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Act relating to the safety of transportation of railroad 

company workers and providing a penalty and effective date. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 2426SF 

gk/sc/14 



.... 

S.F. ~~ H.F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 327F.39 TRANSPORTATION OF 

2 RAILROAD EMPLOYEES. 

3 1. DEFINITIONS. As used in this section, unless the 

4 context otherwise requires: 

5 a. "Department" means the state department of 

6 transportation. 

7 b. "Director" means the director of transportation. 

8 c. "Administrator" means the department's administrator 

9 for rail and water, or the administrator's designee. 

10 d. "Motor vehicle" means a vehicle which is self-propelled 

11 and designed primarily for highway use, and which mayor may 

12 not be equipped with retractably flanged wheels for operation 

13 on railroad tracks. 

14 e. "Owner" means a person having the lawful use or control 

15 of a motor vehicle as holder of the legal title of the motor 

16 vehicle or under contract or lease or otherwise. 

17 f. "Place of employment" means that location where one or 

18 more workers are actually performing the labor incident to 

19 their employment. 

20 g. "Worker" means an individual employed for any period in 

21 work for which the individual is compensated, whether full-

22 time or part-time . 

23 2. MOTOR VEHICLE MAINTAINED IN SAFE MANNER. A motor 

24 vehicle provided by d railroad company and used to transport 

25 one or more workers to and from their places of employment or 

26 during the course of their employment shall be maintained in a 

27 safe manner at all times, whether or not used upon a public 

28 highway. 

29 3. RULES -- ENFORCEMENT. 

30 a. The director shall adopt pursuant to chapter 17A and 

31 the administrator shall enforce reasonable rules relating to 

32 motor vehicles used to transport wor~ers to and from their 

33 places of employment or during the course of their employment. 

34 The rules shall provide: 

35 (1) For the safe construction and maintenance of 
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1 mechanical equipment of a motor vehicle, including its 

2 coupling devices, lighting devices and reflectors, motor 

3 exhaust system, rear-vision mirrors, service and parking 

4 brakes, steering mechanism, tires, warning and signaling 

5 devices, and windshield wipers. The rules shall also require 

6 that the motor vehicle be equipped with a safe and adequate 

7 space heating device or appliance capable of maintaining a 

8 temperature of at least sixty degrees Fahrenheit in those 

9 areas of the vehicle 

10 (2) For the safe 

11 driving, loading and 

12 warning devices, and 

where workers will be required to ride. 

operation of a motor vehicle including 

carrying freight and employees, road 

the transportation of flammable and 

13 inflammable materials. 

14 (3) For the safety of employees in a motor vehicle, 

15 including emergency exits, fire extinguishers, first-aid kits, 

16 facilities for communication between cab and rear compartment, 

17 and sidewalls, canopy, and a tailgate, or other means of 

18 retaining freight safely. 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

b. 
conduct 

groups. 

minimum 

Before formulating the rules, the director shall 

hearings and invite the participation of interested 

These groups may make suggestions relating to the 

standards to be embodied in the rules. The director 

shall consider the suggestions prior to the issuance of the 

rules adopted pursuant to this section. 

c. The director may amend the rules at any time at the 

director's discretion or upon complaint by an individual or 

27 group, in the same manner as other rules are amended pursuant 

28 to chapter 17A. 

29 d. The administrator may, 1n enforcing the rules, inspect 

30 any motor vehicle used to transport workers to and from their 

31 places of employment or during the course of their employment. 

32 4. RULE VIOLATIONS. When the administrator finds that a 

33 motor vehicle used to transport workers to and from their 

34 places of employment or during the course of their employment 

35 violates a rule adopted under this section, the administrator 
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1 shall ~ake, enter, and serve upon the owner of the motor 

2 vehicle an order as necessary to protect the safety of workers 

3 transported in the motor vehicle. The administrator may 

4 direct in the order, as a condition to the continued use of 

5 the motor vehicle for transporting workers to and from their 

6 places of employment or during the course of their employment, 

7 that additions, repairs, improvements, or changes be made and 

8 that safety devices and safeguards be furnished and used as 

9 required to satisfy the rules in the manner and within the 

10 time specified in the order. The order may also require that 

11 any driver of the motor vehicle satisfy th~ minimum standards 

12 for a driver under the rules. 

13 5. PENALTY. Violation by the owner of a motor vehicle of 

14 this section, a rule adopted under this section, or an order 

15 issued under subsection 4, or willful failure to comply with 

16 such an order is, upon conviction, subject to a schedule "two" 

17 penalty as provided under section 327C.5. 

18 Sec. 2. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

19 takes effect upon its enactment. 

20 EXPLANATION 

21 This bill requires motor vehicles provided by railroad 

22 companies for transportation of their employees to and from 

23 their places of employment to be maintained in a safe manner_ 

24 The director of transportation is to adopt rules relating to 

25 the safety of transported railroad employees. 

26 A violation is a schedule "two· penalty, which, under 

27 section 327C.5, is a fine of not less than one hundred dOllars 

28 nor more than five hundred dollars. 

29 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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SENATE 2 
I';ARCH 7, 1988 

.~ SENATE FILE 450 
S-5230 

1 Amend Senate File 450 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 22 the 
3 following: 
4 "2. COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS. Motor vehicles, 
5 as defined in section 321.1, which are subject to 
6 registration and which are provided by a railroad 
7 company and used to transport railroad workers to and 
8 from their places of employment or during the course 
9 of their employment shall: 

10 a. Meet all state and federal regulations 
11 pertaining to safe construction and maintenance of 
12 motor 'lehicles, including chei r coupling devices, 
13 lighting devices and reflectors, motor exhaust 
14 systems, rear-vision mirrors, service and parking 
15 brakes, steering mechanisms, tires, warning and 
16 signaling devices, and windshield wipers. 
17 b. Meet all state and federal requirements for 
18 safety devices, first-aid kits, and sidewalls, 
19 canopies, tailgates, or other means of retaining 
20 freight safely. 
21 c. Be operated in compliance with all state and 
22 federal regulations pertaining to driving, loading, 
23 carrying freight and employees, road warning devices, 
24 and the transportation of flammable and inflammable 
25 material." 
26 2. Page 1, line 23, by striking the figure "2" 
27 and inserting the following: "3". 
28 3. By striking page 1, line 29 through page 2, 
29 line 31 and inserting the following: 
30 "4. The director shall adopt rules requiring a 
31 motor vehicle, as defined in section 321.1, which is 
32 subject to registration and which is provided by a 
33 railroad company and used to transport railroad 
34 workers to and from their places of employment or 
35 during the course of their employment to be provided 
36 with a safe heating system to maintain a reasonable 
37 comfort level in those spaces of the vehicle where the 
38 workers are required to ride." 
39 4. Page 2, line 32, by striking the figure "4" 
40 and inserting the following: "5". 
41 S. Page 3, line 13, by striking the figure "5" 
42 and inserting the following: "6". 
43 6. Page 3, line 15, by striking the figure "4" 
44 and inserting the following: "5". 
45 7. Page 3, line 16, by striking the word "two" 
46 and inserting the following; "one". 
47 8. Title page, line 1, by inserting after the 
48 word "relating" the following: "to the regulation of 
49 the operation of trains and". 
50 

BY JIDICS I-JELLS 
CiU,vIN HULT":AN 
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SENATE FILE 450 

!IMi!I~- 50 9 0 -. 
1 Amend Senate File 450 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 2, by inserting ·aEter the word 
3 "EMPLOYEES" the following: "AND EQUIPMENT". 
4 2. Title page, line 2, by inserting after the 
5 word "workers" the following: "and equipment". 

S-5090 
Filed February 17, 
~ ""/.z.z(r 4,/-,,) 

1988 BY COMMITTEE ON BUSINESS AND 
LABOR RELATIONS 
JAMES D. WELLS, Chairperson 

SENATE FILE 450 

5-5095 
1 Amend Senate File 450 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 
fOllowing: 

"Sec. NEW SECTION. 327F.31 POLITICAL 
SUBDIVISION ORDINANCES. 

An ordinance or resolution adopted by a political 
subdivision of this state which relates to the speed 
of a train in an area within the jurisdiction of the 
·political subdivision is subject to approval by the 
state department of transportation. Any speed 
ordinance or resolution adopted by a political 
subdivision of the state prior to July 1, 1988, which 
has not been approved by the department shall be 
referred to the department by the political 
subdivision and shall be in full force and effect upon 
approval of the ordinance or resolution by the 
department. This subsection does not abrogate, 
modify, or alter any historical or contractual 
agreement between a political subdivision of the state 
and a railroad corporation in existence on July:, 
1975." 

2. Renumber as necessary. 

BY JOE WELSH 
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A BILL FOR 
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~ An Act relating to the regulation of the operation of trains ar.d 

2 =0 :ne safety of transportation of railroad company workers 

3 and equipment and prov:ding a penalty ar.d effective date. 

4 BS IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TEE STATE OF IOWA: 
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 327F.31 POLITICAL SUBDIVISION 

2 ORDINANCES. 

3 An ordinance or resolution adoRted by a political 

4 subdivision of this state which relates to the speed ?E a 

5 train in an area within the jurisdiction of the political 

6 subdivision is subject to approval by the state department of 

7 transportation. Any speed ordinance or resolution ccopted oy 

8 a political subdi~on of the state prior to July 0' L988, 

9 Which has not been approved by the department shall be . ~ . 
10 referred to the department by~ the political subdivi.s~.:" lGet 

II Shall be in full force and effect upon approval 0: ~~e - ..... ~-. ...~ 

12 ordInance or resolution by the department. This s~bsec::~:l ., _ __________ L£ ...... ~_ 

13 does not abrogate, modify, or alter any historical or .. --
14 contractual agreement between a political subdivisio~ jr ~r.e _____ ..... "~""_~~"""""_N_ 
15 state and a railroad corporation in existence on July 1, 1975. 

16 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 327F. 39 TRANSPORTATION OF RAILROI'.D 

17 EMPLOYEES AND EQUIPMENT. 

18 1. DEFINITIONS. As used 1n this section. unless the 

19 context otherwise requires: 

20 a. "Department" means the state department of 

21 transportation. 

22 b. "Director" means the director of transportation. 

23 c. "Administrator" means the department's administrator 

24 for rail and water, or the administrator's designee. 

25 d. "Motor vehicle" means a vehicle which is self-propelled 

26 and designed primarily for highway use, and which mayor may 

27 not be equipped with retractably flanged wheels for operation 

28 on railroad tracks. 

29 e. "Owner" means a person having the lawful use or co~trol 

30 of a motor vehicle as holder of the legal title of the motor 

31 vehicle or under contract or lease or otherwise. 

32 f. "Place of 

33 more workers are 

34 their employment. 

employment" means that location where one or 

actually performing the labor incident to 

35 g. "Worker" means an individual employed for any period in 
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1 work for which the lndlvidual is compensated. whether full-

2 time or part-time. 

3 2. COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATIONS. :4or.or vehlcles, 3S 

4 defined in section 321.1, which are subject ~o reglstration 

5 and which are provided by a railroad company and used to 

6 5ransporc railroad workers to and frem their places of 

7 employment or during the course of their employmen: shall: -
8 a. Meet all state and federal regulations pertaining to 

9 safe construction and maintenance of motor vehicles, "ncluding 

10 their coupling devices, lighting devices and reflecto~s, motor . 
i1 exhaust systems, rear-vision mirrors, se~vice and parKing 

12 brakes, steering mechanlsms, tires, warning and signallng 

13 devices, and windshield wipers. 

14 b. Meet all state and federal requirements :or 3afety 

lS devices, first-aid kits, and sidewalls, canopies. :ai:gates, 

16 or other means of retaining freight safely . 

17 c. Be operated in compliance with all state and federal 

18 regulations pertaining to driving, loading, carrying freight 

19 and employees, road warning devices, and the transpo~tation of 

20 flammable and inflammable material. 

21 3. MOTOR VEHICLE MAINTAINED IN SAFE MANNER. A motor -22 vehicle provided b}' a railroad company and used to transport 

23 one or more workers to and ftom their places of employment or 

24 during the course of their employment shall be maintained in a 

~ 25 safe manner at all times, whether Ot not used upon a public 

" 26 highway. 

• 

27 4. The director shall adopt rules requiring a motor 

28 vehicle, as defined in section 321.1, which is subject to 

29 registration and which is provided by a railroad company and 

30 used to transport railroad workers to and from their places of 

31 employment or during the course of their employment to be 

32 provided with a safe heating system to maintain a reasonable 

33 comfort level in those spaces of the vehicle where the workers 

34 are required to ride. 

35 5. RULE VIOLATIONS. When the administrator finds that a -
-2-
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1 motor vehicle used to transport workers to and from their 

2 places of employment or during the course of their employment 

3 violates a rule adopted under this section, the administrator 

4 shall make, enter, and serve upon the owner of the mot~r 

5 vehlcle an order as necessary to protect the safety of workers 

6 transported in the motor vehicle. The administrator may 

7 direct in the order, as a condition to the contlnued use of 

8 the motor vehicle for transporting workers to and from their 

9 places of employment or during the course of their emp:oyment, 

10 that additions, repairs, improvements, or changes be made and 

11 that safety devices and safeguards be furnisned and used as 

12 required to satisfy the rules in the manner ana wlthin the 

13 time specified in the order. The order may also require that 

14 any driver of the motor vehicle satisfy the min!m";m standards 

15 for a driver under the rules. 

16 6. PENALTY. Violation by the owner of a mocor ~ehicle of -17 this section, a rule adopted under this section, or an order 

18 issued under subsection 5, or willEul failure to comply with -19 such an order is, upon conviction, subject to a schedule "one" -20 penalty as provided under section 327C.5. 

21 Sec. 3. This Act, belng deemed of immediate lmpcrtance, 

22 takes effect upon its enactment. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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used to tr,lllSP'Ort railroad Work€'l·~. to and Cron their pl,lces of 

employment 01 dur jn9 the cour~;c of thelr emplnyrr,ent to be 

provided vith d sale he;tlinq system to nalntain a reason,lblc 

cOII'II·on le ... el in ~ho!>(> ~paces ot the '/ehiclp .... here thE' ... ·orkE'ra 

arp tequir~d to (ide. 

S. RUtY. VIOLATroNS. '·Jher. ttl<.' Cldnioistrator fLods thc'1t a 
mot.Ot vehicle uscd to ~.rilnsport. workers to and fror.:"l their 

places of employment or durin') the course of their ~mployl'l'lent 

vioUltes a rule adopted undpr this Rf:oCt lon, the admtnistrato! 

shall make, enter, and s~rve upon the owncr of th~ ~otor 

vehicle an order .as nt~ces$.::uy to pr'Otect the safety of work~rs 

tranSllortt'd in tJle mOtor ·.'ellicle. The- ad~inistrator r>ay 

dLrect in the order, as a conflition t ... , the continued u~e 'OC 

the cOtOt VPhLCl~ f(.:r t.rdnspOi"':ln~ work-PI·S tu ilOd (rom t.heir 

~)lacp~ ot cr-.ployment or during the cour~e of th<.' 1 I· er:lploymefH., 

that <Hlrhtions, rep,\irs, Impro"'~mentf" or change:~ bl! :nade arod 

!.h,"lt safl:'ty devices ,\lId ~;.lfeql~ards bl?! furnished and uspd as 

requlred to S~lt9ly the rule~ 1n the nannor and within the 

tine speciti~d in thc ordtr. The order nay also requirc thd~ 

any driver of thp motor vehicle sall~f." the mininoum standard9 

for a drivpr under the rulrs. 

f.. FEt.l~LTi'. Viol,ltion by t.hE' o .... n!!! of a m:.tor vehiclll oC 

t. l"l i.,.; !.;t·ction, .:l :11;'.' J.d::>pt,~d under t.t)i~:. ~~(;t:OIl, or Cin or<}<.,( 

1!~!>\lt:,1 Ill\rit'r 5ub~;!':::_:)n ':l, (H wl .. I!·ul t.l~lul·'~ tCI r:o:'pl'i w~th 

'·~OICt' .1n (';rd"r ~~, ·":V'rl <::>nV)('t.l<)rl. :;u~Jec' :(, <t ~;cn~f:,-l(' "Oll~" 

pl·;).1lt.y CiS Pl"\)'/.,\f.'r~ ,Iltif'~ "l'("t.I,)n ~:;;·;C,'; 

e e 

;>;,:;",te r:ll~ "~G, p 

~;t>,:. 3 . • n~~~ Act, ()t':'.:'l<J d~(>ral"! of II"".Jn('t!I,!tl' i'port"nc(>, 

ta\l':o, ~ffl'r:t liyon • t!> ecactm('nt 

JO AtlN 7.!HKt:RAAN 

President o( the Spnatc 

-_...... .._--_.-
OONALO D. AVE:NSON 

Spea~er of the House 

1 hereby c~rtlfy ttlat thi~ bill ori<;linatcd in the Senate d7".C 

l~ kno~n as Spnate Filp 4S0, Sevp;)ty-second Genpral Asspmbly. 

Approv(.'d ~d_ 

'ft:!<:Ri' t. BRANS1'AO 

Governor 

JOHN F. O'fl'i'ER 

Secretary ot the Senat~ 
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