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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to a mandatory assignment of unemployment 

2 benefits by the child support recovery unit. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE S'rATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE: FILE 195 
H-3101 

1 Amend House File 195 as follows: 
2 l. Page l, llne ll, by inserting after the word 
3 "amount'' the following: ••, not to exceed thlrty-five 
4 percent of the individual's benefits,". 
5 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 12 the 
6 following: 
7 ''Sec. Section 96.3, subsection 9, paragraph 
8 c, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code l989, is amended to 
9 read as follows: 

10 Notwithstanding section 642.2, subsections 2, 3, 5, 
11 and 6 which restrict garnishments under chapter 642 to 
12 wages of public employees, the division may be 
13 garnisheed under chapter 642 by the child support 
14 recovery unit established in section 2528.2, pursuant 
15 to a judgment for child support against an individual 
16 eligible for benefits under this chapter. The amount 
17 which may be garnisheed under chapter 642 shall not 
18 exceed thirty-five percent of the individual's 
19 benefits." 
20 3. Page 1, line 23, by inserting after the word 
21 "chapter." the following: ''The amount which may be 
22 assigned to or garnisheed by the child suoport 
23 recovery unit shall not exceed thirty five ~rcent of 
24 the individual's benefits.'' 
25 1. By renumbering as necessary. 
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S.F. 

1 Section 

2 unnt:moered 

3 follows: 

4 However, 

!l.::. 

1 .• Section 96.3, 

paragraph l' Code 

if the division 

subsection 9, paragraph c, 

1989, is amended to read as 

is notified of an assign~ent o~ 

s i.~come by the child support r_ecovery unit under chapter_ 252D 

6 or section 598.22 or 598.23 o~ is garnisheed by the chi:d 

support recovery unit under chapter 642 and an individual's 

benefits are condemned to the satisfaction of the child 

support obligation being enforced by the child support 

recovery unit, the division shall deduct and withhold from the 

individual's l>enefits that amount required through legal 
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!l 
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10 

ll 

12 precess. 

15 follows: 

Section 96.3, subsection 9, paragraph c, 
paragraph 3, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

16 Notwithstanding section 96.15, benefits under th1s chapter 

17 are not exemp~ f:om income assignment, garnishment, 

18 attachment, or execution if assigned to or gar~isheed by the 

19 chi~d support recovery ltnit, established in sect1on 2528.2, 0r 

20 if ...9~• assignment under section 598.22 or 598.23 is ~~ina 

21 enforced by the child support recovery unit to satisEy the 

22 child support obligation of an individual who is eligible for 

:'J:~'i 23 benet its under this chapter. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill requires the division of job service of the 

26 department of employment services to withhold from an 

27 individual's unemployment compensation benefits that amount of 

28 income assigned by the child suppott recovery unit to satisfy 

29 a child support obligation. 
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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to a mandatory assignment of unemployment 

benefits by the child support recovery unit. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 96.3, subsection 9, paragraph c, 

2 unnumbered pa~agraph 1, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 However, if the division is notified of a mandatory 

5 assignment of income by the ch1ld suooort recovery unit under 

6 chapter 2520 or is garnisheed by the ch1ld support recovery 

7 unit under chapter 642 and an individual's benefits are 

8 condemned to the satisfaction of the child support obligation 

9 being enforced by the child support recovery unit, the 

10 division shall deduct and withhold from the individual's 

ll benefits that amount required through legal process. 

12 EXPLANATION 

13 This bill requires the division of job service of the 

14 depart~ent of employment services to withhold from an 

15 individual's unemployment compensation benefits that amount of 

16 income assigned by the child support recovery unit to satisfy 

17 a child support obligation. 

18 BACKGROUND STATEMENT 

19 SUBMITTED BY THE AGE~CY 

20 Problem Statement 

21 Legal Services has brought a class action clai~ against the 

22 Child Support Recovery Unit and the Iowa Depart~ent of 

23 Employment Services, Division of Job Service for assignment of 

24 unemploy~ent income benefits alleging that, while garn1shment 

25 by the Child Support Recovery Unit is anticipated by Iowa Code 

26 section 96.3(9), the statute does not provide for a mandatory 

27 income assignment intercept. 

28 Background 

29 Job Service is acting under federal mandate to honor a 

30 child support order from the Chi:d Support Recovery Unit. The 

31 language in Iowa Code section 96.3(9), however, refers only to 

32 a garnishment under chapter 642. 

33 Impact of Proposed Ootion 

34 By providing a clear statement of Iowa's compliance with 

35 federal regulations, potential defense costs may be reduced. 
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S.F. H.F. 

·- l -:·his leglslatior. provides clear a:;:hocity to assign 

2 unemployment income bene: its. 
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HOUSE riLl:: 195 

AN AC1' 

RELATING TO A M.ANDAWR\' ASSiGNMENT OF' TJNF.~Pt.lWMENT BENEF'I1'S 

B'i THF. CHILD SUPPOR1' Rt:COVt::R'i mliT, 

BE IT ENACTED 8i' THE GE:~lf.RAI. ASSf.HB!,'{ OP THE STATE Of IO'~A: 

Section l, Section 96.3, subsection 9, paraqr~ph c. 

unnumbered paragraph l, Code 1989, is amended to read as 

follows: 

However, if the division is notified of an assig~~~ 9.~ 

inc.2!.::~ .. !?Y.~.the chi._!!!_.support recovery unit under ch<:t~!. .?.~2~) 

or s_e_s~!9.!L.~2.~.!~~~--.2:~ 598.23 or is garnisheed by the child 
support recovery unit under chapter 642 and an indavidual's 
benefits are condemned to the satisfaction of the child 

support obliqation bei.nq enforced by the child support 

recovery unit, the division shall deduct and withhold fro~ the 

individual's benefits that amount required through legal 

process. 

Sec. 2. Section 96.3, subsection 9, paragraph c, 

unnu~bered para9raph ), Code 1989, is amended to read as 

follows: 

Hotwithstandin9 section 96.15, benefits under this chapter 

are not exempt from income .iSs.!._9~~entL garnishment, 

attachment, or ~xecution if ~~!>:~.!1!~~£ .~2....£!. gar;1isheed by the 
child support recovery unit, established in section 2528.2, cr 

.!.!___~!! ass i qnmen~-~~de~_l!:.~£~ h '?!!.....~~~- 2 2 or 59 8 ~1.!._!.!.. being 

enfqrced by the _ _£h_!._U!_)~:~m22.£!: __ re~.2Y~.~1.. unit to satisfy the 

-

House File 195, p. 2 

child support obligation of an individual who is eligible for 

b~nefits under this chapter. 

DONALD 0. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

--··-----
JOANN ZIMMERMAN 

President of the Senate 

I hereby c~rtify thdt this bill oriqinated in the House and 

is known as House rlle 195, Seventy-third General Assembly. 

JOSF.PH O'HERN 

Chief Cler~ of the House 
Appcoved ~:? , 1989 

7£RR¥ E. BR~NSTAD 

Governor 
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