
• 

• SENATE FILE c£)c:J..3Q. 
BY COMMITTEE ON STATE 

GOVERNMENT (ul' .. ~.,~j:'" '-.0,: 

(L//"L/lt-'r.-t.'{ 1.:s ~ ~~~ 4) 
Passed Sena te, Oa te 3/0 he (; !.oc; 

:; 
Vote: Ayes 44 Nays -----"'c,..-,-_ 

Approved U tb; e 

A BILL FOR 

Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes 

21 I I OJ ft? 

Date 3/301Yl (r. ".,,0) 

S S Nays ----11''---

1 An Act relating to elections and election procedures and 

2 providing an effective date. 

3 8E IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

,_23 
24 

TLSB 8308SV 72 

jw/jw/5 



S • F. ~ go< H. Po 

1 Section 1. Section 43.11, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. For an elective county office, in the office of the 

4 county commissioner not earlier than seventy-eight days nor 

5 later than five o'clock p.m. on the fifty-fifth day prior to 

6 the day fixed for holding the primary election. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 43.20, subsection 1, Code 1987, is amended 

8 to read as follows: 

9 1. If for 8-~~8ee-e£f~ee governor, or United States 

10 senator, by at least one percent of the voters of the 

11 candidate's party, in each of at least ten counties of the 

12 state, and in the aggregate not less than one-half of one 

13 percent of the total vote of the candidate's party in the 

14 state, as shown by the last general election. 

15 Sec. 3. Section 43.20, Code 1987, is amended by adding the 

16 following new subsection 2 and renumbering the subsequent 

17 subsections: 

18 NEW SUBSECTION. 2. If for any other state office, by at 

19 least fifty signatures in each of at least ten counties of the 

20 state, and in the aggregate not less than one thousand 

21 signatures. 

22 Sec. 4. Section 43.26, Code Supplement 1987, is amended to 

23 read as follows: 

24 43.26 BALLOT -- FORM. 

25 The official primary election ballot shall be prepared, 

26 arranged, and printed substantially in the following form: 

27 PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT 

28 (Name of Party) 

29 of 

30 County of ......•. , State of Iowa, ...... Rotation (if any). 

31 Primary election held on the ..... day of June, 19 .. 

32 

33 

34 

35 

FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
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S.F. 

FOR UNITED STATES 

REPRESENTATIVE 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

............................... 
FOR GOVERNOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................................ 

H.F . 

(Followed by other elective state officers in the order in 

they appear in section 39.9 and district officers in the 

in which they appear in sections 39.15 and 39.16.) 

which 

order 

FOR COUNTY AUDITOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

21 (Followed by other elective county officers in the order in 

22 which they appear in sections 39.17 and 39.18.) 

23 FOR TOWNSHIP CLERK 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................................ 
FOR TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

(Vote for no more than two.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
________________ CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................................ 

,6 34 

9 35 

Sec. 5. 

OFFICE. 

NEW SECTION. 43.37 NUMBER OF VOTES PERMITTED PER 
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S.P. JJ3J. H.P. 

1 The elector shall 

2 dates for any office 

be permitted to vote for no more candi

than there are persons to be elected :0 

3 the office. If an elector votes for more persons for any of-

4 fice than the number permitted, the elector's ballot shall not 

5 be counted for that office. 

6 Sec. 6. Section 43.115, unnumbered paragraph 1. Code 1987. 

7 is amended to read as follows: 

8 All candidates for nominations to be made in primary 

9 elections held pursuant to section 43.112 shall file 

10 nomination papers with the city clerk not less than th~~ty 

11 forty days prior to the date of the election as established by 

12 section 43.114. except that candidates for preCinct co~~ittee 

1] member shall file affidavits of candidacy as required by 

14 section 420.130. The number of eligible electors signing 

15 petitions required for printing the name of a candidate upon 

16 the official primary ballot shall be one hundred for an office 

17 to be f i lIed by the voters of the entire city and twenty-five 

18 for an office to be Ei lled by the voters of a subdivision of 

19 the city. 

20 Sec. 7. Section 44.4. unnumbered paragraphs I and 2. Code 

21 Supplement 1987. are amended to read as follows: 

22 Nominations made under the provisions of this chapter and 

23 chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the office of the 

24 state commissioner shall be filed in that office not more than 

25 eighty-five days nor later than five o'clock p.m. on the 

26 sixty-seventh day prior to the date of the general election to 

27 be held in November; and those nominations made for a special 

28 election called pursuant to section 69.14 shall be filed not 

29 less than twenty days prior to the date of an election called 

]0 upon at least forty days' notice and not less than seven days 

]1 prior to the date of an election called upon at least ten 

32 days' notice. Nominations made pursuant to this chapter and 

33 chapter 45 whiCh are required to be filed in the office of the 

34 commissioner shall be filed in that office not more than 

35 seventy-eight days nor later than five o'clock p.m. on the 
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1 fifty-fifth day prior to the date of the general election. 

2 Nominations made under this chapter or chapter 45 for city 

3 office shall be filed not more than ~~~ty-five seventy-two 

4 days nor later than five o'clock p.m. on the fortieth forty-

5 seventh day prior to the city election with the city clerk. 

6 who shall process them as provided by law. 

7 6bjeetio" Objections to the legal sufficiency of a 

8 certificate of nomination or nomination petition or to the 

9 eligibility of a candidate may be filed by any person who 

10 would have the right to vote for a candidate for the office in 

11 question. Such objections must be filed with the officer with 

12 whom ~~eh the certificate or petition is filed and within the 

13 following time: 

14 Sec. 8. Section 44.8. Code 1987. is amended by adding the 

15 following new unnumbered paragraph: 

16 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The hearing shall be held within 

17 twenty-four hours of the receipt of the objection if a primary 

18 election must be held for the office sought by the candidate 

19 against whom the objection has been filed. 

20 Sec. 9. Section 48.1. Code 1987. is amended to read as 

21 Eollows: 

22 48.1 COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION. 

23 The commissioner of elections of each county is designated 

24 the commissioner of registration for that county. and may 

25 designate the city clerk of any city in the county. or the 

26 secretary of the board of directors of any school district 

27 which has its office in that county. as a deputy commissioner 

28 of registration who shall be responsible for voter 

29 registration. subject to the supervision of the county 

30 commissioner. The commissioner of registration or tin employee 

31 of the commissioner of registration may visit each high school 

32 located in the county. during the month of May of each year. 

33 and at other times at the discretion of the commissioner of 

,.34 

"35 

registration. and offer to register any person who is eligible 

under section 48.2 to be registered. 
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S.F. C£(~3cJ.. H.F. 

1 Sec. 10. Section 48.11, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1987, 

2 is amended to read as follows: 

3 Registration shall close in a precinct at f~ve o'clock 

4 p.m., ten days before a general or primary election arid eleven 

5 days before all other elections, except as provided in section 

6 48.3. The commissioner's office shall be open from eight 

7 o'clock a.m. until at least ~i~ five o'clock p.m. on the day 

8 registration closes prior to each regularly scheduled 

9 election. In counties where mobile deputy registrars have 

10 been appointed, the commissioner's office sha~l remain open 

11 until at least six o'clock p.m. orl the day registration closes 

12 for mobile deputy registrars to deliver completed forms, 

13 unless all mobile deputy registrars have turned in their 

14 supplies earlier. 

15 Sec. 11. Section 48.29, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

16 follows: 

17 

18 

48.29 REMOVAL OF REGISTRATION. 

Upon registration in any county of an eligible elector who 

19 was previously a resident of another county, if that 

20 individual was a qualified elector in the former county of 

21 residence, the individual's name shall be struck from the 

22 record of voters currently registered in the former county of 

23 residence. If the registrar at any time discovers that the 

24 same individual is registered at more than one residence 

2S location, the commissioner or commissioners involved shall be 

26 informed and shall follow the procedure prescribed by section 

27 48.31, subsection ~ ~. 

28 Sec. 12. Section 49.12, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

29 Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

30 If double counting boards are not appointed for precincts 

31 using paper ballots and using only three precinct election 

32 officialsL a fourth precinct election official shall be 

33 appointed from the election board panel to serve beginning at 

34 8~69-p.m~ the time the polls close to assist in counting the 

35 paper ballots. 
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1 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 49.41 MORE THAN ONE OFFICE PRO-

2 HIBITED. 

3 A candidate for public office shall not cause nomination 

4 papers to remain filed in the office of the state commlssioner 

5 or the co~"issioner on the last day of filing nomination 

6 papers, for more than one office to be filled at the general 

7 election. A candidate for a public office to be filled at the 

8 general election who has filed nomination papers for more than 

9 one office shall, not later than the final date for filing, 

10 notify the state commissioner or commissioner by affidavit for 

11 which office the person elects to be a candidate. which in no 

12 case shall be more than one. "n the event no such election is 

13 made by that date by the candidate, the state commissioner 

14 shall not certify the person's name to be placed on the ballot 

15 for any oftice nor shall the commissioner place the person's 

16 name on the ballot in any county. 

17 Sec. 14. Section 49.43. Code 1987. is amended to ~ead as 

18 follows: 

1 9 49.43 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMEN'l' OR OTHER PU"LIC MEASURE. 

20 In precincts using paper ba~lots all public measures to be 

21 voted upon by an electot at a given electicn shall be printed 

22 upon one ballot of some color other than white. In precincts 

23 using voting machines all public measures shall be placed in 

24 the question rowan the machine; however~ if it is impussible 

25 to place all the public measures on the machine ballot. or if 

26 only a portion of the qualified electors of the precinct are 

27 entitled to vote upon any measure presented. the commissioner 

28 may provide a separate paper ballot for the public measure or 

29 measures. 

30 Constitutional amendments and other public measures may be 

31 summarized by the commissioner as provided in section 52.25. 

"32 Sec. 15. Section 49.54, Code 1987. is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

49.54 COST OF PUBLICATION. Al34 

• 35 The cost of the publication required by section 49.53 • 

-6-



1 shall not exceed 6~-a~o~Mt-determi~ed-by-the-d~ree~o~-of-~he 

2 sta~e-depaPtmeftt-~f-general-ser¥±e~s-er-the-ri±reetc~~5 

J oesi~~ee !.ht"ee-fo~rth~ o_~ t.!?e f~~_rovided ':'1; ~.e.ction 

-1 fo~ the~~lic~tion of legal. !:()t.ice~~ 

) Sec. 16. Section 49.56, Code 1987, is amended ~o ~ead as 

6 follows: 

7 49.56 MAXIMU,'! COST Of PRINTING. 

8 The cost of printing the official electioll ballots and 

9 printed supplies :or voting machines shall not exceed an 

lG affietl~t-determ±~eo-by-tMe-diree~e~-ef-ehe-de~er~rne~t-ef-geMe~d~ 

11 eer'f·~ees-er-I:he-d!:ree~"r-'-!:l-desi:'lnee the usual and c:.:stoma~y 

l2 rates that the printer charges its regular customers. 

~3 Sec. 17. Section 49.77, subsection 4, Code Supple~ent 

14 1987, is amended to :ead as :ollows: 

15 4. A person whose name does not appear on the election 

16 register of the precinct in which that person claims the right 

17 to vote shall not be permitted to vote, except in the 

18 circumstance described in section 48.7, subsection 1, 

19 paragraph "b u
, unless the commissioner informs the preclnct 

20 election officials that an error has occurred and that the 

21 person is a qualified elector of that precinct. If the 

22 commissioner finds no record of the person's registration but 

23 the person insists that the person is a qualified elector of 

24 that precinct, the precinct election officials shall allow the 

25 person to cast a ballot in the manner prescribed by section 

26 49.8l. 

27 Sec. 18. Section 49.80, subsection 3, Code 1987, is 

28 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

29 thereof the following: 

30 3. Any resident of a county whose registration in that 

31 county has been canceled because first class mail was returned 

32 by the postal service during the four years preceding the 

33 election in progress shall be permitted to vote in the 

34 precinct of the person's current residence if the person's 

35 previous registration in the county can be verified on 
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1 election day in the manner prescribed in section 48.7, 

2 subsection 1, paragraph "bOo 

3 Sec. 19. Section 50.45, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

4 follows: 

5 50.45 CANVASS PUBLIC -- RESULT DETERMINED. 

6 All canvasses of tally lists shall be public, and the 

7 persons having the greatest number of votes shall be declared 

8 elected. When a public measure has been submitted to the 

') electors, the proposition shall be declared to have been 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

ad?pted if the vote cast in favor of the question is equal to 

one vote more than fifty percent of the total vote cast in 

favor and against the question, unless laws pertaining 

speci.fically to the public measure election e~tablish a higher 

percentage of a favorable vote. All ballots cast and not 

counted as a vote i.r. favor or against the proposition shall 

not be used in computin..sL...!he total vote cast in favor and 

against the proposition. 

18 Sec. 20. Section 51.1, Code 1987, IS amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 51.1 ELECTION COUNTING BOARD. 

21 In all election precincts the board of supervisors may 

22 authorize the commissioner to appoint for each ~rim6ry-6nd 

23 ~enera~ election in which a high voter turnout is anticipated 

24 five additional precinct election officials to be known as the 

25 election counting board. 

26 Sec. 21. Section 51.7, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 51.7 DUTIES OF DOUBLE BOARDS. 

29 The counting boards shall proceed to the respective voting 

30 places to which they have been appointed,-6~-ene-e~e~eek-p.m., 

31 er-~n-~ny-preeine~-±n-w~±e~-the-eemm±ss±ener-g~all-deem-±~ 

32 neeee~arY7-6~-sne~-e6r~ier-~eur-af~er-nine-e~eleek-6.m.7 ~ 

33 such time as the commissioner may direct, and shall take 

34 charge of the ballot box containing the ballots already cast 

35 in that precinct. ~~ The counting board shall retire to a 
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1 partitioned space or room provided for that purpose and there 

2 proceed to count and tabulate the ballots as it shall find 

3 them deposited in the ballot box. The receiving board shall 

4 continue to receive the votes of electors in the other box 

5 provided, until such time as the counting board shall have 

6 finished counting and tabulating the ballots cast in the first 

7 ballot box. The two boards shall then exchange the first box 

8 for the second box and so continue until they have counted and 

9 tabulated all the votes cast on that election day. When the 

10 hour arrives for closing the polls, the receiving board shall 

11 certify to all matters pertaining to casting of ballots and 

12 shall then unite with the counting board in the counting of 

13 ballots. The precinct election officials shall then divide 

14 the ballots not counted and each group of officials shall 

15 proceed to canvass their portion of the same. When the 

16 canvass has been completed the officials shall report the 

17 result of their canvass in the manner provided by section 

18 50.11. 

19 Sec. 22. Section 52.22, unnumbered paragraph I, Code 1987, 

20 1S amended to read as follows: 

21 The precinct election officials shall, as soon as the count 

22 is completed and fully ascertained as in this chapter 

23 required, lock the machine against voting, and it shall so 

24 remain until thirty days after the proclamation of the results 

25 of ~6~d the election, except that it shali remain locked only 

26 ten days after a primary or school election, and only two days 

27 after a city primary election, if such election is not 

28 contested. 

29 Sec. 23. Section 52.25, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 52.25 SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT OR PUBLIC MEASURE. 

32 The question of a constitutional convention, amendments~ 

33 and public measures inCluding bond issues may be voted on the 

34 voting machines and on special paper ballots and ballot cards 

35 in the following manner: 

-9-
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1 The entire convention question, amendment or public measure 

2 shall be printed and displayed prominently in at least ~we 

3 four places within the voting precinct~ and inside each voting 

4 booth~ on the left-hand side inside the curtain of each 

5 voting machine, ",a±d thE:_ printing to be in conformity with the 

6 provisions cf chapter 49. The public weasure shall be 

7 summarized by the commiss~.one.c and in the largest type 

8 possible print.ed on the 2Peci~?-~ p2per __ b~}.lots, .ba}lot carE~-.!.. 

9 or inserts used i~ ~8~d the votino ffiachl:les, except that: 

10 1. In th~ case of the que3tion of a constituti.onal 

11 conventiOry1 0: of a~ amenjme!lL or meaStlre to b~ voted on in 

13 reaeh±:l.'H::-±ft~~~:::~;~ ,~:-;~~ll b'2 w()rd:?:d by the state comr':U .. SSlonel~ of 

14 elections as t'equ.; .. red by section 49. 447-aft.d.~ 

15 2. the case of a 0JbJ.ic question to be voted on in a 

16 political subdiv:.sion lyi'9 in more than one county, the 

thE! commissioner responsible under 

18 section 47~2 for conduc~~.ng ttat electlon~ 

19 Sec, 24. Sect unnumbered paragraph 1. Code 1987, 

20 is amended to read as follows: 

21 The provisions of this section ~hatt apply. in lieu of 

22 sections 5J~1 to 50.12L to allY precinct for those elections at 

23 which voting is conducted by means of an electronic voting 

24 syste-m and the ballots are to be counted at a counting center_, 

25 Sec. 25. Section 52.32. subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

26 amended to read as follows: 

27 2. Phe If ballot cards are used and write-in votes are 

28 cast on a separate envelo~~r write-in ballot, the precinct 

29 election officials shall next count the write-in votes cast in 

30 the precinct, if any. 

31 w~±~e-±n-ba±±e~g-e~-en~e±epe"'-fe~-~eeerd±ng-w~±~e-±n-~e~eg-a~e 

32 tlseo,-a±± special paper ballots or ballot cards are used and 

33 write-in votes are recorded directly upon the ballot, this 

34 subsection does not apply. All ballots or envelopes on which 

35 write-in votes have been recorded shall be serially numbered, 
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1 starting with the number one, and the same number shall be 

2 placed on the regular ballot card of that voter. The precinct 

3 election official shall compare the write-in votes with the 

4 votes cast on the ballot card. If the total number of votes 

5 for any office exceeds the number allowed by law, a notation 

6 to that effect shall be entered on the back of the ballot card 

7 and the votes for the office involved shall not be counted. 

R Sec. 26. Section 53.22, subsection 5, Code Supplement 

9 19R7, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 

10 paragraph: 

Il NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Absentee ballots voted under 

12 this subsection shall be delivered to the co~missioner no 

13 later than the time the polls are closed on election day. 

14 the ballot is retllrned by mail the carrier envelope must be 

. " lc 

15 clearly postmarked by an officially authorizpd postal se<vice 

16 not later than the day before the election and received by the 

:7 ccmmissioner no later than the t:me established tor the 

18 canvaSS by the board of supervisors for that elect.on. 

19 Sec. 27. Section 53.38, Code 1987, is amended to react as 

20 follows: 

21 53.38 AFFI~AVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION. 

22 Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or 

23 53.45 on behalf oE a voter in the armed forces ot the United 

24 States, the affidavit upon the ballot e~velope of such voter, 

25 if the voter is feund to be an eligible elector of the county 

26 to which the ballot is submitted, shall consti~ute a 

27 suffiCient registration under the prOVisions of chapter 48 a~d 

28 the commissioner shall place the voter's ~ame on the 

29 registration record as a qualified elector, if it does not 

]0 already appear there. 

31 Sec. 28. Section 53.45, subsections 1 and 4, Code 

32 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

33 1. As provided in this section, the commissioner shall 

34 provide special absentee ballots to be used for state general 

35 elections. A special absentee ballot shall only be provided 

. , 
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S.P. ~~~ H.F. 

1 to a-qtla~~fied an eligible elector who completes an 

2 application stating both oE the following to the best of ~he 

3 qtla~~fied eligible elector's belief: 

4 a. The qtlB~i£ied eligible elector will be residing or 

5 stationed or working outside the continental United States. 

6 b. The qna~ified eligible elector will be unable to vote 

7 and return a regular absentee ballot by normal mail delivery 

8 within the period provided for regular absentee ballots. 

9 The application for a special absent~e ballot shall not be 

10 filed earlier than ninety days prior to the general election. 

11 The special absentee ballot shall list the offices and 

12 measures, if known, scheduled to appear on the general 

13 election ballot. The qnalified eligible elector may use the 

14 special absentee ballot to write in the name of any eligible 

15 candidate for each office and may vote on any measure. 

16 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 53.49, a 

17 qtla~~fied an eligible elector who requests a special absentee 

18 ballot under this section may also make application for an 

19 absentee ballot under section 53.2 Or an armed forces absentee 

20 ballot under section 53.40. If the regular absentee or armed 

21 forces absentee ballot is properly voted and returned, the 

22 special absentee ballot is void and the commissioner shall 

23 reject it in whole when speclal absentee ballots ate 

24 canvassed. 

25 Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 53.53 FEDERAL WRITE-IN BALLOTS. 

26 Upon receipt of an official federal write-in ballot, the 

27 commissioner shall examine the voter's written declarations on 

28 the envelope. If it appears :hat the voter is eligible to 

29 vote under the provisions of this division. has applied in a 

30 timely fashion for an absentee ballot, and has complied with 

31 all requirements for the ~ederal write-in ballot, then the 

32 federal write-in ballot is valid unless the Iowa absentee 

33 ballot is received in time to be counted. 

34 The voter's declaration or affirmation on the Eedera! 

35 write-i~ ballot constitutes a sufficient registration under 

-12-
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1 the provisions of chapter 48 and the commissioner shall place 

2 the voter's name on the registration record as a qualified 

3 elector, if the voter's name does not already appear on the 

4 registration record. No witness to the oath is necessary. 

5 The federal write-in ballot shall not be counted if any of 

6 the following apply: 

7 1. The ballot was submitted from within the United States. 

8 2. The voter's application for a regular absentee ballot 

9 was received by the commissioner less than thirty days prior 

10 to the election. 

11 3. The voter's completed regular or special Iowa absentee 

12 ballot was received by the deadline for return of absentee 

13 ballots established in section 53.17. 

14 4. The voter's federal write-in ballot was received after 

15 the deadline for return of absentee ballots established in 

16 section 53.17. 

17 Sec. 30. Section 277.4, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

18 Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

19 The secretary of the school board shall acceEt the petition 

20 for filing if on its face it aEEears to have the requisite 

21 number of signatures and if it is timely filed .. The secretary 

22 of the school board shall note upon each Eetition and 

23 affidavit acceEted for filing the_date and time that the 

24 Eetition was filed. The secretary of the school board shall 

25 deliver all nomination petitions, together with the complete 

26 text of any public measure being submitted by the board to the 

27 electorate, to the county commissioner of elections not later 

28 than five o'clock p.m. on the day following the last day on 

29 which nomination petitions can be filed. 

30 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. Any person on whose behalf ~ominatior. 

31 petitions have been filed under this section may withdraw as a 

32 candidate by filing a signed statement to that effect with the 

33 eomm±~~iofte~ secretary at any time prior to five o'clock p.m. 

34 on the thirty-fifth day before the election. 

35 Sec. 31. NEW SECTION. 277.5 OBJECTIONS TO NOMINATIONS. 

-13-
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1 Objections to the legal sufficiency of a nomination peti-

2 tion or to the eligibility of a candidate may be filed by any 

3 person who would have the right to vote for a candidate for 

4 the office in question. The objection must be filed with the 

5 secretary of the school board at least thirty days before the 

6 day of the school election. When objections are filed notice 

7 shall forthwith be given to the candidate affected, addressed 

8 to the candidate's place of residence as given on the 

9 candidate's affidavit, stating that objections have been made 

10 to the legal sufficiency of the petition or to the eligibility", 

11 of the candidate, and also stating the time and place the 

12 objections will be considered. 

13 Objections shall be considered not later than two working 

14 days following the receipt of the objections by the president 

15 of the school board, the secretary of the school board, and 

16 one additional member of the school board chosen by ballot. 

17 If objections have been filed to the nominations of either of 

18 those school officials, that official shall not pass on the 

19 objection. The official's place shall be filled by a member 

20 of the school board against whom no objection exists. The 

21 replacement shall be chosen by ballot. 

22 Sec. 32. Section 280A.15, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

23 amended to read as follows: 

24 2. Each candidate for member of the board of directors of 

25 a merged area shall be nominated by a petition signed by not 

26 less than fifty eligible electors of the director district 

27 from which the member is to be elected. The petition shall 

28 state the number of the director district from which the 

29 candidate seeks election, and the candidate's name and status 

30 as an eligible elector of the director district. Signers of 

31 the petition, in addition to signing their names, shall show 

32 their residence, including street and number if any, the 

33 school district in which they reside, and the date they signed 

34 the petition. Eaeh-noffi±na~±on-pape~-shaii-have-appended-~o-±~ 

35 an-aff±dav±~-o£-aft-ei±9±b±e-eiee~o~-o~he~-~han-~he-eaftd±da~e 
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1 i~-s~bstantiatty-the-form-p~o~ioeo-in-seetion-43.117-e~eept-as 

2 to-party-affiliation. The petition shall include the 

3 affidavit of the candidate being nominated, stating the 

4 candidate's name and residence, and that the individual is a 

5 candidate, is eligible for the office sought, and if elected 

6 will qualify for the office. 

7 Sec. 33. Section 331.203, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 

9 1. The 

10 the number 

board may by resolution, or shall upon petition of 

of qtlali£ieo eligible electors of the county as 

11 specified in section 331.306, submit to the qualified electors 

12 of the county at a general election a proposition to increase 

13 the number of supervisors to five. 

14 Sec. 34. Section 331.204, subsection 1, Code 1987, 1S 

15 amended to read as follows: 

16 1. In a county having a five-member board, the board may 

17 by resolution, or shall upon petition of the number of 

18 qtlatif±ed eligible electors of the county as specified in 

19 section 331.306, submit to the qualified electors of the 

20 county at a general election a proposition to reduce the 

21 number of supervisors to three. 

22 Sec. 35. Section 331.207, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

23 amended to read as follows: 

24 1. The board, upon petition of the number of qtlatieied 

25 eligible electors of the county as specified in section 

26 331.306, shall call a special election to be held for the 

27 purpose of selecting one of the supervisor representation 

28 plans specified in section 331.206 under which the board of 

29 supervisors shall be elected. 

30 Sec. 36. Section 3038.3, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

31 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

32 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The votes cast in the election 

33 shall be canvassed and abstracts of the votes cast shall be 

34 promptly certified by the commissioner to the commissioner of 

35 elections who is responsible under section 47.2 for conducting 

-15-



e 

S.F. ~~3~ H.P. __ _ 

1 elections for that regional library board. In each county 

2 whose commissioner of elections is responsible under sect:on 

3 47.2 for conducting elections held for a regional library 

4 board, the county board of supervisors shall convene at nine 

5 o'clock a.m. on the third Monday in November, canvass the 

6 abstracts of votes cast and declare the results of the voting. 

7 The commissioner shall at once issue certificates of election 

8 to each person declared elected. 

9 Sec. 37. Section 376.4, unnumbered paragraphs 5 and 6, 

10 Code Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

11 If the city clerk is not readilv available during normal 

12 office hours, the city clerk shall designate other employees 

13 or officials of the city who are ordinarily available to 

14 accept nomination Dapers under this section. The city clerk 

15 shall accept the petition for filing if on its face it appears 

16 to have the requisite number of signatures and if it is timely 

17 filed. The city clerk shull note upon each petition and 

18 affidavit accepted for filing tr.', date and time that the 

19 petition was filed. 

20 The city clerk shall deliver all nomination petitions 

21 together with the text of any_public measure b~ing s~bmitted 

22 by the city council to the electorate to the county 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

12 

33 

jl} 

~5 

commissioner of elections not later than five o'clock p.m. on 

the day foLlowing the last day on which nomination petitions 

can be filed. 

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. Any person on whose behalf nomination 

petitions have been filed under this section may withdraw as a 

candidate by filing a signed statement to that effect as 

prescribed in section 44.9. Objectio~s 

s~ffjciency of petitions shall be filed 

to the legai 

1n accordance with the 

provisions of sections 44 .. '1, 44.S, C!nd 44.S. 

Sec. 38. Section 376.6, Code 1987, 1S amended by adding 

the fo:lowing new unnumbered paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Each city clerk shall certify to 

the corrunissioner of eleCl:io(';s r€spons~ble under s2ccion '!7. 2 



S.F. ~~.3t)., H.F. 

1 for conducting elections for that city the type of nomination 

2 process to be used for the city no later than seventy-seven 

3 days before the date of the regular city election. If the 

4 city has by ordinance chosen a runoff election or has chosen 

5 to have nominations made in the manner provided by chapter 44 

6 or 45, or has repealed nomination provisions under those 

7 sections in preference for the primary election method, a copy 

8 of the city ordinance shall be attached. No changes in the 

9 method of nomination to be used in a city shall be made after 

10 the clerk has filed the certification with the commissioner, 

11 unless the change will not take effect until after the next 

12 regular city election. 

13 Sec. 39. Section 376.8, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

14 amended by adding the fOllowing new unnumbered paragraph: 

15 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. In calculating the number of 

16 votes necessary to constitute a majority, fractions shall be 

17 rounded up to the next higher whole number. 

18 Sec. 40. Section 376.11, Code 1987, is amended by striking 

19 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

20 376.11 WRITE-IN VOTES. 

21 Write-in votes are permitted to be cast in all elections 

22 for city offices. A person who receives a sufficient number 

23 of write-in votes to be elected to a city office shall be 

24 declared the winner of the election. If a person who was 

25 elected by write-in votes chooses not to serve in that office 

26 the person shall submit a resignation in writing to the city 

27 clerk not later than five o'clock p.m. on the day following 

28 the canvass of the election. If a person who was elected by 

29 write-in votes reSigns at a later t~me, the office shall be 

30 considered vacant at the end of the term and the council shall 

31 fill the vacancy pursuant to the provisions of section 372.13, 

32 subsection 2. 

33 Except in cities where the council has chosen a runoff 

34 election in lieu of a primary, following the resignation of a 

35 person who was elected by write-in votes, the city clerk shall 
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1 notify the person who received the next highest number oE 

2 votes cast for the office that the person may assume the 

3 office. If the person accepts the position. the person s~all 

4 be considered the duly elected officer unless a petition 

5 requesting a special election is filed by eligible electo:s 0f 

6 the city equal in number to twenty-five percent of the number 

7 of persons who voted for the office at the election. If the 

8 person declines. the person shall do so in writing to the city 

9 clerk within ten days and the office shall be considered 

10 vacant at the end of the term. The vacancy shall be filled 

11 pursuant to the provisions of section 372.13. sllbsection 2. 

12 If the council chooses to appoint, the appointment may be made 

13 before the end of the current term. 

14 In city primary elections any person who receives write-in 

15 votes shall execute an affidavit in substantially the form 

16 required by section 45.3, and file it with the county com-

17 missioner of elections or the city clerk not later than five 

18 o'clock p.m. on the day after t~~ canvass of the primary 

19 election. If any person who received write-in votes fails to 

20 file the affidavit at the time required. the county commis-

21 sioner shall disregard the write-in votes cast for that per-

22 son. A notation shall be made on the abstract of votes 

23 showing Which persons who received write-in votes filed af-

24 fidavits. The total number of votes cast for each office on 

25 the ballot shall be amended by subtracting the write-in votes 

26 of those candidates who failed to file the affidavit. It is 

27 not necessary for a candidate whose name was printed upon the 

28 ballot to file an affidavit. Of the remaining candidates. 

29 those who receive the highest number of votes to Lhe extent of 

30 twice the number of unfilled positions shall be ~laced un the 

31 ballot for the regular city election as candidates for that 

32 office. 

33 In cities in which the city council has chosen a runoff 

34 election in lieu of a prl!Tlary. if a persoli vlnO was elected by 

35 write-in votes chooses not to accept the office by filing a 
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1 resignation notice with the city clerk or commissioner of 

2 elections not later than five o'clock p.m. on the day follow-

3 ing the canvass, all remaining persons who received write-in 

4 votes and who wish to be considered candidates for the runoff 

5 election shall execute an affidavit in substantially the form 

6 required by section 45.3 

7 sioner or the city clerk 

8 the fourth day following 

9 write-in votes fails to 

and 

not 

the 

file 

file it with the county commis

later than five o'clock p.m. of 

canvass. If a person receiving 

the affidavit at the time 

10 required, the county commissioner of elections shall disregard 

11 the write-in votes cast for that person. The abstract of 

12 votes shall be amended to show that the person who was 

13 declared elected declined the office and a notation shall be 

14 made next to the names of those persons who did not file the 

15 affidavit. A runoff election shall be held with the remaining 

16 candidates who have the highest number of votes to the extent 

17 of twice the number of unfilled positions. 

18 In a city in which the council has chosen a runoff election 

19 if no person was declared elected for an office all persons 

20 who received write-in votes shall execute an affidavit in 

21 substantially the form required by section 45.3 and file it 

22 with the county commissioner of elections or the city clerk 

23 not later than five o'clock p.m. on the day following the 

24 canvass of votes. If any person who received write-in votes 

25 fails to file the affidavit the county commissioner of elec-

26 tions shall disregard the write-in votes cast for that person. 

27 The abstract of votes shall be amended to note which of the 

28 write-in candidates failed to file the affidavit. A runoff 

29 election shall be held with the remaining candidates who have 

30 the highest 

31 of unfilled 

32 Sec. 41. 

33 follows: 

number of votes to the extent of twice toe number 

positions. 

Section 420.130, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

34 420.130 AFFIDAVIT OF CANDIDACY. 

35 Candidates for city precinct committee member shall cause 
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1 

2 

) 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

their names to be printed on the prlmary ballot by filing an 

affidavit as provided for in section 43.18 with the county 

commissioner of elections at least ~hi"~7 forty days pr ior to 

the day fixed for conducting the primary election. 

Sec. 42. EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 1 of this Act takes 

effect January 1, 1989. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill makes numerous technical and other changes in the 

laws governing elections and election procedures. The changes 

affect filing dates, the number of signatures required to 

nominate a partisan candidate, the explanations regarding 

maximum number of candidates fo~_wbO~ a primary election voter 

may vote, procedures for objections to nominations, hours and 

times auditors' offices must be open for voter registration, 

15 the number of offices a candidate may seek, the cost of 

l6 publication and printing of ballots, procedures relating to 

17 change of address within a county, the percentage of votes 

18 needed to pass a public measure, procedures for tabulatlng 

19 votes, absentee ballot and fede.al write-in ballot provisions, 

20 procedures in school, merged area, and regional lihrary 

21 elections, and nominations, write-ins, and other procedures in 

22 city elections. 

2) 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Section 1, relating to an initial filing date for candi

dates for county offices, takes effect January 1, 1989. Other 

provisions take effect July 1, 1988. 

SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2224 (LSB 8308SC) 

LSB 8308SV 72 
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SI:N:'.TE FILE 2232 
5-:3234 

1 Amend Senate File 2232 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 

1. By striking page 7, line 27 through page 8, 
line 2, and inserting the following: 

"Sec. ___ Section 50.22, Code Supplement 1987, is 
5 amended to read as follows: 
6 50.22 SPECIAL PRECINCT BOARD TO D£T£&~INE 
7 CHALLENGES. 

Upon being reconvened, the special precinct 8 
9 election board shall review the information upon the 

10 envelopes bearing the special ballots, and all 
11 evidence submitted in support of or opposition to the 
12 right of each challenged person to vote in the 
13 election. The board may divide itself into panels of 
14 not less than three members each in order to hear and 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 

_
29 
30 

, 31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

determine two or more challenges simultaneously, but 
each panel shall meet the requirements of section 
49.12 as regards political party affiliation of the 
members of each panel. 

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The decision to count or reject 
each ballot shall be made upon the basis of the 
information given on the envelope containing the 
special ballot, the evidence concerning the challenge, 
the registration and.....t.he returned receipts. of 
registration. If the challenged voter's registration 
was canceled in the same county where the person 
attempted to vote because first class mail was 
returned by the postal service during the four years 
preceding the election in orogress, the person's 
ballot shall be accepted Eor counting and the 
elector's reg~stration shall be reinstated. 

If a special ballot is rejected, the person casting 
the ballot shall be notified by the commissioner 
within ten days of the reason for the rejection, on 
the form prescribed by the state commissioner pursuant 
to section 53.25, and the envelope containing the 
special ballot shall be preserved unopened and 
disposed of in the same manner as spoiled ballots. 
The special ballots which are accepted shall be 
counted in the manner prescribed by section 53.24. 
The commissioner shall make public the number of 
special ballots rejected and not counted, at the time 
of the canvass of the election." 

2. Page 20, by striking lines 5 and 6 and 
inserting the following: 

"Sec. • EFFECTIVE DATE. 
1. Thrs-Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

takes effect upon enactment. 
2. However, the amendment to section 43.11, 

subsection 1, Code 1987, as enacted by this Act, takes 
effect January 1, 1989, and all sections of this Act 

1 except 
2 1, and 
3 effect 

the sections amending section 43.11, subsection 
section 50.22, Code Supplement 1987, take 
July 1, 1988." 

4 3. By numbering and re~umbering as necessary. 

5-5234 
Filed March 7, 1988 
j t!,;_CA ;!to (If !//) 

" V 

BY MICHAEL E. GRON5TAL 
RICHARD F. DRAKE 



SENATE FILE 2232 

5-5173 

1 Amend Senate File 2232 as follows: 
2 1. Page 8, lines 10 and 11, by striking the words 
3 "equal to one vote mOre" and inse~ting the following: 
4 ·'greater". 

S-5173 
Filed February 29, 1988 
:;.i,?~.! ,r;~ (i' 1;1.1,) 

S-5233 

BY MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 

SENATE FILE 2232 

1 Amend Senate File 2232 as follows: 
2 1. By striking page 6, line 32 through page 7, 
3 line 4. 
4 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

S-5233 
Filed March 7, 1988 
{i ;"':b'-C.~i J,i} ::" if. -; :u/ ) 

;.: 

BY MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 

-
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SENATE FILE: 2232 
BY COMMITTEE ON STATE 

GOVERNMENT 

(AS AMENDED AND PASSED BY THE SENATE l-lARCH 10, 1988) 

- New Language by the Senate 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

* - Language Stricken by the Senate 

A BILL FOR 

Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes 

Da t.e 

1 An Act relating to elections and election procedures and 

2 providing an effective date . 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

SF 2232 

j'w/cc/26 
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1 Section 1. Section 43.11, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. For an elective county office, in the office of the 

4 county commissioner not ea~lier than seventy-eight days nor 

5 later than five O'clock p.m. on the fifty-fifth day prior to 

6 the day fixed for holding the primary election. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 43.20, subsection 1, Code 1987, is amended 

8 to read as follows: 

9 1. If for a-~~aee-o££iee governor, or an~ted States 

10 senator, by at least one percent of the voters of the 

11 candidate's party, in each of at least ten counties of the 

12 state, and in the aggregate not less than one-half of one 

13 percent of the total vote of the candidate's party in the 

14 state, as shown by the last general election. 

15 Sec. 3. Section 43.20, Code 1987, is amended by adding the 

16 following new subsection 2 and renumbering the subsequent 

17 subsections: 

18 NEW SUBSECTION. 2. :f for any other state office, by at 

19 least fifty signatures in each of at least ten counties of the 

20 state, and in the aggregate not less than one thousand 

21 signatures. 

22 Sec. 4. Section 43.26, Code Supplement 1987, is amended to 

23 read as follows: 

24 43.26 BALLOT -- FORM. 

25 The official primary election ballot shall be prepared, 

26 arranged, and printed substancially in the following form: 

27 PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT 

28 (Name of party) 

29 of 

]0 County of ........ , State of Iowa, ...... Rotation (if any). 

31 Primary election held cn the •.•.. day of June, 19 .. 

32 FOR UNITED STATES SENP.TOR 

33 (Vote tor no more than one.) 

34 CA~DIDATE' S NAME 

35 CANDIDATE'S NAME 

- ~ -
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

S.F. ;ZZ3Z H.F • 

FOR UNITED STATES 

REPRESENTATIVE 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................................ 
FOR GOVERNOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

13 (Followed by other elective state officers in the order in 

14 which they appear in section 39.9 and district officers in the 

15 order in Which they appear in sections 39.15 and 39.16.) 

16 FOR COUNTY AUDITOR 

17 

18 

19 

20 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

............................... 
21 (Followed by other elective county officers in the order in 

22 which they appear in sections 39.17 and 39.18.) 

23 FOR TOWNSHIP CLERK 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 Sec. 5. 

35 OFFICE. 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

FOR TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

(Vote for no more than two.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

................................ 
NEW SECTION. 43.37 NUMBER OF VOTES PERMITTED PER 
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1 The elector shall be permitted to vote for no more candi-

2 dates for any office than there are persons to be elected to 

3 the office. If an elector votes for more persons for any of-

4 fice than the number permitted, the elector's ballot shall not 

5 be counted for that office. 

6 Sec. 6. Section 43.115, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1987, 

7 is amended to read as follows: 

8 All candidates for nominations to be made in primary 

9 elections held pursuant to section 43.112 shall file 

10 nomination papers with the city clerk not less than thirty 

11 forty days prior to the date of the election as established by 

12 section 43.114, except that candidates for precinct committee 

13 member shall file affidavits of candidacy as required by 

14 section 420.130. The number of eligible electors signing 

15 petitions required for printing the name of a candidate upon 

16 the official primary ballot shall be one hundred for an office 

17 to be filled by the voters of the entire city and twenty-five 

18 for an office to be filled by the voters of a subdivision of 

19 the city. 

20 Sec. 7. Section 44.4, unnumbered paragraphs 1 and 2, Code 

21 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

22 Nominations made under the provisions of this chapter and 

23 chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the office of the 

24 state commissioner shall be filed in that office not more than 

25 eighty-five days nor later than five o'clock p.m. on the 

26 sixty-seventh day prior to the date of the general election to 

27 be held in November; and those nominations made for a special 

28 election called pursuant to section 69.14 shal: be filed not 

29 less than twenty days prior to the date of an election called 

30 upon at least forty days' notice and not less than seven days 

31 prior to the date of an election called upon at least ten 

32 days' notice. Nominations made pursuant to this chapter and 

33 chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the office of the 

34 commissioner shall be filed in that office not more than 

35 seventy-eight days nor later than five o'clock p.m. en the 
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1 fifty-fifth day prior to the date of the general election. 

2 Nominations made under this chapter or chapter 45 for city 

3 office shall be filed not more than ~ixey-five seventy-two 

4 days nor later than five o'clock p.m. on the foreieen forty-

5 seventh day prior to the city election with the city clerk, 

6 who shall process them as provided by law. 

7 8bjeetion Objections to the legal sufficiency of a 

8 certificate of nomination or nomination petition or to the 

9 eligibility of a candidate may be filed by any person who 

10 would have the right to vote for a candidate for the office :n 

11 

12 

13 

14 

question. 

whom g~e!'l 

following 

Sec. 8. 

Such objections 

the certificate 

time: 

Section 44.8, 

must be filed 

or Eeti tion is 

Code 1987, is 

15 following new unnumbered paragraph: 

wi th the officer with 

filed and within the 

amended by adding ~l"'.e 

16 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The hearing shall be held wit~in 

17 twenty-four hours of the receipt of the objection if a pri~ary 

18 election must be held for the office sought by the candidate 

19 against been filed. 
.:. -:~'," .., 

20 Sec. 

whom the objection has 

9. Section 48.1, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

• "" " 

21 follOWS: 

22 48.1 COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION. 

23 The commissioner of elections of each county is designated 

24 the commissioner of registration for that county, and may 

25 designate the city clerk of any city in the county, or the 

26 secretary of the board of directors of any school district 

27 which has its office in that county, as a deputy commissioner 

28 of registration who shall be responsible for voter 

29 registration, subject to the supervision of the county 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

30 commissioner. The commissioner of registration or an employee 

of the commissioner of registration may visit each high school 

located in the county, during the month of May of each year, 

and at other times at the discretion of the commissioner of 

registration, and offer to register any person who is eligible 

under section 48.2 to be registered. 
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1 Sec. 10. Section 48.11, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code :987, 

2 is amended to read as follows: 

3 Registration shall close in a precinct at five o'clock 

4 p.m., ten days before a general or primary election and eleven 

5 days before all other elections, except as provided in section 

6 48.3. The commissioner's office shall be open from eight 

7 o'clock a.m. until at least ~ix five o'clock O.m. on the -- . day 

8 registration closes prior to each regularly scheduled 

9 election. In counties where mobile deputy registrars have 

10 been appointed, the commissioner's office shall remain ooen 

11 until at least six o'clock p.m. on the day registration closes 

12 for mobile deputy registrars to deliver completed forms, 

13 unless all mobile deputy registrars have turned in thei~ 

14 supplies earlier. 

15 Sec. 11. Section 48.29, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

16 follows: 

17 48.29 REMOVAL OF REGISTRATION. 

18 Upon registration in any county of an eligible electo~ who 

19 was previously a resident of another county, if that 

20 individual was a qualified elector in the former county ::of 

21 residence, the individual's name shall be struck from the 

22 record of voters currently registered in the former county of 

23 residence. If the registrar at any time discovers that t~e 

24 same individual is registered at more than one residence 

25 location, the commissioner or commissioners involved shall be 

26 informed and shall follow the procedure prescribed by section 

27 48.31, subsection T 6. 
28 Sec. 12. Section 49.12, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

29 Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

30 If double counting boards are not appointed for precincts 

31 using paper ballots and using only three precinct election 

32 officials, a fourth precinct election official shall be 

33 appointed from the election board panel to serve beginning at 

34 8~ee-~~m~ the time the polls close to assist in counting the 

35 paper ballots. 

-5-

e· 

• 



S.I? ~Z32 H.I? 

1 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 49.41 MORE THAN ONE OFFICE PRO-

2 HIBITED. 

J A candidate for public office shall not cause nomination 

4 papers to remain filed in the office of the state commissioner 

5 or the commissioner on the last day of filing nomination 

6 papers, for more than one office to be filled at the gene"al 

7 election. A candidate for a public office to be filled at the 

8 general election who has filed nomination papers for more than 

9 one office shall, not later than the final date for filing, 

10 notify the state commissioner or commissioner by affidavit for 

11 which office the person elects to be a candidate, which In no 

12 case shall be more than one. In the event no such elec:ion is 

13 made by that date by the candidate, the state commissioner 

14 shall not certify the person's name to be placed on the ba:lot 

15 for any office nor shall the commissioner place the person's 

16 name on the ballot in any county. 

17 Sec. 14. Section 49.43, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 49.43 CONSTITUTIONAL A.~ENDMENT OR OTHER PUBLIC MEASURE. 

20 In precincts using paper ballots all public measures to be 

21 voted upon by an elector at a given election shall be printed 

22 upon one ballot of some color other than white. In precincts 

23 using voting machines all public measures shall be placed in 

24 the question row on the machine; however~ if it is impossible 

25 to place all the public measures on the machine ballot, or if 

26 only a portion of the qualified electors of the precinct are 

27 entitled to vote upon any measure presented, the commissioner 

28 may provide a separate paper ballot for the public measure or 

29 measures. 

30 Constitutional amendments and other public measures may be 

31 summarized by the commissioner as provided in section 52.25. 

* 32 Sec. 15. section 49.56, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

34 

35 

49.56 MAXIMUM COST OF PRINTING. 

The cost of printing the official election ballots and 

-6-
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1 printed supplies for voting machines shall not exceed an 

2 amo~fte-deeerm~fted-by-ehe-d~reeeor-of-the-deparrment-of-~enera~ 

3 ser~~ee~-or-the-d~reetor~~-de~~~nee the usual and customary 

4 rates that the printer charges its regular customers. 

5 Sec. 16. Section 49.77, subsection 4, Code Supplement 

6 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

7 4. A person whose name does not appear on the election 

8 register of the precinct in which that person claims :ne right 

9 to vote shall not be permitted to vote, except in :he 

10 circumstance described in section 48.7, subsection 1, 

11 paragraph "b", unless the commissioner informs the precinct 

12 election Officials that an error has occurred and :~at the 

13 person is a qualified elector of that precinct. ~E the 

14 commissioner finds no record of the person's registration but 

15 the person insists that the person is a qualified elector of 

16 that precinct, the precinct election officials shall allow the 

17 pe~son to cast a ballot in the manner prescribed by section 

18 49. 8l. 

19 Sec. 17. Section 50.22, Code Supplement 1987, cS a~ended 

20 to read as follows: 

21 50.22 SPECIAL PRECINCT BOARD TO DETERMINE CHALLENGES. 

22 Upon being reconvened, the special precinct elect:on Dcard 

23 .shall.,!eview,!,:'le information upon the enveloEe~ bear ino th~ 

24 ~pec,al ~llots, and all evidence submitted in support cf or 

25 '?'pposition to the right of.e~chucpallenqed P!Ison to. 'Jete in 

26 the election. The board may divide itselJ .. int2...I?an'U,;s of, :lot, 

27 less than three members each in order to hear and determine 
, _=;a;; ....... • 

28
u
SwO or mor~ challenges simultaneously, but e3~~~~el shall 

29 !nee;:, the requirements of section 49.12 as r~ards po])s:cal 

30 party affiliation of the members of each panel. 

31 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The decision to count or reject each 

32 ~llot shall be made upon the basis of the information qiven 

33 on the envelope containing the special ballot, the evidence 

34 concerning the challenge, the registration and the returned 

35 receipts of registration. If the challenged voter's 
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1 registration was canceled in the same county wher~ the person 

2 attempted to vote because first class mail was returned by the 

3 postal service during the four years preceding the election in 

4 progress, the person's ballot shall be accepted for counting 

5 and the elector's registration shall be 

6 If a special ballot is reJected, the 

re~ns:ated. 

oerson cas~ina the . 
7 ballot shall be notified by the commissioner wi:hln ten days 

8 of the reason for the rejection, on the form prescr~8ed by the 

9 state commlssioner pursuant to section 53.25, and ~~e envelope 

10 containing the special ballot shall be preserved unopened and 

11 disposed of in the same manner as spoiled ballets. The 

12 special ballots which are accepted shall be counted :n the 

13 manner prescribed by section 53.24. The commissioner shall 

14 make public the number of special ballots rejected and not 

15 counted, at the time of the canvass of the election. 

16 Sec. 18. Section 50.45, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

17 follows: 

18 50.45 CANVASS PUBLIC -- RESULT DETERMINED. 

19 All canvasses of tally lists shall be public, and the 

20 persons having the greatest number of votes shal: be declared 

21 elected. When a public measure has been submitted to the 

22 electors, the propOSition shall be declared to have been 

23 adopted if the vote cast in favor of the question is greater 

24 than fifty percent of the total vote cast in favor and against 

25 the question, unless laws pertaining specifically to the 

26 public measure election establish a higher percentage of a 

27 favorable vote. All ballots cast and not counted as a vote in 

28 favor or against the proposition shall not be ~sed in 

29 computing the total vote cast in favor and against the 

30 proposition. 

31 Sec. 19. Section 51.1, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

32 follows: 

33 51.1 ELECTION COUNTING BOARD. 

34 In all 

35 authorize 

election precincts the board of supervisors may 

the commissioner to appoint for each p~~m~~r-and 
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1 qene~a% election in which a high voter turnout LS anticipated 

2 five additional precinct election officials to be known as the 

3 election counting board. 

4 Sec. 20. Section 51.7, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

5 follows: 

6 51.7 DUTIES OF DOUBLE BOARDS. 

7 The counting boards shall proceed to the respec:ive voting 

8 places to which they have been appointed7-e~-eMe-e~e~ee~-p7m77 

9 e~-i"-e"y-p~eei"e~-in-w~ie~-the-eemmi~~ie"er-~na%%-deem-it 

10 neee~~arY7-et-e~e"-eer%ier-he~r-efte~-"i"e-e~e~ee~-a~m77 at 

11 such time as the commissioner may direct, and sha~l take 

12 charge of the ballot box containing the ballots al,eady cast 

13 in that precinct. ft The counting board shali retire to a 

14 partitioned space or room provided for that purpose and there 

15 proceed to count and tabulate the ballots as :t shall find 

16 them deposited in the ballot box. The receivl~g board shall 

17 continue to receive the votes of electors in the other box 

18 provided, until such time as the counting board shall have 

19 finished counting and tabulating the ballots cast ,n the first 

20 ballot box. The two boards shall then exchange the first box 

21 for the second box and so continue until they have counted and 

22 tabulated all the votes cast on that election day. When the 

23 hour arrives for closing the polls, the receiving board Shall 

24 certify to all matters pertaining to casting of ballots and 

25 shall then unite with the counting board in the counting of 

26 ballots. The precinct election officials shall then divide 

27 the ballots not counted and each group of officials shall 

28 proceed to canvass their portion of the same. When the 

29 canvass has been completed the officials shall report the 

30 result of their canvass in the manner provided by section 

31 50.11. 

32 Sec. 21. Section 52.22, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1987, 

33 is amended to read as follows: 

34 The precinct election officials shall, as soon as the count 

35 is completed and fully ascertained as in this chanter 
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1 required, lock the machine against voting, and it shall so 

2 remain until thirty days after the proclamation of the results 

3 of ~eid the election, except that it shall rema~n locked only 

4 ten days after a primary or school electicn, d~d only two days 

5 after a city primary election, if such elec:ton is not 

6 contested. 

7 Sec. 22. Section 52.25, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

8 follows: 

9 52. 2S SUMMARY OF AMENDMENT OR PUBLIC ~EAS'JRS. 

10 The question of a constitutional conventisn, amendments, 

11 and public measures including bond issues may De voted on the 

12 voting machines and on special paper ballots a~j ballot cards 

13 in the following manner: 

14 The entire convention question. amendment Jt public measure 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

shall be printed and displayed prominently l~ at least two 

four places within the voting precinct~ and inside each voting 

booth. or on the left-hand side inside the curtain of each 

voting machine. seid the printing to be in conformity with the 

provisions of chapter 49. The public measure shall be 

summarized by the commissioner and in the largest type 

possible printed on the special paper ballots. ballot cards, 

22 or inserts used in seid the voting machines. except that: 

23 1. In the case of the question of a cons:i~utional 

24 convention, or of an amendment or measure to be voted on in 

25 the entire state, the summary te-be-~%eeed-in-t~e-vetin9 

26 meehine-±nse~ts shall be worded by the state commissioner of 

27 elections as required by section 49.447-and~ 

28 2. In the case of a public question to be voted on in a 

29 political subdivision lying in more than one county. the 

30 summary shall be worded by the commissioner responsible under 

31 section 47.2 for conducting that election. 

32 Sec. 23. Section 52.32, unnumbered paragraph 1. Code 1987, 

33 is amended to read as follows: 

34 The provisions of this section ~"8±± apply. in lieu of 

35 sections 50.1 to 50.12~ to any precinct for those elections at 
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1 which voting is conducted by means of an electronic voting 

2 system and the ballots are to be counted at a counting center. 

3 Sec. 24. Section 52.32, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

4 amended to read as follows: 

5 2. ~he If ballot cards are used and ~rite-in votes are 

6 cast on a separate envelope or write-in ba~:ct, the precinct 

7 election officials shall next count the ~ri·e-ln votes cast in 

8 the precinct, if any. If ~e~~ee-ee~d~-e~e-~~e~,-end-~e~e~aee 

9 wriee-in-~a::et~-er-enve:e~es-fer-reeer~~~~-~r~te-in-vetes-ere 

10 ~~ed7-aii special paper ballots or ballot ca~ds are used and 

11 write-in votes are recorded directly upon :~e ballot, this 

12 subsection does not apply. All ballots or envelopes on which 

13 write-in votes have been recorded shall be serially numbered, 

14 starting with the number one, and the same ~umber shall be 

15 placed on the regular ballot card of that ~ocer. The precinct 

16 election official shall compare the write-:n votes with the 

17 votes cast on the ballot card. If the tota! number of votes 

18 for any office exceeds the number allowed by law, a notation 

19 to that effect shall be entered on the back cf the ballot card 

20 and the votes for the office involved shal~ nct be counted. 

21 Sec. 25. Section 53.22, subsection 5, Code Supplement 

22 1987, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 

23 paragraph: 

24 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Absentee ballots voted under 

25 this subsection shall be delivered to the commissioner no 

26 later than the time the polls are closed on election day. If 

27 the ballot is returned by mail the carrier envelope must be 

28 clearly postmarked by an officially authorized postal service 

29 not later than the day before the election and received by the 

30 commissioner no later than the time established for the 

31 canvass by the board of supervisors for that election. 

32 Sec. 26. Section 53.38, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

34 53.38 AFFIDAVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION. 

35 Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or 
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1 53.45 on behalf of a voter 1n the armed forces of the United 

2 States, the affidavit u~on the ballot envelo~e of such voter, 

3 if the voter is found to be an eligible eiector of the county 

4 to which the ballot is submitted, shall constitute a 

5 sufficient registration under the ~rov~sions of cha~ter 48 and 

6 the commissioner shall ~lace the voter's r.ame on the 

7 registration record as a qualified elector, ~f it does not 

8 already a~~ear there. 

9 Sec. 27. Section 53.45, subsections Land 4, Code 

10 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as EoL~ows: 

11 1. As ~rovided in this section, the commissioner shall 

12 provide special absentee ballots to be used for state general 

13 elections. A s~ecial absentee ballot shall only be ~rovided 

14 to a-~~a~~~ied an eligible elector who co~pletes an 

15 a~plication stating both of the following to the best of the 

16 ~tta~ified eligible elector's belief: 

17 a. The ~tta~ified eligible elector will be residing or 

18 stationed or working outside the continental United States. 

19 b. The ~~a~ified eligible elector will be unable to vote 

20 and return a regular absentee ballot by normal mail delivery 

21 within the period provided for regular absentee ballots. 

22 The application for a special absentee ballot shall not be 

23 filed earlier than ninety days ~rior to the general election. 

24 The special absentee ballot shall list the offices and 

25 measures, if known, scheduled to a~pear on the general 

26 election ballot. The qtta±~f~ed eligibie elector may use the 

27 special absentee ballot to write in the name of any eligible 

28 candidate for each office and may vote on any ~easure. 

29 4. Notwithstanding the proviSions of section 53.49. a 

30 qMa~ified an eligible elector who requests a special absentee 

31 ballot uuder this section may also make application for an 

32 absentee ballot under section 53.2 or an armed forces absentee 

33 ballot under section 53.40. It the regular absentee or armed 

34 forces absentee ballot is properly voted and returned, the 

35 special absentee ballot is void and the commissioner shall 
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1 reject it in whole when special absentee ballots are 

2 canvassed. 

3 Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 53.53 ,EDERAL WRITE-IN BALLOTS. 

4 upon receipt of an official federal write-in ballot. the 

5 commissioner shall examine the voter's wri~ten declarations on 

6 the envelope. If it appears that the voter is eligible to 

7 vote under the provisions of this division. has applied In d 

8 timely fashion for an absentee balcc:. and has complied with 

9 all requirements for the federal write-in ballot. then the 

10 federal write-in ballot is valid ur.:ess the rowa absentee 

11 ballot is received in time to be counted. 

12 The voter's declaration or affirmation on the federal 

13 write-in ballot constitutes a sufficient registration under 

14 the provisions of chapter 48 and the c~mmissioner shall place 

15 the voter's name on the registration record as a qualified 

16 elector. if the voter's name does not already appear on the 

17 registration record. No witness to the oath is necessary. 

18 The federal write-in ballot shall not be counted if any of 

19 the following apply: 

20 1. The ballot was submitted from within the united States. 

21 2. The voter's application for a regular absentee ballot 

22 was received by the commissioner less than thirty days prior 

23 to the election. 

24 3. The voter's completed regular or special Iowa absentee 

25 ballot was received by the deadline for return of absentee 

26 ballots established in section 53.17. 

27 4. The voter's federal Write-in ballot was received after 

28 the deadline for return of absentee ballots established in 

29 section 53.17. 

30 Sec. 29. Section 277.4. unnumbered paragraph 2. Code 

31 Supplement 1987. is amended to read as follows: 

32 The secretar:z: of the school board shall acceet the l2etition 
33 for filing if on its face it del2ears to have the reg:uisite 
34 number of signatures and if it lS timel:i filed. The secretar:i 
35 of the school board shall note ueon each l2etition and 

-13-



•• 

-.'-

S.F. 2Z?>Z H.F • 

1 affidavit accepted Eor filing :he date and time that the 

2 petition was filed. The secretary of the school board shall 

3 deliver all nomination petitions, together with the complete 

4 text of any public measure being submitted by the board to the 

5 electorate, to the county commissioner of elections not later 

6 than five o'clock p.m. on the day following the last day on 

7 which nomination petitions can be filed. 

8 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. Any person ~~ whose behalf nomination 

9 petitions have been filed under "h13 section may withdraw as a 

10 candidate by filing a signed statement to that effect with the 

11 eemmissio~e~ secretary at any time prier to five o'clock p.m. 

12 on the thirty-fifth day before the e:ection. 

13 Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 277.5 OBJECTIONS TO NOMINATIONS. 

14 Objections to the legal 

15 tion or to the eligibility 

sufficiency of a nomination peti

of a candidate may be filed by any 

16 person who would have the right to vote for a candidate for 

17 the office in question. The objection must be filed with the 

18 secretary of the school board at least thirty days before the 

19 day of the school election. When objections are filed notice 

20 shall forthwith be given to the candidate affected, addressed 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

to the candidate's place of residence as given on the 

candidate's affidavit, stating that objections have been made 

to the legal sufficiency of the petition or to the eligibility 

of the candidate, and also stating the time and place the 

objections will be considered. 

Objections shall be considered not later than two working 

days following the receipt of the objections by the president 

of the school board, the secretary of the school board, and 

one additional member of the school board chosen by ballot. 

If objections have been filed to the nominations of either of 

those school officials, that official shall not pass on the 

objection. The official's place shall be filled by a member 

of the school board against whom no objection exists. The 

replacement shall be chosen by ballot. 

Sec. 31. section 280A.15, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 
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I amended to read as tollows: 

2 2. Each candidate for me~be~ of the board of directors of 

3 a merged area shall be nomlnated by a petition signed by not 

4 less than fifty eligible electGrs of the director distr~ct 

5 from Which the member is to he e~ected. The petition shall 

6 state the number of the direct~r district from which the 

7 candidate seeks election, and :h~ candidate's name and status 

8 as an eligible elector of theiL~eC~O( district. Signers of 

9 the petition, in additlon to s;gnlng their names, shall show 

10 their residence, including street and number if any, the 

11 school district in which they ,eside, and the date they signed 

12 the petition. Baeh-"em~"atie~-~tl~e~-~hai~-have-a~~e"ded-te-i~ 

13 a"-affidav~e-ef-a"-e~i9ibie-e±ee~e~-eehe~-eha"-the-ea"did~ee 

14 i"-~ttb~~a"t~a~iy-the-fo~m-p~ov~ded-±"-~eeeio"-437~1,-e~eept-as 

15 te-party-affiiia~~O"7 The petL~ion Shall include the 

16 affidavit of the candidate bei~g nominated, stating the 

17 candidate's name and residence, and that the individual 1S a 

18 candidate, is eligible for the office sought, and if elected 

19 will qualify for the office. 

20 Sec. 32. Section 331.203, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

21 amended to read as follows: 

22 1. The board may by resolutlon, or shall upon petition of 

23 the number of q~aitf~ed eligible electors of the county as 

24 specified in section 331.306, submit to the qualified electors 

25 of the county at a general election a proposition to increase 

26 the number of supervisors to five. 

27 Sec. 33. Section 331.204, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

28 amended to read as follows: 

29 1. In a county having a five-member board, the board may 

30 by resolution, or shall upon petition of the number of 

31 q~artfied eligible electors of the county as specified in 

32 section 331.306, submit to the qualified electors of the 

33 county at a general election a proposition to reduce the 

34 number of supervisors to three. 

35 Sec. 34. Section 331.207, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 
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1 amended to read as fOllows: 

2 1. The board. upon petition 

3 eligible 

4 331.306. 

electors of the cCu~~y 

of the number of ~~a%tEied 

as specified in section 

shall call a specia: election to be held for the 

5 purpose of selecting one of :~e supervisor representat:on 

6 plans specified in section 331.206 under which the board of 

7 supervisors shall be elected. 

8 Sec. 35. Section 3038.3, .:.)(!e 1987. is amended by adding 

9 the following new unnumberec ~aragraph: 

10 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. ,~e votes cast in the election 

11 shall be canvassed and abs:~acts of the votes cast shall be 

12 promptly certified by the C0GGlssioner to the commissloner of 

13 elections who is responsible 'Inder section 47.2 Eor conducting 

14 elections Eor that regional cLbrary board. In each county 

15 whose commissioner of elect~ons is responsible under section 

16 47.2 for conducting electio~s held for a regional library 

17 

18 

19 

20 

board. the county board of supervisors shall convene at nine 

o'clock a.m. on the third Monday in November. canvass the 

abstracts of votes cast and declare the results of the voting. 

The commissioner shall at once issue certificates of election 

21 to each person declared elec~ed. 

22 Sec. 36. Section 376.4. unnumbered paragraphs 5 and 6. 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Code Supplement 1987. are amended to read as follows: 

If the city clerk is not readily available during normal 

office hours. the city clerk shall deSignate other employees 

or officials of the city who are ordinarily available to 

accept nomination papers under this section. The city clerk 

shall accept the petition for filing if on its face it appears 

to have the requisite number of signatures and if it is timely 

filed. The city clerk shall note upon each petition and 

affidavit accepted for filing the date and time that the 

oetition was filed. . 
The city clerk shall deliver all nomination petitions 

together with the text of any public measure being submitted 

by the city council to the electorate to the county 
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1 commissioner of election0 ~ot later than five o'clock p.m. on 

2 the day following the last day on which nomination petitions 

3 can be filed. 

4 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A~."j person on whose beha~t nomination 

5 petitions have been filed ~~de: this section may withdraw as a 

6 candidate by filing a 5~gne'i ~catement to that effect as 

7 prescribed in section ~4.9. :)bjections to the ~e9al 

8 sufficiency of petitions s~a~l be filed in accordance with the 

9 provisions of sections 44.1. ~4.5, and 44.8. 

10 Sec. 37. Section 376.6, C~de 1987, is amended by adding 

11 the following new unnumbe,ec ?aragraph: 

12 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Sach city clerk shall certify to 

13 the commissioner of elect~2ns responsible under section 47.2 

14 for conducting elections :or that city the type or nomination 

15 process to be used for the city no later than seventy-seven 

16 days before the date of the regular city election. If the 

17 city has by ordinance chosen a runoff election or has chosen 

18 to have nominations made in che manner provided by chapter 44 

19 or 45, or has repealed nomination provisions under those 

20 sections in preference for the primary election method, a copy 

21 of the city ordinance shall be attached. No changes in the 

22 method of nomination to be used in a city shall be made after 

23 the clerk has filed the cert~fication with the commissioner, 

24 unless the change will not take effect until after the next 

25 regular city election. 

26 Sec. 38. section 376.8, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

27 amended by adding 

NEW UNNUMBERED 

the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

28 PARAGRAPH. In calculating the number of 

29 votes necessary to constitute a majority, fractions shall be 

30 rounded up to the next higher whole number. 

31 Sec. 39. Section 376.11, Code 1987, is amended by striking 

32 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

33 376.11 WRITE-IN VOTES. 

34 Write-in votes are permitted to be cast in all elections 

35 for city offices. A person who receives a sufficient number 
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I of write-in votes to be elected to a city aC:~ce shall be 

2 declared the winner of the e:ection. If 2 person who wa~ 

3 elected by write-in votes chooses not to serve in that office 

4 the person shall submit a resignation in writing to the city 

5 clerk not later than five o'clock p.m. on the day fallowing 

6 the canvass of the electi0n. If a person who was elected by 

7 write-in votes resigns at a later time, the office shall be 

8 considered vacant at t~e end of the term and the council shall 

9 fill the vacancy pursuanc ~o the provisions of section 372.13, 

10 subsection 2. 

11 Except in cities where :he council has chosen a runoff 

12 election in lieu of a ?ri~ary, following the resignation of a 

13 person who was elected by write-in votes, the city clerk shall 

14 notify the person who received the next highest number of 

15 votes cast for the office that the person may assume the 

16 office. If the person accepts the position, the person shall 

17 be considered the duly elected officer unless a petition 

18 requesting a special election is filed by eligible electors of 

19 the city equal in number to twenty-five perc~nt 6f the number 

20 of persons who voted for the office at the election. If the 

21 person declines, the person shall do so in writing to the city 

22 clerk within ten days and the office shall be considered 

23 vacant at the end of the term. The vacancy shall be filled 

24 pursuant to the provisions of section 372,13, sub~ection 2. 

25 If the council chooses to appoint, the appointment may be made 

26 before the end of the current term. 

27 In city primary elections any person who receives write-in 

28 votes shall execute an affidavit in substantially the form 

29 required by section 45.3, and file it with the county com-

30 missioner of elections or the city clerk not later than five 

31 o'clock p.m. on the day after the canvass of the primary 

32 election. If any person who received write-in votes fails to 

33 file the affidavit at the time required, the county commis-

34 sioner shall disregard the write-in votes cast for that per-

35 son. A notation shall be made on the abstract of votes 
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1 showing which persons who received write-in votes filed af-

2 Eidavits. The total number of votes cast for each office on 

3 the ballot shall be amended by subtracting c~p. write-in votes 

4 oE those candidates who failed to file the affidavit. I t is 

5 not necessary for a cacdidate \~hose name was rrinted upon the 

6 ballot to file an arf.:.davit. Of the remaini.ng candidates, 

7 those who receive :~~ :llghest number of vote:::; :.0 the extent of 

8 twice the number a~ I~filled positions shali be placed on the 

9 ballot for the reel! ~,,~ ':: '""/ election as cclnc.ilGa"eS for that 

10 office. 

~l 1:1 citie5 in wh~: ~ -'"":~ ,;~ty council has c:-,Qsen a rU:loEf 

12 eiection in lieu .:~ 

13 write-in votes cha,:·;-:c: :0 accept the office Dy filing a 

14 resignation notice .... ·:: ,:",t:e city clerk or co~nni..:3s;.oner of 

:5 elections not late~ -~a;l tive o'clock p.m. en the day follow-

16 ing the canvass, a,~~ remaining persons who recei~ed write-in 

:7 votes and who wish ''o De considered candidar.es for the runoff 

18 election shall exec~~e an affidavit in substantially the form 

19 required by sectio~ 'C,.3 and file it with :he county cow~is-

20 sioner or the city cl~r~ cot later than five o'clock p.m. of 

21 the fourth day follcw:ng the canvass. IE a person receiving 

22 write-in votes Eails to file the affidavit at the time 

23 required, the county commissioner of elections shall disregard 

24 the write-in votes cast Ear that person. The abstract of 

25 votes shall be amended to show that the person who was 

26 declared elected declined the offi¢e and a notation shall be 

27 made next to the names of those persons who did not file the 

28 affidavit. A runoff election shaIn be held with the remaining 

29 candidates who have the highest number of votes to the extent 

30 of twice the number of unfilled positions. 

31 In a city in which the council has chosen a runoff election 

32 if no person was declared elected for an office all persons 

33 who received write-in votes shall execute an affidavit in 

34 substantially the form required by section 45.3 and file it 

35 with the county commissioner of elections or the city clerk 
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1 not later than Eive o'c~ock p.m. on the day following the 

2 canvass of votes. If any person who received write-in votes 

3 fails to file the aEfica'lit the county comnllss:oner of elec-

4 tions shall disregard the write-in votes cast ~or that person. 

5 The abstract of votes shall be amended to note which of the 

6 write-in candidates failed to file the afEldavit. A runoff 

7 election shall be held with the remaining candidates who have 

8 the highest number of votes to the extent of twice the number 

9 of unfilled positions. 

10 Sec. 40. Sectlon 420.130, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

11 follOWS: 

12 420.130 AFFIDA·.J!! OF CANDIDACY. 

13 Candidates for city precinct committee member shall cause 

14 their names to be printed on the primary ballot by filing an 

15 affidavit as provided for in section 43.18 with the county 

16 commissioner of elections at least ~"±rty forty days prlor to 

17 the day fixed for conducting the primary election . 

18 Sec. 41. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

19 1. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, ~akes 

20 effect upon enactment. 

21 2. However, the amendment to section 43.11, subsection 1, 

22 Code 1987, as enacted by this Act, takes effect January 1, 

23 1989, and all sections of this Act except the sections 

amending section 43.11, subsection 1, and section 50.22, Code 

Supplement 1987, take effect July 1, 1988. 

24 

25 

26 SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2224 (LSB 8308SC) 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

SF 2232 
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Sl:NATE 10 
APRIL 5, 1983 

HOUSE A.~'T '1'0 

SENATE FILE 2232 

1 Amend Senate File 2232, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting before line-l the 
4 following: 
5 ·Section 1. Section 39.22, subsection I, Code 
6 Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
7 1. By appointment. The county board of 
8 supervisors may pass a resolution in favor of filling 
9 the offices of trustee and clerk within a township by 

10 appointment by the board, and may direct the county 
11 corr~issioner of elections to submit the question to 
12 the ~~i9ible-voter~ qualified electors of the township 
13 at the next general election. In a townShip which 
14 does not include a city, ~Yigibi~-voter~-~hai±-eo~~i~t 
15 o~ the voters of the entire township are eligible to 
16 vote on the question. In a township which includes a 
17 city, eli9ibye-voter~-are only those voters who reside 
18 outside the corporate limits of a city are eligible to 
19 vote on the guestion. The resolution shall apply to 
20 all townships which have not approved a proposition to 
21 fill township offices by appointment. If the 
22 

_23 
':'.24 

.. 25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

proposition to fill the township offices by 
appointment is approved by a majority of the-eiigib~~ 
vot~r~ those voting on the question, the board shall 
fill the offices by appointment as the terms of office 
of the incumbent township officers expire. The 
election of the trustees and clerk of a township may 
be restored after approval of the appointment process 
unde~ this subsection by a resolution of the board of 
supervisors submitting the question to the eligible 

31 votere gualified electors who are eligible to vote for 
32 township officers of the township at the next general 
33 election. If the proposition to restore the election 
34 process is approved by a majority of the-~ligibie 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 

voeere those voting on the question, the election of 
the township office~s shall commence with the next 
primary and general elections. A resolution 
submitting the question of restoring the election of 
township officers at the next general election shall 
be adopted by the board of supervisors upon petition 
of at least ten percent of the eli9ible-vote~~ 

42 qualified electors of a township. The initial terms 
of the trustees shall be determined by lot, one for 
two years, o~~-~o~-thr~~-year~, and o~e two for four 
years. However, if a proposition to change the method 
of selecting township officers is adopted by the 
electorate, a resolution to change the method shall 
not be submitted to the electorate for four years. 

43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

2. Page 4, by inserting after line 19 the 
following: 



APRIL 5, 1988 

5-5741 Page 2 

1 "Sec. Section 45.1, subsection 4, paragraph 
2 a. Code 1987. is amended to read as follows: 
3 a. in Except as otherwise provided in subsection 
4 S, in cities having a population of three thousand 
5 five hundred or greater according to the most recent 
6 federal decennial census, nominations may be made by 
7 nomination papers signed by not less than twenty-five 
8 eligible electors who are residents of the city or 
9 ward. 

10 Sec. Section 45.1, Code 1987, is amended by 
11 adding the following new subsection: 
12 NEW SUBSECTION. 5. Nominations for candidates 
13 other than partisan candidates for elective offices in 
14 special charter cities subject to section 43.112 may 
15 be submitted as follows: 
16 a. For the oft ice of mayor and alderman at large, 
17 nominations may be made by nomination papers signed by 
18 eligible electors residing in the city equal in number 
19 to at least two percent of the total vote received by 
20 all candidates for mayor at the last preceding city 
21 election. 
22 b. For the office of ward alderman, nominations 
23 may be made by nomination papers signed by eligible 
24 electors residing in the ward equal in number to at 
25 least two pe(cent of the total vote received by all 
26 candidates for wa(d alderman in that ward at the last 
27 preceding city election." 
28 3. By re~umbering. relettering. or redesignating 
29 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

RECEIVED fROr~ THE HOUSE 



SENATE FILE 2232 
H-6038 

1 
2 

Amend Senate File 2232, as amended, passed, and 
reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 

'.' 3 
.:" 

1. Page 4, by inserting after line 19 the 
following: 

"Sec. Section 45.1, subsection 4, paragraph 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

a, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
a. +n Except as otherwise provided in subsection 

5, in cities having a population of three thousand 
five hundred or greater according to the most recent 
federal decennial census, nominations may be made by 

11 nomination papers signed by not less than twenty-five 
12 eligible electors who are residents of the city or 
13 ward. 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 

Sec. Section 45.1, Code 1987, is amended by 
adding the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 5. Nominations for candidates 
other than partisan candidates for elective offices in 
special charter cities subject to section 43.112 may 
be submitted as fOllows: 

a. For the office of mayor and alderman at large, 
nominations may be made by nomination papers signed by 
eligible electors residing in the city equal in number 
to at least two percent of the total vote received by 

24 all candidates for mayor at the last preceding city 
25 election. 
26 b. For the office of ward alderman, nominations 
27 may be made by nomination papers signed by eligible 

electors residing in the ward equal in number to at 
least two percent of the total vote received by all 
candidates for ward alderman in that ward at the last 

31 preceding city election." 
32 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

By VAN CM-1? of Scot t 
H-6038 FILED 

/
' / 

.?::~ ,.., 
, :./ 

MARCH 29, 1988 



S~NATl:: F'IL?: 7212 

:) S:.p;)l,e~~nl 1.9£'7 I ':"S 2mendec, Lo ~ead as ~c;lJ..c\·!s: 

/ By a.ppoir:r.me:-!t. '~·r.e county ~C-2:t of 
~~ ;:;i;;~:~!:"·.7i.s:.;;s rn~y pass d ~es8l:..1t':_'lr. :n f~~"or of filli!1S 
9 t~:? ~~[~~e~ of ~rustee an~ c~~rk withi~ a township by 

l0 ~:?p<)l.r,~Ule::t. by ::he ::oa~d; ,::.:~(~ ~;Iay di reef. the csunty 
11 com~issic)ner of elpcticn~ ~G 3ubmit th2 q~estion ~o 
: /. !:he ~:r±q±b1:~-~e~(.::l'~ qua1.ifie~_ ~~,C1ct.crs of the tO~.'r';Jshlp 
13 at the nex~ general election. [:: 2 township which 

does DOL include a city, eiiq~b~~-~e~er~-sh8~~-CO~5is~ 
~s of ti1C voters of the entire tow~lshiD are eli_oible to 
-,-0 vote OJl the G:.Jt:.':...";tion. :;:-;) a ::.o· ... 1:1ship wh:ch i~cli.ld-e5 a 

I ~it:Y·7- ~·1:·±·O.~bi~-vbte·:·'e-b.t"~ only those 'v'oters who reside 
18 Ot4ts:'(Jp. t.:;e corporate limits-of a city are e:i.ioiole to 

vOL~.on U'!~ q~_~s_tio~. The reso1ution shall apply f6-
dLJ townshii:s w!lich have not approved 2 prOI)05~tion to 

2: [ill tcw!1ship offices by appointment. If the 
p~opcsjtLon to fi~l the township cffices by 
appointment is approved by a majority c~ ~he-et~~ibie 

22 
23 
:;': 1<J~~2'~~ !~:.?se ___ vo~.i~L?~. thp q,U~_Sl :or" the board shall 

ti:l ~!le offices by appointment as the terms of office 
25 ()~- lr.e inc;1.mbcnt-: tOVJr.ship QEticers ex~'.!.re. The 
2'; 

)7 ~!p~tion of th~ trustees and clerk of a tcwnship may 
be restored after approval of th~ appointment process 

79 ll~der this subsection by a resolution of the haa~d of 
slipervisors submitting the question to the ~i~~~b~e 

78 

30 
31 T;6~e~~ Gualifi~Si eleci:o.::-s who c;re eli9.j_ple ~G __ vote ,~or 
,0; ~cw~~hin officers of the township at th2 nexf general 
.!1 e:·J.ccL-.lon. If t'ne propcsition to :;:esto.re t:he election 
1~ ;)[ocess is ~pproved by 2 majority of ~he-~~~gibi~ 
3S ":i'O~~·:::-S t!10se voti:HJ on r.De c.iuesticn, the elec~.i_on ()L 

~he tc;wllsil"Tp -;Jfficer::-:> ~~r:all commence l.vi:h the !~:::x~ 
~:ilnd(y ~:ld genera] electiollS. A rescluti,on 
~.5ubm: ;.-,!"ir.g t:,t:; qt.:estion of restoring the e12cti.0:1 'Jr. 
;:Qwrls~i~ o[fice:s at the next general election shall 
be ddopted by the board of. supervi S()[S Llpor: pe:::~·c. ion 
t,i at least ten percent of the etf9ib±e-ve~~r~ 
~._ ..• )~CipQ· e'ecto·s oro - ~ ~ownchl·p The i~;tial t6r~~ .;L:.....;~..:.. ;. ~.,."---":' ..... _~__ c... ~ ,.~ • .1 ~ •• ~..... .\:..~ ..... 

of ~he trustees shall be determined by ~ot. one ~cr 
two yea.:::s, one-fet"'-t!'1!'ee-yet!!:"s, and one two ,for to\:r 
yeals- However I if .: proposition to change ··the me~.l!oc. 
of se~ecting township officers is adopted by th2 
electorate, a resolution to change the method st!all 
not be submitted to the electoracp for f.our years. 

2. 3y renumbering as necessary. 
By BU!-!R of Polk 

H"6()04 F.'ILED MARCH 28, 1988 
-'! J-.> ;' ," ,," f~! ) 
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SSB 2221 

Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

ss ~ :J!:l 2. if 
,sT"..,.. l: • ."r<,./;n rar:-

/;:C{.j 

~ ,0'-' SENATE FILE 0' ""'J.~< 

BY (PROPOSED CO~~ITTEE ON 

STATE GOVERN~ENT BILL) 

Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

1 An Act relating to elections and election procedures and 

providing an effective date. 2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TLSB 8308SC 72 

jw/jw/5 



S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 43.11, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 
2 amended to read as follows: 

3 1. For an elective county office, in the office of the 
4 county commissioner not earlier than seventy-eight days nor 

5 later than five o'clock p.m. on the fifty-fifth day prior to 

6 the day fixed for holding the primary election. 

7 Sec. 2. Section 43.20, subsection 1, Code 1987, is amended 

8 to read as follows: 

9 1. If for a-~~a~e-offiee governor, or United States 
10 senator, by at least one percent of the voters of the 

11 candidate's party, in each of at least ten counties of the 
12 state, and in the aggregate not less than one-half of one 

13 percent of the total vote of the candidate's party in the 

14 state. as shown by the last general election. 

15 Sec. 3. Section 43.20, Code 1987, is amended by adding the 

16 following new subsection 2 and renumbering the subsequent 

17 subsections: 

18 NEW SUBSECTION. 2. If for any other state office, by at 

19 least fifty signatures in each of at least ten counties of the 
20 state, and in the aggregate not less than one thousand 

21 signatures. 

22 Sec. 4. Section 43.26. Code Supplement 1987, is amended to 

23 read as follows: 

24 43.26 BALLOT -- FORM. 

25 The official primary election ballot shall be prepared, 
26 arranged, and printed substantially in the following form: 

27 PRIMARY ELECTION BALLOT 
28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
34 

35 

(Name of Party) 
of 

County of .••...•• , State of Iowa, •.•..• Rotation (if any). 

primary election held on the ••.•• day of June, 19 .. 

FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR 

(Vote Eor no more than one.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

-1-
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• 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

S.F. 

...................... 
FOR UNITED STATES 

REPRESENTATIVE 

(Vote for no more than one.) 
________________ CANDIDATE'S Nk~E 
________________ CANDIDATE'S NAME 

............................. 
FOR GOVERNOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 
________________ CANDIDATE'S NAME 

________________ CANDIDATE'S NAME 

.............................. 

H.F. 

13 (Followed by other elective state officers in the order in 

14 which they appear in section 39.9 and district officers in the 

15 order in which they appear in sections 39.15 and 39.16.) 

16 FOR COUNTY AUDITOR 

17 

18 

19 
20 . 

(Vote for no more than one.) 

________________ CANDIDATE'S NAME 

________________ CANDIDATE'S NAME 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. .. 

21 (Followed by other elective county officers in the order in 

22 which they appear in sections 39.17 and 39.18.) 

23 FOR TOWNSHIP CLERK 

24 (Vote for no more than one.) 

25 CANDIDATE'S NAME 

26 CANDIDATE'S NAME 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 
FOR TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

(Vote for no more than two.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

________________ CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

.. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . .. .. 
~ 34 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 43.37 NUMBER OF VOTES PERMITTED PER 

35 OFFICE. 

-2-



S.F. ________ H.F. 

1 The elector shall be permitted to vote for no more candi-

2 dates for any office than there are persons to be elected to 

3 the office. If an elector votes for more persons for any of-

4 fice than the number permitted, the elector's ballot shall not 

5 be counted for that office. 

6 Sec. 6. Section 43.115, unnumbered paragraph 

7 is amended to read as follows: 

8 All candidates for nominations to be made in 

9 elections held pursuant to section 43.112 shall 

1, Code 1987, 

primary 

file 

10 nomination papers with the city clerk not less than ~h~r~y 

11 forty days prior to the date of the election as established by 

12 section 43.114, except that candidates for precinct committee 

13 member shall file affidavits of candidacy as required by 

14 section 420.130. The number of eligible electors signing 

15 petitions required for printing the name of a candidate upon 

16 the official primary ballot shall be one hundred for an office 

17 to be filled by the-voters of the entire city and twenty-five 

18 for an office to be filled by the voters of a subdivision of 

19 the city. 

20 Sec. 7. ·Section 44.4, unnumbered paragraphs 1 and 2, Code 

21 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

22 Nominations made under the provisions of this chapter and 

23 chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the office of the 

24 state commissioner shall be filed in that office not more than 

25 eighty-five days nor later than five o'clock p.m. on the 

26 sixty-seventh day prior to the date of the general election to 

27 be held in November; and those nominations made for a special 

28 election called pursuant to section 69.14 shall be filed not 

29 less than twenty days prior to the date of an election called 

30 upon at least forty days' notice and not less than seven days 

31 prior to the date of an election called upon at least ten 

32 days' notice. Nominations made pursuant to this chapter and 

33 chapter 45 which are required to be filed in the office of the 

• 

• 

34 commissioner shall be filed in that office not more than 4Il 
35 seventy-eight days nor later than five o'clock p.m. on the 

-3-
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1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

S.F • H.F. 

fifty-fifth day prior to the date of the general election. 

Nominations made under this chapter or chapter 45 for city 

office shall be filed not more than ~~~~y-f~~e seventy-two 

days nor later than five o'clock p.m. on the ~e~~~e~h forty

seventh day prior to the city election with the city clerk, 
who shall process them as provided by law. 

eb;ee~ie" Objections to the legal sufficiency of a 
c~rtificate of nomination or nomination petition or to the 

eligibility of a candidate may be filed by any person who 

would have the right to vote for a candidate for the office in 

question. Such objections must be filed with the officer with 
whom sneh the certificate or petition is filed and within the 

fOllowing time: 

Sec. 8. Section 44.8, Code 1987, is amended by adding the 

following new unnumbered paragraph: 
16 

17 

18 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The hearing shall be held within 

twenty-four hours of the receipt of the objection if a primary 

election must be held for the office sought by the candidate 

19 against whom the objection has been filed. 

20 Sec. 9. Section 48.1, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

21 follows: 

22 48.1 COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION. 

23 The commissioner of elections of each county is designated 
24 the commissioner of registration for that county, and may 

25 designate the city clerk of any city in the county, or the 
26 secretary of the board of directors of any school district 

27 which has its office in that county, as a deputy commissioner 

28 of registration who shall be responsible for voter 

29 registration, subject to the supervision of the county 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

30 commissioner. The commissioner of registration or an employee 

of the commissioner of registration may visit each high school 
located in the county, during the month of May of each year, 

and at other times at the discretion of the commissioner of 
registration, and offer to register any person who is eligible 

under section 48.2 to be registered. 

-4-



S.F. H.F. 

1 Sec. 10. Section 48.11, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 1987, 

2 is amended to read as follows: 

3 Registration shall close in a precinct at five o'clock 
4 p.m., ten days before a general or primary election and eleven 

5 days before all other elections, except as provided in section 
6 48.3. The commissioner's office shall be open from eight 

7 o'clock a.m. until at least six five o'clock p.m. on the day 
8 registration closes prior to each regularly scheduled 

9 election. In counties where mobile deputy registrars have 

10 been appointed, the commissioner's office shall remain open 

11 until at least six o'clock p.m. on the day registration closes 

12 for mobile deputy registrars to deliver completed forms, 

13 unless all mobile deputy registrars have turned in their 
14 supplies earlier. 

15 Sec. 11. Section 48.29, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

16 follows: 

17 48.29 REMOVAL OF REGISTRATION. 

18 Upon registration in any county of an eligible elector who 

19 was previously a resident of another county, if that 

20 individual was a qualified elector in the former county of 

21 residence, the individual's name shall be struck from the 

22 record of voters currently registered in the former county of 
23 residence. If the registrar at any time discovers that the 
24 same individual is registered at more than one residence 

25 location, the commissioner or commissioners involved shall be 

26 informed and shall follow the procedure prescribed by section 

27 48.31, subsection 7 ~. 
28 Sec. 12. Section 49.12, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

29 Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
30 If double counting boards are not appointed for precincts 

31 using paper ballots and using only three precinct election 
32 officials£ a fourth precinct election official shall be 

33 appointed from the election board panel to serve beginning at 

34 8~8e-p~m~ the time the polls close to assist in counting the 

35 paper ballots. 

-5-
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1 
2 

3 
4 

5 

6 
7 
8 

9 
10 

S.F. ____ H.F. 

Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 49.41 MORE THAN ONE OFFICE PRO
HIBITED. 

A candidate for public office shall not cause nomination 

papers to remain filed in the office of the state commissioner 

or the commissioner on the last day of filing nomination 
papers, for more than one office to be filled at the general 

election. A candidate for a public office to be filled at the 
general election who has filed nomination papers for more than 
one office shall, not later than the final date for filing, 
notify the state commissioner or commissioner by affidavit for 

11 which office the person elects to be a candidate, which in no 
12 case shall be more than one. In the event no such election is 

13 made by that date by the candidate, the state commissioner 
14 shall not certify the person's name to be placed on the ballot 

15 for any office nor shall the commissioner place the person's 
16 name on the ballot in any county. 

17 
18 
19 
20 

21 

22 

23 
24 

25 
26 

Sec. 14. Sectiort 49.43, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
follows: 

49.43 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT OR OTHER PUBLIC MEASURE. 
In precincts using paper ballots all public measures to be 

voted upon by an elector at a given election shall be printed 
upon one ballot of some color other than white. In precincts 

using voting machines all public measures shall be placed in 
the question row on the machine; howeverL if it is impossible 
to place all the public measures on the machine ballot, or if 
only a portion of the qualified electors of the precinct are 

27 entitled to vote upon any measure presented, the commissioner 
28 may provide a separate paper ballot for the public measure or 

29 measures. 
30 Constitutional amendments and other public measures may be 

31 summarized by the commissioner as provided in section 52.25. 
32 Sec. 15. Section 49.54, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 
34 49.54 COST OF PUBLICATION. 
35 The cost of the publication required by section 49.53, 

-6-



S.F. H.F. 

1 shall not exceed en-a~o~n~-de~er~ined-by-~he-direetor-of-~he 

2 ~eete-de~artmen~-of-genera~-~erv±ees-or-~he-d±reetoris 

3 designee three-fourths of the fee provided in section 618.11 

4 for the publication of legal notices. 

5 Sec. 16. Section 49.56, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

6 follows: 

7 49.56 MAXIMUM COST OF PRINTING. 

8 The cost of printing the official election ballots and 

9 printed supplies for voting machines shall not exceed an 

10 ame~nt-determined-by-ehe-d±reeter-of-the-department-of-genere~ 

11 serv±ees-er-the-d±reeteri~-des±gnee the usual and customary 

12 rates that the printer charges its regular customers. 

13 Sec. 17. Section 49.77, subsection 4, Code Supplement 

14 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

15 4. A person whose name does not appear on the election 

16 register of the precinct in which that person claims the right 

• 

17 to vote shall not be permitted to vote, except in the • 

18 circumstance described in section 48.7, subsection 1, 

19 paragraph "b", unless the commissioner informs the precinct 

20 election officials that an error has occurred and that the 

21 person is a qualified elector of that precinct. If the 

22 commissioner finds no record of the person's registration but 

23 the person insists that the person is a qualified elector of 

24 that precinct, the precinct election officials shall allow the 

25 person to cast a ballot in the manner prescribed by section 

26 49.8!. 

27 Sec. 18. Section 49.80, subsection 3, Code 1987, is 

28 amended by striking the subsection and inserting in lieu 

29 thereof the following: 

30 3. Any resident of a county whose registration in that 

31 county has been canceled because first class mail was returned 

32 by the postal service during the four years preceding the 

33 election in progress shall be permitted to vote in the 

34 precinct of the person's current residence if the person's 

35 previous registration in the county can be verified on 

-7-

• 



• 

-

S.F. _______ ,H.F. 

1 
2 

election day in the manner prescribed in section 48.7, 

sUbsection 1, paragraph "~boo 

3 

4 

Sec. 19. Section 50.45, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
follows: 

5 50.45 CANVASS PUBLIC -- RESULT DETERMINED. 

6 

7 

All canvasses of tally lists shall be public, and the 

persons having the greatest number of votes shall be declared 
8 elected. When a public measure has been submitted to the 

9 electors, the proposition shall be declared to have been 
10 adopted if the vote cast in favor of the question is equal to 
11 one vote more than fifty percent of the total vote cast in 
12 favor and against the question, unless laws pertaining 
13 specifically to the public measure election establish a higher 
14 percentage of a favorable vote. All ballots cast and not 

15 counted as a vote in favor or against the proposition shall 
16 not be used in computing the total vote cast in favor and 

17 against the proposition. 
18 Sec. 20. Section 51.1, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 
20 51.1 ELECTION COUNTING BOARD. 
21 In all election precincts the board of 
22 authorize the commissioner to appoint for 

supervisors may 
each ~~±ma~y-and 

23 qene~a% election in which a high voter turnout 
24 five additional precinct election officials to 

is anticipated 
be known as the 

25 
26 

election counting board. 
Sec. 21. Section 51.7, 

27 follows: 

Code 1987, is amended to read as 

28 51.7 DUTIES OF DOUBLE BOARDS. 
29 The counting boards shall proceed to the respective voting 

31 
32 

33 
34 

35 

30 places to which they have been appointed7-ae-ene-e~etee~-~~m~7 
e~-±n-any-preeinee-in-wftieft-efte-eemm±~~±ene~-~fta::-deem-ie 

neeessa~Y7-ae-S~eft-ear%ier-fte~r-a£ee~-n±ne-e~e%eek-a~m~7 at 

such time as the commissioner may direct, and shall take 
charge of the ballot box containing the ballots already cast 

in that precinct. Ie The counting board shall retire to a 

-8-



S.F. H.F. 

1 partitioned space or room provided for that purpose and there 

2 proceed to count and tabulate the ballots as lt shall find 

3 them deposited in the ballot box. The receiving board shall 

4 continue to receive the votes of electors in the other box 

5 provided, until such time as the counting board shall have 

6 finished counting and tabulating the ballots cast in the first 

7 ballot box. The two boards shall then exchange the first box 

8 for the second box and so continue until they have counted and 

9 tabulated all the votes cast on that election day. When the 

10 hour arrives for closing the polls, the receiving board shall 

11 certify to all matters pertaining to casting of ballots and 

12 shall then unite with the counting board in the counting of 

13 ballots. The precinct election officials shall then divide 

14 the ballots not counted and each group of officials shall 

15 proceed to canvass their portion of the same. When the 

16 canvass has been completed the officials shall report the 

17 result of their canvass in the manner provided by section 

18 50.11. 

19 Sec. 22. Section 52.22, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1987, 

20 is amended to read as follows: 

21 The precinct election officials 

22 is completed and fully ascertained 

shall, as soon as the 

as in this chapter 

count 

23 required, lock the machine against voting, and it shall so 

24 remain until thirty days after the proclamation of the results 

25 of ~a±d the election, except that it shall remain locked only 

26 ten days after a primary or school election, and only two days 

27 after a city primary election, if such election is not 

28 contested. 

29 Sec. 23. Section 52.25, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 52.25 SU~ARY OF AMENDMENT OR PUBLIC MEASURE. 

32 The question of a constitutional convention, amendmentsL 

33 and public measures including bond issues may be voted on ~he 

34 voting machines and on special paper ballots and ballot cards 

35 in the following manner: 
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~ 1 The entire convention question, amendment or public measure 
2 shall be printed and displayed prominently in at least ewe 

• 

3 four places within the voting precinctL and inside each voting 
4 booth, or on the left-hand side inside the curtain of each 

5 voting machine, sa~e the printing to be in conformity with the 
6 provisions of chapter 49. The public measure shall be 

7 summarized by the commissioner and in the largest type 

8 possible printed on the special paper ballots, ballot c"ards, 

9 or inserts used in said the voting machines, except that: 

10 1. In the case of the question of a constitutional 

11 convention, or of an amendment or measure to be voted on in 

12 the entire state, the summary eo-be-~~aeed-in-the-voe~"~ 

13 maeh±"e-±"~e~es shall be worded by the state commissioner of 
14 elections as required by section 49.44;-ane~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

2. In the case of a public question to be voted on in a 

political subdivision lying in more than one county, the 

summary shall be worded by the commissioner responsible under 

section 47.2 for conducting that election. 

19 Sec. 24. Section 52.32, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1987, 

20 is amended to read as follows: 

21 The provisions of this section sha%~ apply, in lieu of 
22 sections 50.1 to 50.12L to any precinct for those elections at 

23 which voting is conducted by means of an electronic voting 
24 system and the ballots are to be counted at a counting center. 

25 Sec. 25. Section 52.32, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 
26 amended to read as follows: 

27 2. ~he If ballot cards are used and write-in votes are 
28 cast on a separate envelope or write-in ballot, the precinct 

29 election officials shall next count the write-in votes cast in 

30 the precinct, if any. If ba%~oe-ea~e~-a~e-ased7-and-~e~a~aee 

31 w~iee-±n-ba%%oes-e~-enve%e~es-Eo~-~eeo~ding-w~±ee-±n-veees-are 

32 a~ed7-a%t special paper ballots or ballot cards are used and 

33 write-in votes are recorded directly upon the ballot, this 
• 34 subsection does not apply. All ballots or envelopes on which 

35 write-in votes have been recorded shall be serially numbered, 
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1 starting with the number one, and the same number shall be 

2 placed on the regular ballot card of that voter. The precinct 

3 election official shall compare the write-in votes with the 

4 votes cast on the ballot card. If the total number of votes 

5 for any office exceeds the number allowed by law, a notation 

6 to that effect shall be entered on the back of the ballot card 

7 and the votes for the office involved shall not be counted. 

8 Sec. 26. Section 53.22, subsection 5, Code Supplement 

9 1987, is amended by adding the following new unnumbered 

10 paragraph: 

11 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Absentee ballots voted under 

12 this subsection shall be delivered to the commissioner no 

13 later than the time the polls are closed on election day. If 

14 the ballot is returned by mail the carrier envelope must be 

15 clearly postmarked by an officially authorized postal service 

16 not later than the day before the election and received by the 

17 commissioner no later than the time established for the 

18 canvass by the board of supervisors for that election. 

19 Sec. 27. Section 53.38, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

20 follows: 

21 53.38 AFFIDAVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION. 

22 Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section 53.39 or 

23 53.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United 

24 States, the affidavit upon the ballot envelope of such voter, 

25 if the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county 

26 to which the ballot is submitted, shall constitute a 

27 sufficient registration under the provisions of chapter 48 and 

28 the commissioner shall place the voter's name on the 

29 registration record as a qualified elector, if it does not 

30 already appear there. 

31 Sec. 28. Section 53.45, subsections 1 and 4, Code 

32 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

33 1. As provided in this section, the commissioner shall 

34 provide special absentee ballots to be used for state general 

35 elections. A special absentee ballot shall only be provided 
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1 to a-qaali£ied an eligible elector who completes an 

2 application stating both of the following to the best of the 

3 q~ali£±ed eligible elector's belief: 

4 a. The qtl81i£ied eligible elector will be residing or 

5 stationed or working outside the continental United States. 

6 b. The qtlal±£±ed eligible elector will be unable to vote 

7 and return a regular absentee ballot by normal mail delivery 

8 within the period provided for regular absentee ballots. 

9 The application for a special absentee ballot shall not be 

10 filed earlier than ninety days prior to the general election. 

11 The special absentee ballot shall list the offices and 

12 measures, if known, scheduled to appear on the general 

13 election ballot. The q~al±£±ed eligible elector may use the 

14 special absentee ballot to write in the name of any eligible 

15 candidate for each office and may vote on any measure. 

16 4. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 53.49, 8 

17 q~al±£ied an eligible elector who requests a special absentee 

18 ballot under this section may also make application for an 

19 absentee ballot under section 53.2 or an armed forces absentee 

20 ballot under section 53.40. If the regular absentee or armed 

21 forces absentee ballot is properly voted and returned. the 

22 special absentee ballot is void and the commissioner shall 

23 reject it in whole when special absentee ballots are 

24 canvassed. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 
34 

Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 53.53 FEDERAL WRITE-IN BALLOTS. 

Upon receipt of an official federal write-in ballot. the 

commissioner shall examine the voter's written declarations on 

the envelope. If it appears that the voter is eligible to 

vote under the provisions of this division, has applied in a 

timely fashion for an absentee ballot, and has complied with 

all requirements for the federal write-in ballot, then the 

federal write-in ballot is valid unless the Iowa absentee 

ballot is received in time to be counted. 

The voter's declaration or affirmation on the federal 

35 write-in ballot constitutes a sufficient registration under 
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1 the provisions of chapter 48 and the commissioner shall place 

2 the voter's name on the registration record as a qualified 

3 elector, if the voter's name does not already appear on the 
4 registration record. No witness to the oath is necessary. 

5 The federal write-in ballot shall not be counted if any of 
6 the following apply: 

7 1. The ballot was submitted from within the united States. 
8 2. The voter's application for a regular absentee ballot 

9 was received by the commissioner less than thirty days prior 

10 to the election. 

11 3. The voter's completed regular or special Iowa absentee 

12 ballot was received by the deadline for return of absentee 

13 ballots established in section 53.17. 

14 4. The voter's federal write-in ballot was received after 

15 the deadline for return of absentee ballots established in 
16 section 53.17. 

• 

17 Sec. 30. Section 277.4, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code • 
18 Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

19 The secretary of the school board shall accept the petition 

20 for filing if on its face it appears to have the requisite 

21 number of signatures and if it is timely filed. The secretary 
22 of the school board shall note upon each petition and 

23 affidavit accepted for filing the date and time that the 
24 petition was filed. The secretary of the school board shall 

25 deliver all nomination petitions, together with the complete 
26 text of any public measure being submitted by the board to the 

27 electorate, to the county commissioner of elections not later 
28 than five o'clock p.m. on the day following the last day on 

29 which nomination petitions can be filed. 

30 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. Any person on whose behalf nomination 

31 petitions have been filed under this section may withdraw as a 

32 candidate by filing a signed statement to that effect with the 

33 eomm±ssioner secretary at any time prior to five o'clock p.m. 
34 on the thirty-fifth day before the election. 

35 Sec. 31. NEW SECTION. 277.5 03JECIIONS TO NOMINATIONS. 
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1 Objections to the legal sufficiency of a nomination peti-

2 tion or to the eligibility of a candidate may be filed by any 

3 person who would have the right to vote for a candidate for 

4 the office in question. The objection must be filed with the 

5 secretary of the school board at least thirty days before the 

6 day of the school election. When objections are filed notice 

7 shall forthwith be given to the candidate affected, addressed 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

to the candidate's place of residence as given on the 

candidate's affidavit, stating that objections have been made 

to the legal sufficiency of the petition or to the eligibility 

of the candidate, and also stating the time and place the 

objections will be considered. 

Objections shall be considered not later than two working 

days following the receipt of the objections by the president 

of the school board, the secretary of the school board, and 

one additional member of the school board chosen by ballot. 

If objections have been filed to the nominations of either of 

those school officials, that official shall not pass on the 

objection. The official's place shall be filled by a member 

of the school board against whom no objection exists. The 

replacement shall be chosen by ballot. 

Sec. 32. Section 280A.15, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

amended to read as follows: 

2. Each candidate for member of the board of directors of 

a merged area shall be nominated by a petition signed by not 

less than fifty eligible electors of the director district 

from which the member is to be elected. The petition shall 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

28 state the number of the director district from which the 

candidate seeks election, and the candidate's name and status 

as an eligible elector of the director district. Signers of 

the petition, in addition to signing their names, shall show 

their residence, including street and number if any, the 

school district in which they reside, and the date they signed 

the petition. Eaeh-nom%nat%on-~a~e~-~"a~~-"ave-a~~ended-to-%t 

an-aff%dav%t-of-an-eli9ible-eleeto~-ot"e~-t"an-the-eand±date 
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1 in-~~bstantia~~y-the-form-~ro~ided-in-seetion-43~17,-exeept-as 

2 to-~arty-affil%at%on~ The petition shall include the 

3 affidavit of the candidate being nominated, stating the 

4 candidate's name and residence, and that the individual is a 

5 candidate, is eligible for the office sought, and if elected 

6 will qualify for the office. 

7 Sec. 33. Section 331.203, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

8 amended to read as follows: 

9 1. The board may by resolution, or shall upon petition of 

10 the number of q~a%%f%e~ eligible electors of the county as 

11 specified in section 331.306, submit to the qualified electors 

12 of the county at a general election a proposition to increase 

13 the number of supervisors to five. 

14 Sec. 34. Section 331.204, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

15 amended to read as follows: 

16 1. In a county having a five-member board, the board may 

17 by resolution, or shall upon petition of the number of 

18 q~a~%£±ed eligible electors of the county as specified in 

19 section 331.306, submit to the qualified electors of the 

20 county at a general election a proposition to reduce the 

21 number of supervisors to three. 

22 Sec. 35. Section 331.207, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

23 amended to read as follows: 

24 1. The board, upon petition of the number of q~a~±f%ed 

25 eligible electors of the county as specified in section 

26 331.306, shall call a special election to be held for the 

27 purpose of selecting one of the supervisor representation 

28 plans specified in section 331.206 under which the board of 

29 supervisors shall be elected. 

30 Sec. 36. Section 303B.3, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

31 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

32 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The votes cast in the election 

33 shall be canvassed and abstracts of the votes cast shall be 

34 promptly certified by the commissioner to the commissioner of 

35 elections who is responsible under section 47.2 for conducting 
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1 
2 

3 
4 

5 
6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

11 
12 

13 

S.F. H.F. 

elections for that regional library board. In each county 
whose commissioner of elections is responsible under section 
47.2 for conducting elections held for a regional library 
board, the county board of supervisors shall convene at nine 

o'clock a.m. on the third Monday in November, canvass the 
abstracts of votes cast and declare the results of the voting. 

The commissioner shall at once issue certificates of election 
to each person declared elected. 

Sec. 37. Section 376.4, unnumbered paragraphs 5 and 6, 
Code Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

If the city clerk is not readily available during normal 
office hours, the city clerk shall designate other employees 
or officials of the city who are ordinarily available to 

14 accept nomination papers under this section. The city clerk 

15 shall accept the petition for filing if on its face it appears 
16 to have the requisite number of signatures and if it is timely 

17 filed. The city clerk shall note upon each petition and 
18·affidavit accepted for filing the date and time that the 

19 petition was filed. 
20 The city clerk shall deliver all nomination petitions 

21 together with the text of any public measure being submitted 
22 by the city council to the electorate to the county 
23 commissioner of elections not later than five o'clock p.m. on 
24 the day following the last day on which nomination petitions 
25 can be filed. 
26 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. Any person on whose behalf nomination 

27 petitions have been filed under this section may withdraw as a 
28 candidate by filing a signed statement to that effect as 

29 prescribed in section 44.9. Objections to the legal 
30 sufficiency of petitions shall be filed in accordance with the 
31 provisions of sections 44.4, 44.5, and 44.8. 
32 Sec. 38. Section 376.6, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

33 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 
34 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Each city clerk shall certify to 

35 the commissioner of elections responsible under section 47.2 
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1 for conducting elections for that city the type of nomination 

2 process to be used for the city no later thar. seventy-seven 

3 days before the date of the regular city election. If the 

4 city has by ordinance chosen a runoff election or has chosen 

5 to have nominations made in the manner provided by chapter 44 

6 or 45, or has repealed nomination provisions under those 

7 sections in preference for the primary election method, a copy 

8 of the city' ordinance shall be attached. No changes in the 

9 method of nomination to be used in a city shall be made after 

10 the clerk has filed the certification with the commissioner, 

11 unless the change will not take effect until after the next 

12 regular city election. 

13 . Sec. 39. Section 376.8, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

14 amended by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

15 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. In calculating the number of 

16 votes necessary to constitute a majority, fractions shall be 

17 rounded up to the next higher whole number. 

18 Sec. 40. Section 376.11, Code 1987, is amended by striking 

19 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

20 376.11 WRITE-IN VOTES. 

21 Write-in votes are permitted to be cast in all elections 

22 for city offices. A person who receives a sufficient number 

23 of write-in votes to be elected to a city office shall be 

24 declared the winner of the election. If a person who was 

25 elected by write-in votes chooses not to serve in that office 

26 the person shall submit a resignation in writing to the city 

27 clerk not later than five o'clock p.m. on the day following 

28 the canvass of the election. If a person who was elected by 

29 write-in votes resigns at a later time, the office shall be 

30 considered vacant at the end of the term and the council shall 

31 fill the vacancy pursuant to the provisions of section 372.13, 

32 subsection 2. 

33 Except in cities where the council has chosen a runoff 

34 election in lieu of a primary, following the resignation of a 

35 person who was elected by write-in votes, the city clerk shall 

-17-

• 

• 

• 



• • 1 

2 

3 
4 

5 

6 

7 
8 

9 

10 

11 

S.P . ________ H.P. 

notify the person who received the next highest number of 

votes cast for the office that the person may assume the 

office. If the person accepts the position, the person shall 
be considered the duly elected officer unless a petition 

requesting a special election is filed by eligible electors of 
the city equal in number to twenty-five percent of the number 

of persons who voted for the office at the election. If the 

person declines, the person shall do so in writing to the city 

clerk within ten days and the office shall be considered 

vacant at the end of the term. The vacancy shall be filled 

pursuant to the provisions of section 372.13, subsection 2. 
12 If the council chooses to appoint, the appointment may be made 
13 before the end of the current term. 

14 In city primary elections any person who receives write-in 

15 votes shall ex~cute an affidavit in substantially the form 

16 required by section 45.3, and file it with the county com-

17 missioner of elections or the city clerk not later than five 
18 o'clocK p.m. on the day after the canvass of the primary 

19 election. If any person who received write-in votes fails to 
20 file the affidavit at the time required, the county commis-

21 sioner shall disregard the write-in votes cast for that per-

22 son. A notation shall be made on the abstract of votes 

23 showing which persons who received write-in votes filed af-
24 fidavits. The total number of votes cast for each office on 

25 the ballot shall be amended by subtracting the write-in votes 
26 of those candidates who failed to file the affidavit. It is 

27 not necessary for a candidate 

28 ballot to file an affidavit. 

whose name was printed upon the 
Of the remaining candidates, 

29 those who receive the highest number of votes to the extent of 

30 twice the number of unfilled positions shall be placed on the 

31 ballot for the regular city election as candidates for that 
32 office. 

33 In cities in which the city council has chosen a runoff 

~ 34 election in lieu of a primary, if a person who was elected by 

35 write-in votes chooses not to accept the office by filing a 
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1 resignation notice with the city clerk or commissioner of 

2 elections not later than five o'clock p.m. on the day follow-

3 ing the canvass, all remaining persons who received write-in 

4 votes and who wish to be considered candidates for the runoff 

5 election shall execute an affidavit in substantially the form 

6 required by section 45.3 and file it with the county co~~is-

7 sioner or the city clerk not later than five o'clock p.m. of 

8 the fourth day following the canvass. If a person receiving 

9 write-in votes fails to file the affidavit at the time 

10 required, the county commissioner of elections shall disregard 

11 the write-in votes cast for that person. The abstract of 

12 votes shall be amended to show that the person who was 

13 declared elected declined the office and a notation shall be 

14 made next to the names of those persons who did not file the 

15 affidavit. A runoff election shall be held with the remaining 

16 candidates who have the highest number of votes to the extent 

17 of twice the number-of unfilled positions. 

18 In a city in which the council has chosen a runoff election 

19 if no person was declared elected for an office all persons 

20 who received write-in votes shall execute an affidavit in 

21 substantially the form required by section 45.3 and file it 

22 with the county commissioner of elections or the city clerk 

23 not later than five o'clock p.m. on the day following the 

24 canvass of votes. If any person who received write-in votes 

25 fails to file the affidavit the county commissioner of elec-

26 tions shall disregard the write-in votes cast for that person. 

27 The abstract of votes shall be amended to note which of the 

28 write-in candidates failed to file the affidavit. A runoff 

29 election shall be held with the remaining candidates who have 

30 the highest number of votes to the extent of twice the number 

31 of unfilled positions. 

32 Sec. 41. Section 420.130, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

33 follows: 

• 

• 

34 420.130 AFFIDAVIT OF CANDIDACY. • 

35 Candidates for city precinct committee member shall cause 
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1 their names to be printed on the primary ballot by filing an 

2 affidavit as provided for in section 43.18 with the county 

3 commissioner of elections at least ~n±r~y forty days prior to 
4 the day fixed for conducting the primary election. 

5 Sec. 42. EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 1 of this Act takes 
6 effect January 1, 1989. 

7 EXPLANATION 
8 This bill makes numerous technical and other changes in the 

9 laws governing elections and election procedures. The changes 

10 affect filing dates, the number of signatures required to 

11 nominate a partisan candidate, the explanations regarding 
12 maximum number of candidates for whom a primary election voter 

13 may vote, procedures for objections to nominations, hours and 

14 times auditors' offices must be open for voter registration, 

15 the number of offices a candidate may seek, the cost of 
16 publication and printing of ballots, procedures relating to 

17 change of address within a county, the percentage of votes 
18 needed to pass a public measure, procedures for tabulating 

19 votes, absentee ballot and federal write-in ballot provisions, 
20'procedures in school, merged area, and regional library 

21 elections, and nominations, write-ins, and other procedures in 

22 city elections. 

23 Section 1, relating to an initial filing date for candi-

24 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 
30 

31 
32 

33 
34 

35 

dates for county offices, takes effect January 1, 1989. Other 

provisions take effect July 1, 1988. 
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SENATE fILE 2212 

AN ACT 

~F.LATrNG TO ELECTIONS AND ELECTION PROCEDUR£S AND PROVIDING 
AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY or TilE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 39.22, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

1967, is amended to rcad as follows: 

I. B~ APPOINTMENT. The county board of supervisors may 

pass a resolution in fayor of filling the offices of trustee 
and clerk within a township by appointment by the board, and 

may direct the county commissioner of elections to submit the 
question to the eligible-voters qualified electors of the 

township at the next general election. In a township which 
does not include a city. eliqibie-yoters-shail-eonsist-of the 

voters of the entire townShip are eliqible to vote on the 

question. In a township which includes a city, elt9tbie 

.oters-are only those voters who reside outside the corporate 

limits of a city are eli9ible to vote on the question. The 

resolution shall apply to all townships which have not 

approved a proposition to fl11 township offices by 

appointment. It the proposition to fill the township offices 

by appointment is approved by a majority of tbe-eit9ible 

.ote~~ those votinq on the question, the board shall fill the 

offices by appointment i!S the terrns of offi.ce of the incumbent 

township officers expire. The election of the trustees and 

clerk of a township may be re$tored after approval of the 

appointment process under this subsection by a ,'esolution of 

the board of superviSal'S submitting the question to the 

~H9;'bh-¥otet"s ~~Hfie<!._elec_~ors who ar~ eligible to vote 

!2.~~9wnship officers of the township at the ne:..t general 

election. tf the pr~position to restote the election process 

is '.lpprov~d by a ~aj;.rili' of t!'lc-ei;'~ible- ... otet"~ tho~e 'JOn~9 

-
SE.'nate f'i Ie 22 32. p. :? 

()n_.!~...!.~!~ti~.!!.. t:le election..:: the township efficers sh<1l1 

commence ..... ith the next primary .:nd gent.·ral elections. A 

rl!solution submitting the quest_on of restoring the election 

at township officers at the nex: qeneral election shall be 

adopted by the board of supervj£ors upon petition of at least 

ten percent of thl" ~r~9;'bie-'1(tt:~C'~ 9.!!~.!.~f.i~.d electors of oil 

township. The initial tl!rms of the trustees shall be 

determined by lot, one for two :real'S, one-foC'-thrc~-y~ar!'t, and 

OM !~2 __ fo!: fOllr years. 

the method of selecting 

Howeve:, if a proposition to changp 

township officers is adopted by the 

electorate, a resolution to cha!\qe the method shall not be 

submitted to the electorate for four years. 

Sec. 2. Section 43.11, subsection 1, Code 1967, is amended 

to read as follows: 

1. For an elective county o:fice, in the office of the 

county commissioner not earli.er than seventy-eight da.l.!....!!..~ 

later than five o'clock p.m. on the fifty-fifth day prior to 

the day fixed for hold inC] the primary election. 

Sec. 3. Section 43.20, subsection 1, Code 19B7, is amended 

to read as follows: 

1. If for llI-state-cEHee gO'lernor, or United States 

senator, by at least one percent of the voters of the 

candidate's party, in eelch of at least ten counties of the 

state, and in the agqregate not less than one-half of one 

percent of the total vote of the candidate'S party in the 

state, as shown by the last qeneral electiQn. 

Sec. 4. Section 43.20, Code 198'J, is amendc:d by addioq the 

following new subsection 2 and ;enumbering the subsequent 

subsections: 

Nl:.'~ StleSEC"rION. 2. If for ~ny other st<lte office, by at 

least fifty signatures in each :f at least ten counties of th~ 

stat,e, clnd in the ~qqteqdt(· not l(>ss U,an OJl~ thous.lnd 

siqnd;htrL'S. 

~;ec. S. S~cl ion" 3 26, (':?dp Supplemp.nt 

r~Ml d$ (0110· ... $; 

"1. 26 BALLO: f'f"IR!-I. 

1987, is J.nended t.o 
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Senate ~'i it> 22]2, p . .1 

7he official primary election ballot shall be prepared. 

arran9cd. and printed substantially in the following form: 

PRIMARV ELECTION BAI.LOT 

(Name of party) 

of 

County of ..•....•• State of Iowa, ••.•.• Rotation (if any). 

primary election held on the ••••. day of June, 19 .. 

FOR UNITED STATES SENATOR 

IVote for no more than one.) 

CANOIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

~R UN[7&O STATES 

REPRESEtl7ATIVE 
(Vote for no ~ore than one., 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 

FOR GOVERNOR 

(Vote for no more than one. ) 
CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

(Followed by other elective state officers in the order in 

which they appear in section 39.9 and district officers in the 

order in which they appear in sections 39.1S and 39.16.) 

rOR COUNTY AUDITOR 

(Vote for no more than one.) 
CANDIDATE'S NAAE 

CANDIDATE' 5 NAME 

(Followed by other elective county officers in the order in 
.... hich they appear in sections 39.17 and ]90.18.) 

-

FOR TOWNS!HP CLERK 

(VO t p for ~Q.~ !_~ !'_<!~ ()ne. ) 
CANOl D,\Tf.' S NAHl: 

Se-nat!": Pile 2232. p. 

CANDIOA'I'£'S NA.~E: 

"'OR TOWNSHIP TRUSTEES 

(Vote (01' no more than t'Jo.) 

CANDIDATE'S NAfo!£ 

CANDIDATE'S NAME 

CANDIOATf.'S th\HE 

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 43.17 NUMBER OF VOTES PERMITTED PER 

OFFICE. 

The elector shall be permitted to vote foe no more candi

dates for any office than there are persons to be elected to 
the office. If an elector votes for more persons for any of

tice than the number permitted, the elector's ballot shall not 

be counted for that office. 

Sec. 7. Section 43.115, unnumbered paraqraph 1, Code 1987, 

is amended to read as follows: 

All candidates for nominations to be Made in primary 
elections held pursuant to section 43.112 shall file 

nomination papers with the city clerk not less than thtrty 
forty days prior to the date of the election as established by 

section 43.114, except that candidates for precinct cort'Jllittee 

m.ember shall file affidavits of candidacy as re<luired by 

section 420.130. The number of eli9ible electors s19nin9 

petitions required for printin9 the name of a candidate upon 

the official primary ballot shall be one hundred f()r an office 
to be filled by the voters of the entire Clty and twenty-five 

for an office to be filled by the voters of a subdivision of 

the CLty. 
Sec. S. Section 44.4, unnllmbered para9raphs 1 anll 1, Code 

Supplement 1987, are amended tC) read as follows: 

Nominatiolls made under the pl'ovisions of this chapter and 

chdpter 45 whic:h are required to be tiled in the oft ice c)f the 

5t,HI:" commissioner shall be tiled in :hilt offi.ce not nCHe thc1t'l 
ei~hty-five day5 Ilor ldter than five ~'clock p.m. on th~ 

5ixty-s,!~enth day prior to th~ date of t~e genptal electi.on t(: 
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be held in November; and those nominations ~ade for a special 

election called pursuant to section 69.14 shall be filed not 

less than t~enty days prior to the dAte of an election called 

upon at least torty days' notice and not less than seven days 

prior to the date of an election called upon at least ten 

days' notice. Nominations made pursuant to this Chapter and 

chapter 4S .... hich are required to be filed in tIle office of the 

commissioner shall be filed in that office not ~_than 

seventy-eight days nor later than five o'cloc~ p.m. on the 

fifty-fifth day prior to the date of the general election. 
Nominations made under this chapter or chapter 45 for city 

office shall be filed not more than 8i~ty-Ei.e seventy-t .... o 
days nor later than five o'cloc~ p.m. on the fortieth forty

seventh day prior to the city election with the city clerk, 
who shall process them as provided by law. 

abjeetion Objections to the legal sufficiency of a 

certificate of nomination or nomination petition or to the 

eligibility of a candidate may be flIed by any person who 
would have the riqht to vote for a candidate for the office 1n 

question. Such objections must be filed with the officer with 

whotll stich the certificate or petit!.~ is tiled and within ,the 

following time: 
Sec. 9. Section 44.8. Code 1987. is a~ended by adding the 

following new unnumbered parAgraph: 
N~ UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The hearing shall be held within 

twenty-four hours of the receipt of the objection if a primary 

e1ect1on must be held for the office souqht by the candidate 

against whom the objection has been filed. 
Sec. 10. Section 45.1, subsection 4. paraqrclph a. Code 

19B7, is amended to read as follows: 
a. In Except as otherwise pr()vided in subse£.tion S. in 

cities havinQ a population of three thous.1nd five hundred or 
gteater ~ccordinq to the most recent federal decennial census, 

nominat ions may be mdde by Ilol'tlill.ltion paper:. signed hy not 
l~ss than twenty-(iv~ eligible electors who dre residents of 

the city or ward. 

- " 
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Sec. 11. Section 45.1. Code 1~87, 1~ amended 'r-! ,lddin9 the 

following new subsecti()n: 

!!.EW SU8SEC~10~. 5. Nominations for candidates other than 

partisan candidates for elective office!i in special charter 
cities suhject to section 43.112 may tJe submitted as follovn: 

a. For the offic~ of mayor and aldp.rman at large. 

nominations tIIa), be made by nOrDination papers siqned by 

eligible electors residing in the city equal tn nu~ber to at 

least two percent ot the total vote rp.ceived by .1.11 candidates 

for mayor at tho last preceding city election. 
b. For the office of ward alderman. nominations may be 

made by nol'tlination papers signed by eligible electors residinq 
in the ward equal in number to dt least two percent of the 

total vote received by all candidates for ward alderman in 

that ward at the last preceding city election. 

Sec. 12. Section 48.1. Code 1987, is aMended to rf!ad as 
follows: 

4B.l COMMISSIONER OF REGISTRATION. 

The CO~is6ioner of eloctions of each county is designated 

the cornr.lissioner of registrat ion for that county, and !Day 
designate the city clerk of any city in the county. or the 

secretary of the board of directors of any school disl:rict 

which has i.ts office in that county. as a deputy co:nmissioner 
of registrati.()n who shall be responsible for voter 

registration. subject to the supervisiol\ of the county 

comrni!isioner. The r.()rrunis!iioner of registration or an employee 
of the cOIi'.JT1issiol\er of registration may visit each high school 

loc .. lted in the county. durinq the month of Hay of each year, 

~n~:tat otheE. til':l(!s.~!.t~~ discreti()~ of the C()l!'lllissi;£~e( of 

re9istr~.I.U.9'.£I..!. and offee to rC9ister any porson · .... ho is eligible 
under s~ction 48.2 to be rCQistered. 

Sec. 13. Section 48.11. unnumbered paragraph 2. Code 1987. 
is amended to read as follows: 

Reqistration shall close in a precinct at five o'clock 

p.m .• ten ddy~ before a general or primary eleclio~ dnd eleven 

rfays before all ot.her election!>. f~xcept as provided in section 

(J) 
." 
I\) 
I\) 
Co) 
I\) 
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48.3. The comrn15s10ner's otfice shall be open from eight 

o'clock a.tn. until at least six five o'clocl( p.m. on the day 

registration closes prior to each regularly Scheduled 

election. ~E counties ~here mobile deputy registrars ha~! 

been ~££inted, the commissioner's office .shall-!~~.!n open 

unt~~~_six o'clocl( p.rn. on the d~y registration closes 

for mobile deputy registrars to deliver completed forms, 

unless all cnobile peputy registrars have t~!.~ed i~_~tleir 

supplies ear lie: . ..:. 
Sec. 14. Section 48.2c}, Code U87. is amended to read as 

tollows: 
48.29 REMOVAL OP REGISTRATION. 

Upon registration in any county of an eligible elector who 

was previously a resident of another county. if that 
individual was a qualified elector in the former county of 

residence, the individual's name shall be struck from the 
record of voters currently registered in the former county of 

residence. If the registrar at any time discovers that the 
sacne individual is registered at more than one residence 

location, the commissioner or co~~issloners involved shall be 
intormed and shall follow the procedure prescribed by section 

48.l1, subsection T ~. 
Sec. 15. Section 49.12. unnumbered paragraph 2. Code 

Supplement 1981, is amended to read as follows: 
If double counting boards are not appointed for precincts 

USin9 paper ballots and usinq only three precinct election 
officialsL a fourth precinct election official shall be 

appointed from the election board panel to serve beginninq at 

6~ee-p~~~ the time th~ls close to assist in counting the 

paper ballots. 

Sec. l6. !:!f!i . .§[CTIO~. 49.41 MORE THAN ONE OF~'rCE PRO

HIBITED. 
A candidat(~ for public offi.ce shall not cause nomination 

papers to remain tiled 1n the office of the state commissioner 

or the cOlMlis!iioller on the last day of filing nor-tination 

papers, for more than one office to be filled at the gen~ral 

-

Senatf~ ~·il(~ 2232, p. tl 

el~ction. A candidate for d public: office La be filled ~t th! 

ge!'lcral election ~ho has filed nomination papers for more tha-. 

one office shall. not latar than the final date for filing. 

notify the stale comnissioner or commissioner by affidavit for 

which offlce the person elects to be a candidate, which in no 

case shall be more than one. In the event no such election lS 

made by that date by the candidate, the state commissioner 

shall not certify the person's nane to be placed on the ballot 

for any office nor shall the con~issioner place the person's 

nalDe on the ballot in any county. 

Sec. 17. Section 4C}.43. Code 1987. is amended to read as 

follows: 
4C}.43 CONS'1' I7U'1' tONAL AHENOMEN1' on O'l'HER PUBL I C M£ASURE. 

In precincts usin9 paper ballots all publi.c measures to be 
voted upon by an elector at a given election shall be printed 

upon ono ballot of some color other than white. In precincts 

using voting mach~nes all public measures shall be placed in 

the question row on the machine; however!. if it is impossible 

to place all the public measures on the machine ballot, or if 

only a portion of the qualified electors of the precinct are 

entitled to vote upon any ~easure presented, the commissioner 

may provide a separate paper ballot for the public measure or 

measures. 

Constitutional arnen~ments and ... ~;her public measures rnay be 

summarized_.£y" . .!.~e commlssion~r as provided in section 52.25. 

Sec. 18. Section 49.56. Code 1987. is amended to read as 

followJ5 : 

<9.56 MAX [HUH COST OF PRINTING. 

ihe cost of printlng the official electi.on ballots and 

pri:"lted supplies for voting machines shall not exceed ~I\ 

ame=~t-dct~r~t~ed-by-~he-dtr~etor-of-th~-dep~rt~e"t-of-generol 

servi-ee!5-or-the-dtrcetor.A.:s-de:Si:9I\ee ';he usual and custcrary 

rates~the""'p:rinte! charqe§ .. it.s regular customers. 

Sec. 19. Section 49.7-', slJbsp.ct~on 4. Code SuppleDent 
1987, is arnended to read as follows: 
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4. A person whose name does not appear on the election 

reqister of the precinct in which that person claims the ri9ht 

to vote shall not he permitted to vote. except in the 

£ircumstance d~~gri~ed in section 4S.7. subsection 1. 

paragraph "b". unless the commissioner informs the precinct 

eLection officials thAt <In error has occurred and that the 

person Is a qualified elector of that precinct. If the 

cOlMlissioner finds no record of the plHson's registration but 

the person insists that the person is a qualified elector of 

that precinct. the precinct election officials shall allow the 
person to cast is ballot in the manner prescribed by section 

49.81. 

Sec. 20. Section 50.22. Code Supplement 1987, is amended 

to read as follows: 

50.22 SPECIAL PR£CINCT BOARD TO DETER.MINE CIlALLt:f..'GES. 

Upon being reconvened. the special precinct election board 

shall review the information upon the envelopes bearing the 

special ballots. and all evidence submitted in support of or 

opposition to the right of each challenged person to vote in 

the election. The board may divide itself into panels of not 

less than three members each in order to hear and deter~ine 

two or more challenges simultaneously, but each panel shall 

meet the requirements of section 49.12 as reqards political 

party affiliation of the II'Ietnbers of each panel. 

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The decision to count or I'eject each 

ballot sha1l be nade upon the basis of the information given 

on the envelope containing thp. special ballot, tho ~vidence 

concerning the challenge. the registration and the returned 

receipts of registration. If the challenged._~oter·s 

!~91stration was canceled in the same county where the person 

attempted to vote because tirs..!; class CTlail Was. returned by the 

postal service durin.g~~....:J!!!..!..P..!'.~<:I!~~~~_~lect io'!.....!!! 

progress. the person's ballot shall be acceoted .. 1.~!._£2~!"'tin9 

!!~...!lect£~2:. registration Shol.~. be reinstated. 

If d special t,allot is relect,~d. the p~r30n ca~tin9 the 

ballot s.hall be notified by the cc~issione: within tl~fl d<lY~ 

--
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of th~ re~son for the rejection. on the form prescribed ~y the 

stale commissioner purSudnt to sp.ction S3.25. and the env~lope 

contdi.ninq the special ballot shall be preserved lInope-np.d ,lnd 

disposed of in the same manner as spoiled ballots. 7h«: 

special b,lllots which are accepted shall be counted in the 

manner prescribed by section 53.24. The commissioner shall 

make l)llbl ic the nUCTlber of special ballots rejected and not. 

counted. at the tiCTIe of the canvass of the election. 

Sec. 21. Section 50.45, Code 19B7, is amended to read as 

follows: 

50.45 CANVASS PUBLIC -- RESULT DETERMINED. 

All c.anvasses of hlly lists shall be public, and the 

persons having the 9reatest number of votes shall be declared 

elected. ~~!!!~_p.~~.~A£. ~~~s.ltre has been Hubl'bitte!:!~.!:.p....!.!l~ 

electors. the propos i t ion s~_~!..!. .~._~~~.!~~.2 .. l? have b~!! 

~~?2~ed it the vote cast in favor of the question is qreatar 

!...~!!_!.!.fty perc~nt of the total vote cast in favor and aq~!~_t. 

!!1.!L9.11estion, unless )aws pertaining specificallL!2._th~ 

p~~!J...£ . ..!!I.!.'!~!..!L~!£ti<2.[L establish a higher percentage of a 

favorable vo.te. All ball~~!I: .. ~!.L!!'''£...!l2.~_99.!:!..~ted as a vote 1n 

favor or aqainst the proposition shall not be used in 

£~..E.l!~.~~U.he t9.:~~'~!u~2te cast in favor and a9ai~H._t~! 

~.9l?~gy~.'l:. 
Sec. 22. Section 51.1. Code 1987, is amended to read as 

follows: 

51.1 E:I.ECTICm COtJNTIN(; BOAIU). 

In all election precinct$ lhe board ot supervisors ~ay 

atltllOri;.:e the cortJl1issioner to appoint tor e,lch pt'i:r!>l!I.t',-a"d 

IJenerei elect.ion .i.~.~~.ictl a hiqtl voter turnout lS antici~t~ 

five additional precinct ~lecli()n officials to he known dS the 

~lection counting board. 

Sec. 13. S~cLion 51.7. Code 1967, is amended to rc~d as 

follows: 

'il.7 DUTJP.S Of [)OU81.E BOA1WS. 

The counl.lnq boards shall proceed to the respect.ive vot,inq 

pLlces t.o which t.lley have bl"(!r\ .,ppoint~'h-ttt:-one-o"eteelo:-r,::r.':7 

(J) 

" t-.) 
t-.) 
c.> 
t-.) 
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cr-tn-~"y-pree~~et-r"-.~teh-the-ec~i~~to"~r-~heii-dee~-it 

"p.ee$$erY7-at-saeh-eftrlier-hour-dfter-~t"e-o·eloek-e'~'7 at 

such ti~~ as the commissioner may direct, and shall take 

charqe of the ballot box containin9 the ballots alreddy cast 

in that precinct. it The counting board shall retire to a 

partitioned space or room provided for that purpose and there 
proceod to count and tabulate the ballots as it shall find 

them deposited in the ballot bOK. The receiving board shall 
continue to receive the votes of electors in the other bOK 

provided, until such time as the counting board shall have 
finished countin9 and tabulating the ballots cast in the first 

ballot box. The two boards shall then exchange the first box 
for the second box and so continue until they have counted and 

tabulated all the votes cast on that election day. When the 

hour arrives for c!osinq the polls. the receiving board shall 

certify to all matters pertaining to casting of ballots and 
shall then unite with the counting board in the counting of 

ballots. The precinct election officials shall then divide 
the ballots not counted and each qroup of officials shall 

proceed to canvass their portion of the same. When the 
canvass has been completed the officials shall report the 

result of their canvass in the ~anner provided hy section 

SO .11. 

Sec. 24. Sectlon S2.22, unnumbered paraqraph 1, Code 19B7, 

is amended to read as follows: 

The precinct election officials shall, as soon as the count 
i6 completed and fully ascertained as in this chapter 

required. lock the machine aqainst voting. and it shall so 
remain until thirty d~ys after the proclamation of the res~lts 

of said ~ election. except that it shall remain locked only 
ten days after a primary cr school election, and only two days 

after a city primary el~ction. if such election is not 
cont€!sted. 

Sec. 25. Section S2.2S. Cod€! 1987, is amended t() read it!; 

follows: 

S 2 • 25 SUHl'I.AR'i or AMP.NOMENT OR punL I C Mf.AS1)RF:. 

-
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The qo.Jestion of a constitutional convention, arnendml~nts.! 

and publ ic measures includinq bond issues May be votl?d on the 

voting machines and on s'p':ec!.!.~per ballots dnd lIallo.~ ... ~~£ds 
in the following manner: 

7he ~ntire convention question. amendment or public measure 

shall be printed and displayed prominently il\ at least two 

four places within the voting prccinct L and inside each voti~9 

booth, or on the left-hand side inside the curtain of each 

voting machine, said the printin9 to be in conformity with th~ 

provisions of chapter 49. The public measure shall be 
summarized by the commissioner dnd in the largest type 

possible printed on the ~p'ec~al paper ballots, ballot c~rd~ 
or inserts used in 8Gtd the voting machines. except that: 

L In the case of the question of a constitutional 
convention. or of an amendment or measure to be voted on in 

the entire state. the summary tc-ba-piaeed-~n-tbe-.oti"~ 

~aehine-inserts shall be worded by the state commissioner of 

elections as required by section 49.44;-and~ 

2. In the case of a public question to be voted on in a 

political subdivision lying in more than one county. tne 
summary shall be worded by the commissioner responsible under 

section 47.2 for conductinq that election. 
Sec. 26. Section 52.32. unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 1987. 

lS amended to read as follows: 

The provisions. of this section !SnaH apply. in lieu of 

sections SO.l to 50.12 L to any precinct for those elections at 

which voting is conducted by means of an electronic voting 

system and the b~111ots ar(! to be counted at a counting cent~.~ .. 

Sec. 27. Section 52.32. sllbsection 2. Code 198" • .is 
amended to read as follows: 

2. 'Fhe If ba!]52t cards are used and write-in votes a!.~ 

ca.st ..2.1~.'!""!!p_<!rate envel~..p~--2.! write-.in ballot, the precinct 
election officials shall next count the write-in votes cast in 

the prC!'cinct. if any. If beii()t-eord3-dte-t1~e(h-a"d-,epct"at:e 

wt"ite-·i"-bai.ot~-or-~"velope~-~or-recordin9-write-i"-vote$-Gr~ 

a!'lp.d..,-aH ~..!!_c:i.al paper ballots or bd~1.2.~.cards ~~t!_.~.!!..E::d and 
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write-in vo:es are I't!corded dq~.!..!y""upon the bal . .!.2l..!~.~his 

~~bsection doe$ not applY~._~~ ballots or envelopes on which 
write-in votes have been recorded shall be serially numb~rod, 

starting with the number one, and the same number shall be 
pl,leed on the regular ballot card of that yoter. 'J'he preclnct 

election official shall compare the write-in votes with the 
votes cast on the ballot card. If the total number of votes 

for any otfice exceeds the number allowed by law. a notation 

to that effect shall be entered on the back of the ballot CArd 

and the votes for the office involved shall not be counted. 

Sec. 28. Sectlon 53.22, subsection 5, Code Supplement 

1987, is aoended by addlng the following new unnumbered 

paragraph: 
NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Absentee ballots voted under 

this subsection shall be delivered to the commissioner no 

later than the time the polls are closed on election day. Jf 

the ballot is returned by ~ail the carrier envelope must be 

clearly postmarked by an officially authorized postal service 
not later than the day before the election and received by the 

commissioner no later than the time established for the 
c~nvass by the board of supervisors for that election. 

Sec. 29. Section S3.38, Code 19B7, is amended to read as 

follows: 
53.)8 AFFIDAVIT CONSTITUTES REGISTRATION. 
Whenever a ballot is requested pursuant to section S).)9 or 

S3.45 on behalf of a voter in the armed forces of the United 
States, the affidavit upon the ballot envelope of such voter, 

it the voter is found to be an eligible elector of the county 
to which the ballot is 6ub~ittcd, shall constitute a 

sufficient reqistration under the' provisions of chapt.er 48 and 

the cortlJT1issioner shall place the voter's name on the 

regifltration record as a qualified elector, if it does not 

already dppear there. 
Sec. 30. Section SJ.4S, :Jllbs~ctions 1 and 4, Code 

Suppleme-nt. 1987, are amp.nd(!d to read a.s follows: 

" 
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1. As provided in t:his zect ion, .. ne com..nissioner shall 

provide special abs~nte-e ballot~ to be used for state general 

elections. A special absentee ballot shall only be provided 

to tt-qtteHHed ~tDJ9J.~1.,!; elector \.'ho completes an 
application stalir,,) both ()f the follo .... ing to the best of the 

qualified eligible elector'fl belief: 
a. The qttaHhed eli9ible elector .... ill be residinq or 

stationed or working outside the continental United States. 
b. The qttei~fied !!lg~ble elector will be unable to vote 

and return a regular absentee ballot by normal mail delivery 

withln the period provided for re9ular absentee ballots. 

The application for a special absentee ballot shall not be 
filed earlier than ninety days prior to the general election. 

The special absentee ballot shall list the offices and 
measures, if known. scheduled to appear on the general 

election ballot. The qdalified eli9ible elector may use the 
special absentee ballot to write in the name of any eligible 

candidate for each ott ice and may vote on any measure. 
4. Notwithstanding the provisions of section 53.49. a 

qttlllHfted an eligible elector who reque-sts a special absentee 
ballot under this section may also make application for an 

absentee ballot under section 53.2 or an armed forces absentee 
ballot under section 53.40. If the regular absentee or armed 

forces absentee ballot is properly voted and returned, the 
Gpecial absentee ballot is void and the commissioner shall 

reject it in whole when special absentee ballots are 

canvassed. 
Sec. 31. NEW SECTIO~. S3.53 rED£RAL WRrTE-IN BALr.OTS. 
Upon receipt of an offici.":ll federal write-in ballot, the 

commissioner shall ex,arnine the voter's written declarations on 

the envelope. If it appears th~t the voter is eliqible to 

vote under the provlsions of thi!i division, llas applied in a 

tirne'ly fashion fo:, ,1n absentee ballot. and has complied .... ith 

d11 requirements !or the- fedeul write--in ballot, then the 
f~de-ral write-in ~allot is valid unless th~ lowd ~bsentee 

b,)llot is receivetj i.n time to b*~ (:ounted. 

(Jl .., 
N 
N 
(.) 
N 
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The voter's cieclaration or affirmation on the federal 

write-in ballot constitutes a sufficient registration und~r 

the proYisions of chapter 48 and the commissioner shall place 

the voter's name on the reqistration record as a qualified 

elector. if the voter's name does not already appear on the 

re9istration record. ~o witness to the oath Is necessary. 

The federal Write-in ballot shall not be counted if any of 

the following apply: 
1. The ballot was submitted from within the United States. 

2. The voter's application for a regular absentee ballot 
was received by the commissioner less than thirty days prio~ 

to the election. 
J. The voter's cOMpleted regular or special Iowa absentee 

ballot was received by the deadline foe return of absentee 

ballots established in section 53.17. 

4. The votet's federal write-in ballot was received after 
the deadline for return of absentee ballots established in 

section S3. l7. 
Sec. 32. Section 217 •• , unnumbered paraqraph 2, Code 

Supplement 1981, lS amended to read as follows: 
The secretary of the school board shall accept the petition 

fot filing if on lts face it appears to have the requisite 

numbet of 5i9.!!!tu!"'~!""!"'1}2_).l.E_ i.s timely (i led. The sectetary 

of the school board shall note upon e~£n.."p'etition and 

affidavit acceeted fo!_tUj!l~L.!:.~~j~te and til'l\c that the 

~.iti0Il.~.!.!....Ukd....:.. The secretary of the school board shall 
deliver all nomination petitions! .. ~2.9.!J:.!}~!..._with the complete 

text. of.....!!'..Y......E..!!£!_~s._"!.~'!.sute b~~I}9....submitted by the hoard to the 
el~ctotate, to the county cOI"lUTli,ss.ioner of elections not later 

than live 0' doc!>. p.r.. on the day following the last day on 
which no:ninaUon petiUons can b(! filed. 

PARAGRAPH DIVlm:.Q. Any person Oli whose behalf nominatIOn 
petitions have heen filed unJet this section nay .... it.hdra·J as a 

candidate by filing ~ signed statement to that effect with the 
eOlNl'li:~~tO"~f' !!:.£cr(>t.i.lry ,ll any t:i/TI~ prior 1.0 five o'cloc!,; p.n. 

on th(> thitty-fit:h day bL~foi"e r:he ~l~ct I:)n. 

S~C ]·l. ~_t:~._:?I::C1.:.~O~. ?77.S OBJI::C'l·IOtlS TO NO:-!INAr:ONS. 
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Object.ions to the legal sufficiency of a nomination peti

tion or to the eligibility of a candidate may be filed by any 

person who would have the right to vote for a candidate for 

the office In questlon. The objecti.on ~U9t be filed with the 

secretary of the school board at least thi r ty days before the 

day ot the school election. When objections ate filed notice 
ahall forthwith be given to the candidate affected, addressed 

to the candidate's place of residence as given on the 
candidate's affidavit, statinq that objections have been made 

to the legal sufficiency ot the petition or to the eligibility 
of the candidate, and also stating the time and place the 

objections will be considered. 

Objections shall be considered not later than two working 

days following the receipt of the objections by the president 
of the school board, the secretary of the school board, and 

one additional member of the scnool board chosen by ballot. 

tf objections have been filed to the nominations of either of 

those school officials, that official shall not pass on the 
objection. The official's place shall be filled by a member 

of the school board against whom no objection exists. The 
replacement shall be chosen by ballot. 

Sec. 34. Section 280A.l5. subsection 2, Code 1987. is 
aGO.ended to read as follo .... s: 

2. Each candidate for ~e~ber of the board of directors of 
a merqed area shall be nominated by a petition signed by not 

less than fifty eligible electors of thc director district 

horn which the member is to be elected. The petition shall 

state the number of the director district ftom which the 

candidatt~ sE!eks election. and the candidate'S n"me and staltlS 

a& an eligible elector of the di,rector district. ~igners of 

t.he petition, in addition t.o signing their names. shall sho .... 

their residence, includifHJ street. ~nd number if any, the 
school rii&ttict in which they teside. and the d.ate they Signed 

t he pet i t ion. Elich .'''''I''Ii-"" t t on-lMpet" - ~h~ H -hll"~ -eppe"ded -to- t t 
~rt-ll£fi-dft.i-t··o£-ll~-e~tq*bie-~.eetor-o~hef'-thnn-th~-ea"d*det~ 

i-"-~nb~t~n~i-~t~,-~~~-fot"m-?~ov'ded-~,,··~~et~on-.3~t17-e~ce~t-n~ 

• 
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to-p~rt,-effi!:stiO"7 the petition shall include the 

affidavit of t:"':P. candidate being nominated, statinq the 

candidate's nall1e and residence, and that the indivi.dual 15," 

candidate. is eligible Cor the office sought, and if elected 
will qualify tor the office. 

Sec. 35. Section 331.203, subsecti.on 1, Code 1987. i.s 

amended to read as follows: 

1. The board may by resolution, or shall upon petition of 
thp. number of q~a4ified ~ible electors of the county as 

specifi.ed in secti.on 331.306. submit to the qualified electors 
of the county at a general election a proposition to increase 

the number of supervisors to five. 

Sec. 36. Section 331.204. subsection 1. Code 1987. is 

amended to read as follows: 

1. In a county having a five-member board l the board may 

by resolutlon. or shall upon petition ot tne number of 
q~elified eli9ible electors of tne county as specified in 

section 331.306 1 submit to the qualifiad electors of the 
county at a general election a proposit ion to reduce the 

number of supervisors to three. 

Sec. 37. Section 331.207 1 subsection 1, Code 19B7. is 

amended to read as follows: 
1. The board, upon petition of the ntlmber of que:i!ied 

eligible electors of the county as specified in section 

331.306, shall call a special election to be held for the 

purpose of selecting one at the supervisor representation 
plans specified in section 311.206 under which the board of 

supervisors shall be elected. 

Sec. 38. Section 3038.3. Code 19tH, is amended by adding 

thL" following Lew unnumbered paragraph: 

t!£W llNNIJMB[IED._PARACRAP~. The votes cast in the elect ion 

shall he canvasse-d dnd abstracts of the votes car,t shall be 
promptly certi! :'ed by the co:nmhsioner to the corr...rnissioroer of 

elections who :s cespol\siblt! under se-ction 47.2 for condtlctinq 
elf'ct;ions for ',:1,ll region,ll lihl'<1.ry bo'lfd. In each (county 

who!le comrt<iSSI::-~r of elections is responsihle- under section 

-
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~J.l tor conducting electicns held tor a regional library 

board. the county board of ~upervisors shall convene at nine 

o'clock a.m. on the third ~ond<lY in Novembe-r, canvass the 

abstracts of votes cast and declare the re~ults of the votinq. 

The cOfl\/Dissioner shall at once issue certificates of election 

to each person declared el~cted. 

Sec. 39. Section 376.4, unrlumbered paraqraphs 5 and 6, 

Code Supplement 19B7. ace aroende-d to read as follows: 

If the city clerk. is not readiIY . .iI_l.::ailable during normal 

office hours. the cj~l-Ele~_~~!l designate other ~~2~~es 
or officials at the city who are ordinarily available to 

accept nomination pbpers under this section. The city clerk 

shall accept the petition tor filing it on its face it appears 

to have the requisite number of si9natures and if it is timely 
filed. The city clerk shall note upon each petition and 

affidavit accepted for filing the date and time that the 
petition was filed. 

The city clerk shall deliver all no~ination petitions 
together with the text of any public measur~_bein9 submitted 

~he city council to the electorate to the county 
commissioner of elections not later than five o'clock p.m. on 

the day following the last day on which nomination petitions 
can be filed. 

PARAGRAPH DIVIDEO. Any prrson on whose behalf nomination 
petitions have been filed tlnder thls sect ion may withdra .... as oil 

candidate by filir.q a signed statement to that effect as 
prescI'ibed in section 44.9. Obiection.~_~o the legal 

sll~!.!gl.~.nc'l of pl.': ~tioos sha.l...!....!!~ .. ~.~~.~d in &CCOrd'l!"s.~ .~.~_~th(' 

provisiofl!i of .~!"S .. l2.~\~ .~1.:i! .. :!.i.:~~ 
Sec. 411. Sect:~n 376.6. Colle 19f1'), is <lmended by adding 

the follm..-tng n(~w ·.Htnumbe-r(!c p,\r<l91'aph: 

!lEW UN~()H~~~f.0 .?~~.AGRAP!i Each city cl~r~ shall certify tc 
t}le cOI'iU1Iissioner G: clccUo:,.:> re-sponsible under section ~".2 

for conductin~ cl~ction5 (O~ ttlAt city the type u( nomination 
l)roces~ to be use~ tOt the city no later than spventY"sevcn 

d~ys b~(or~ the d.:e of the regular city l.'lection. If t~le 

en 
"TI 
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W 
I\) 



Sendt.p rile 2212. p. 19 

city has by ordinance chosen a runott election or has c.losen 

to have nominations made in the manner provided by chapter 44 

or 4S. or has repealed nomination provisions under those 

sections in preference for the pri~ary election ~ethod. a copy 

of the city ordinance shall be attaChed. No changes in the 

method at nomination to be used in a city shall be made after 
th~ clerk has filed the certification with the commissioner, 

unless the change will not take effect until after the next 

regular city election. 
Sec. 41. Section 376.8, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

amended by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

NEW UNNU~8ERED PARAGRAPH. In calculating the number of 
votes necessary to constitute a majority, fractions shall be 

rounded up to the next hiqher whole number. 
Sec. 42. Section 376.11. Code 1987, is acr.ended by striking 

the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

376.11 WRITE-IN VOTES. 

Write-in votes are per~itted to be cast 1n all elections 
for city offices. A person who receives a sufficient nu~ber 

of write-in votes to be elected to a city office shall be 
declared the winner of the election. If a person who was 

elected by write-in votes chooses not to serve in that office 

the person shall submit a resignation in writing to the city 

clerk not later than five o'clOCk p.m. on the day following 
the canvass of the election. If a person who was elected by 

~rite-in votes resi9ns at a later ti~e, the office shall be 

cons1dered vacant at the end of the term and the counc11 shall 

till the v~c~ncy pureu4nt to the prov.sions of section 372.13. 

ftub:Joct ion 2. 

Except in cities ~h~ce the ccuncil has chosen a runoff 

~)ection In lieu of a primary. tollowinq the resignation of a 

pereon ~ho ~as elected by ~rite-in votes, the city clerk shall 
notify the person who received the next highest number of 

votes cast tor the office that th~ p~rson may a!~surne the 
office. If the person accepts thl" position. the person ~hall 

be consider~d the duly elected offic~r llnless d petition 

- e 
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requ~sting d special election i~ file,~ by eligible ~l~ct()rs ot 

the city equal in ~u~ber to twenty-fi~e percent of the nunber 

of persons who voted for the office at the election. If the 

(Jerson declines, the person shall do so in wntinq to the city 

clerk within ten days and th~ office shall be conaider~d 

vacant at the end of the term. The vacancy shall be filled 

pursuant to the provisions of section 3"12.13. subsection 2. 

It the council chooses to appoint. the appolntment may be made 

before the end of the current term. 
In city primary elections any person who receives write-in 

votes shall execute an affidavit in substantially the form 

required by section 4S.3. and file it with the county com

missioner of elections or the city clerk not later than five 

o'clock p.m. on the day after the canvass of the primary 

election. If any person ~ho received write-in votes fails to 

file the affidavit at the time required. the county cO:Tlfllis
sioner shall disregard the write-in votes cast for that per

son. A notation shall be trtade on the abstract of votes 
showing wh.ch persons ~ho received ~rite-in votes filed af

fidavits. 7he total number of votes cast for each office on 

the ballot shall be amended by subtracting the write-in votes 

ot those candidates who failed to tile the affidavit. It is 

not necessary f(H a candidate .... hose nar'le was pr inted upon the 

ballot to file an affidavit. Of the remaining candidates. 
those who receive the higl1est I\unber of votes to the extent of 

twice the r\u~ber of unfilled pOSitions shall be placed on the 
ballot for the regular city elect. ion as candidat~s for that 

of flee. 
In cities in which the city council lidS chosen a runoff 

electlon in lieu of a prlmdry. if a pprs()n who was elected by 

write-in votes ChOO!>~5 not t.o al:c~(lt til€.' office by filil)(~ a 

resiqnation notice with the city clerk 0(" commissioner of 

elections not later than five o'cLock p.m. on the d3y tollolo'

inq th€." carwass. all !"emainlnq p(~:son!, .... ho I·eceived ~rite-in 
vc~,-,s and ~ho .... ish t':". b.~ conf>ider~d c,\I'didJ.tca for the runoff 

t,lt~ct.lon shall el':"'t:\Jt.r~ an <lUi.davlt in s\lh:~t.anti<llly th~ fOt!ll 
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fp.qllired by s.ection 45.) and file it with the county comrnis

sionnr or the city clerk not later than five o'clock p.m. of 

the fourth day followin9 the canvass. If a person receivin9 

write-in votes fails to file the affidavit at the time 

required. the county cOCTllllissioner of elections shall di.sreqard 

the vrite-in Yotes cast for that person. The abstract at 

Yotes shall be amended to 6how that the person who was 

declared elected declined the oftice and a notation shall be 
made next to the names of those persons who did not tile the 

affidavit. A runoff election shall be held with tho renalning 

candidates who have the hiqhest nu~ber of votes to the extent 

of twice the number of unfilled positions. 
In a city in .... hich the council has chosen a runoff election 

it no person was declared elected for an office all persons 
who received weite-in votes shall execute an affidavit 1n 

substantially the form required by section 45.3 and file it 
with the county co~is9ioner of elections or the city clerk 

not later than five o'clock p.m. on the day following the 
canvass of votes. If any person ~ho received write-in votes 

faila to file the affidavit the county commissioner of elec
tions shall disregard the write-in votes cast for that person. 

The abstract of votes shall be amended to note which of the 

write-in candidates failed to file the affidavit. A runoff 

election shall be held .... ith the remaining candi.dates who have 
the highest number of votes to the extent of twice the number 

ot unfilled positions. 
Sec. 43. Section 420.13Q. ('.ode 1987. is amended to read as 

follolols: 
420.130 AFFIDAVrT OF CAtlDIDACi. 

Candidates (or city precinct c()mnittef! member shall cause 
their names to be printed on the pnm,uy ballot by filing an 

affidavit as provi.ded for in section 41.18 wit.h the county 
commissioner of elections at least ~"r~ty for~y days prior to 

the day fixed for conducting the pcimacy el~ctLon. 

Sec. 44. EFFECTIVE DATI:. 
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1. TIlls Act, b~in9 deCrllp.d of itntnedidt.e impottance, takes 

etfect upon enactment. 
2. However, the amendment to section 43.11, subsection 1, 

Code 1987, as pnacted by this Act, takes effect January 1, 

1989, and all section~ of this Act except the sections 

amending section 43.11, suhsect ion 1, and section 'joO.22. Code 

Supplement 1987, take ~ffect July I, 1968. 
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