlement of the
issues in a custody dispute.

b. The mediator determines there is a substantial
allegation of direct physical or significant emotional harm to
a party or to a child.

c. The mediator determines that mediation will otherwise
fail to serve the best interests cf the chiid.

d. The mediator determines that a verified petition

alleging domestic abuse has been filed by

a party pursuant to
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chapter 236.

6. If a mediator deternines, pursuant to subsection 5,
that a medjation is not required, then the mediator shall
request in writing to the court that the mediation be walved,

7. The court shall develop ané maintain a list of
qualified mediators available ro ccnduct mediation proceedings

under thls Act. Persons listed may pe, but are not required

to be, members of the staff of a dispute resolution center
under chapter 679, that is under contract to t“he court tec
provide mediation services vursuant to this Act.

To qualify as a meciator, a person must have twenty-five
hours of training in mediation techniques and mediation
procedures as they apply to the Iowa court system.

8. Mediation proceedings under this Act shall be held in

private. Except for the contents of an agreement signed by
the parties and the mediator, all verbal and written
communications relating to the subject matter of the mediation
and transmitted between any party and the mediator or any
other perscn present during any stage of the proceeding are
confidential communications. The mediator or a party or other
person shall not be examined in any judicial or administrative
proceeding regarding the contents of the agreement or any
communications made confidential by this Act or subject to
judicial or administrative process requiring the disclosure of
these confidential communications without the consent c¢f the
parties. However, this Act does not prohibit the mediator’s
reporting of information concerning abuse if the mediator is
otherwise required by law to report the information.

9. Except as otherwise provided in the mediation order
issued pursuant to this Act, the mediator shall exclude
counsel from participation in the mediation proceeding unless
the mediator determines that including counsel is appropriate
Or necessary.

10. The mediator shall consider the needs and interests of

the child. The mediator may interview the child and may

-4 -




&
'S

3le

]
o dR = T Vo B 4 o B S o T o I 7S S I

-

bt b o
[0, JEN SO R

Cl-16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

require the child's participation in the proceeding if the
mediator determines the child's participation 1s appropriate
Oor necessary.

11. Any agreement reached by the parties as a result of
mediation shall be reported to the court on or before the
repocrting date established by the court. The agreement may
include supporting factual information.

12. If the parties have noi reached agreement as & result
of mediation, the mediator shall report that fact to the court
on or before the reporting date established by the court. The
report shall state the mediation procedures undertaken and
other nonconfidential matters that the court requires. This
report shall be a part of the record unless otherwise ordered
by the court.

13. The costs of mediation procedures shall be paid by the
parties, pursuant to rules prescribed by the administrator.

HF 20
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HOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 13, 1686 Page 25

HOUSE FILE 20
FISCAL NOTE

4 fiscal note for HOUSE FILE 20 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17.
Data used in developing this fiscal note is available from the Legislative
Fiscal Burecau to members of the Legislature upon request.

House File 20 establishes a pilot program of mediation in disputed issues of
child custody and visitation in dissolution cases.

Assumptions:

I. The pilot program would be conducted in a moderate to high volume district
court.

2. The program would run for two years.

3. The program would be administered by the State Court Administrator or
designee.

4, Since the program would be on a trial basis, it is assumed that it could
be administered by existing court personnel. This would not be the case
if the program went statewide.

S, The costs of mediation procedures would be paid by the parties.

6. An evaluation of the project would be done by an independent cutside
source.

Fiscal Effecr:

The Judicial Department estimates a cost of $20,000 to administer this piloc
project. This cost is derived from the evaluation of the program. Because the
program 1is mandated to start in January, 1990, cthe expenditure for the
evaluation 1is anticipated to begin in early FY 1991 and continue partially
through FY 1992,

The costs of mediation, in this legislation, are to be paid by the
participating  parties. There is no provision, however, covering such
circumstances wherein the parties involved are unable to pay the mediation

expenses.
{LSB 1298h, VYW)

FILED MARCH 10, 1989 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR




SENATE AMENDMENT TO BOUSE FILE 20

H-4009
1 Amend House File 20 as amended, passed, and
2 reprinted by the House as follows:
3 l. Page 2, line 31, by striking the words "there
4 is at issue".
5 2. Page 2, line 32, by inserting after the word
6 "child" the following: "is contested".
7 3. Page 5, line 16, by inserting after the word
8 "parties" the following: "unless one or both of the
9

parties are indigent".
RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE

H-4009 FILED APRIL 13, 1989 /N
)@5}
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HOUSE FILE 20

AN ACT
RELATING TO DISSOLUTION OF MARRIACE AND RELATEDR PROCEEDINGS
AY PRUVIDING FUR A PILOT PROGRAM OF MANDATORY WEDIATION
OF CONTESTED ISSUES OF CHILD CUSTODY AND VISITATION.

BE 1T EWACTED BY THFE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOMA:
Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The general assemsbly

finds that the determinstion of child custody and visltation
arrangements in a dissolution of a marviage s an iesue of

great importance to the social and emotional welfare of the
children and parenta involved: that mediation has proven to be
an effective means of decision-making regarding chitd custody
and visitation in 3 dianclution case; and that medlation has
ptoven Lo be & cost-effective means of settling disputes while
enauring that the essential rights of the perscns involved are

House File 20, p. 2

protected. The general ascembly deternines that a pilot
program of mandatory wediation relating to the issues of child
custody and visitatlon in dissolution cases should be
established under the supervision of the supreme couct.

Sec. 2. PILOT PROGRAM FOR WEDIATION OF CHILD CUSTOLY AND
VISITATION 1S8SUES IN DISSOLUTION CASES -- CONFIDENTIALITY.

1. The suprese court shall) isplement a pilot program for
mandatory mediation of child custody and visitatlion issues in
dissolution cases as described in this Acl. The pilot program
shall be established In a district court for which the
appiops late judlclal officers have agreed that the district
court will serve as the pllot program site for a pericd of Lwo
years beglinning January 1, 1990, and ending Deceaber 31, 1991,
The suprese court shall cause a prellminary report to be
submilted to the general assembly Iln Januacy 1991, with a
tinal report to be submitted In Janvary 19%2. The Elnal
report shall contaln recosmendaticns regarding the adoption of
medlation of child custody and visitatlon [ssves in
dinsolutlon cases In courts throughout the state. The final
report shall include, but not be itimlited to, all of the
following:

4. The average length of time Lor cases to proceed from
commencement to [inal settlement in the mediation procesns.

b. The degqree of party compliance with the terms of 2
settlement.

€. The [requency of modiflications of mediated settlements.

d. The satlisfaction of the pacties with respect to acceas
to mediatlon, participation in medistlon, and fairness of the
mediation process.

e. The amount of time and money saved by the parties and
court as & result of proceeding through wediation rather than
litigation.

2. For the purposes of this Act, unless the context
otherwise tequires: '

4. “Administrator™ means the state court administrator o

the adminigtrator's designee,




House File 20, p. 3

B. “Coutt® means the district court in which the pilnt
ptogram for the mandatoty mediation of child custody and
visitation issues is located.

¢. "Order” means & court order or modifjcation of a court
order for the dissolution ot 3 marriage, a child custody
award, a visitation vrder, or a medlation order.

d. “"Program” means the pilot program for the mandatory
mediation of child custody and visitation isasues In
dissolution casea established by this Act.

3. ‘The memoranda, work produclte, and case files of the
mediator and all other confidential communicat!ions In the
possession of the mediator in a mediatlon proceeding conducted
putsuant to this Act shall be kept confidential, unless
otherwise ardered by the court, the lawful custodian of the
records, or hy another person duly authorized to release the
records,

Sec. 3. MWEDIATION OF CONTESTED 1SSUES 1N DISSOLUTION
CASES. For the purposes of the program:

1. 1In a ptoceeding on a petition, or other application for
an order, ot modilication of an order for the diasolution of a
mdrriage where the custody of or visltation with a ¢hild is
contested, the court shall order mediation and the pcocedures
to be followed by the partiena in mediation.

The purpose of the mediation is to reduce acrimony which
may exist between the parties in ocrder to promote & workable
settlement of contented isaues concerning the custody of oc
viaitation with a child. The primary purpose of the mediation
is the development of an agreement which Ia in the best
interests of the child,

2. The court shall assign a qualilied mediator as
described 1n subsection 7. The court shall not designate a
mediator who sepresents one of the parties. who has one of the
parties as a patient of a client, or who otherwise has a
conflict of 1nterest which might af(ect the proceedinga. The
fact that the person designated ax mediator was the
vontailiator for the pairties under section %98.16 is not in

iteelf o disqualatocar van,

House File 20, p. 4

J. Upon designation or selpction of the mediator, the
court shall issue a mediation order setting forth the
procedures Lo be followed and the date fnr (iling a written
mediation report. The administrator shall adopt cules for
these purposes.

4. The medlator shall be in charge of the mediation
proceedings subject to court supervision. The mediator shall
be impartial and shall use the mediator’'s beat efforts to
eflect a settilement of the contested issues. The mediator
shall Inform the parties of the factors the court myst
conpider under sectiona 598.21 and 598.41 and chapter S9BA.

5. The wedlator shall not requite wmediation if one or more
of the following conditionas exist:

a. The mediator determines there ls no reasonable
posslbility that mediation will promote settlement of the
iasues In a custody dlapute.

b. The mediator determines there is a subatantial
allegation of ditect physical or significant emotional harm to
a party or to a child.

c. The wediator determines that mediation will otherwise
fall to serve the best interests of the child.

d. The medlator detecmines that a verified petition
alleging domestic abuse has been Flled by a party pursuant to
chapter 236.

6. If & mediator determines, pursuant to subsection S,
that a wediation is not required, then the mediator shall
request in writing Lo the court that the mediation be waived.

7. The court shall develop and maintain a list of
qualified mediators available to conduct medlation proceedings
under this Act. Persons listed may be, but are not requited
te be, members nf the staff of a dispute resclution center
under chapter 679, that is under contract to the court to
provide mediation secvices pursuant to this Act.

Te qualify as a mediator; a4 pergon must have twenty-five
hours ot training in mediation techaiques and mediation

procedurens as they apply to the Jowa court system,
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8. mediation proceedings under thia Act shall be held in
private. Except for the contents of an agreement signed by
the parties and the mediator, all verbal and written
communical ions relating to the aubject matter of the mediation
and tranamitted hetween any party and the mediator or any
other petson present during any stage of the proceeding are
confidential communications. The sediator or a party or other
persan shall nol be examined in any judiclal or adminlstrative
proceeding regarding the contents of the agreement or any
communicat ions made conlidential by Lhis Act or subject to
judicial or administrative process requlring the disclosure of
these confidentisl communications without the consent of the
parties. However, this Act does not prohibit the mediator's
repotting of information concernlng abuse if the sediator ls
othervigse required by lav to repart the information.

9. Except as othervise provided in the mediation order
issued pursuant to this Act, the sediator shall exclude
counse) from participation in the mediation proceeding uniess
the mediastor determines that including counsel is appropriate
0f necessary.

10. The mediator ahall consider the needs and interests of
the child. The mediator may interview the chlld and may
require the child's pacticipation in the proceeding If the
mediator detecmines the child's particlpation is appropriate
or necessary.

11. Any aqgreement teached by the parties as a result of
mediation shall be reported to the court on or bhefore Lthe
reporting dale established by the court., The agreement may
include supporting factual information,

12. Il the parties have not reached agreement as a result
ol mediation, the mediator shall report that fact to the court
on or before the reporting date established by the court. The
veport ghall state the medlation procedures undertaken and
ather nonconfidentsal matters that the court requires. Thia
teport shall be a part of the record unless ntherwise ordered

by the coort .,
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1}. The costs of mediation procedures shall be paid by
parties unleas one or both of Lhe pacties are indigent,
purpuant to rules preacribed by the administrator.

DONALD D. AVENSON
Speaker of the House

JO ANW I1MMERRAN
Presldent of the Senate

I hereby certlfy that this bill originated in the House and
is known am House Flle 20, Seventy-third General Asgembly.

JOSEPH O'RERN
Chielt Clerk of the House

Approved jﬁ’?fz?..f.’.i_ e+ 1989

TERRY E. BRANSTAD
Governor




