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1 An Act relating to physical therapy by providing that physical 

2 therapy evaluation and treatment may be rendered without a 

3 prescription or referral. 
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S.F. l./55 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 148A.l, Code 1987, is amended to read 

2 as fOllows: 

3 148A.l DEFINITION. 

4 As used in this chapter, physical therapy is that branch of 

5 science that deals with the evaluation and treatment of human 

6 capabilities and impairments. Physical therapy uses the 

7 effective properties of physical agents including, but not 

8 limited to, mechanical devices, heat, cold, air, light, water, 

9 electricity, and sound, and therapeutic exercises, and 

10 rehabilitative procedures to prevent, correct, minimize, or 

11 alleviate a physical impairment. Physical therapy inCludes 

12 the interpretation of performances, tests, and measurements, 

13 the establishment and modification of physical therapy 

14 programs, treatment planning, consultative services, 

15 instructions to the ~atients, and the administration and 

16 supervision attendanc to physical therapy facilities. 

17 Physical therapy evaluation of-biomeehanies and treatment may 

18 be rendered by a phy3ical therapist ;-ith. __ C:>E without a 

19 ~~egerip~ion-or referral rrom-a-physieian-or-cientist. 

20 Phygiea~-~herapy-treatment·-shatt-be-~enciered-by-a-physieai 

21 ~herapia~-~nty-ander-preseription-or-referra± from a 

22 physician, podiatrist, or dentist, or ~ere~~ai-from-a 

23 chiropractor. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill provides that physical therapy evaluation and 

26 treatment may be rendered by a physical therapist with or 

27 without a referral from a physician, podiatrist, dentist, or 

28 chiropractor. Under current law a prescription or referral is 

29 required for treatment; only evaluation of biomechanics may be 

30 rendered by a physical therapist without a prescription or 

31 referral. This bill deletes the references to prescriptions. 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to physical therapy by providing that physical 

therapy evaluation and treatment may be rendered without a 
prescription or referral. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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• 

S.F. ________ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section l48A.l, Code 1987, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 l48A.l DEFINITION. 
4 As used in this chapter, physical therapy is that branch of 

5 science that deals with the evaluation and treatment of human 

6 capabilities and impairments. Physical therapy uses the 

7 effective properties of physical agents including, but not 

8 limited to, meChanical devices, heat, cold, air, light, water, 

9 electricity, and sound, and therapeutic exercises, and 

10 rehabilitative procedures to prevent, correct, minimize, or 

11 alleviate a physical impairment. Physical therapy includes 

12 the interpretation of performances, tests, and measurements, 

13 the establishment and modification of physical therapy 

14 programs, treatment planning, consultative services, 

15 instructions to the patients, and the administration and 

16 supervision attendant to physical therapy facilities. 

• 

17 Physical therapy evaluation eE-eiemeehenie~ and treatment may 

18 be rendered by a physical therapist with or without a • 

19 ~re~eri~eton-er referral £rem-e-~"y~±eten-or-den~i~t~ 

20 Physiee%-t"erepy-ereeemene-~he%%-ee-rendered-by-a-phys±ee± 

21 therept~e-on%y-~nder-pre~er±peien-or-referre% from a 
22 physician, podiatrist, er dentist, or referre±-rrem-e 

23 chiropractor. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill provides that physical therapy evaluation and 
26 treatment may be rendered by a physical therapist with or 

27 without a referral from a physician, podiatrist, dentist, or 

28 chiropractor. Under current law a prescription or referral is 

29 required for treatment: only evaluation of biomechanics may be 

30 rendered by a physical therapist without a prescription or 

31 referral. 

32 

33 
34 

35 

This bill deletes the references to prescriptions. 
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PM;F. F,VE, I\PR!:, 15, 1987 HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

SENATF FILE 455 
~!-37~2 

2 
3 
• , 
5 
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8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
2: 
22 
23 
24 
25 
25 
27 
28 
29 

.30 
E 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 

as ~d5sec ~y the Senate, 
:ollows: 

L. By striking every~hi~g a~ter the enacting 
clause a~d ~nsert~ng t~e followi~g: 

"Section 1. NEW SECTION. 2C.l LEGISLATIVE 
POLICY. 

as 

The general asse~o.y :~nds :hat the :igh: of every 
person to engage in a :awEu~ profess~on of providing 
personal hea~th ca:e services is a right which should 
not be abridged except as a reasonable exercise of the 
state's police power when it is clearly found to be 
necessary for the preservat~on of the health, safety, 
and wel:are of :he pUOlIC. 

It is dec:ared to be :he policy of the state that 
no regulation shall De Imposed on these professions 
except for the excl~s:ve ~urpose of protecting the 
public interest wne~: 

1. Its unregulated practice can harm or endanger 
the health, safety, and welfare of the public. 

2. Its practice requ:res speciallzed skill or 
training and the publlC needs and will benefit from 
assurances of initial and continuing professional 
ability. 

3. The public is ~ot effectively 9rOtected by 
ot:-ter means. 

Sec. 2. ~EW SECTION. 2C.2 COMMISSION 
ESTP..BL I SHED. 

A comnission on proEess~o~al health care practices 
regulatio!l i5 es:a~.L:'shed. The ccmr.:':"sslon shall be 
bipd:tisa~ a~d be co~~csed o! seven~ee~ members 
appoin:ed by the :eglsla:ive cc~ncil as follows: 

1. O~e XLembe~ sr.d~l be se:ected :rcm :he public 
members serv:r.g O~ t~e dental examin:ng board. 

2. One member sr.a~~ be se~ected :rcm the 9ublic 
~embers serving on the ~edica: exa~inir.g board. 

3. One ~e~ber shall be selected ~rcm the public 
members se~ving on tr.e ~ursing exami~ing board. 

4. One member snaIL be selected from the public 
members serving on the pharmacy examining board. 

5. One member sr.all be selected from the pub:ic 
members serving on the chiropractic examining board. 

6. One member stall be selected from ~he public 
members serving on the dietetics exanining board. 

7. One member s~dll be selected from :he public 
members serving on t~e optometry exami~ing boa~d. 

8. One member sha:l be se:ected frQ~i ~he public 
members serving 011 tne podiatry examining board. 

eso 

9. One member st.~li be selected from the public 
membe~s serving on the physical and occupational 
therapy examining board. 

-1-



P~GE SIX, APRIL 15, 1987 HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

H-37S2 
?()0C T\..;o 

2 
3 

10. 
ll. 
12. 

Six 
One 
One 

public 
membe:: 
member 

;r,embe ~ s . 
w~o is d ~,ospi ta: admir.i.strator. 
'Hr:O ~s k~ow'ledgeaDle lr. health 

4 insura!1ce. 
5 A member of the general assembly shall not serve on 
6 the co~~~ssion. 
7 Sec. 3. NEW S2CT:ON. 2C.3 TERM OF OFFICE. 
8 
9 

10 
11 

A commission member sha:l be appointed for a term 
of four years. However, of the initial appointments, 
four sha:l be for a term of one year, four shall ~e 
for a term of two years, four shall be for a ter~ of 

l2 three years, and five shall be for a term of four 
13 years. If a vacancy occurs, the appointment of a 
14 person to fill the vacar.cy s~all be for the rema:nder 
15 of that term of of~ice. ~~e term of a ~embe~ 
:6 appointed under section 2C.2, s~bsectior.s 1 t~rough 9, 
:7 shal: expire upon the expi.ration of :he term of the 
18 member's appointment to the board spec:fied in section 
19 2C.2, subsections 1 through 9. 
20 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 2C.4 ORGANIZAT~ON--
21 COMPENSATION. 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
7.7 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 

The commission shall organize annually and elect a 
chairperson and vice chairperson. 

The members of the commission shall be paid a per 
diem of forty dollars and actual and necessary 
expenses from funds appropriated by section 2.12. 

Sec. 5. NEW SECT:ON. 2C.5 DUT:ES. 
1. The commission shall review all requests for 

changes in the professional qualifications, insurance 
coverage, d:rect insurance payment, and scope of 
practice in those areas of health care regulations 
including but not limited to the practices oE 
medicine, dentistry, pharmacy, ~u~sing, chiropract:cs, 
dietet~cs, optometry, podiatry, and occupat:onal and 
physical :herapy. Any proposed amendments in t~e law 
re:ating to these prOfessional practices shall be 
submitted to the commission for its review. Upon 
review of :hese recommenda::ons by the commission, the 
co~~ission shall refer the recommendations to the 
general assembly for its consideration. 

2. In reviewing recommendations relating to these 
professional practices, the commission shall conSider 
the following social impacts: 

a. To what exter.t is :he treatment or service 
45 rela~ed to the indiv:duac mandates or direct pay 

issues under insurance coverage and whether the 
treatment or services are utilized by a signiEicant 
portion oE the DODulation. 

b. To what ~xtent is the insurance coverage 
presently generally available. 

46 
47 
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PAG~ SEVEN, APRIL 15, 1987 

ii->7S2 
?aCfe Three 

HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

-A c. T"f insu~ance coverage ':"s ::0:: ge:1e:-a:ly 
~vailabl~ for :he treat~en~ or se~vice, to what extent 

3 coes the lack of coverage res~lt in persons avo:cing 
4 necessary hea~:h care ~~eatments. 
5 d. If the insurance coverage :s not generally 
6 available, to what extent does the laCK of coverage 
7 result in unreasonable financial hardship to the 
8 public. 
9 e. What is the level of public demand for the 

:0 treatment or service. 
:1 E. What is the level of oublic demand for 
12 insura~ce coverage fer the treatment o~ service. 
13 g. What is the level of i~teresc of co~:ective 
14 bargaining agents i~ negotiati~g privately for 
:S inclusion of this ccve:age in g~~~p CGn:rac~s . 
... 0 3.::-:. reviewing !:"ec(;rnrr.enda:':"Qns re1.at':'ng to ::-:ese 
17 proEess:onal practices, t~e cC~:5sicn s~a:l a~so 
18 consider the following Einancia~ :~pac:s: 
19 a. To what extent will the coverage increase or 
20 decrease the cost of the treat~ent or service. 
21 b. To what extent will ~he coverage increase the 
22 appropriate use of the treatment or se~vice. 
23 c. To what extent will the mandated treatment or 
24 service be a substitute for mo:e expensive treatment ar s<;rvice . 
. ~ d. ~o what extent will the coveraoe increase or 
L. decrease :he administrative expe~ses oE Insurance 
28 companies and the premium and administrative expenses 
29 of policyholders. 
30 e. To what extent wil~ this coveiage impact t~e 
31 tor.al cost of healt~ care. 
32 • To what extent are educational and supervlsed 
33 cl:nical oppor~unities avaIlable co teach any 
3~ aut~orized practice or techniques. 
35 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 2C.6 RESEARCH AND 
36 STATIST:CS. 
37 The commission shall develop a data base of t~e 
38 laws and rules regulating these profeSSions in other 
39 states. The commission shall also monitor the social 
40 and financial impacts of any changes in the law and 
4: rules of other states. The cO~~isslon may employ a 
42 consultant to assist it in compili~g the information 
43 necessary for it to make decisions on issues submitted 
44 to the commission. The co~~ission shall annually 
45 issue a summary of its data to the general assembly 
~6 upon the convening of the general assembly. 
47 Sec. 7. NEW SECT!ON. 2C.7 STAFF SUPPORT. 
48 The legislative 
49 administrative and 
.,.he commission may 

service bureau shall provide 
staff assistance to the commission. 
also request the assistance of the 
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i'AC;E !':IGHT, APRIL 15, 1987 HOUSE eLI P SHF.E1' 

il-3752 
i)ctyc Four 

legislative fiscal bu:eau, the Icwa (i€~artme~t of 
2 -oub:ic health, :he hea':tr: ddta CO;'ll.&-:1~!:.:sion, t~e 
3 2eoartme~~ of human services, a~d t~e department of 
4 cc~~erce and upon request, :hose agencies shall 
5 cooperate with the co~~issior. and provide the 
6 assistance required. 
7 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 2C.8 ?ROPOSALS SUBMIT~EJ. 
8 IE any of the professio~a: pcactices have a 
9 proposal :0 submit relati~g to the regu:at~or. of t~e 

lO practice, :he proposal shall be submitted to t~e 
11 commisslon. The commission shall conduct an 
12 investigation of the impact of the proposal ctS 

:3 provided in this chapter and cONplle a record 0: lts 
l4 findings and recc~~e~dations to the ~egi51ative 
:5 council and the general assembly by ~anuary : oE each 
, r 
.0 
, ") 
1 ' 
18 
19 
20 

yea::-. The comrnissi::>n rr.ay Ei:'e interim reports wit:: 
the legislative service b~reau whe~ :~e co~~ission 
deems it ~ecessary. In its rev:ew of the proposa~, 
the co~~ission may conduct p~blic heari~gs, receive 
~estimony and conduct such additional invest~gat~ons 

2: as it deter~ines necessary to make its 
22 :eco~e!ldations.1I 

23 2. Ticle page, lines 1 through 3, by striki~g the 
24 words "re:ating to phYSIcal therapy by providing that 
25 
26 
27 
28 

physical therapy evaluation and treatment may be 
rendered without a prescripticn or referral" and 
inse~ting the :ollowing: "creating a c;:)rnmission on 
professicna: health care practices to review the 

2S fiscal a~d social i~pact oe changes in certain 
]0 profess~onal health care practices"." 

i'-3752 APRIL 14, /1987_ 
-1}..J:.~ "'.....rt-,1~ Lf/..23(U"/t: O

"' ) 

BY JOCHL~ 0: Dubuque 
SWARTZ of Marshall 
HANSON of Delaware 

. SENATE 
:l_ <"740 

2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

Amend Senate File 455, as passed by the Senate, as 
follows: 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 21 the 
following: 

"Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 148A.5 LIMlTA'l'IONS, 
A license to practice physical therapy does not 

autho:lZ e the licensee to practice operative surgery 
or os~eopathlc Or chIropractic manipulation, or to 
admlnlster Or prescribe any drug or medicine incllJded 
1n materIa medica." , , 

2. Title page, line 3, by inserting after tne 
12 ~or~ "r~ferral" the ~ollowing: "and specifying 
i3 .lmltatlO[\S on the practice of physicai therapy". 

c!'! JI.!,!'JSHAt>, of Greene 
nEIYi"fY of' ;-ldtren 
SWEARINGEN of Keokuk 

KNAPP of DubugllC 
LUNDflY of Linn 
P E1'E r~so!\ ():-

E-~-::t.O FILED !~?:<IL 1.4, 198-/ 
X~ "/-"/3 (". 'Go,;) /, " 

7r~ % J'-"-<..~- (1 I~,<v )'~-<-<Kv.-4;' S I (t 
:.r.~/. _7"" -,-V /77 (1/ If 52) ;--- v 

/H1 ) 

Carrell 



SENATE FILE 455 
H-4043 

cA2 '.,3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 

Amend the amendment, H-3740, to Senate File 455, as 
passed by the Senate, as follOws: 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 10 the 
following: 

"Sec. Section 150A.2, subsection 4, Code 
1987, is amended to read as follows: 

4. Licensed physicians and surgeons, podiatrists, 
osteopaths, chiropractors, physical therapists, 
nurses, dentists, optometrists and pharmacists who are 
exclusively engaged in the practice of their 
respective professions. 

Sec. Section 151.5, Code 1987, is arr.e~ded to 
read as follows: 

151.5 6?E?.A:'i'lE-SBR6ER't----9R86S ::"~MITATIONS ON 
PRACTICE. 

16 A license to oractice chirooractic ~he~i does noc 
17 authorize the licensee to practice oper~tive-surgery, 
18 osteopathy, ~or or physical theraov, or :0 administer 
19 or prescribe any drug or medicine lncluded in materia 
20 medica." 
21 2. Page 1, lines 12 and 13, by striking the words 
22 "specifying limitations on the practice of physical 
23 therapy" and inserting the following: "clarifying 
24 limir.ations on professional practice". 

~H-4043 FILED APRIL 28, 198} 
.. tj?<V&"'< /''-'r..-.-<<-. -,~ /i'7 ((f,/,scs-r;) 

BY HAH.!"10ND of Story 
HANSON of Delaware 

i:-~ 1.02 

... P..ti,2:l:; Se:;a:e F::e 4SS, as passec by ~he S?~2.::,e, as 

3 _. ?6ge:, line 23, by inserting af:e: t~e ~c=c 

4 "::h::::';>rac~Qr" ~he fol:cl,o,'inc: ", ex ceo': tt';c~ 2. 

~ ::CS8::a:_ :rav rec:.;;':e t:---.a: o!1ysical t!ieraFY .. ::~~~.?'::-=a:ion 
6 a~d ~~ea~~e~: n:~v:ded ~~ the hos~i~al 5~~:: ~e jo~e -----
~ O~:¥ ~~c~ o:io~ :evie~ jv and autho:iza:~c~ G~ a 
8 ;:-;~:;'::;e: :::" t~e t.~SC,i:2: 's ;:;ec:.cal 5':0.::" 

:!-4.12: 

BY PETERSO~ of ~~rrol.1 
r:r!,,130E of Ja(~i<s()n 

SE~ATL fILE 455 

~~e~c Se~ate File 455, as passed ~y t~e Se~a:ef 2S 

2 fo1:ow5: 
3 _. Page 1, line 23, by inse[~ing after ~~e word 
~ ·'c~iroprac~or." the ~ol:owing: "A license :0 p~actice 

e. 
c:: physi.ca: ~~e[a2v, does :;ot author i ZE' the l~ce~,~ee :0 

~;acr."'e ... "-"",, c'lseas~ -...... ; ,.....,!:) •• -- .. IY'" 111: • 

:;-4.lL~ :-; ;.:';L APRi.l .. Je, l.YK7 BY i;AI\.Yd:':~{ cr .J~'"'..:.;.: ,:;" 

'11;r s-j, (/ ii'S'?) 

,-
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H-3787 
SENATE FILE 455 

1 Amend th~ amendment, E-J752, to Se~at~ rl_ 
2 p~ssed by the Senatp, as fellows: 
:. 

2. :),·~.;e 

6 fullowi;~9; 

.. -
i, l~~t:, ::0, by St:!.k:;I~ -: 1-: '.,:, 

~nd. :!~~~:~~~~? th~c~oil~~~~~:: 
.... , ';jy ... ,;:"')1:::':' I,.. ... ng aJ.. ter .... .!one SO 

7 0' O~e member shall be $p ~ct2~ :rom ::~2 ~l.bl~~ 
,;] members servirlg on t;-·n ::>s\',....!"'o'~c·· ,~x,'r.I: ... :!""g bo;-·_,·, ..... " ....... ./ ..... ~--.1 .' -,_,._,1 '- ..... 
9 3. Page 2, line 1, by stri~ ~c t~0 ~Jord 'ts~::" a~~ 

10 i:lserting :~e Ecl!awing: ;ISev~;1": 
~- ..... ?~,....p ") ,; -;:::> • 0 ;..." 1 -, 1-: ,..- ~" 0.'1. - "-' J.l.il_ ;. f ""} ::, ... r ~'" ..;.;-;.g ... ~e 'worcs ;'2.:1:, 
12 four

lf 

ar.d ir,se.:-ti.:1g t:-tE' follcy .... .:.ng: "year, Ei'v::". 
13 5. Page 2, line Ii, by striking the word "four" 
14 and inserting the following: "five"_ 
15 6. Page 2, line 34, by inserting after the word 
16 "podiatry," the following: "psychology,". 

H-3787 FILED APRIL l5, 1.987 BY JOCH[JH of Dubuque 
f~ -I. '/,)3 (;;{ /~.r) 

J 

SENATE FILE 455 
H-4025 
, 
• Amend Senate File 455 as passed by the Senate as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 23, by inserting aEter the word 
4 "chiropractor" the following: ", except that physical 
5 therapy evaluation anc treatment providec in a 
6 hospital shatl be done only upon prior revIew by aI' 
7 authorization of a member ot the hospital's ~edicai 
8 staff". 

H-4025 FILF:D APRIL 27, 1987 
11/6 ,,-It <,.diC:; ) 

BY PETERSON of Carroll 
TABOR of JacKson 

., 
i 
I 

I 
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HOUSE AMENDME~T TO 

SENATE FILE 455 

$-3962 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
:4 
, -
~:> 

16 

Amend Sena te Fi Ie 45 S, as passed by the Se'na te, as 
follows: 

1. Page 1, line 23, by insert~~g after the word 
"chiropractor" the following: "" except that a 
hospital may require that physical therapy evaluation 
and treatment provided in the hospital shae" be done 
only upon prior review by and authorization of a 

b 'h h . l' .... f:.f" mem er 0.1. t. e uOsplta. 5 medIca.!. stc.&.. . 
2. Page 1, by inserting after lIne 23, the 

following: 
"Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 1481> •. 5 STANDARD OF CARE. 
A ~hysical theraoist who evaluates or treats a 

patie;t"without the'referral or prescription of a 
physician, podiatrist, or dentist or refe::al from a 
chiropractor shall be held to the standard of care 
applicable to a physician in this state," 

17 3. Page 1, by inserting after .line 23 the 
18 following: 
19 "Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 148A.6 ~ LIMITATIONS. 
20 A license to practice physical therapy does not 
21 a~thorlze the licensee to practice ope:ative surgery 
22 or osteopathIC or chiropractic manipulation, or to 
23 administer or prescribe any drug o} medicine included 
24 in materia medica," 
25 4. Title page, line 3, by inserting after the 
26 word "referral" the following: "and specifying 
27 limitations on the practice of physical therapy". 
28 5. By ,enumbering, relettering, or redesig~ating 
29 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

5-3962 
F.Lled :'11\·/ 4, 1987 
,;)."..41: _~:.-~..A----~ ~,~~ :,-,;:; (1'1':::'1) 

RECEIVED ?ROM THE HOUSE 

SE~ATE FILE 455 
5-4011 

~2' 4_SAmenc thedHobuse amendment, S-3962, :0 Se~a:e ?i:e 
~ as passe y the Senate as follows: 

~ 21 • Page 1, by striking lines 9 through 16. 
~ . By renumbering as necessary. 

5-4011 
Filed May 6, 1987 
rJ d.~0 ,f s-~ C,. '7 .:it ) 

., 

~. ~-

.}_,v ._._~_. _ . _~ ____ -=..:.:.:.::~~ 

BY WALLY E. HORK 

-



S2NATE FILE 455 

as pas5ec by tr.e Se:'.ate, as 
2 :0:10;,..:5: 
3 Page :, 
4 "b±-~~~c:,e!"':~~~" 

: ; .... .0 1"" bv: .... ... t- : - F • "'_""; _" .. _ .. se ....... ng c. .. ter t~e ""'orc 
........ 0 & ..... ~ "10: • "b .. ' 
,.01<:;: ... -.J.!...L ......... :1g. ut not O.!.d.a~os.:..s 

5 huma~ disease,". 
.:_.,; ',) '. !'j 1.1·:~ /\rl!~,., ',(I, I'JE'; 
'J /rLr .-;"// (if /£"~-Z") 

1).\ 1'/\l?'':!':\{ '.If ,J,t:.:;'" 

SE::.;':'E FILE 455 

1 Amend Senate ?ile 455, as passed by "he Sena~e, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page i, by inserting after line 23, the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. 2. NS;'i SECTION. 148A.5 STANDARD OF C)'RS. 
6 A physical :herapis: who evaluates or treats a 
7 patient without the referral or prescription 0: a 
8 physicia~, podiat=:s~, 0r de~t:st O~ referral f:om a 
9 chiropractor shal~ be held to the standard of care 

1C applicable to a physician in this state." 
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BY SWAR7Z of Mars~alJ 

passed by :he Se~a:e. 
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S EN!\':'E !\:"lEND:--~E~~ TO HOUSE AL\1E:";-Dj--iE:':T TO SENATE FI LE 455 
'1-4234 

Ame~,d tt-.e House Olr:1enC:T.enc, 5-3362, to Se:'.ace file 
455 as passed by the Se~a~e as ~oi:o~s; 

~. Page 1, by striki~g lines 9 thro:~ch 16. 
2. By renumbering as necessary. . 

E-~2J~ FlLE:J MAY 6, 1987 RECEI~E:J FROM THE SENATE 



SF.NAT~ ~'l LF; 4 SS 

AN ACT 

RELATING T'O PH'iSICAL 1'KERAPY BY PROVIDING THAT PHYSICAl, THERAPi' 

EVALUATION AND TREAT~£NT kAY BE RENDER EO WITHOUT A PRESCRIP

TION OR REt'ERRAr. AND SPECIF'{ING LIMITA1'IONS ON THE PRACTICE 

or PHYS rCAI, 'I'HERAP'i. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE or IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 148A.l, Code Supplement 1987, 1s 

amended to read as follo~s: 

148A.l Df:FIHITION. 

As used in this chapter, physical therapy is that branch of 

science that deals with the evaluation and treatment of human 

capabilities and impairments. Physical therapy uses the 
effective properties of physical Agents including, but not 

limited to, mechanical devices, heat, cold, air, light, water, 

electricity, and sound. and therapeutic exercises, and 

rehabilitative procedures to prevent. correct, minimize. or 
alleviate a physical irnpalrtt\~nt. Physical therapy includes 

the interpretation of performances. tests, and mea9ure~ents. 
the establishment and modification of physical therapy 

pr09rams, treatment planninq, consultati~e services, 
instructions to the patients, and the administration clnd 

supervision attendant to physical therapy facilities. 
Physical therapy evaluation of-hiotfleehal'ltes ~~d trea.~~~~.!. may 

be rendered bi' d physical therapist !"lith .. 2£. without a 
pre~eription-or r~ferrdl fro~-a-physteta"-or-denttstT 

Phlsteal-therapy-tre~tMe~t-shalk-be-rendered-by-a-phy~teal 

therapist -on1 y··tJ"der -pre !!IcripHor.-or-re ferral f COrti. a 

physician, podiatrist, o~ dentist. oc referr~1-frotfl-~ 

chiropractor 1 p.xce12~ ... th4: a h!?~.E...!tal may !~quire th~t ~cal 

therapy . ....£.::....<l:lu~tion and .treatmenLP!2.,:::ided i~ .~.h~hospj.t.~..l. 

e 
Senate rile 4S5, p. Z 

Shal~ ~!.~one on_~i' lIpo~p.r.i()I-'!"£~~~~.~1.. and ~~tI~9~~.~at_i0':l o( e 

~~~~~~h.!. ~C?spi ta ~. ~._rt".ed ~~cl.l .. §:taf f . 

Sec. 2. NEW SE~.TI~~. 148A.5 [.IHlTATlONS. 

A license to practice physical therapy doea not authorize 

the lic~nsee to practic~ opecative surqery or osteopathic or 

chiropractic manipulation. or to administer or prescrihe any 

druq or m.edicine included in materia medica. 
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1 hereby certify that this bill ociqinated in the Senate and 
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