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A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to physician assistants. establishing a joint 

2 board of physician assistant examiners. providing for the 

4 

5 

3 registration and licensure of physician assistants, making 

penalties applicable, providing properly related matters, and 
provlding an effective date. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section IJ6C.3, s~bsection 2, un~umbered 

2 paragraph 1, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

3 Establish minimum tralning standards including contlnlling 

4 education requirements, a"d ddxinlster examinations and 

5 disciplinary precedures f~' operators of radiation machines 

6 and users of radioactive materials. A state of Iowa license 

7 to practice medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, 

8 dentistry, dental hygiene, or veterinary medicine, or 

9 eer~±f±e6tio~-e5-a-~hy5ie±en~5-8~~±5~8"t-8~-de~t"ed-±"-seetien 

10 t.48€~~'-5~b~ee~ion-6 licensure as a physician ass:stant 

11 pursuant t2 chapter 148C, or certification by the board of 

12 dental examiners on dental radiography, or enrollment :n a 

13 program or course of study approved by the Iowa department of 

14 public health which includes the application of radiation to 

15 hllmarlS satisfies the minimum training standards for operation 

16 of 

17 

radiation machines only. 

Sec. 2. Section 147.1, subsections 2 and 3, Code 

18 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

19 2. "Licensed" or "certified" when applied to a physician 

20 and surgeon, podiatrist, osteopath, osteopathic physician and 

21 surgeon, physician assistant, psychologist or associate 

22 psychologist, chiropractor, nurse, dentist, denta: hygienist, 

23 optometrist, speech pathologist, audiologist, pharmaCist, 

24 physical therapist, occupational therapist, practitioner of 

25 cosmetology, practitioner of barbering, funeral director, 

26 dietitian, or social worker means a person licensed under this 

27 title. 

28 3. 'Profession" means medicine and surgery, podiatry, 

29 osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and surgery, practice as a 

30 physician assistant, psychology, chiropractic, ~ursing, 

31 dentistry, dental hygiene, opto~etry, speech pathology, 

32 audiology. pharmacy, physica! therapy, occupational therapy, 

11 cosmeto:ogy, barbering, mortuary science, social work or 

34 dietetics. 

35 Sec. J. Section c47.2, Cede 1987, is amended :0 read as 

• 



-

1 follows: 

2 147.2 LICENSE REQUIRED. 

3 N~ ~ person shall not engage in the practice of medicine 

4 and surgery. podiatry, osteopathy. osteopathic medicine and 

5 surgery, psychology, chiropractic, physical therapy, ~ursing. 

6 dentistry, dental hygiene, optometry, speech patho:ogy, 

7 audiology. occupational therapy, pharmacy, cosmetology, 

8 barbering, dietetics, or mortuary science or s!.1al1 not 

9 QIactice as a physician assistant as defined in the following 

10 chapters of this title, unless the person has obtained Erom 

11 the department a license for that purpose. 

12 Sec. 4. Section 147.3, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

:47.3 QUALIFICATIONS. 

An applicant for a license to practice a profession under 

this title is not ineligible because of age, citizenship, sex, 

race, religion, marital status or national origin, although 

the application form may require citizenship information. A 

board may consider the past felony record of an applicant only 

if the felony conviction relates directly to the practice of 

med~e~ne,-podia~ry,-os~eopathy,-os~eopathie-medieine-and 

stlrge~Y7-ehiroprae~~e,-ntlrsin97-psyeho~o9Y7-optometrY7-~peeeh 

patho~o9Y7-attd~o~o9YI-pharrnaeY7-phy~iea±-therapYI-0eetlp8tional 

ther8pY7-eosmetoro9y,-barber~n9,-morttl8ry-se~enee,-~oeial-w~r~ 

or-dieteties the profession for which the applicant requests 

26 to be licensed. Character references may be required. but 

27 shall not be obtained from licensed members of the profession. 

28 Sec. 5. Section 147.13, Code 1987. is amended to read as 

29 fallows: 

30 147.13 DESIGNATION OF BOARDS. 

31 The examining boards provided in section 147.12 shall be 

32 designated as fallows: 

33 <. For medicine and surgery, and osteopathy. and fe 3
3

45 osteopathic medicine and surgery, medical examlners;--for..:. 

2 . Fo r ph ys i c ian ass i 5 tar. t s ,-' --,J--,O,-,i:..:n-,-t"-----=b-=o:.;a,,,r=--Q=-' --=o-=f--,P",h,,-v,-.S i cia n 
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2 3. For psychoiogy. psycho:ogy examl~erR7-€e~. 

3 , 
~ . For podidtry, podia~ry cXdminers;-fo~~ 

4 S. For clli:cpractic, cti~c;)ract~c cXdminerS7-fDr~ 

5 G. 

7 7. ~or nursir.<;;, tioard oC n\lrsing;-f~t'..:.. 

8 8. For dentistry and de~:d: hygiene. dental examiners; 

9 fe~. 

10 9. For optometry. optometry exa~iners7-fer~ 

II 10. For speech pathology a~d audiology. speech pathology 

I? and audiology examiners7-~er~ 

13 II. For cosmetology. cosmetology examiners7-fer. 

12 . Fo r 

l3. For 

barbering. barber exam~ners7-!er~ 

pharmacy. pharmacy examiners~-fe~~ 

16 14. For mortuary science, mortuary science examiners;-Eer. 

17 15. For social workers. social work examiners;-fer. 

18 16. For dietetics, dietetic examiners. 

19 Sec. 6. Section 147.14, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

20 amended to read as follows: 

21 2. For medical examiners. five members licensed to 

~2 practice medicine and surgery. two members licensed to 

23 practice osteopathic medicine and surgery, ene-meffloer-eppreved 

24 e~-e-phy~~e~enL~-e~~i~te~t7 and two members not licensed to 

25 practice either medicine and surgery or osteopathic medicine 

26 and surgery, er-8ppreved-a~-o-phy~~eianis-assistant7 and who 

27 shall represent the general ?~b:ic. and one nonvoting member 

7.8 who is licensed as a physician assistant. P~e-phy~~eianL~ 

29 e~~i~tent-~~e!t-~awe-o~l-the-rig~t~-dnd-pr%w~!ege~-eE-e-boa~~ 

10 me~ber-bHt-may-vote-~Miy-e~-~nt~~~~-~e~~t±~9-to-d±~eipiine-of 

3~ ~h'l~+e~8"~2-~s~~5teMt~~-e~~etitien-ef-~~1S±e~e"5L-a~sista~~~ 

32 ~~6-r~iee-o~-?otie~e~-d~~eetiy-tlf~eeti~~-phy~±e~3ne~ 

].3 a~~~s~e~~~~ A ~ajority Q~ ~~e '/oti~q me~bers of the board 

3~ cOllscitutes a quorum. 

35 Sec. 7. Section lC7.1~. Cnde 1987, IS amended by adding 

-5-
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S. F. ~1Ittl H. F. 

1 the following new subsection: 

.. c 2 NEW SUBSECTION. 12. For the joint board of physician 

3 assistant examiners, three members licensed to practice as 

4 physician ass~stants, one member lice~sed to practice medicine 

5 and surgery who superv:ses a physician assistant, one member 

6 licensed to practice osteopathic medicine and surgery who 

7 supervises a physiclan assistant, and two members who are not 

8 licensed to practice either medicine and surgery or 

9 osteopathic medicine and surgery or licensed as a physician 

10 assistant and who shall represent the general public. A 

Ii majority of membecs of the board constitutes a quorum. 

12 Sec. 8. Section 147.16, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

13 the following new ~nnumbered paragraph: 

14 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. However, each licensed physician 

15 assistant member of the joint board of physician assistant 

16 examlners shall be actively engaged in practice as a physician 

17 assistant and sha"l have been so engaged for a period of three 

18 years just preceding the member's appointment, the last year 

19 of which shall be in this state. 

20 Sec. 9. Section 147.25, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1987, 

21 1S amended to read as follows: 

22 In addition to any other fee provided by law, a fee may be 

23 set by the respective examining boards for each license and 

24 renewal of a license to practice med~e~"e7-~tl~geeY7-podiB~eY7 

25 os~eop8~hy,-o~teopat~~e-medieine-a"d-~ttegery,-eh~roprBe~ie7 

26 nttesi"g,-denti~t~Y7-den~a~-hygiene7-op~omet~Y7-phaemaey, 

27 phy~iea~-~heeapY7-0eettpBtiena~-~heeapy,-~eeta±-work7 

28 ~e~eeinaey-mediei~e7-ee-dietet~es a profession, which fee 

2Y shall be based on the annual cost of collecting information 

30 for use by the department in the administration of the system 

31 of health personnel statistics established by this section. 

32 The fee shall be collected, transmitted to the treasurer of 

33 state and deposited i~ the general fund oE the state in the 

34 manner in which license and ,enewal fees of the respective 

35 professions are collected, transmitted, and deposited in the 

-4-



S.F. ~./G,~ H.F. 

c • 
:.:;n~. 

; dssist.3l\t'· a~ter ~~e person's ~a~e or ~o Si~i~i~y the 5a~c by 

Sec. Sect~on 14'1.80, Code 1987, is il~ended by addi~q 

:0 ~he foll,owi~g new S~bsllb5ection after section 4 and 

~~ ~enumberi0g the subseque~t subsecti0ns: 

l2 NEli SUBSECTION. 5. Appl~catiorl ~or a llc0rlse to prac:~cp 

11 as a physician assistdnt, issuance of a license to prac~ic2 as 

14 a physician assistallt issued upon the basis of an exa~ination 

~5 given or approved by the joint board of physician assistant 

16 examiners, issuance of d license to practice as a physician 

17 assistant iss'led under a reciprocal agreement, renewal of a 

'-8 license to practice as a physician assistant, temporary 

19 license to practice as a physician assistant, registration of 

20 a physician assista;,t, temporary registration of a physician 

21 assistar.t, 

22 Sec. 12. 

23 follows: 

renewal of a registration of a physician 

Sec:ion 147.102, Code 1987, is amended 

24 147.102 PHYSiCIANS AND SURGEONS, PSYCHOLOGISTS, 

assistant. 

to read as 

25 CHIROPRACTORS, DENTISTS, ANB OSTEOPATHS, AND PHYSICIAN 

26 ASSISTANTS. 

21 Notwithstanding the provisions of this title, every 

28 application for a license to practice medicine and surgery, 

29 psychology, chiropractic, dentistry, osteopathy, or 

10 os~eopathic medicine dnd surge~y, 0, to Dractice as a 

3: 20.ysicliH, ass~star.t,. SCldL be :r.ade cirec~:y to the secretary 

17 of the examining board of such proEess~on, and every 

11 reciprocal agreeme~t ~C~ the facogniticn of any such lic~e;~se 

- :,)~. 



1 renewal fees rece,ved from such persons licensed to practice 

2 any of such professions shall be paid to and collected by the 

3 secretary of the exami~ing board of such profession. who shall 

4 transmit the fees to the treasurer of state who shall deposit 

5 the fees ill the gene.al fund of the state. The salary o[ the 

6 secretary shall be established by the governor with the 

7 approval of the executive council pursuant to section 19A.9. 

8 subsection 2. under the pay plan f~r exempt positions in the 

9 executive branch of government. 

10 Sec. 13. Section 147.l03. Code 1987. 1S amended by adding 

lL the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered 

~2 paragraph 1: 

13 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The joint board sf physicia~ 

14 assistant examiners may appoint investigators, who shall not 

15 be members of the examining board. to admillister and aid in 

16 the enforcement of the provisions of law relating to physiCian 

17 assistants. The amount of compensation for the investigators 

18 shall be determined pursuant to chapter 19A. 

19 Sec. 14. Section 147.103. unnumbered paragraph 2. Code 

70 1987. is amended to read as follows: 

21 Investigators authorized by the board oE medical examiners 

22 and the jOint board of physi~ian as.sistant examiners have the 

23 powers and status of peace officers when enforcing this 

24 chapter and chapters 147A. 148. 148C. 150. 150A. and 258A. 

25 Sec. 15. SectIon 148C.l. Code 1987. is amended by striking 

26 the section and inse~ting In lieu thereof the following: 

27 148C.1 DEFINITIONS. 

28 1. "Approved program" means a program fo~ the education of 

29 phySician assistan~s whiCh has bee~ formally approved by the 

30 board. 

31 2. "Board" mea~s the joint board of physician assistant 

32 examiners. 

33 3. "Department" means the Iowa department of public 

34 health. 

35 4. "Licensed physician assistant" means a person who is 

-6-



S.P. ~/iD~ H.P. 

1 licensed by the board to practice as a physician assistant 

2 under the supervision of one or more physicians specified in 

3 the license. "Supervision" does not require the personal 

4 presence of the supervising physician at the place where 

5 medical services are rendered except insofar as the personal 

6 presence is expressly required by this chapter or required by 

7 rules of the board adopted pursuant to this chapter. 

8 5. "Physician" means a person who is currently licensed in 

9 Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine 

10 and surgery, or osteopathy. 

11 6. "Physician assistant" means a person who has 

12 successfully completed an approved program and passed an 

13 examination approved by the board or is otherwise found by the 

14 board to be qualified to perform medical services under the 

15 supervision of a physician. 

16 7. "Trainee" means a person who is currently enrolled in 

17 an approved program. 

18 Sec. 16. Section 148C.2, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 l48C.2 APPROVED PROGRAMS. 

21 The department shall issue certificates of approval for 

22 programs for the education and training of phy~±e±aft~~ 

23 physician assistants which meet board standards. In 

24 developing criteria for program approval, the board shall give 

25 consideration to and encourage the utilization of equivalency 

26 and proficiency testing and other mechanisms whereby full 

27 credit is given to trainees for past education and experience 

28 in health fields. The board shall adopt and publish standards 

29 to insure that such programs operate in a manner which does 

30 not endanger the health and welfare of patients who receive 

31 services within the scope of the program. The board shall 

32 review the quality of curriculum, faculty, and the facilities 

33 of such programs and shall i~~tle approve the issuance of 

34 certificates of approval. ~he-boa~d-may-adopt-~tleh 

35 ~e9tliat±oft~-a~-a~e-~ea~oftabiy-fteee~~a~y-to-ea~~y-otle-ehe 

-7-
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S.F.~~ H.F. 

1 pn~pe~e3-ef-~hi~-ehdPte~~ 

2 ff-~he-beB~d-de~e~miMe~-th~t-B-pereeM-hBe-etlffieieMt 

3 kMew~edge-BMd-e~pe~ieMee-te-~nBiifY-Be-B-phy3ieiBnLe 

4 n~etet~nt,-the-boB~d-mBy-dPp~e~e-BM-BppiieBt±e~-t~-etlPe~~t~e 

5 eneh-per~eM-de-B-phyeieiBMLs-Be~i~tBnt-withent-~e~tlt~ing-the 

6 eemptetteM-of-BM-Bpp~eved-p~og~Bm~ 

7 The board shall establish by rule fees to be ch<'lr~in 

8 connection with the application for and issuance of 

9 certificates of approval under this section. 

10 Sec. 17. Section 148C.3, Code 1987, is amended by striking 

11 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

12 148C.3 REGISTRATION -- LICENSURE. 

13 1. The board shall formulate guidelines and adopt rules to 

14 govern the registration of persons who qualify as physician 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

assistants. An applicant for registration shall submit the 

fee prescribed by the board anc shall meet the requirements 

established by the board with respect to all of the following: 

a. Academic qualifications, including evidence of 

graduation from an approved program. However, if the board 

determines that a person has sufficient knowledge and 

21 experience to qualify as a physician assistant, the board may 

22 approve an application for registration without requiring the 

23 completion of an approved program. 

24 b. Examination grades and evidence of passing the national 

25 commission or. certification of physician assistants 

----26 examination or an equivalent examination or an equivalent 

27 examination which the board approves. 

28 c. Hours of continuing medical education necessary to 

29 remain licensed or eligible for licensure. 

30 2. The board may issue a temporary registration under 

31 special 

32 board. 

33 duration 

circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the 

A temporary registration shall not exceed one year in 

and shall not be renewed more than once. 

34 3. A person who is registered as a physician assistant '5 

35 not authorized to practice as a physician assistant unless the 

-8-



S • F. ~ I ~q H. F • 

1 person is also a licensed physician assistant. 

53io2 4. The board shall formulate guidelines and adopt rules 

3 for the consideration of applications from persons seeking to 

4 become licensed physician assistants. An applicant for a 

5 license to practice as a physician assistant shall submit the 

6 fee prescribed by the board, evidence of the applicant's 

7 current registration with the board as a physician assistant, 

8 information with respect to the applicant's related work 

9 experience and other qualifications, information with respect 

10 to the professional background and specialty of the physician 

11 or physicians who will provide supervision, as specified in 

12 the license, and a description of how the physician assistant 

13 is to function. 

n%l4 5. The board may issue a temporary license under special 

15 circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the board. 

16 The temporary license shall require the licensee to function 

17 in the same facility as the supervising physician. A 

18 temporary license shall not exceed one year in duration and 

19 shall not be renewed more than once. 

20 6. The board may modify the proposed functioning of a 

21 physician assistant and then approve the application for 

22 licensure as modified. 

23 7. The board shall not approve an application for 

24 licensure which would result in a physician supervising more 

25 than two physician assistants at one time. 

26 8. A licensed physician assistant shall perform only those 

27 services for which the licensed physician assistant is 

28 qualified by training, and shall not perform a service that is 

29 not permitted by the board. 

30 Sec. 18. Section 148C.4, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

31 follows: 

32 148C.4 SERVICES PERFORMED BY ASSISTANTS. 

33 A phy~ieian~~ physician assistant may perform medical 

34 ~e~~iee services when ~~eh the services are rendered under the 

35 supervision of a-x±een~ed the physician or physicians 

-9-



S.F. ~~~ H.F. 

specifi.ed in the phy'sician assistant lio;_ense approved by t~e 

2 board. A trainee may perform medical services when ~~eh the 

3 services are rendered within the scope of an approved program. 

4 Sec. 19. Section l48C.7, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

S follows: 

6 148C.7 RE6BbA~ieN5 RULES. 

7 Re9tll6tie"9-adepted-by-the-be6~d-te-imptemeMt-the 

rules 

9 reasonably necessar~ to carry o~t the p~rooses of this 

10 chapte~. The rules shall be designed to encourage the 

11 utilization of phy5ie±a"~i physician assistants in a manner 

12 that is consistent with the provision of quality health care 

13 and medical services for the citizens of Iowa throug~ better 

14 utilization of available physicians and the development of 

15 sound programs for the education and training of skilled 

16 phy~ie~a"ai physician assistants well qualified to assist 

17 physicians in providing health care and medica" services. 

18 Sec. 20. Section l48C.8, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 148C.8 RIGHT TO DELEGATE. 

7.1 Nothing in this chapter an6H-aHeet-or-iimit aff~cts Or 

22 limits a physician's existing right to delega~e various 

23 medical tasks to aides, assistants or others acting under the 

24 physician's supervision or direction. Aides, assistants, or 

25 others who perform only those tasks which can be so delegated 

7.6 shall not be required to qualify as p~Y5±ei6"5i ~sician 

27 assistants Me~ett"de~ under this chapter. 

28 Sec. 21. Section 148C.9, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 148C.9 EYE EXAMINATION RESTRICTED. 

31 Ne-phyaiei6ft i a A physician assistant shall not be permitted 

32 to prescribe lenses, prisms~ or contact lenses foc the aid, 

33 relier, or correction of human vision. Ne-pnyaieiaMia A 

14 physician assistant shall not be permitted to meas:;re the 

35 visual power and visual efficiency of the human eye, as 

-10-



1 disti~guished from routine visual screening, except In the 

2 personal presence of a supervising physician at the place 

3 where such services are rendered. 

4 Sec. 22. Section 148C.ll, Code 1987, is ame:lded to :ead 

5 follows: 

6 148C.ll PROHIBITIONS. 

7 A person not eertH;,ed !.~g .. ~s~e.!:~d an?J)c:£:')~ecl. as required 
8 by this chapter who practices as a phy~~eiBni~ physician 

9 assistant without having obtained the appropriate approval 

10 under this chapter, is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

11 Sec. 23. Section 258A.l, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

12 1987, 1S amended by adding the following new paragraph after 

13 paragraph 1 and renumbering the subsequent paragraphs: 

14 NEW PARAGRAPH. m. The joint board of physician assistanc 

15 examiners. 

16 Sec. 24. Section 321J.ll, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

17 1987, is amended to read as fol~ows: 

18 Only a 

19 assistant 

licensed physician, phy~ieiBnJ.~ licensed physlc:.~an 

as defined in section 148C.l, ~tlb~eee~en-6, med1cal 

20 technologist, or registered nurse, acting at the request of a 

21 peace officer, may withdraw a specimen of blood for the 

22 purpose of determining the alcohol concentratiQn or the 

23 presence of drugs. However, any peace officer, using devices 

74 and methods approved by the commissioner of pub:ic safety, may 

25 take a specimen of a person's breath or urine for the purpose 

26 of determining the alcohOl concentration or the presence of 

27 drugs. Only new equipment kept under strictly sanitary a:1d 

28 sterile conditions shall be used for drawing blood. 

29 Sec. 2,). REPEAL. Sections 148C.5 and :48C.6, Code :987, 

30 are ~cpealed. 

31 Sec. 26. TRANSITION -- RULES -- NEW MEMBERS OF BOARD. 

32 1. ~he physician assistant serv!ng as a me~ber cf ~hc 

]3 boa~d ~i medical exa~iners on the effec~~ve date of :his Act 

3·1 may C0;ltlnue to serve to the end of the term :c wtich 

3S appo.:~ted but sha:l not be ent~tled :0 vote O~ any ~at~e: 

-:1-
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S.t'. H.F'. 

1 before the board. 

2 2. Tile rules of the board of medical examiners existing on 

3 the effective date of this Act with respect to physician 

4 assistants shall continue in effect as rules of the joinl 

S board of physician assistant examiners until modi~ied by the 

6 joint board of physician assistant examiners. 

7 3. Notwithstanding section 147.19, for the initial terms 

8 oE the members of the joint board of physician assistant 

9 examiners, the governor shall appoint two memoe,s to serve 

10 te~ms of one year, two members to serve terms cf ~wo years, 

11 and three members to serve terms of three years. The initial 

12 appointees' successors shall be appointed for terms of three 

13 years each, except that a person chosen to fill a vacancy 

l4 shall be appcinted only for the unexpired term of the board 

IS member replaced. 

16 In making the initial appointments to represent physician 

17 assistants 

18 examiners, 

:9 engaged in 

on the joint board of physician assistant 

the governor shall appoint persons who have beell 

practice as physician assistants with the approval 

20 of the board of medical examiners for a period of three years 

21 just preceding the appointment. 

'22 Sec. 27. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

23 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 

24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill establishes a new joint board of physiciall 

26 assistant examiners which would be responsible for the 

27 registration and licenSing of physician assistants and the 

28 approval of programs for the education and training of 

29 physician assistants. The new board would consist Qf th,ee 

30 phYSician assistants, two physiCians, and two puhlic membecs. 

31 A physician assistant meeting the educatiQn dnd examlnation 

32 requirements would register with the board and could then 

33 apply Eor a license to practice under the supervision of one 

34 or more physicians as specified in the license. A physiCian 

35 aSSlscant could not practice without a license. 



S.F. ~q H.F .... __ 

~ ~roqrams. Approval to prac~ice as a 9hysic~~~ aS3~std~: ~ay 

fi be obtained orlly t~rGugh an applicdtion to the bOArd s~om::ted 

7 by the physician proposing to provide supervis~on. 

8 This bil: retains the physician assistant ~ember on the 

9 board of medical examiners but removes all voting rights of 

10 that member. The advisory co~~ittee is abolished. 

11 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 

12 SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2079 (LSB 7735SC) 

13 COMPANION TO LS8 7736HC 

14 

15 

l6 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

3S 
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SENATE FILE 2169 

Amend Senate File 2169 as follows: 
2 1. Page 3, lines 27 and 28, by striking 
3 ", and.one nonvoting member who is licensed 
4 phYSIcIan assistant". 

the words 
as a 

5 2. Page 3, line 33, 
6 votlnq". by striking the words "the 

s-:; 134 
FlIed February 24, 1988 

f'+dO~ 3--1<6 ( P "Scn) 
e.cc,-:;, rJ",red i.~ '3- I z- (i" 'S''1;>s"" 

BY RICHARD VARN 
MICHAEL E. GRONSTAL 
RICHARD F. DRAKE 
JOHN W. JENSEN 

SENATE FILE 2169 

S-S142 

1 Amend Senate File 2169 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, line 35, by sUiking the word "joint". 
3 2. page 4, line 2, by striking the wotd "joint". 
4 3. Page 4, line 15, by striking the word "joint". 
S 4. page 5, line 15, by sttiking the word "joint". 
6 5. Page 6, line 13, by striking the word "joint". 
7 6. Page 6, line 22, by striking the word "joint". 
8 7. Page 6, line 31, by striking the word "joint". 
9 8. Page 11, line 14, by striking the wo~d 

10 "joint". 
11 9. Page 12, line 4, by striking the wotd "joint". 
12 10. Page 12, line 6, by striking the word 
13 "joint". 
14 11. Page 12, line 8, by striking the word 
15 "joint". 
16 12. Page 12, line 17, by striking the word 
17 "joint". 
18 13. Title page, line I, by striking the word 
19 "joint". 
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S-5J.49 

BY RICHARD F. DRAKE 

SENATE FILE 2169 

1 ~T.end Senate File 2169 as follows: 
2 1. Page 12, by striking lines 22 and 23 ar.d 
3 i~serting the following: 
4 "Sec. 27. EFFECTIVE DATE:. 
S 1. Sections 1 through 3 and 10 through 25 of this 

Ac~ take effect January 1, 1989. 
2. All other sections of this Act take effect upon 

8 enactment." 

5-5149 
Fil~d February 26, 1988 

. ,'~, 5-'-'< ( xqR1 
---~ --- • '-.J P'J' ..."../ 

BY DAVID M. READINGER 

I 

\1 , . 
\ 
I 



SENATE FILE 2169 

5-5206 

1 Amend Senate File 2169 as follows: 
2 1. Page 4, line 4, by inse~ting after the word 
3 "assistants," the ~ollowing: "at least two of whom 
4 practice in counties with a population of less than 
5 fifty thousand,", 
6 2. Page 4, line :0, by inserting after t~e word 
7 "public." the following: "At least one of the 
8 physician members sha:: oe in practice in a county 
9 with a population of less than ~ifty thousand." 

S-5206 
Fil2d ~arch 2, 1988 BY LARRY MURPHY 

4ybp ted 5-1'6' (.p <? Q '7) 
SENATE PILE 2169 

5-')340 

1 Amend Senate File 2169 as follows: 
2 1. page 9, by st~:king lines 2 through 13 ana 
3 inserting the following; 
4 "4. The board shall eormula~e guidel ines and aoct): 
S rules Eor the co~sioeratton of applications ::c~ 
G persons seeking ~c become licensed physician 
7 aSslstants. An aP91ican~ for a license ~c p~actice as 
a a ?hysician ass~stant shall submit the fee ?rescr~~~~ 
9 by the board a~d evidence of the applicant's c~:re~t 

LO :egist:ation with the board as a physicia:1 ass~sta~:. 
11 III ccnjunctlO~ ~ith the physician assistant 
12 submission. the applicant's supe~vising phys!cian or 
13 physicians shall submit information With respect to 
14 the supervising 2hysician's professional bac~g~ound 
IS and specialty, and a plan for supervision of tne 
16 physician assistant. In addition the physic!an 
17 assistant applicant and the supervising physician or 
18 physiclans shall submit a description of how the" 
19 physician assistant is to function." 

5<>340 
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1 Amend senate File 2169 as follOws: 
2 1. 8y striking everything af~er the enacting 
3 clause and inserting the following: 
4 "Section 1. Section 136C.3. subsection 2. 
5 unnumbered paragraph 1. Code 1987. is amended to read 
6 as follows: 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
2S 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

Establish minimum training standards including 
continuing education requirements. and administer 
examinations and disciplinary procedures for operators 
of radiation machines and users of radioactive 
materials. A state of Iowa license to oractice 
medicine. osteopathy. chiropractic. podiatry, 
dentistry. dental hygiene, or veterinary medicine. or 
~ertif~~atio"-e~-e-phJ~~e~en~~-e~~~~tent-a~-dee~Med-~n 
~eetion-i48e~i7-~tlb~eetion-6 licensure as a ohvsician 
assistant pursuant to chapter c48C. or certi:ication 
by the board of dental examiners in dental 
radiography, or enrollment in a program or course of 
study approved by the Iowa department of public health 
which includes the application of radiation to humans 
satisfies the minimum trainina standards for operation 
of r~diation machines only. • . 

Sec. 2. Section ~47.1. subsections 2 and 3. Code 
Supplement 1987. are amended to read as follows: 

2. "Licensed" or "certified" when applied to a 
physician and surgeon. podiatrist, osteopath. 
osteopathic physician and surgeon, physician 
~5si5tzr':". ;·<y<:~0~.OSi.~;~ cr a5::':0~:i.~:'e ::<::/~:-:-:-:":-":.: 
chiropraC~O(, ~urse: ~~ntist, de~tal hj;i~~~s~, 
optometrist, ~p€~ch pat.~iologist, audiologist, 
pharmacist, physical therapist. occupational 
therapist, practitioner of cosmetology. practitioner 
of barbering. funeral director, dietitian. marlea: and 
family theraoist. mental health counselor. or soc~al 
worker means a person licensed under this title. 

3. "Profession" means medicine and surgery. 
podiatry, osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and 
surgery, practice as a physician assistant. 
psychology. chiropractic, nursing. dentistry. dental 
hygiene, optometry, speech pathology, audiology. 
pharmacy, physical therapy. occupational therapy. 
cosmetology. barbering, mortuary science. marital and 
family therapy, mental health counselor. social work 
or dietetics. 

Sec. 3. section 147.2. Code 1987. is amended to 
read as fol~ows: 

147.2 LICENSE REQUIRED. 
No A person shall not engage in the practice of 

medicine and surgery. podiatry. osteopathy. 
osteopathic medicine and surgery. psychology. 
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1 chiropractic, physical therapy, nursing, dentistry, 
2 dental hygiene, optometry, speech pathology, 
3 audiology, occupational therapy, pharmacy, 
4 cosmetology, barbering, dietetics, or mortuary science 
5 or shall not practice as a physician assistant as 
6 defined in the following chapters of this title, 
7 unless the person has obtained from the department a 
8 license for that purpose. 
9 Sec. 4. Section 147.3, Code 1987, is amended to 

10 read as follows: 
11 147.3 QUALIFICATIONS. 
12 An applicant for a license to practice a profession 
13 under this title is not ineligible because of age, 
14 citizenship, sex, race, religion, marital status or 
15 national origin, although the application form may 
16 require citizenship information. A board may consider 
17 the past felony record of an applicant only if the 
18 felony conviction relates directly to the practice of 
19 med±e±ne7-pod±~~~Y7-o~eeopa~hY7-o~~eopa~h±e-Med±e±fte 
20 and-~tl~ge~Y7-eh±fapfae~±e7-nttf~±ft97-p~yeho±o9Y, 
21 op~omee~Y7-~peeeh-p~eho±o9Y7-attd±o±o9y,-ph~fmaeY7 
22 phy~±e~±-~he~apY7-0eettpa~±ona±-~hefapY7-eo~me~o±o9Y7 
23 ba~bef±n97-mOrettary-~e±eftee7-~Oe±a±-work-or-d~e~e~±e~ 
24 the profession for which the applicant requests to be 
25 licensed. Character- references may be required, but 
26 shall not be obtained from licensed members of the 
27 profession. 
28 Sec. 5. Section 147.13, Code 1987, is amended to 
29 read as follows: 
30 147.13 DESIGNATION OF BOARDS. 
31 The examining boards provided in section 147.12 
32 shall be designated as follows: 
33 1. For medicine and surgery, and osteopathy, and 
34 osteopathic medicine and surgery, med1.cal examiners; 
35 ror. 
36 2. For physician assistants, joint board of 
37 physician assistant examiners. 
38 3. For psychology, psychology examinersj-£or. 
39 4. For podiatry, podiatry examiners;-£o~. -
40 5. For chiropractic, chiropractic examiners;-ror. 
41 6. For physical therapists and occupational -
42 therapists, physical and occupational therapy 
43 examinersj-£o~. 
44 7. For nursing, board of nursing;-£or. 
45 8. For dentistry and dental hygiene, dental 
46 examiners;-£or. 
47 9. For optometry, optometry examiners;-ro~. 
48 10. For speech pathology and audiology, speech 
49 pathology and audiology examiners;-£e~. 
50 11. For cosmetology, cosmetology examinersj-£or~ 
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1 12. For barbering, barber examiners;-Eer~ 
2 13. For pharmacy, ~ha~macy examine(s,-f~r~ 
3 14. For mortuary science, morruary science 
4 examine~s7-fo~. 
S 15. For social workers, social work examiners7 
6 fo~. 
i 16. For marital and family therapist3, marital and 
8 familY therapy exarn~ners. 
9 17: For mental health counseLors, ~ental health 

10 counseling examiners. 
11 18. For dietetics, dietet~c examiners~. ": 
12 Sec. 6. Section ~47.14, subsec::.i6n.2,Ccc·e.J:981, 
13 is aJJ.\ended to read as follows: .. ' . .., 
14 ~. For medical examin~rs; frve members licensed to 
15 practi9~ medicine and surgery, two members licensed to 
16 praC"tice·.o~t!,!ol?a:thic medicine and surgery, ene-::o.el!\be!' 
17 eppro¥ed-e~-e-phy~~eien~~-e~~i~te"t7 and tw~members 
18 not licensed to practice either,med i 9 ine aod:5urgery 
19 or osteopathic medicine and 5uigeiy, or-~pp".e¥ed-e~-e 
20 ~"yeieier::"e-eee~ete"t7 ·and'.who shall represent the 
21 generaF public, .. and one :ionvotina member · .. ho is 
"12 licensed as a physician assista:1.~., . -rhe-phy~Teie~·l~ ':", 
2 3 ae~'± et e" t - ehe:!: i:-he 'te- e:!: i:- t: he- e!: c;-h t ~~ a',,'a -0"":: 't t: i: eg e~ -e,!" .. 
2 4 ·.~~boe,rd~!\'\e~be!" - bt: t -f!'La'1- vo ee:'" 0; f1_-0n-:!'.at=t~t' g':'- !:"e~ae± 'rig 

__ 2?, t,e-'d·bei!,H"e.-ef:,.,hy~ ~e±e.~:'! .l._~~~::~.te:':t~7-::e~l!:!!"!~t.i!e:--'-e'~· ~.'.,' '.' ., 
'"' 2 6 f"'II, .. ...,_.i:ciA.-~ .!.~6.~ .......... 8 ..-_Q-~~~- ..... ~":!-o~-"!"oe~·~~:'i!-'-,: -''';; 4.·""e ....... ;;.. w r-"~~,..;>- _~{".O.. .....;1 .. "'-'.~ "lr- ..... ~ .......... - -":i". -: ........... ~ ................... 1 

27, eH~etin-g-~ny~ie:i:e"!!"'·;-as·~::~'i"t:'a!'\t.a.,. ;., major i e'joE t~e 
28 'voting ~imbers q-Etlie.-bo.;ird constitutes a qc;or:Jrn. 
29 Sec. 7. :Secti~n 147.:4, Code 1987, is 6~2~ced by 

adding the follo~,ing new subsectic~s: 30 
31 
-:O~ 

33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

NEW SUESECT:ON. 12 _ ~,.::: -.:.;-:':": jOi:1t ::Qa~c: 
~~;'sic~;::-: ass: s':t.:"':' ~:{':',;:;~ ·.:·'':'S'-= ., ... ::,.~.:"'. :"'::'.:::l~~::' 
to practice as physj.cian assi,G~sn:s, =ne me~t2c 
licensed to practice ffiedi~i~2 a~d surgery who 
supervises a physician ass~stant, on2 member :icensed 
to practice osteopathic medicine 2nd surgery who 
supervises a physician assis:a!"'.t, ·.and two I'1e!l1bers who. 
are not licensed to practice either medicine and 
surgery or. osteopathic medicine and sur.gery or 
licensed asa physician assistant and who .shall. .. 
represel)t 'the general public.·' ,; rr.ajority or me'!1\oers' 
of. the board constitutes a qc;orum. 

NEW SUBSECTION. 13. For r.1arltal and family 
therapy examiners, five members cicensed t~ practice 
marital and family therapy, one of whom shall be 
employed in the graduate training ot ~arital and 
family therapists, three of whom shall be in direct 
service or practice, and one oE whom shall be in 
research; and two members who are net licensed or 
certified to practice marital and family therapy and 

. ',.' 

.': 
' .. -;; . 

." . 
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1 who shall represent the ge~era~ publ:c. A ~a:or~~y of 
2 the members oE :he board constitutes a G~oru~. 
3 NEW SUBSECTION. 14. For men~al heafth cc~nseling 
4 examiners, three me~bers licensed to pract~c2 ~enta: 
5 health counseling and :wc ~embers who a~e not lice~$ec 
6 to practice ~en:al health counseling and who sha:! 
7 represent :he general publ:c. A majority of the 
8 ~embers of :he board const::utes a quorum. 
9 Sec. 8. Section 147.:6, Code 1987, is amerlded by 

10 adding the following new unnumbered paragrap~: 
11 NEW UNNUMBERE~ PARAGRAPH. However, each licensed 
12 physician assistant member of the joint boarj of 
13 physician assistant examiners shall be actively 
14 engaged in practice as a physician assistant and shall 
15 have been so engaged for a period of three years just 
16 preceding the member's appoincment, the last year of 
17 which shall be in this state. 
18 Sec. 9. Section 147.25, unnumbered paragraph 4, 
19 Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
20 In addition to any other fee provided by law, a fee 
21 ~~y be set by the respective examining boards for each 
22 li~ense ~nd renewal of a license to practice meci~e±"e7 
23 s~~ge~Y7-~ed±a~~Y7-oseee~a~ftY7-es~eo~e~ftie-mc6~e~ne 
24 snd-5arge~Y7-ehi~o~ree~ie7-nars±n~7-cieftt~str17-denta~ 
25 hy,±ene7-optometrY7-ph8rm8eY7-~hy5ieai-ther~~17 
26 oeetlpational-the~apY7-soe±8l-wor~7-¥eterine~y 
27 ffiedie±ne7-o~-dietet±e5 a prdfessio~, which fee shall 
28 be based on the annual cost of collecting in:or82tion 
29 for use by the department in the a~ministra[ion of t~e 
30 system of health personnel statistics established by 
31 this section. The fee shall be collected. transmitted 
32 to the treasurer of state ap,d deposited in tr~ gener&~ 
33 fund of the state in the manner in which license and 
34 renewal fees of the respective professions a~e 
35 collected, transmitted, and'deposited in the general 
36 fund. 
37 Sec. 10. Section 147.74, Code Supplement 1987. IS 

38 amended by adding the following new unn~mbered 
39 paragraphs after unnumbered,paragraph 11: 
40 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH: A physiciar. assistant 
41 registered or licensed under chapter 148C may use the 
42 words "physician assistant"lafter the person's name or 
43 to signify the same by the use of :~e letters "P.A." 
44 after the person's name. 
45 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A mar::al and family 
46 therapist licensed under ch~pter 154D and this chapter 
47 may use the words "licensedmarita'l a":::: family 
48 therapist" after the person's name or signi~y the same 
49 by the use of the letters "L.M.F.T." after the 
50 person's name. A marital and family therapist 
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1 licensed under chapter 1540 and this chapter who 
2 possesses a doctoral degree may use the prefix 
3 "Doctor" or "Dr." in conjunction with the person's 
4 name, but shall add after the person's name the words 
5 "Licensed Marital and Family Therapist". 
6 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A mental health 
7 counselor licensed under chapter 154E and this chapter 
8 may use the words "licensed mental health counselor" 
9 after the person's name. A mental health counselor 

10 licensed under chapter 154E and this chapter who 
11 possesses a doctoral degree may use the prefix 
12 "Doctor" or "Dr." in conjunction with the person's 
13 name, but shall add after the person's name the words 
14 "Licensed Mental Health Counselor". 
15 Sec. 11. Section 147.76, Code 1987, is amended to 
16 read as follows: 
17 147.76 RULES PReMBbGA~E9 ADOPTED. 
18 The examining boards for the various professions 
19 shall ~romtt~~a~e adopt all necessary and proper rules 
20 to implement and interpret ehe-pro~±~±on~-of this 
21 chapter and chapters 148, 148A, 148C, 149, 150, 150A, 
22 151, 152, 153, 154, 154A, 154B, 154C, 1540, 154E, 155, 
23 and 156. -
24 Sec. 12. Section 147.80, Code 1987, is amended by 
25 adding the following- new subsection after section 4 
26 and renumbering the subsequent subsections: 
27 NEW SUBSECTION. S. Application for a license to 
28 practice as a physician assistant, issuance of a 
29 license to practice as a physician assistant issued 
30 upon the basis of an examination given or approved by 
31 the joint board of physician assistant examiners, 
32 issuance of a license to practice as a physician 
33 assistant issued under a reciprocal agreement, renewal 
34 of a license to practice as a physician assistant, 
35 temporary license to practice as a physician 
36 assistant, registration of a physician assistant, 
37 temporary registration of a physician assistant, 
38 renewal of a registration of a physician assistant. 
39 Sec. 13. Section 147.80, Code 1987, is amended by 
40 adding the following new subsections after subsection 
41 18 and renumbering the subsequent subsections: 
42 NEW SUBSECTION. 19. License to practice marital 
43 and family therapy issued upon the basis of an 
44 examination given by the board of marital and family 
45 therapy examiners, license to practice marital and 
46 family therapy issued under a reciprocal agreement, or 
47 renewal of a license to practice marital and family 
48 therapy. 
49 NEW SUBSECTION. 20. License to practice mental 
50 health counseling issued upon the basis of an 
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1 examination given by the board of mental health 
2 counseling examiners, license to practice mental 
3 health counseling issued under a reciprocal agreement, 
4 or renewal of a license to practice mental health 
5 counseling. 
6 Sec. 14. Section 147.102, Code 1987, is amended to 
7 read as follows: 
8 147.102 PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, PSYCHOLOGISTS, 
9 CHIROPRACTORS, DENTISTS, ANB OSTEOPATHS, AND PHYSICIAN 

10 ASSISTANTS. 
11 Notwithstanding the provisions of this title, every 
12 application for a license to practice medicine and 
13 surgery, psychology, chiropractic, dentistry, 
14 osteopathy, or osteopathic medicine and surgery, or to 
15 practice as a physician assistant, shall be made 
16 directly to the secretary of the examining board of 
17 such profession, and every reciprocal agreement for 
18 the recognition of any such license issued in another 
19 state shall be negotiated by the examining board for 
20 such profession, and all examination; license: and 
21 renewal fees received from such persons licensed to 
22 practice any of such professions shal: be paid to and 
23 collected by the secretary oE the examini:1g tioard of 
24 such profession, who shall transmit the fees to the 
25 treasurer of state who shall deposit the fees in the 
26 general fund of the state. The salary oE t~2 
27 secretary shall be established by the governor with 
28 the approval of the executive council pursu~ct to 
29 section 19A.9, subsection 2, under the pay plan for 
30 exempt positions in the executive branch of 
31 government. 
32 Sec. 15. Section 147.103, Code 19B7, is amended bv 
33 adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after 
34 unnumbered paragraph 1: 
35 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The joi~t board of 
36 physician assistant examiners may appoint 
37 investigators, who shall not be members of the 
38 examining board, to administer and aid in the 
39 enforcement of the provisions of law relating to 
40 physician assistants. The amount of compensation for 
41 the investigators shall be determined puisuant to 
42 chapter 19A. 
43 Sec. 16. Section 147.103, unnumbered paragraph 2, 
44 Code 1987; is amended to read as follows: 
45 Investigators authorized by the board of medical 
46 examiners and the joint board of physician assistant 
47 examiners have the powers and status of peace officers 
48 when enforcing this chapter and chapters 147A, 148, 
49 148C, 150, 150A, and 258A. 
50 Sec. 17. Section 148C.1, Code 1987, is amended by 
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1 sttik~ng ~he seC:lO:1 and 
2 following: 
3 148C.: DE?IN!T:ONS. 
4 _. "Approved 9:ogram'l ~eans a progtam eor the 
5 education of phys:cia~ ass:s:ants wr.!C~ has been 
6 formally approved by the board. 
7 2. "Board" means the joint beard of phys~cian 
8 assistant examine~s. 
9 3. "Depa:"tn:ent" ~eans the rewa depar,:~e~1t. of 

10 public health. 
11 4. "Licensed pl'1ysician assistant" mea:lS a perso~ 
12 who is l:censed by the board :e practice as a 
13 physician assistant under the supervision of one or 
14 more physicians specified in the license. 
15 ·Supervision" does net require the personal presence 
16 of the supervis:ng physician at the place where 
17 medical services are rendered except insofar as the 
18 personal presence is expressly required by this 
19 chapter or required by rules of the board adopted 
20 pursuant to this chapter. 
21 S. "Physician" means a person who is currently 
22 licensed in Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, 
23 osteopathic medicine and surgery, or osteopathy. 
24 6. "Physician assistant" means a person who has 
2S successfully completed an approved program ar.d passed 
26 an examination approved by the board or is otherwise 
27 found by the board to be qualified to perfotm medical 
23 services under the supervision of a physician. 
29 7. "Trainee" means a person who is currently 
30 enrolled in an approved program. 
31 Sec. 18. Section l48C.2, Code 1987, is amended to 
32 read as follows: 
33 148C.2 APPROVED PROGRAMS. 
34 The department shall issue certificates of approval 
3S for programs for the education and training of 
36 ~h1gieianLs physician assistants whicn meet board 
37 standards. In developing cri:eria for program 
38 approval, the board shall give consideration to and 
39 encourage the utilization of equivalency and 
40 proficiency testing and other mechanisms whereby Eull 
41 credit is given to trainees :or past education and 
42 experience in health fields. The board shall adopt 
43 and publish standards to insure that such programs 
44 operate in a manner which does not endanger the health 
45 and welfare of patients who receive services within 
46 the scope of the program. The board shall review the 
47 quality of curriculum, faculty, and the Eaciiities of 
48 such programs and shall i~~tle aoorove :he issuance of 
49 certificates of approval. ~he-board-~87-ade~~-stleh 
50 re9tl~aeions-8s-are-rea~on8b~7-neees~ar7-~e-earry-etl~ 
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2 
3 
~ 

5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 

ff-t~e-boe~d-deter~~~e3-t~dt-~-~~r~eM-rie~ 
~~ff±e~ent-kno~ledge-e~d-exp~~~enee-~o-q~e;~~1-e~-d 
?hy~te~e~~e-~~ei~~a~e7-~~e-ecd~6-~e:-d~~~e~e-~~ 
a?p~ieeti~~-te-e~perv~~~-~~e~-?e~~e~-e~-d-p~I~~c~d~~e 
e~~iste~t-w~t~etlt-req~t~~Mg-~~e-eo~p~e~~eM-ef-a~ 
a??~o~ed-?~e9ram. 

The beard shall es:ablis~ to, :u:e tees :~ be 
charced in co~~ectio~ ~ith ~he do~:~ca:~c~ ~.): a~d '- . issuance of certifica::~s of app~oval :';i~d_~.~:-,:--.:.) .. s. 

11 section. 
5ectio~ 148C.3, Cede 1987, 1S a~ended by 

striking the sectior. a~d i~ser~:~g ~~ lieu thereof the 
following: 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 

Sec. ~9. 

148C.3 REGISTRATION -- LICS%URE. 
1. The board shall formulate g~idelines d~d adopt 

rules to govern the regist~a~icn of perso~s ~ho 
quali~y as physician assista,ts. A~ applica~~ Eo: 
reg ;st~a.l·o~ sha'l sub....,: ... "':"p t=pp ....... escr;o·e" 'oy ;-he ... _ .... 1 •• J.~ ·1.;,;. ............ - ... _ .... tJ.. .......... .... .• 

board and shall meet tr.e ,equirements establLshed by 
the board wit~ cespec: :0 all sf t~e followi~g: 

d. Academic qual~~i~a~iG~s, i~c:uding evidence of 
graduation Erce a~ a?prc~ed ?rc1ra~. Ho~e~e:, if tte 
board determines that a ge~so~ has s~f~icie~t 
knowledge and expe:ie~ce to qua~i~y as a ~h~5icia~ 
assis~ant, the board ~3y a9P~ove a~ app:~ca~:icn ~or 
registration withou: r€qui:i~S ~he comp:et~~~ of a;~ 
approved program. 

h. Exami~ation g~ades a~d evidence ~f ~assing :~~ 
national ccrnmissic~ en cer:~f~cation ~[ phy~~=ia~ 

31 assistants exami~atio~ C~ d~ eq~~vale~= eX3~~~at~0;~ 2~ 
32 an equivalent exam~naticn wh~c~ the b~ard ap?(oves. 
33 c. Hours of cont~~~~ng med~cal ed~ca:io~ necessciry 
34 to remain l:.censed or e':"i·~icle :Qr ':"~~:e;:~:.1r-=. 
35 2. The board may iss~e a te~porary :eg~s:~a~ion 
36 under special circumstances and UpOl. ccnditio~s 
37 prescribed by the board. A temporary registration 
38 shall not exceed one year in du~ation and sr.d:l noc be 
39 renewed more than once. 
40 3. A person who is reg~stered as a phys~.cian 
41 assistant is not a~thorized "~ ?rac:ice as a ?hvsi~ia~ 
42 assistant unless the perso~ l5 alsc a lice~sed 
43 physician assistant. 
44 4. The board shall fC:~Llate guidel:r.es d~d adopc 
45 rules for the conside~atio~ o~ applications ~rcm 
~6 persons seeking to become 1:c~r.5ed ?hysic1a~ 
47 assistants. An apolica~t ~cr a license to practice as 
48 a physician assistant snall subm1t the Eee prescribed 
49 bv the board, evidence of the aoolicant's current 
50 registration with the board as a'Physician assistant, 
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_ i~~crmation wi~h respect to :he applicant's (e_dte~ 
2 work experience and other q~a:~fications, info~ma~ion 
3 with respect to the pro~essionai bacKground and 
4 specialty of the physician or phys~cians who wi:~ 
5 provide supervision, as specified in t~e lice~se, a~d 
6 a descriptio~ of how the physicia~ ass:stant is :0 
7 :Ounction. 
8 5. Tr.e board :nay iss"e a tempo~a~y llcense 'cl:der 
9 special circumsta~ces and UpOII conditions prescribed 

10 by the board. The temporary license shall require the 
11 :icensee to function in the same facility as :he 
:2 supervising physician. A temporary license shall not 
13 exceed one year in duration and shall not be renewed 
14 more than once. 
15 6. The board may modify the proposed functioning 
16 of a physician assistant and then approve the 
17 application for licensure as modified. 
18 7. The board shall not approve an application for 
19 licensure which would result in a physician 
20 supervising more than two physician assistants at one 
21 time. 
22 8. A licensed physician assistant shall perform 
23 only those services for which the licensed physician 
24 assistant is qualified by training, and shall not 
25 perform a service that is not permitted by ~t.2 board. 
26 Sec. 20. Section 148C.4, Code 1987, is a:nended to 
27 read as follows: 
28 146C.4 SERVICES PERfORMED BY ASSISTANTS. 
29 A physicianLs physician assistant may pa:form 
30 medical service services when stlcn the services are 
31 rendered under the supervision 0;: a-iiee"lseci t:,e 
32 physician or physicians specified in the physICIan 
33 assistant license approved by the board. A trainet 
34 may perform medical services when sae~ the services 
35 are rendered within the scope of an approved program. 
36 Sec. 21. Section 148C.7, Code 1987, is amended co 
37 read as follows: 
33 148C.7 RE6BbA~!eNS RULES. 
39 Re9tl~8ei~"s-ae~~~ee-~y-e~e-beare-~o-imp±e~e~~-e~e 
40 ~rovisio"5-0~-e~±s-e~a~eer The board may adopt rules 
41 reasonably necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
42 chapter. The rules shall be deslgned to encourage the 
43 utilization of p~7S±e±a"~~ physician assistancs in a 
44 manner that is consistent with the provision of 
45 quality health care and medical services for the 
46 citizens of Iowa through better utilization of 
47 available physicians and the development of sound 
48 programs for the education and training of skilled 
49 phy~±e±a"5~ physician assistants well qualified to 
50 assist physicians in providing health care and medical 
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1 serv:.ces. 
2 Sec. 22. Secti.on 14BC.8, Code 1987, is a!11e~der! ':0 

3 read as Eo::ows: 
4 !48C.8 ~IG~T TO DELEGATE. 
S Nothino in this c~apter ~hei~-eE~eet-~~-~~m~~ 
0, a~eec·' 0: 11·:n' LS a Dhy·sl·cian's ev;s~;r.g ";gn~ r~ _ ... '_':> .......... L ........ ............ _ .... i .... '.-..J 

7 delegate various medical tasks to aides, assista~ts o~ 
8 others ac~ing ~nder the physician's sllpervisi~n 0: 
9 di:ectlo~. Ai~es, assistants, or ethers who oe~eo~~ 

10 only those tasks which can be-so delegated sh~l: not 
:'1 be :-equired :::0 qualify as p~y~-teie~~J. 2t:.y:"s':"·~~3:n 
12 assista~ts ~e~ee~de~ unde~ this chapte~. 
13 Sec. 23. Section 148C.9, Code 1987, is ar.~e!1ded to 
14 read as follows: 
15 148C.9 E~E EXAMINATION RESTRICTED. 
16 No-~h73~e±ank~ A physician assistant shale not be 
17 per~itted to prescribe lenses, prisms~ or cor.tact 
18 le~ses Eo~ the aid, relief, or correction of hu~an 
19 vision. No-phy~icianL~ A ~hysician assistan~ shall 
20 ~ be pe:-rr.itted to measure the 1Jisual po¥.·er anc 
21 visual efEicie~cy of the human eye, as distinquished 
22 E~om ro~~i~e visual scre~~i~g, except in t~~e ?e~5cna: 
23 ~rese~Ce of a 3~pervising 9~ysician ae the p:dce where 
24 such servicES are tendered. 
25 Sec. 24. Section 148C.ll, Code 1987, is ~cended :0 
26 read as :o:lows: 
27 l48C.:l ?ROHIBITIONS. 
28 A pers~n no~ ee~t~E~ed registered ana llcenS2ci as 
29 required by chis chapter who practices as a 
30 p~~~~e!e~L9 ohvsician assistant without having 
31 ob:ai~ed the appropriate approval under this ch~f;:~~f 
32 is guiity of a serious misdemeanor. 
33 Sec. 25. NEW SECTION. i.S4D.l D8?:NI'rIO%. 

AS used Ln chis chapte~, u~less th~ co~c~~= o=he('­
wiSe req~ires; 

1. "Soard" rr.i?ans the board of mar 1 cal and far;-.!:y 
therapy examiners, established in section 147.13. 

35 
36 
37 
38 
39 

2. "Licensed marital and family t:le!:apist" "',ei'.~,s 
person licensed to practice marital and family theraf~ 

40 under chapter :47 and this chapter. 

42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
So 

3. IIMari~al and family therapy" mearlS ~he app:ic~­
tion of principles and methods of marital and :am~ly 
therapy a~d c:ter therapeutic techniques in tne 
aSSessme~t and resolution of emotional conflict, 
modification of perceptions and behavlor, and 
alteracion and establishment of attitudes and patterns 
oE interacticr. relative to marriage, family life, and 
interpersonal relationships. 

Sec. 26. NSW SECTION. 1540.2 REQUIREMENTS TO 
OBTAIN LICENSE. .-
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~:~ 1 An applicant for a :icense to ?ract~ce rrarita: a~a 
2 family therapy shall be granted a l~ce~se by :he board 
3 when the applicant satisfies :he ~ollGwing 
4 requireme:lt.s: 
5 1. Possesses a master's degree :n ~arita~ and 
6 family therapy or its equivalen~ :rom a natior.ally 
7 accredited institution or from a prcgrare app~oved by 
8 :he board. 
9 2. Has at least ~wo years of s~pervised pro~es-

10 sional experience or its equiva:e~t as approved by the 
11 board or the American association for marrlage and 
12 family therapy. 
13 3. Passes an examination administered by the 
14 board. 
15 4. Has not failed the examination required in 
16 subsection 3 within six months of the date of the 
17 current application. 
18 Sec. 27. NE'H SECTION. 154D.3 EXEMPTIONS. 
19 This chapter and chapter 147 do not prevent 
20 qualified members of other professional groups, 
21 including but not limited to nurses, psycholog:sts, 
22 social workers. physicians, attorneys-at-law. and 
23 members of the clergy, from providing or advertising 
24 that they provide services of a marital and family 
25 therapy nature consistent with the accepted standards 
26 of their respective professions, if these persons do 
27 not use a title or description denoting that they are 
28 licensed marital and family therapists. 
29 Sec. 28. NEW SECTION. 154£.1 DEFINITIONS. 
30 As used in this chapter unless the context 
31 otherwise requires: 
32 1. "Board" means the board of mental health 
33 counseling examiners. 
34 2. "Licensed mental health counselor" or 
35 "licensee" means a person licensed to practice mental 
36 health counseling. 
37 3. "Mental health counseling" means the prcvisici! 
38 of counseling services involving assessmenc, referral, 
39 consultation, and the application of therapy. human 
40 development principles, learning theory, group 
41 dynamics, and the etiology of maladjustment and 
42 dysfunctional behavior to individuals, families, and 
43 groups for the purpose of promoting optimal mental 
44 health. 
45 Sec. 29. NEW SECTION. 154E.2 APPLICABILITY. 
46 This chapter and chapter 147 do not prevent 
47 i~dividuals not licensed as mental health counselors 
48 from wc~king within their respective professions or 
49 occupatl~~s if they do not hold themselves out to the 
50 public as being licensed mental health counselors. 
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l Section 147.83 does not apply to persons who are not 
2 licensed as mental health counselors and do not hold 
3 themselves out as licensed mental health counselors. 
4 Sec. 30. NEW SECTION. 154E.3 REQUIREMENTS FOR 
5 LICENSE. 
6 Each applicant for a l:cense as a licensed mental 
7 health counselor shall meet the following 
8 req~irements: 
9 1. Possess a master's or doctoral degree from an 

10 accredited college or university approved by the 
11 bca:d. The degree shall be in counseling with courses 
12 ~~ ~he field of mental health counseling or shall be a 
13 degree in an allied mental health field. 
14 2. Pass an examination approved by the board for 
IS the purpose of licensure. 
16 3. Have two years experience in the activities of 
Ii the practice of mental health counseling. 
18 Sec. 31. NEW SECT:ON. 154£.4 RULE~~KING 
19 AUTHORITY. 
20 In addition to duties and responsibilities provided 
21 in chapters 147 and 258A, the board shall adopt rules 
22 :elating to: 
23 ". Educational, experiential, and examinational 
24 standards for licensure as a mental health co~n5elor. 

2. Standards for professional conduct of persons 
26 :icensed under this chapter. 
25 

J. The administration of this chapter. 
28 4. The status of active and i~active lice~su[e ana 
29 gJicelines for inactive licensure reentry. 
30 S. Sducational activities which fulf~ll continuing 
31 eci'!cation requirements for renewal of lic~n5e5. 

Sec. 32. NEW SECTION. 154E.S CONFIDENTIAL:TY OF 
33 INfOR.'''!ATION. 
34 A licensed mental health counselor or a person 
35 working under supervision of a licensee shall no, 
35 d:sclose or be compelled to disclose information 
37 acquired from persons cons~lting that person in a 
38 professional capacity except: 
39 1. If the information reveals the contemplation or 
40 commission of a crime. 

2. IE the person waives the pr~vilege by bringing 
42 charges against the licensee. 
43 3. With the written consent of the client, or in 
44 the case of death or disability with the consent of 
4S che client's personal representative, another pe:son 
46 authorized to sue, or the beneficiary of an insurance 
~7 policy on the client's life, health, or physical 
48 conditio;"!. 
49 4. To testify in a court hearing concerning 
50 matters pertaining to the welfare of children. 
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.89 :~ge T~3 seek collaboration or consultation "i th 
2 professional colleagues or administrative superiors on 
3 behalf of the client. 
4 Sec. 33. Section 258A.l, subsection l, Code 
5 Supplement 1987, is amended by adding the followi~g 
6 new paragraph after paragraph 1 and renumbering the 
7 subsequent paragraphs: 
8 NEW PARAGRAPH. m. The joint board of pnysic:a~ 
9 assistant examiners. 

10 Sec. 34. Section 321J.ll, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
11 Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
12 Only a licensed physician, p"ys~e~anl~ licensed 
13 physician assistant as defined in section 148C.l, 
14 stlb~ee~~on-67 medical technologist, or registered 
15 nurse, acting at the request of a peace officer, may 
16 withdraw a specimen of blood for the purpose of 
17 determining the alcohol concentration or the presence 

of drugs. However, any peace officer, using devices 
and methods approved by the commissioner of public 
safety, may take a specimen of a person's breath or 
urine for the purpose of determining the alcohol 
concentration or the presence of drugs. Only new 
equipment kept under strictly sanitary and sterile 
conditions shall be used for drawing blood. 

18 
19 
20 
2l 
22 
23 

, .. ~ 
JI.,6 

27 
28 
29 
30 

Sec. 35. Section. 622.10, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

A practicing attorney, counselor, physician, 
surgeon, physician's assistant, mental health 
professional, or the stenographer or confidential 
clerk of any such person, who obtains information by 

31 reason of the person's employme~t, or a minister of 
32 the gospel or priest of any denomination shall not be 
33 allowed7-in-9±~±n9-ee~tiMe~Y7 to disclose any 
34 confidential communication properly entrusted to the 
35 person in the person's profeSsional capacity, and 
36 necessary and proper to enable the person to discharge 
37 the functions of the person's office according to the 
38 usual course of practice or discipline. The 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 .• ~ 

prohibition does not apply to cases where the person 
in whose favor the prohibition is made waives the 
rights conferred; nor does the prohibition apply to 
physicians or surgeons, physician's assistants, mental 
health professionals, or to the stenographer or 
confidential clerk of any physicians or surgeons, 
physician's assistants, or mental health 
professionals, in a civil act:on in which the 
condition of the person in whose favor the prohibition 
is made is an element or factor of the claim or 
defense of the person or of any party claiming through 
or under the person. The evidence is admissible upon 



SRNATE 39 
~1.;RCH 1, 1988 

S-'5189' Page 14 
- ~ --- -- --~-- -

1 trial or the action only as it relates to the 
2 condition alleged. 
3 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. If an adverse party desires the 
4 oral deposition, either discovery or evidentiary, oE a 
5 physician or surgeon, physician's assistant, or mental 
6 health professional to which the prohibition would 
7 otherwise apply or the stenographer or confidential 
8 clerk of a physician or surgeon, physician's 
9 assistant, or mental health orofessicnal or desires to 

10 call a physician or surgeon,' physician's 2ssistant, or 
.~ mental health professional to whicn the pr0hibi~ion 
:2 wcu1d otherwise apply or the stenographer or 
:3 confidential clerk of a physician or surgeon, 
:4 physician's assistant, or mental health professional 
:5 as a witness at the trial of the action, the adverse 
16 party shall file an application with the court for 
:7 permission to do so. The court upon hearing, which 
~8 shall not be ex parte, shall grant permission ~nless 
19 the court finds that the evidence sought does not 
20 relate to the condition alleged and shall fix ~ 
21 reasonable fee to be paid to the physician or surgeon, 
22 physician's assistant, or mental health professional 
23 by the party taking the deposition or calling :he 
24 witness. 
25 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. For the purposes of this 
26 section, "mental health protess~;;~~:'1 means 
27 1'~yeh~ieg±sr.9-ee!'t~E!;ed 9_.p5yCh(-:"_0sist license,~_ ~nder 
28 chapt2: 1548, a ~egistered ~tlr5e~ :~urse licensEi u~der 
29 chapter 152, a-socia~_;.JO(Ke,:, l_~_~er1sed :,jnder cha?_~_~E. 
30 154C, a :narital and family t~er~~ois~ :~cen~ed \jr1cer 
31 c~a~ter :.540. or i~div~dBat~ an i~dividual holdi~g at 
32 least a ~asterts degree i~ soci&l w6rk or cou~se:ing 
33 and guidance. 
34 Sec. 36. REPEAL. Seccicns 148C.5 and 148C.6, Code 
35 1987, are repealed. 
36 Sec. 37. TRANSITION -- RULES -- NEW ME:-I8ERS Of 
37 BOARD -- PHYSICAN ASSISTANTS. 
38 1. T~e physician a~sistar.t serving as a member of 
39 the board of medical examine~s or. the effectiv~ date 
40 of this Act may continue t~ serve to the end of the 
~l term to which appointed but shal: not be entit~ed to 
t.2 vote or. any matter befor~ tne board. 
43 2, The rules of the board of medical exami~e's 
44 existing on the effective date of this Act ~~th 
45 respect to physician 25sistants shall continue in 
46 effect as rules of the joint board of physician 
47 assistant examiners until modified by the jo:nt board 
48 of physician assistant examiners. 
49 3. Notwithstanding section 1~7.19, for the initial 
50 terms of the members of the joint board of physician 
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1 assistant examiners, the gove:nor shall appoint two 
2 members to serve terms of one year, two members to 
3 serve terms of two years, and three members to serve 
4 terms of three years. The initial appointees' 
5 successors shall be appointed for terms of three years 
6 each, except that a person chosen to Eill a vacancy 
7 shall be appointed only for the unexpired term of the 
8 board member replaced. 
9 In making the initial appointments to represent 

10 physician assistants on the joint board of physician 
11 assistant examiners, the governor shall appoint 
12 persons who have been engaged in practice as physiCian 
13 assistants with the approval of the board of medical 
14 examiners for a period of three years just just 
15 preceding the appointment. 
16 Sec. 38. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS -- MARITAL AND 
17 fAMILY THERAPY. Notwithstanding section 147.19, of 
16 the initial appointees to the board, two members shall 
19 be appointed for terms of one year, two members shall 
~O be appointed for terms of two years, and three members 
21 shall be appointed for terms of three years. The 
22 initial appointees' successors shall be appointed for 
23 terms of three years each, except that a person chosen 

to fill a vacancy shall be·appointed only for the 
unexpired term of the board member replaced. 

For two years after the effective date of this Act, 
27 che board members shall only be required to possess a 
28 master's or doctoral degree in marital and family 
29 therapy, or its equivalent, from an accredited college 
30 or university. 
31 Sec. 39. INITIAL APPOINTMENTS -- MENTAL HEALTH 
32 COUNSELING. Notwithstanding section 147.19, of the 
33 initial appointees to the board of mental health 
34 counseling examiners, the governor shall appoint one 
35 member to serve a term of one year, two members to 
36 serve terms of two years, and· two members to serve 
37 terms of three years. Th~ initial appointees' 
38 successors shall be appointed for terms of three years 
39 each, except that a person chosen to fill a vacancy 
40 shall be appointed ()rllY: for the=u.De~pired term of the 
41 board member replaced. 
42 In making the initial appointments to represent 
43 mental health counselors on the board of mental health 
44 counseling examiners, the governor shall appoint 
4S persons who meet the requirements'of section 154E.3, 
46 subsections 1 and 3, as amended by this Act. 
47 Sec. 40. EFFECTIVE DATE. The provisions of this 

.46 Act, relating to physician assistants and this 
section, being deemed of immediate importance, takes 
effect upon enactment. 

, .. 
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1 1. The provisions of 'this Act. relating to marital 
2 and family therapists, being deem~d of i~~ediate 
] importance, takes effect upon endct~ent for the 
~ pu:pose at appointment dlld organizdtio:l of the bOdrd 
5 Jn~ the adoption of rules to become effective July 1, 
6 ~988. The t,me from the ap~ointmen[ cf the board 
7 ;':2~.QerS unti: !'-\ay 1, L988, shall ;'.c~ he inCl1..!ded in 
8 ~~e compi;t.dt~·.)n of tr,t:ir ir.ii:~dl term. oadrd member:; 
':1 may :eceive c~mpensativn a::d exp<?nses rlJrsuan~ tc 

:0 s~ction 147.2~ for meetings held prior [0 July 1, 
.J. ;988. 
,~ 2. £xcept as provided 1r. subsectio:>s : and 2, this 
13 Act takes effect July 1. 1988." 
!4 2. Title page, by s~=iking lines 1 through 3. and 
l~ inserting the following; "An Act relating to the 
~~ credentialing and regulation of c~:tain health Care 
_I professions,making'·. 
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DAVID READINGER 

5ENA'l'S FILE 21 69 

1 Amend senate File 2169 as follows: 
2 1. Page 9, by stciking lines 16 and 17 and 
3 inserting the following: "A". 
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BY WALLY HORN 

5ENATE FILE 2169 

I ~~end Senate file 2169 as follows: 
2 1. Page 8. by striking line 26 and inserting the 
3 following: "examination or an equivalent". 

5-5179 
Filed February 29. 1988 
1>.00;4 eO ':)-1'0 CI"7,Cj'l5) 

L Amend Ser.ate File 21.6'1 
1. . Pa<;e 6, a f:: '-~ c • ~ :':f!> 

J fo~ lO'w'i:~q: 

BY WALLY. HORN 

5E;.JATE FILl:; 2169 

d·~ Eel :c<""~: 
2'; I t',.,:. ! i;~et '~;l<; :~:~)e 

'·S~(.~. N£~.j SfC:'~/.H\. 1~~:.:3 C(,JOPDi:tA'< #'~i:-J i·;~·-rE 

?HYS:C~·.<l,·· . ASS _S':;'.i\~ =:<t·.:·~:,';:'?:~. 
7::1=:' boa(d 0E Cilpjica:. ~:<.:1,'ii~li'::~<>, .-; Jr:j ~i~ .. :r"\·:==':·· 

- di~cipl.i:iary ~:..!"oceJl!re ir.vo~·,:ing -:i ::·;--ysicia ...... i.:;)l~ thE' 
f!. ~;:ys~.Ci.::1·5 ~')~oe~visi0r~ c:' a or.'vs.~c: :~t'; a5~iJtan:-., 
'7 shail cr .. urdinr.te e::l ~s:)eC·.5 ~f-t:~:c ,):.)c€;du:'e ..... :~.~. ':he 

]c:~t bOd:d cf phys~cia; ass!sta~~ ~~ ~in~:~, 
- ~ inclu~~ng requesting and c~nsid~!'i!l~ ~h2 ~~~ice ~! :~e 
~2 joi~t ~odr6 ~~tt) :~SDect ~o the ~~oced~,e5 pursue~ A~~ 
:3 the decisions made."· 
:.; 2. By ll~bering ar.d renumber:-ing (., .. ; nece:;silry. 
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STATE OF IOWA 

Senator Rsaolnger 

Lsa No. 7735$ 
;:Lf'ri ~!\R 1 1 (:HP F I seA l NOT E S t a If 10. --,-R"-R",,S __ 

,Q. BY SENATOR READINGER SENATE FIJ.E 2169 
In compllance With a written request received March 1. 1988. a fiscal netc for 
SI!NATE FILE 2169 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rute 17" Data used in 
devetoping this fiscat note are available from the Legislative Flscal Bureau 
to members of the Legislature upon requ~st. 

Senate file 2:69 estab:ishes the ne~ Board of Physician Assistant Examiners. 
Under current law the education, training, and practice of physician 
assistants are monitored by the Board of ~edical Examiners. Senate file 2169 
makes necessary Code of Iowa changes to reflect this new board and allows the 
board to establish by rule fees to be charged ,n connection with the 
certification of Physician Assistants. 

ASSUl1PTIONS 

1. Since the proposed legislation provides for a totally independent 
licensing board, the estimates are based upon an examining board type of 
organization. 

2. Three FTE positions would be necessary for support of the board. 
3. The seven member board would require nine meetings per year. 
4. A fee would be charged to those seeking licensure. This money would be 

deposited in the general fund and expenditures would by appropriated 
through the Department of Public Health (DPH). The goal of each boa~d in 
DPH is to self-supporting. 

S. Start-up costs of the new boara- would be higher in the"first year. 

FISCAL EFFECT 

Fiscal Year 1989 Fiscal Year 1990 
Current Proposed Increase Current Proposed Increase 

Law Law (Decrease) Law Law (Decrease) 
REVENUE 

General Fund $ 8z000 $ 129,785 $ 121,785 $ 8,000 $ 124,853 $ 116,853 
Total $ 8,000 $ 129,785 $ 121,785 $ 8,000 $ 124,853 $ 116,853 

EXPENDITURES 
Salaries $ 14,791 $ 99,985 $ 85,194 $ 16,122 $ 108,885 $ 92,763 

(PTE's) (0.0) (3.0) +(3.0) (0.0) (3.0) +(3.0) 
Support 1,200 8,800 7,600 1,400 7,800 6,400 
Start Up Costs a 12,500 12,500 0 0 0 
State Provided 1,120 8,500 7,380 1,226 8,168 6,942 

Services 
Total $ 17,111 $ 129,785 $ 112,674 $ 18,748 S 124,853 $ 106,105 

!lET EFFECT $ (9,111) $ 0 $ 9,111 $ 00,748) $ 0 $ 10,748 

Source: Department of Publ i c Health, Bd of , EX3~.inerS(~S, RRS) 

~ f_~ C / /2./4 
Fisca.l Director 

Legislative Fiscal Bureau 
Date: ..j !Lui to 

l I 
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- ~ew Language by the Senate 

• - Language Stricken by the Senate 

P~assed Senate, Date Passed House, Date ",;; ... hr: y" 17':' 1) 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Vote: Ayes .;.:i Nays ? Vote: Ayes ff3 Nays 1-", 

An 

Approved '2l1.2., 1.2 19:ii 

A BILL FOR 

Act reiating to physician assistants, establishing a board of 

physician assistant examiners, providing :or the registration 

and licensure of physician assistants, making penalties 

applicable, providing properly related matters, and providing ~ 

an effective date. ~ 
• 

6 8E IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL Il.SSEXBLY OF THE STA~E OF IOWA: 

7 

8 

9 

10 
, . 
~.L 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

• 20 

21 

S,,' 2169 

... ; ::::,;,'26 
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S . F. 2.# tbf! H.7. 

Section 1. Section \36C.3. subsection 2. I:~numbered 

2 paragraph 1. Code 1987. :'-> amended to read as rollows: 

3 Establish minimum training standards including continuing 

4 education requirements. and administer exa~:nations and 

5 disciplinary procedures for operators of radiation machines 

6 and users of radloactive materials. A state 0: Iowa license 

7 to practice medicine. osteopathy. chiropractic, podiatry. 

8 dentistry. dental hygiene. or veterinary medicine. or 

9 ee~t±E±eBt~e~-B~-~-phy~±eia~~~-Bs~±~tB~t-B~-deE±~ed-±n-~eet~o" 

10 :l:48E.,.:l:7-Stlb~eetieM-6 2. i<:'~~"1sure as a physiCian assistant. 

11 pursua~t to chapter l48C. or certification by the board of 

12 dental examiners in dental radiography. or er.rollment in a 

13 program or course of s~udy approved by the Iowa department of 

14 public health which includes the application of radiation to 

15 humans satlsfies che minimum training standards for operation 

l6 of radiation machines only. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 147.1, subsections 2 and 3, Code 

18 Supplement ~987, are amended to read as fOllows: 

19 2. "Licensed" or "certified" when applied to a physician 

20 and surgeon, podiatrist, osteopath, osteopatr.ic physician and 

21 surgeon, physician assistant, psychologist or associate 

22 psychologist, chiropractor, nurse, dentist, dental hygienist, 

23 optometrist, speech pathologist, audiologist. pharmacist, 

24 physical therapist, occupational therapist, practitioner of 

25 cosmetology, practitioner of barbering, funeral director, 

26 dietitian, or social worker means a person licensed under this 

27 title. 

28 3. "Profession" means medicine and surgery, podiatry, 

29 osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and surgery, practice as a 

30 physician assistant, psychology, chiropractic, nursing, 

31 dentistry, dental hygiene, optometry, speech pathology, 

32 audiology, pharmacy, physical therapy, occupatlonal therapy, 

33 cosmetology, barbering, mortuary science, social work or 

34 dietetics. 

35 Sec. 3. Section 147.2, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
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1 follows: 

2 147.2 LICENSE REQUIRED. 

3 No ~ person shall not engage in the practice of medicine 

4 and surgery, podiatry, osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and 

5 surgery, psychology, chiropractic, physical therapy, nursing, 

6 dentistry, dental hygiene, optometry, speech pathology, 

7 audiology, occupational therapy, pharmacy, cosmetology, 

8 barbering, dietetics, or mo~tuary science or shall not 

9 practice as a physician assistant as defined in the following 

10 chapters of this title, unless the person has obtained from 

11 the department a license for that purpose. 

12 Sec. 4. Section 147.3, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 

14 147.3 QUALIFICATIONS. 

15 An applicant for a ~icense to practice a profession under 

16 this title is not ineligible because of age, citizenship, sex, 

17 race, religion, marital status or national origin, although 

18 the application form may require citizenship information. A 

19 board may consider the past felony record of an applicant only 

20 if the felony conviction relates directly to the practice of 

21 ~e~±e~ne,-~o~iatrY7-o~teo~athy,-o~teo~ath~e-~e~ieine-ane 

22 ~~rge~Y7-ehiro~raetie7-n~r~in97-~~yeho±o9Y7-o~to~etrY7-~~eeeh 

23 patho±e917-a~dtoto9y,-pharffiae17-~hy~iea±-thera~y,-oeetlpationat 

24 therapy,-ees~eto±o9y,-barberin97-~orttlary-~eieneeT-~oeta:-werk 

25 or-dietetiea the profession for which the applicant reqJests 

26 to be licensed. Character references may be required, but 

27 shall not be obtained from licensed members of the profession. 

28 Sec. 5. Section 147.13, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 147.13 DESIGNATION OF BOARDS. 

31 The examining boards provided in section 147.12 shall be 

32 designated as follows: 

33 1. For medicine and surgery, and osteopathy, and 

34 osteopathic medicine and surgery, medical examiners7-fer. 

* 35 2. For physician assistants, board of physician assistant 
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1 examiners. 

2 

3 

,,3-,._--,F:...·0:::..:c[ psychology, psyc,1c1ogy examiners~-E", .. -,-

4,...:.'---_F:...0:::..:c[ podiatry, podiatry examiners~-Eo!'. 

4 5. For chiropractic, chiropractic examiners~-for-,-

5 6. For physical therapists and occupational the~apists, 

6 physical and occupational therapy examiners.-~or-,-

7 7. .!....!._--'F~o..!;.r nursing, board of nursing.-fot'.:. 

8 8. ~_--,F:...O:::..:cr dentistry and dental hygiene, dental examiners. 

9 for. 

10 9 . ~_--,F:...o:::..:cr optometry, optometry examiners.-ror.:. 

11 10. =-,------,F:..;:or speech pathology and audiology, speech pathology 

12 and audiology examiners~-fo .. .:. 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

11. ~or cosmetology, cosmetology examiners~-Eor. 

12. For barbering, barber exa~iners.-fer.:. 

13. For pharmacy, pharmacy examlners~-ter.:. 

14. For mortuary science, mortuary science examiners.-for.:. 

~l~5~.,---_:~,~o..!;.r social workers, social work examiners~-€er~ 

16. For dletetics, dietetic examiners. 

Sec. 6. Section 147.14, subsection 2, Code 1987, is 

amended to read as follows: 

2. For medical examiners, five members licensed to 

practice medicine and surgery, two members licensed to 

practice osteopathic medicine and surgery, one-member-epproveci 

as-a-pkysieianis-assistant, and two members not licensed to 

practice either medicine and surgery or osteopathic medicine 

and surgery, ot'-apPt'ovee-as-a-pkys±e±anis-assistant. and who 

shall represent the general public, and one nonvoting membe~ 

who is licensed as a physician assistant. Phe-pnysieianLs 

assistant-shali-have-ali-ehe-rights-and-~rivi±eges-oE-a-boare 

membet'-bat-may-~ote-eniy-on-mat~et's-reiating-to-d~seipline-of 

physieiansi-assistants7-edaeat~on-oE-physieiansL-assistants 

and-rales-or-peiieies-direetiy-affeeting-physieians i 

assistants~ A majority of the voting members of the board 
34 constitutes a quorum. 

Section 147.14, 35 Sec. 7. Code 1987, is amended by adding 
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1 the following new subsection: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 12. For the board of physician assistan~ 

3 examiners, three members licensed to practice as physician 

4 assistants, at least two of whom practice in counties with a 

5 population of less than fifty thousand, one member licensed to 

6 practice medicine and surgery who supervises a physician 

7 assistant, one member licensed to practice osteopathic 

8 medicine and surgery who supervises a physician assistant, and 

9 two members who are not licensed to practice either medicine 

10 and surgery or osteopathic medicine and surgery or licensed as 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

a physician 

public. At -
in 

assistant and who shall represent the general 

least one of the physician members shall be in 

practice 
•• 

a county with a population of less than fifty 
~ .. ~ ____ ~ __ .w __ ~~=*~_~c~=~~ 

thousand. A majority of members of the board constitutes a 

quorum. 

Sec. 8. Section 147.16, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

18 

19 

20 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. However, each licensed physician 

assistant member of the board of physician assistant examiners 

shall be actively engaged in practice as a physiCian assistant 

21 and shall have been so engaged for a period of three years 

22 just preceding the member's appointment, the last year of 

23 which shall be in this state. 

24 Sec. 9. Section 147.25, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1987, 

25 is amended to read as follows: 

26 In addition to any other fee provided by law, a fee may be 

27 set by the respective examining boards for each license and 

28 renewal of a license to practice med~eiMe,-~~rqery,-pedi~~ry, 

29 esteep6~hy,-esteep6th±e-med±eiMe-6Md-stl~qery,-eh±repr6et±e, 

30 Mtlr~iMq,-deMtistry,-deMt61-hyqieMe,-eptemetry,-ph6rmaey, 

31 physie6l-ther6py,-eeetlpa~ieMal-~her6py,-soe~ar-werk7 

32 ve~eriM6ry-medieiMe7-er-dietetie~ a profession, Which fee 

33 shall be based on the annual cost of collecting information 

34 for use by the department in the administration of the system 

35 of health personnel statistics established by this section. 
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1 The fee shall be collected, transmitted to the treasurer of 

2 state and deposited in the general fund of the state 1tl the 

3 manner in which license and renewal fees of the respective 

4 professions are collected, transmltted, and deposited in the 

5 general fund. 

6 Sec. 10. Section 147.74, Code Supplement 1987, is amended 

7 by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after 

8 unnumbered paragraph 11: 

9 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A physiCian assistant registered 

10 or licensed under chapter 148C may use the words "physiciall 

11 assistant'· after the person's name or to signify the same by 

12 the use of the letters "F.A." after the person's name. 

13 Sec. 11. Section 147.80, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

14 the following new subsubsection after section 4 and 

15 renumbering the subsequent subsections: 

16 NEW SUBSECTION. 5. Application for a license to practice 

17 as a physician assistant, issuance of a license to practice as 

18 a physiCian assistant issued upon the basis of an examination 

19 given or approved by the board of physician assistant 

20 examiners, issuance of a license to practice as a physician 

21 assistant issued under a reciprocal agreement, renewal of a 

22 license to practice as a physician assistant, temporary 

23 license to practice as a physician assistant, registration of 

24 a physician assistant, temporary registration of a physician 

25 assistant, renewal of a registration of a physician assistant. 

/26 Sec. 12. Section 147.102, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 147.102 PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS, PSYCnOLOGISTS, 

29 CHIROPRACTORS, DENTISTS, AN9 OSTEOPATHS, AND ?HYSICIAN 

30 ASSISTANTS. 

31 Notwithstanding the provisions ot this title, every 

32 application for a license to practice medicine and surgery, 

33 psychology, chiropractic, dentistry, osteopathy, or 

34 osteopathic medicine and surgery, or to practice as a 

35 ~iciar. assistant, shall be made directly to the secretary 
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1 of the examining board of such profession, and every 

2 reciprocal agreement for the recognition of any such license 

3 issued in another state shall be negotiated by the examining 

4 board for such profession, and all examination, license, and 

5 ,enewal fees received from such persons licensed to practice 

6 any of such professions shall be paid to and collecced by the 

7 secretary of the examining board of such profession, who shall 

8 transmit the fees to the treasure~ of state who shall deposit 

9 the fees in the general fund of the state. The salary of the 

10 secretary shall be established by the governor with the 

11 approval of the executive council pursuant to section 19A.9, 

12 subsection 2, under the pay plan for exempt positions in the 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

executive branch of government. 

Sec. 13. Section 147.103, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered 

paragraph 1: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The board of physician assistant 

examiners may appoint investigators, who shall not be members 

of the examining board, to administer and aid 1n the 

enforcement of the provisions of law relating to physician 

21 assistants. The amount of compensation for the investigators 

22 shall be determined pursuant to chapter 19A. 

23 Sec. 14. Section 147.103, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

24 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

25 

26 

27 

28 

Investig~tors authorized by the board of medical examiners 

and the board of physician assistant examiners have the powers 

and status of peace officers when enforcing this chapter and 

chapters 147A, 148, 148C, 150, 150A, and 258A. 
>'-",29 Sec. 15. NEW SECTION. 148.13 COORDINATION WITH JOINT 

30 

31 

32 

33 -- 34 

35 

BOARD OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT EXAMINERS. 
I 

• 

The board of medical examiners, in any licensee = " . " 

disciplinary procedure involving a 
,. ..................... % ..... -

physlcian and the 

ghlsician's sup~~rvislon of ~~ysician assistant, shall 

~oordinate~l.~asg~c~~ of tt:e procedure wit~ the joint board 

of physician ass"~s:n.t;, exami~e;.!: inoluding requesting and 
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l.considering the advice of the joint board wit~_ respect to the 

2 ~r?cedures p~rsued and the decisions made. 

3 Sec. 16. Section 148C.l, Code 1987, is amended by striking 

4 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

5 148C.l DEFINITIONS. 

6 1. "Approved program" means a program for the education of 

7 physician assistants which has been formally approved by the 

,,8 boa rd. 

9 2. "Board" means the board of physician assistant 

10 examiners. 

11 3. "Department" means the Iowa department of public 

12 health. 

13 4. "Licensed physician assistant" means a person who is 

14 licensed by the board to practice as a physician assistant 

15 under the superVision of one or more physicians specified in 

16 the license. "Supervision" does not require the personal 

17 presence of the supervising physician at the place where 

18 medical services are rendered except insofar as the personal 

19 presence is expressly required by this chapter or required by 

20 rules of the board adopted pursuant to this chapte~. 

21 5. "Physician" means a person who is currently licensed in 

22 Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine 

23 and surgery, or osteopathy. 

24 6. "Physician assistant" means a person who has 

25 successfully completed an approved program and passed an 

26 examination approved by the board or is otherwise found by the 

27 board to be qualified to perform medical services under the 

28 superViSion of a physician. 

29 7. "Trainee" means a person who is currently enrolled in 

30 an approved program. 

31 Sec. 17. Section 148C.2, Code 1987, is amended to ~ead as 

32 follows: 

148C.2 APPROVED PROGRAMS. 33 

34 The department shall issue certificates of approval for 

35 programs for the education and training of ~hy~~e~a"i~ 
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1 physician assistants which meet board standards. In 

2 developing criteria for program approval, the board shall give 

3 consideration to and encourage the utilization of equivalency 

4 arId proficiency testing and other mechanisms whereby full 

5 credit is given to trainees for past education and experience 

"6 in health fields. The board shall adopt and publish standards 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

7 to insure that such programs operate in a manner which does 

not endanger the health and welfare of patients who receive 

services within the scope of the program. The board shall 

review the quality of curriculum, faculty, and the facilities 

of such programs and shall iss~e approve the issuance of 

certificates of approval. ~he-~oard-may-adop~-stleh 

~egtlla~~ons-as-are-reasonabiy-neeessary-~o-earry-o~e-~he 

ptlrposes-e£-eh~s-ehapeer~ 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

f£-ehe-board-deeermines-that-a-person-has-s~£f±e~en~ 

~newiedge-and-exper±enee-to-q~ai±£y-aa-a-phya±eian~s 

aagigtant.-the-eoard-may-e~~rove-an-appiieation-to-s~perv~ae 

stleh-pergon-as-a-phyaie~an~s-aaais~ant-w~tho~t-reqtl±ri ng-the 

eompiet±on-e£-an-appreved-program~ 

20 The board shall establish by rule fees to be charged In 

21 connection with the aoplication for and issuance of 

22 certificates of approval under this section. 

23 Sec. 18. Section l48C.3, Code 1987, is amended by striking 

24 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

25 148C.3 REGISTRATION -- LICENSURE. 

26 1. The board shall formulate guidelines and adopt rules to 

27 govern the registration of persons who qualify as physician 

28 assistants. An applicant for registration shall submit the 

29 fee prescribed by the board and shall meet the requirements 

30 established by the board with respect to all of the following: 

31 a. Academic qualifications, including evidence of 

32 graduation from an approved program. However, if the board 

33 determines that a person has sufficient knowledge and 

34 experience to qualify as a physiCian assistant, the board may 

35 approve an application for cegistcation without requiring the 
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1 completion of an approved program. 

2 b. Examination grades and evidence of passing the national 

3 commission on certification of physician assistants 

4 examination or an equivalent examination which the board 

5 approves. 

6 c. Hours of continuing medical education necessary to 

7 remain licensed or eligible for licensure. 

8 2. The board may issue a temporary registration under 

circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the 9 special 

10 board. A temporary regIstration shall not exceed one year in 

11 duration and shall not be renewed more than once. 

12 3. A person who is registered as a physician assistant 1S 

13 not authorized to practice as a physician assistant unless the 

14 person is also a licensed physician assistant. 

; 15 

16 

4. The board shall formulate guidelines and adopt rules 

for, the consi1eration of applications from persons seekIng to 

• 

17 

18 

become, 1 icensed p.hY..:l,~Lan as~~t!.~,~,s. An appl icant for a e. 
license to practice as a physician assistant shall submit the 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

____ ... _.-. :ooo-_~ .. ;; 0-

fee prescribed by the board and evidence of the applicant's 
1 • .....-- k= • __ 

current registrati:)O",w,i~h the b.9.~r~. as a .~.r:.L:~,~ian assistant. 

In conjunction with the physician assistant submission, the 
=-._.... .... 4 • ;5 _ , ". ,'_ • lUi 

aj?,Pl icant 's :u~ervl sing physic ian, ,or ph~~0,~.r;,~sha 11 s;;bmi t 

information with respect to the supervising physician's 
•. a __ , _,. " .. ., ; _. == " 

professional bac~~round.~nd sp:~ialty, and a plan for 

:u!?ervisio~ sf, ti;.e .e!:;(s10#an ,!~sistant. In addi t ion the 

physician assistant applicant and the supervising physician or 
• C ,_ _r ~~ 

physicians shall Submit a description of how the physician .. -....-.. ::: "'_ ........ _~<:r~._~= ~~~...:c.: 

assistant is to function. -
29 5. The board may issue a temporary license under special 

30 circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the board. A 

31 temporary license shall not exceed one year in duration and 

32 shall not be renewed more than once. 

33 6. The board may modify the proposed functioning of a 

34 physician assistant and then approve the application for 

35 licensure as modified. 
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1 7. The board shall not approve an application for 

2 licensure which would result in a physician supervising more 

3 than two physician assistants at one time. 

4 8. A licensed physician assistant shall perform only those 

5 services for which the licensed physician assistant is 

6 qualified by training, and shall not perform a service that is 

7 not permitted by the board. 

8 Sec. 19. Section 148C.4, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 148C.4 SERVICES PERFORMED BY ASSISTANTS. 

11 A physieianls physician assistant may perform medical 

12 se~v~ee services when stteh the services are rendered under the 

13 supervision of a-lieensed the physician or physicians 

14 specified in the physician assistant license approved by the 

15 board. A trainee may perform medical services when stteh the 

16 services are rendered within the scope of an approved program. 

17 Sec. 20. Section 148C.7, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

'-·19 148C.7 RB6tlbA'Py8HS RULES. 

20 Re9ttiae±ons-adopeed-by-the-bea~d-eo-±mplemene-the 

21 p~e~isions-or-this-ehapte~ The board may adopt rules 

22 reasonably necessary to carry out the purposes of this 

23 chapter. The rules shall be designed to encourage the 

24 utilization of physieians l physician assistants in a manner 

25 that is consistent with the provision of quality health care 

26 and medical services for the citizens of Iowa through better 

27 utilization of available physicians and the development of 

28 sound programs for the education and training of skilled 

29 physieians l physician assistants well qualified to assist 

30 physicians in providing health care and medical services. 

31 Sec. 21. Section 148C.8, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

32 fOllows: 

33 148C.8 RIGHT TO DELEGATE. 

34 Nothing in this chapter shaii-a££eet-o~-±i~it affects or 

35 limits a physician's existing right to delegate various 
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1 medical tasks to aides, assistants or others acting under the 

'2 physician's supervision or direction. Aides, assistants L or 

3 others who perform only those tasks which can be so delegated 

4 shall not be required to qualify as phy~±ei8M~i physiCian 

5 assistants he~ettMder 

6 Sec. 22. Section 

7 follows: 

under this chapter. 

148C.9, Code 1987, is 

8 148C.9 EYE EXAMINATION RESTRICTED. 

amended to read as 

9 No-physiei8M 4 s A physician assistant shall not be permitted 

10 to prescribe lenses, prismsL or contact lenses for the aid, 

11 relief, or correction of human vision. No-physieisMis A 

12 physician assistant shall not be permitted to measure the 

13 visual power and visual efficiency of the human eye, as 

14 distinguished from routine visual screening, except in the 

15 personal presence of a supervising physician at the place 

16 where such services are rendered. 

17 Sec. 23. Section 148C.ll, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

18 follows: 

19 l48C.ll PROHIBITIONS. 

20 A person not eertiEied registered and license~ as required 

21 by thlS chapter who practices as a physieisnis physiciar~ 

22 assistant without having obtained the appropriate approval 

~ ~23 under this chapter, is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

24 Sec. 24. Section 258A.l, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

25 1987, is amended by adding the following new paragraph after 

26 paragraph 1 and renumbering the subsequent paragraphs: 

* 27 NEW PARAGRAPH. m. The board of physician assistant 

28 examiners. 

29 Sec. 25. Section 321J.ll, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

30 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

31 Only a licensed physician, physieieM 4 s licensed ohysician 

32 assistant as defined in section 148C.l, sabseetioM-6, medical 

33 technologist, or registered nurse, acting at the request of a 

34 peace officer, may withdraw a specimen of blood for the 

35 purpose of determining the alcohol concentration or the 
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1 presence of drugs. However, any peace officer, using devices 

2 and methods approved by the cormnissioner of public safety, may 

3 take a specimen of a person's breath or urine for the purpose 

4 of determining the alcohol concentration or the presence of 

5 drugs. Only new equipment kept under strictly sanitary and 

6 sterile conditions shall be used :or drawing blood. 

7 Sec. 26. REPEAL. Sections 148C.5 and 148C.6, Code 1987, 

8 are repealed. 

9 Sec. 27. TRANSITION -- RULES -- NEW MEMBeRS OF BOARD. 

1. The physician assistant serving as a member of the 

11 board of medical examiners on the effective date of thlS Act 

l2 may continue to serve to the end of the term to which 

13 appointed but shall not be entitled to vote on any matter 

14 before the board. 

15 2. The rules of the board of medical examiners existing on 

16 the effective date of this Act with respect to physician 

17 assistants shall continue in effect as rules of the board of 

18 physician assistant examiners until modified by the board of 

19 physician assistant examiners. 

20 3. Notwithstanding section 147.19, for the initial terms 

21 of the members of the board of physician assistant examiners, 

22 the governor shali appoint two members to serve terms of one 

23 year, two members to serve terms of two years, and three 

24 members to serve terms of three years. The initial 

25 appointees' successors shall be appointed for terms of three 

26 years each, except that a person chosen to fill a vacancy 

27 shall be appointed only for the unexpired term of the board 

28 member replaced. 

29 In making the initial appointments to represent physician 

• 30 assistants on t~e board of physician asslstant examiners, the 

31 governor shall appoint persons who have been engaged in 

32 practice as physician assistants with the approval of the 

33 board of medical examiners for a period of three years just .,34. preceding the appointment. 

":",,35 Sec. 28. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

2S 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

3S 

S _ f' _ 2JId H _ f' _ 

immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment_ 

SUCCESSOR TO SSB 2079 (LSB 7735SC) 

COMPANION TO LSB 7736HC 
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:~X~~ BOUSE CLIP SHEET MARCH 29, 1988 page .$~ 
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SENATE FILE 2169 
. H-5940 
~ 1 Amend Senate File 2169, as amended, ~assed, and 
~ 2 re~rinted by the Senate, as follows: 

3 1. Page 3, by striking lines 21 through 34 and 
4 inserting the following: 

'5 "2. For medical examiners, five members licensed 
6 to ~ractice medicine and surgery, two members licensed 
7 to practice osteopathic medicine and surgery, one 
8 member epp~o~ed licensed as a phy~ieia~~~ physician 
9 assistant, and two members not licensed to practice 

10 either medicine and surgery or osteopathic medicine 
11 and surgery, or app~o~ed licensed as a phyeie±a~~~ 
12 physician assistant, and who shall represent the 
13 general public. The phy~ie±a~~e physician assistant 
14 shall have all the rights and privileges of a board 
15 member b~t-may-~ote-on%y-o~-matte~~-re%ating-to 
16 dieeip%ine-of-phy~ieiane~-a~eieta~te,-ed~eatio~-of 
17 phyeieiane~-assi~tante-a~d-r~%e~-or-po%ie±ee-d±~eet%y 
18 affeeti~g-phy~ie±an~L-a~s±sta~ts. A majority oE 
19 members of the board constitutes a quorum." 
20 2. By striking page 6, line 29 through page 7, 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

line 2, and inserting the following: 
"Sec. NEW SECTION. 148.13 REVIEWAND 

APPROVAL OF ACTIONS OF BOARD OF PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT 
EXAMINERS. 

~e~~ 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 

The board oE medical examiners has the right to 
review and approve or disapprove the actions of the 
board oE physician assistant examiners. IE the board 
oE medical examiners has not disapproved an action 
prior to the ex~iration oE thirty days following 
notice from the board of physician assistant 
examiners, the action is deemed approved. Before 
disapproving an action, the board of medical examiners 
shall review the written submissions of the board of 
physician assistant examiners and shall provide an 
opportunlty for representatives of that board to 
present the matter orally. Disa~proval oE an action 
shall be in writing and shall include a statement of 
the reasons for the disapproval." 

':~-. 

>~~ 3. Page 11, line 23, by inserting aEter the word 
40 "misdemeanor." the following: "However, a qualified 

practicing physician may lawfully supervise a 
registered physiclan assistant at a free medical 
clinic on a temporary basis pending approval of the 
applications by licensed physicians to supervise 
physician assistants." 

4. Page 11, by inserting after line 23 the fol-

41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

e 
lowing: . 

"Sec. NEW SECTION. 148C.12 ACTIONS OF BOARD 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL BY BOARD OF MEDICAL EX~~INERS. 

1. Except as otherwise provided in subsection 3, 
-1-

____ ......... " ,.~ .. ____ ., __ ~;_ ._~v ___ ~_~·_·, ___ .,_ . __ ,_ 
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fl-5940 
?age 2 

1 actions of the hoard are subject to approval by the 
2 board of medical examiners and shall not become 

~ 

~ 

6 

3 effective until approved by that board. If an action 
has not been disapproved prior to the expiration of 
the thirty-day period prescribed in section 148.:3, it 
is deemed approved. 

7 
8 
9 

; 0 
, 1 

12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 

2. The board shall notify the board of medical 
examiners in writing as soon as possibJe after an 
action is taken and shall provide appropriate 
background and supporting info-mation if requested by 
that board. The board shall cooperate with the board 
cE medical examiners during that board's process of 
review. 

3. If the board determines in a particular 
licensing case that :~~ediate action is r~cessary, the 
board may take temporary action, effective 
immediately, pending approval or disapproval by the 
board of medical examiners." 

5. Page 12, by striking lines 10 through 14. 
6. By striking page 12, line 35 through page 13, 

line 1. 
7. Title page, line 3, by insertirg after the 

word ·'assistants,· the following: ·providing for 
rev~ew and approval by the board of medical examiners, 
revising provisions governing membership on the board 
of medical examiners,". 

8. By renumbering as necessary. 
By CO~~rTTEE ON STATE GOVERNMSNT 

BLANSHAN of Greene, Chairperson 
H-5940 FILED MARCH 28, 1988 

~ w/d /';/1,;;' (-;, /7~_:;) , 

SENATE FILE 2169 
H-6025 

1 Amend the Committee amendment, H-5940, to Senate 
2 File 2169, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the 
3 Senate, as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 38 the fol-
Slowing: 
6 "The board of medical examiners may adopt rules 
7 pursuant to chapter 17A setting forth guidelines and 
8 procedures for the implementation of this section. 
9 The rules may provide that some types of actions by 

10 the board of physician assistant examiners are deemed 
11 approved without necessity for formal review and 
12 approval." 

R-6025FIL~D ~'RCH 29, 
(f2~ elt" Lj//;! (1 /1c..i) 

By BEATTY of Warren 
1988 
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SENATE FILE 2169 
H-6376 

~ 21 Amend Senate File 2169 as amended, passed, and 
,.., reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 

] 1. Page 3, lines 27 and 28, by striking the words 
4 
S 
6 
7 
8 
') 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
, r 
LO 

17 
l8 
19 
20 
2l 
22 
23 
24 
25 

e 26 
, 27 

28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
3] 
34 
35 
36 
37 
]8 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

'e 

I', and one nonvotina member who is licensed as a 
physici~n assistant':. 

2. Page 3, line 33, by striking the words '"the 
voting" . 

3. By striking page 5, line 26 throt.:gh page 5, 
line 13. 

4. By striking page 6, line 29 ~hrough page 7, 
line 2 and inserting the following: 

"Sec. NEW SECTION. 148.13 AUTHORITY OF 
BOARD AS TO SUPERVIS:NG PHYSICIANS AND REVIEW OF 
CONTESTED CASES UNDER CHAPTER 148C. 

~. The board of ~edical examiners shall adopt 
rules setting forth in detail its criteria and 
procedures for determining the ineligibility of a 
physician to serve as a supervising physician under 
chapter 148C. The rules shall be adopted as soon as 
possible aEter the effective date of this Act and in 
no event later than December 31, 1988. 

2. The board of medical examiners shall establish 
by ru"e specific procedures for consulting with and 
considering the advice of the board of physician 
assistar.t examiners in determining whether to initiate 
a disciplinary proceeding under chapter 17A against a 
licensed physician in a matter involving the 
supervision of a physician assistant. 

3. Ir. exerCising thelr respective authorities, the 
board of medical examiners and the board of physician 
assistant examiners shall coopera:e with the goal of 
encouraging the utilization of physician assistants 1n 
a manner that is consistent with the provision of 
quality health care and medical services for the 
citizens of Iowa. 

4. A decision of the board of physician assistant 
examiners in a contested case involving discipli~e of 
a person licensed as a physician assistant under 
chapter 148C may be appealed to the board of medical 
examiners as provided in section 148C.6A." 

5. Page 7, line 8, by inserting after the word 
"board" the following: "in accordance with rules 
adopted pU.rsuant to this chapter". 

6. Page 7, by inserting after line 28 the 
following: 

"7. "Review group" means the physician assistant 
rules review group escablished in section 148C.7." 

7. Page 7, line 29, by striking the figure "7" 
and inserting the following: "8". 

8. Page 8, by striking line 6 and inserting the 
-1-
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9-6376 
Pdge 2 

APRIL 12, 1988 

1 tnllowing: "in health flelds, ~he-betlrd-~h8il-adept 

2 ""ei-£'lt1bH~h ~I!.~es shall be adopte_<l.E."'E?_u.ant tu this 
3 chaPter settinq :orth standards". 
4 .. 9. Page 8, by st-r'iking line 20 and insecting the 
5 following: 
6 "Rules shall be. adopted purs;.:anc. to th:'s cha..Pl.er 
7 ;;etting forth the _Le.es to be charged in". 
8 10. Page 8, l~ne 26, by inserting after the word 
9 "rules" the following: ", pursuant to section 

10 148C.7,". 
11 11. Page 9, li:le 15, by inserting af~er ~he word 
12 I'rules" the following: I', pursuant to section 
13 148C.7,". 
14 12. Page 9, line 22, by inserting after the word 

Page 42 

15 "submit" the following: "evidence of eligibility, as 
16 determined by the board of medical examiners, to serve 
17 as a supervising physician,". 
18 13. Page 9, line 24, by inserting after the word 
19 "specialty," the following: "scope of practice,". 
20 14. Page 9, line 28, by inserting after the word 
21 "function" the following: "within the scope of 
22 practice". 
23 15. Page 10, by inserting after line 7 the 
24 following: 
25 "9. Rules shall be adopted pursuant to this 
26 chapter which will enhance the utilization of 
27 registered physician assistants on a temporary basis 
28 at a free medica! clinic where no fees are assessed 
29 for their services." 
30 16. Page 10, by inserting after line :6 the fol-
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

lowing: 
"Sec. NEW SECTION. 

DISCIPLINARY ?ROCEEDINGS --
MEDICAL EXAMINERS. 

148C.5A INITIATING 
ADVICE FROM BOARD OF 

Rules shall be acopted pursuant to section 148C.7 
to establish specific procedures for conSlliting with 
and considering the advice of the board of medical 
examillers in determining whether to initiate a disci­
plinary proceeding under chapter 17A against a 
licensed physician assistant. 

Sec. NEW SECTION. 148C.6A APPEAL TO BOARD 
OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS IN CONTESTED CASES INVOLVING 
DISCIPLINE. 

Pursuant to section 17A.15, a decision of the board 
in a contested case involving discipline of a person 
lIcensed as a physician assistant may be appealed to 
t~e board of medical examiners." 

17. Page 10, line 19, by striking the word 
"RULES" and inserting the following: "RULES -- REVIEW 
GROUP". 

-2-



-
HOUSE CLIP SHEET APRIL 12, 1988 
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Page 3 

1 18. Page 10, by l~serting a:ter :i~e 19 the fol-a ~owlng: 
.. "l. ~~ysIC}:211 ass.:stant rules re'Jiew---.9..~oup_1S 

-1 es~abllshcd cons.:_~t).nq of. one physician assistant 
S rr.t:::nbe r, one supe.£~~_~ ~.I]9-" Et':{!?Lc)~~ memhe r, d!1Cr"o-ne 
6 publ.i.c r:l~~lbe:, frol~~_~~'.~ ~~~!':_q. ~)~ __ pby5ician u,SSiSi-.3nt 
7 ex~miners and twO members f:crn the board 0E medical 
8 _~_X.91~\~.~_~_~_~, who_a-re-'-;, i cer.se"c""-i,'o' "p"[ de t ice med i c ~!.le. _~n_S. 
9 -ur"e>-~' 0 .... "c'-':l~r'la""!-;c mea·l·ci,....·:'\ d~..J cl,yot=:ry "'''e ~ ~... • .... ~) .... c.:-...;t: ... ;'I~ • _.;\..:: __ "':":"'~~ •• :?.':'-=..,.;::;'_::-. ....l 

10 respective boa~ds silall se:ec~ their members :0 se~ve 

II on Lhe p~vsi.cia_~_~~~:_s~~_?~~~~'-r~:C.es revie'ti q:.-Ol.!p. Tr.e 
12 review 9r()u~,~~~~~,.~)~_~ ___ i_~_~_ .. O(lln chairoe:"son. 
13 frhe re-·/ iew q rO'llp ~h?_~_::' __ .;_~y_:~w and aporove or 

Page 43 

14 disapD~ove ru18s .~p~~ed_fo!, ... adootion by the hoard of 
15 physician assistd~~._~~in~[s~_ r~pproval shall be a 
l6 simple maj?rity 0f._,!-_t:~_ members cf the group. A r~l~ 
17 shale not become ef:ective ~lthout the approval of the 
18 review grOllp," 
19 l~. Page 10, line 20, by inserting before the 
20 word I'Re~~iat±ons" the following: '12.11 
21 20. Page 10, line 23, by inserting after the word 
22 IIchaoter:." the !:ol:'owing: "Pr_~osed .. _rules must be 
23 5ubmitted to the rG;>'",ie-w group :4~r._.2rior review and 
24 aDor:oval. 1f 

25 ~l. Page ll, by striking line 2 and inserting the 
26 following: "physician's supervision or direction, 

• 

including orthopedi.c physiciGn.~s assistant 
. technologist~. A~de9 such aides, assistants~ ~~ 

_ orthopedic physi.cian·s assistant technol~ists, ar:d". 
30 22. Page 12, by striking lines Hi thOrough 14 and 
31 inserting the following: 
32 "I. T'le term of the physician assistant currently 
33 serving as a meffioer oE the board of medical exa~iners 
34 expires on July 1, 1988." 
35 23. Page 12, by striking lines 18 and 19 a~d 
36 inserting the following: "physician assistant 
37 examiners until modified by rules of the board of 
38 physician assistant examiners adopted pursuant to 
39 section 148C.7, as amended by this Act." 
40 24. Page 12, by inserting after line 34 the 
41 following: 
42 "4. The board of medical examiners and the 
43 professional licensure division of the Iowa depart~ent 
44 of public health in conjunction with the board of 
45 physician assistant examiners shall enter into an 
46 agreement with respect to the distribution of funds on 
47 a proportionate basis and other financial arrangements 
48 to facilitate the transition under this Act." 
49 25. By striking page 12, line 35 through page 13, 
50 line 1 and inserting the following: 

-3-
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Page 
1 

4 
"Sec. EFFECTIVE DATE. 

2 1. This 'sectlon, bel"g deemed of immediate 
3 importance, takes effect upon enactment. 
4 2. The other provisions of thlS Act, being deemed 
5 of i~xediate importance, take eff.ect upon e~actment 
6 for transitiO;1 purposes, i~cluding the appointment of 
7 bOdrd members, preliminary work on the development of 
8 rules, and agreeme:1ts with respect to financial 
9 arra~gements, and on July 1., 1988, :or all ether 

10 pu!"poses." 
11 26. By ren~mbering as necessary. 

By 3E.;TTY 
H-6376 fIL£D A?RIL 11, 1988 
{i~C.? .ft., .~--<--..A . ....;~? (.3 F5 .".!t.:L (;f- /1<·' ) 

of War~e:1 

SENATE FILE 2169 
8-6031 

Amend Senate File 2169, as amended, passed, and re-
printed by the Senate, as follows: 

3 1. Page 11, line 2, by inserting after the word 
4 "assistants," the following: "orthopedic physician's 
5 assistants,". 

By BEATTY of Warren 

SENATE FILE 2169 
1f-6098 

1 Pmend the Co~~ittee amendment, H-5940, to Senate 
2 File 2169, as amended, passed, and reprinted by the 
3 Senate, as follows: 
4 1. Page 1, by striking lines 15 through 19 and 
5 inserting the following: "member but may vote only on 
6 matters relating to discipline of phy~ici~"~~ 
7 physician assistants, education of phy~ici~"~~ 
8 physician assistants, and rules or policies directly 
9 affecting phy~ici~"~~ physician assistants. A 

10 majority of members of the board constitutes a 
11 quorum. II" 

H-6098 FILED MARCH ]0, 1988 
il..f,,,.--i • /. -! /1 ~ 0r- 17 >3 ) 

BY ElLANSIIAN of Greene 
CARPENTER of Polk 

• 



SENATE FILE 2169 

_
8-6385 

, 1 Amend the amendment, H-6376, to Senate File 2169, 
2 as amended, passed, and reprinted by the Senate, as 
3 follows: 
4 1. Page 2, by striking lines 25 through 29 and 
5 inserting the following: 
6 "9. Rules Shall be adopted pursuant to this 
7 chapter which will permit qualified practicing 
8 physicians to supervise licensed physician assistants 
9 at a free medical clinic on a temporary basis." 

8-6385 FILED APRIL 12, 1988 
ADOPTED (t IH 7 ) 

By DODERER of Johnson 
BEATTY of lianen 
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SENATE :-'ILE 2169 
A!1ENDMENT H-5940 

FISCAL NOTE 
~~ESTED BY RBP~ESENTATIVE BEATTY 

Page 18 

In compliance with a written request received March 3D, 1988, a fiscal note 
for AMENDMENT H-S940 to SENATE FILE 2169 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint 
Rule 17. Data used tn developing this fiscal note are available from the 
Legisiative Fiscal 8urenu to members of the Leeislature upon request. 

J-------------------------i 

I . 

Senate File 2169 es:ablishes the ne~ Board of Physician Assistant Examiners. 
Under current law the education, tr3inlng, and practice of phy~ician 
assistants are monitored by the Board of Medical Examiners. Senate File 2169 
makes necessary Code of Iowa changes to reflect this new board and allows the 
board to establish by rule fees to be charged tn connection with the 
certification of Physician Assistants. 

ASSUMPTIONS: Under Amendment H-S94Q 
assumptions would be established. 

to Senate File 2169 the following 

l. The proposed legislation provides for a dependent licer.~ing board, 
the~e£ore, the estimates are based upon adding this examining board to 

I 

the P~ofession~t Licensu~e Division of the Department of Publt~ Heal~h , 
(DPH). ! 
A .5 FTE pos i t ieln "ould be necessary for sup?ort of the board. ! 2. 

J. 
4. 

The sever. member board would require four meetings per year. ~ 
A fee wouLd be charged to those ~eeking : ieensure. This money would ba i 
deposited in the Ceneral ~und ~nd expenditures ~ouid by appropriate~ i 
through the DPH. The Department estimates that chere are 156 physician ~ 
assistants who would:,e licensed every other year. The t\olO year fee is ' 
$75. The goal oi e3c~ board ;n DPH is to be self-supportine. 

Frscx~ EFF~CT 

REVt:NUE 
Gener<.11 Fund 

EXPENDITURES 
S2.l.aries 
(fTE's) 
Support 
Central Services 

Total 

!lET EFFECT 

FY 1989 ---
$ 5,850 

$ 9,204 
(0.5) 

1,381 
148 

$10,733 

$(4,883) 

FY 1990 ---
$ 5,850 

$ 9,204 
(0.5) 
1,381 

148 
$iO,733 

$(4,883) 

Source: De?artment of Public Health 

FIL2:J APRIL 4, 1988 BY DE~~:.JIS ?RC~;:'Y, ?ISCA:' ~TRSC'TCR 



SENATE 5 
APRIL 15, 1988 

5 

HOUSE AMENDME~T TO 
SENATE FILE 2169 

1 Amend Senate File 2169 as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows: 
3 1. Page 3, lines 27 and 28, by striking the words 
4 ", and one nonvoting member who is licensed as a 
5 physician assistant". 
6 2. Page 3, line 33, by striking the words "the 
7 voting". 
8 3. By striking page 5, line 26 through page 6, 
9 line 13. 

10 4. By striking page 6, line 29 through page 7, 
11 line 2 and inserting the following: 
12 "Sec. NSW SECTION. 148.13 AUTHORIT~ OF 
13 BOARD AS TO SUPERVISING PHYSICIANS AND REVIEW Of 
14 CONTESTED CASES UNDER CHAPTER 148C. 
15 1. The board of medical examiners shall adopt 
16 rules setting ~orth in detail its criteria and 
17 procedures for determini~g the ineligibility of a 
18 physician to serve as a supervising physician unde: 
19 chapter 148C. The r~ies shall be adoptee as soon a~ 
20 possible after the effective data of this Act and in 
21 no e~ent iate~ than December 31. 1988. 
22 2. Th~ board of medical examiners shall establish 

3 by rule specific ~rocedures for ~onsulting with and 
4 cons ioer i r.g the ",dv ice ot to", board of physic ian 

assistant' examinc:S in deterfi:ini;'g whetne;: to ir.rtiG.t~ 
Lo a disciplinary proceeding ~!'.der chapter 17A ag~i"s;: a 
27 licens~ci phys i'.: i.;::,\,; in a matter: i~"'()lving the 
28 supervision of a pt:ysician a£sist~nt. 
29 3~ In exc~cising their respective at:th()riti~s, the 
30 boar-d ·)f medical exa:ni!":ers and t.he board of p{:~'~iciiiZ1 
31 assistant examiners shall ~ooperate w~t~ the goal of 
32 encoure9i~9 the ctilization of physician ~ssista~~s in 
33 a ma~ner tt\at is consistent with the ?~cvision of 
34 quality health care and medical services for the 
3S citilens of Iowa. 
36 ~. A deCision of the board of physician ass;s,ant 
37 examine~s in a CCIltested caSe i~volvin9 discipline of 
38 a perso~ ).icensed as a physician assistant unde~ 
39 cha?ter leBe may be appealed to tIle board of medical 
40 examiners as provided in section 14BC.6A." 
41 5. Page 7, line a, by inserting aft'?r the y/ord 
42 ·boa~d· the following: "in accordance wi~h rules 
43 adopted p~rsuant to this chapter". 
44 6. Page 7, by inserting after line 28 the 
45 followin<): 
46 "7. "Review g:oup" means the physician assistant 
47 rules review group established in section 148C.7." 

8 7. Pase 7, line 29, by striking the figure "7" 
9 and inserting the following' "8". 

50 8. Page 8, by striking line 6 and inserting the 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
2) 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
<0 
41 
42 
~13 

4,. 
-15 
46 
47 

Page 2 

following: "in health fields. ~he-board-shaii-a~opt 
a"~-p~bi~~h Rules shall be adopted pursuant to this 
chapter setting forth standards". 

9. Page 8, by striking line 20 and inserting the 
following: 

"Rules shall be adopted pursuant to this chapter 
setting forth the fees to be charged in". 

10. Page 8, line 26, by inserting after the word 
"rules" the following: "r pursuant to section 
148C.7,". 

11. Page 9, line 15, by inserting after the word 
"rules" the following: ", pursuant to section 
148(;:.7,". 

12. Page 9, line 22, by inserting a:ter the word 
"submit 1

' the following: "evidence of eligibility, as 
determined by the board of medical examiners, to serve 
as a supervising physician,". 

13. Page 9, line 24, by inserting after the word 
"specialty," the fOllowing: "scope of practice,", 

14. Page 9, line 28, by inserting after the word 
"function" the following: "within the scope of 
practice" .. 

15. Paqe 10, by inse;cing after line 7 the 
followingt' 

9. Rules shall be adopted pursuant to this chapter 
which will permit qualified practic!.ng physicians to 
supervise lice~sed physician assistants at a rrte 
medical clinic on a temporary basis. 

16. Page 10, by insertin~ afte, line 16 the fo~­
lowing: 

"Sec. 
DISCI?LINT~y PrtOCEEDl~GS -­
MEDICAL EXMJ. INERS. 

l48C.5A I~ITIATING 
lOV .. CiO FROM BOARD OF 

Rules Shall be 3doD~ed ~ursuant to section ~48Cc7 
to est~blish sDecific-Droc~dures for consultinc with 
and considerin; the ad~ice of the board of medIcal 
examiners in d~termining whe~her to initiate a disci­
plinary proceeaing under chapter 17A against a 
licensed physician assiscant. 

Sec. NEi'/ SECT~ON. 148C.6A APPEAL TO SOP.RD 
Of' ME~rCALEXp_'iIN~RS :::N CO:-':l'ES'i'r~D ChSES IN"vOLVl:·lG 
DISCIPLINE. 

Pursuant to se~tion 17A.lS, a decision of the board 
in a contested case involving discipline of a person 
licensed as a physician assistant may be appealed to 
the board of medical examiners." 

17. Page 10, line 19, by striking the word 
48 
49 

"RULES" and inserting the following: "RULES -- R.t:Vn:W 
GROUP" • 

50 18. Page 10, by inserting after line 19 the fol-
, 

• 
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~- 1 lowing: 
2 "1. A physician assistant rules review group is 
3 established consisting of one physician assistant 
4 member, one supervising physician membe~, and one 
5 public member from the board of physician assi~t~nt 
5 exa~iners and two members from the boa~d cf medical 
7 exa~in~rs who are licensed-"to practice medicine an~ 
S surgery or osteopathic medi~ine and surgery_ ~he 
5 r2spectiv2 boards shall select their me~bers to serve 

10 on the physician assistant rules review GraUQ. The 
II review group shall select i'ts own ch&.ir~oe:-son~ 
12 'fh2 revi?~~ qroup. sh~_ll t:.j:.vie..,.· ana approv~ or 
.1..)- disaE£~ove ::-ules proposed for adoption by 'tf1e board of 
14 physicia~ assistant examiners. Approval shall be a 
,. s~~o'e ma·o~~ty o~ ~hn mem·o· p~c OF t~e n~nl·~ ~ ~!Ilp ~.,.J _ "b..L. ., ; , . .!. J.. '.. •• ,,;,,;. ,.1 ,,~ •• ~ ... ~! 'j ...... uv. M~ ... _ 

16 s:1all r;ot b-?COfilc .. er:fective ''Witteu l: the app!c~G:], of the 
17 revTeW-group".'· 
18 ~~4 Page lC~ line 20~ cy inserting before the 
19 word '~RecdlBtioNs" the followinq: 1'2,,'1 
20 20. Page 10,. line 23 ~ b·Y i!1serti~g efter 'c.he ~'lord 
21 l;chaQter3~ the following: ·:Prcoossrl rules must be 
22 s;-bmiEt;d to t:ic review gro~p for pr5.cr review arl~ 
?? "'7""'\p~OV""l .1· h..J Q;....- .. ~ 0._. 
24 21. Pdge 11, by strikin~ li~2 2 and insertj.ng the .• '. 

'., 
25 following: !:physician's supervision or directionL 
26 .includii1S orthGped..i~physiciants assist~r.t. 
27 technoloqists. A~des Such aides! assiscants, O~ 
28 orth~2dic pJ!ysic.i.anfs, assiscant ;:echnologists; and ll

(> 

29 22. Page 12, by stri~ing lines 10 through 14 ~nd 
30 inse:ting t~e following: 
31 :'1, The te:m of the phys~c~an assistant currently 
32 servin~ 25 a member of the board of medical examine~s 
33 expires on J'lly 1, 19383 1

• 

34 23~ Page 12, by st~iking l:nes 13 a~d 19 alld 
35 inserting the fcllc~ing: :'physician assistant 
36 examiners until mc~ified by rules of the board of 
37 physician assistant examIners adopted p~rsua~t to 
32 section 148C.7: ~s amended by this .. ~ct,.;: 
39 24. Page 12: by inserting afte: line 34 the 
40 following: 
41 :'4. The bo ... 3;rd of m~dica.:. exar.\~ners clnd the 
42 prcfessional licensure division of the Iowa department 
43 of public health i~ conjunctio~ with the board of 
44 physician assistant examiners shall enter into an 
45 agreemeilt wi~h respect to the distribut5.on of funds on 
46 a propv;.:tion.:<)~e basis and othec financial arra:~geme-nts 
47 to facilitate the transition under this Act.'1 
48 25. By sc:-.i.king page 12, line 35 through pag~ 13, 
49 line 1 and inserting the following: 
50 "Sec. EFFECTIVE DATE. 



SENATE 8 
APRIL 15,1988 

5-5995 Page 4 

1 1. This section, being deemed of immediate 
2 importance, takes effect upon enactment. 
3 2. The other provisions of this Act, being deemed 
4 of immediate importance, take effect upon enactment 
5 for transition purposes, including the appointment of 
6 board members, preliminary work on the development of 
7 rules, and agreements with respect to financial 
8 arrangements, and on July 1, 1988, for all other 
9 purposes." 

10 26. By renumbering as necessary .• 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to physician assistants, establishing a joint 
2 board of physician assistant examiners, providing for the 
3 registration and licensure of physician assistants, making 

4 penalties applicable, providing properly related matters, and 
5 providing an effective date. 

6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 
15 

16 
17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

• 22 
23 

24 
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1 Section 1. Section 136C.3, subsection 2, unnumbered 
2 paragraph 1, Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
3 Establish minimum training standards including continuing 
4 education requirements, and administer examinations and 
S disciplinary procedures for operators of radiation machines 
6 and users of radioactive materials. A state of Iowa license 

7 to practice medicine, osteopathy, chiropractic, podiatry, 
8 dentistry, dental hygiene, or veterinary medicine, or 

9 eer~i£iea~io"-as-a-~hysieian~s-as~±s~a"~-as-def±ned-±n-seeeion 
10 %46e.t7-s~bsee~±o"-6 licensure as a physician assistant 

11 pursuant to chapter 148C, or certification by the board of 
12 dental examiners in dental radiography, or enrollment in a 
13 program or course of study approved by the Iowa department of 
14 public health which includes the application of radiation to 

15 humans satisfies the minimum training standards for operation 
16 of radiation machines only. 

17 Sec. 2. Section 147.1, subsections 2 and 3, Code 
18 Supplement 1987, are amended to read as follows: 

19 2. "Licensed" or "certified" when applied to a physician 
20 and surgeon, podiatrist, osteopath, osteopathic physician and 
21 surgeon, physician assistant, psychologist or associate 
22 psychologist, chiropractor, nurse, dentist, dental hygienist, 
23 optometrist, speech pathologist, audiologist, pharmacist, 
24 physical therapist, occupational therapist, practitioner of 
2S cosmetology, practitioner of barbering, funeral director, 

26 dietitian, or social worker means a person licensed under this 
27 title. 

28 3. "Profession" means medicine and surgery, podiatry, 
29 osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and surgery, practice as a 
30 physician assistant, psychology, chiropractic, nursing, 
31 dentistry, dental hygiene, optometry, speech pathology, 
32 audiology, pharmacy, physical therapy, occupational therapy, 

33 cosmetology, barbering, mortuary science, social work or 
34 dietetics. 

35 Sec. 3. Section 147.2, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
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7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

S.F . ________ H.F. 

follows: 
147.2 LICENSE REQUIRED. 

No ~ person shall not engage in the practice of medicine 
and surgery, podiatry, osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and 

surgery, psychology, chiropractic, physical therapy, nursing, 
dentistry, dental hygiene, optometry, speech pathology, 
audiology, occupational therapy, pharmacy, cosmetology, 
barbering, dietetics, or mortuary science or shall not 

practice as a physician assistant as defined in the following 
chapters of this title, unless the person has obtained from 

the department a license for that purpose. 
12 Sec. 4. Section 147.3, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
13 follows: 
14 147.3 QUALIFICATIONS. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

An applicant for a license to practice a profession under 
this title is not ineligible because of age, citizenship, sex, 

race, religion, marital status or national origin, although 
the application form may require citizenship information. A 

board may consider the past felony record of an applicant only 
if the felony conviction relates directly to the practice of 

medie±"e7-~d~at~Y7-o~teo~athY7-o~teopaeh~e-med~e~"e-a"d 

s~r~erY7-ehi~opraee~e7-"~rS~"~7-p~yehoiogY7-o~eomeerY7-s~eeeh 

pathoio~Y7-a~d~oio~Y7-pharmaeY7-phy~±eai-eherapY7-oee~paeionai 

the~apY7-eoSmeeO%O~Y7-~ar~er±"g7-more~ary-se±enee7-soe±ai-wor~ 

o~-dieeee±es the profession for which the applicant requests 
to be licensed. Character references may be required, but 

shall not be obtained from licensed members of the profession. 
Sec. 5. Section 147.13, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

follows: 
147.13 DESIGNATION OF BOARDS. 

31 The examining boards provided in section 147.12 shall be 
32 designated as follows: 

33 1 • For medicine and surgery, and osteopathy, and 
34 osteopathic medicine and surgery, medical examiners7-for. 
35 2. For physician assistants, joint board of physicia~ 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 assistant examiners. 

2 3. For psychology, psychology examiners7-fo~. 

3 4. For podiatry, podiatry examiners7-for~ 

4 5. For chiropractic, chiropractic examiners7-for~ 

5 6. For physical therapists and occupational therapists, 

6 physical and occupational therapy examiners7-for. 

7 7. For nursing, board of nursing7-for~ 

8 8. For dentistry and dental hygiene, dental examiners7 

9 for. 

10 ~9~. __ ~F~o~r optometry, optometry examiners7-£or. 

11 ~l~O~. __ ~F~o~r speech pathology and audiology, speech pathology 

12 and audiology examiners7-fo~~ 

13 11. For cosmetology, cosmetology examiners7-for~ 

14 12. For barbering, barber examiners7-for. 

15 13. For pharmacy, pharmacy examiners7-for. 

16 14. For mortuary science, mortuary science examinerS7-for. 

17 15. For social workers, social work examiners7-fo~~ 

18 16. For dietetics, dietetic examiners. 

19 Sec. 6. Section 147.14, subsection 2, Code 1987, ~s 

20 amended to read as follows: 

21 2. For medical examiners, five members licensed to 

22 practice medicine and surgery, two members licensed to 

23 practice osteopathic medicine and surgery, o~e-member-a~~~o~ea 

24 as-a-phys~eia~~s-assisea~e7 and two members not licensed to 

25 practice either medicine and surgery or osteopathic medicine 

26 and surgery, or-appro~ed-as-e-physieia~~s-assisea~e7 and who 

27 shall represent the general public, and one nonvoting member 

28 who is licensed as a physician assistant. ~he-physieia~~s 

29 ess~see~e-she%%-he~e-ei%-ehe-ri~hes-a"d-pr~v~%eges-of-a-board 

30 member-b~e-mey-~oee-o~%y-o~-maeeers-re%ae±~~-eo-diseip%~"e-of 

31 phys±eie~s~-ess±see~es7-ed~eae±o~-of-~hys±eia~s~-assisea"es 

32 a~d-r~%es-or-po%ieies-d±reee%y-affeee±~g-~hysieia~s~ 

33 assisea"es. A majority of the voting members of the board 

34 constitutes a quorum. 

35 Sec. 7. Section 147.14, Code 1987, is amended by adding 
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1 the following new subsection: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 12. For the joint board of physician 
3 assistant examiners, three members licensed to practice as 
4 physician assistants, one member licensed to practice medicine 

5 and surgery who supervises a physician assistant, one member 
6 licensed to practice osteopathic medicine and surgery who 

7 supervises a physician assistant, and two members who are not 
8 licensed to practice either medicine and surgery or 

9 osteopathic medicine and surgery or licensed as a physician 
10 assistant and who shall represent the general public. A 

11 majority of members of the board constitutes a quorum. 
12 Sec. 8. Section 147.16, Code 1987, is amended by adding 
13 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

14 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. However, each licensed physician 

15 assistant member of the joint board of physician assistant 
16 examiners shall be actively engaged in practice as a physician 

~ ~: ;::~:t;::ta:~e:::~~gh:~: ::::e:~se::~::t~:~t: :~:i~:s~fy:::ee 
19 of which shall be in this state. 
20 Sec. 9. Section 147.25, unnumbered paragraph 4, Code 1987, 
21 is amended to read as follows: 

22 In addition to any other fee provided by law, a fee may be 

23 set by the respective examining boards for each license and 

24 renewal of a license to practice mee~e~~e7-~~rgerY7-~oe~a~tY7 

25 oseeo~aehy,-os~eo~a~h~e-mee~e~~e-aae-s~~ge~Y7-eh±~o~~aee~e, 
26 "~rs%"g7-de"e~s~rY7-denea~-hY9%ene7-0~~omeerY7-~ha~mae1, 
27 ~hys%eai-ehera~y,-oee~~ae±o"a~-ehetapY7-soe±a~-wo~k7 
28 yeeer±"a~1-med±e%ne7-0r-d%e~ee%es a profession, which fee 

29 shall be based on the annual cost of collecting information 
30 for use by the department in the administration of the system 

31 of health personnel statistics established by this section. 
32 The fee shall be collected, transmitted to the treasurer of 

.33 state and deposited in the general fund of the state in the 
(. 34 manner in which license and renewal fees of the respective 

35 professions are collected, transmitted, and deposited in the 
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1 general fund. 
2 Sec. 10. Section 147.74, Code Supplement 1987, is amended 

3 by adding the following new unnumbered paragraph after 
4 unnumbered paragraph 11: 

5 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. A physician assistant registered 
6 or licensed under chapter 148C may use the words "physician 

7 assistant" after the person's name or to signify the same by 
8 the use of the letters "P.A." after the person's name. 
9 Sec. 11. Section 147.80, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

10 the following new subsubsection after section 4 and 

11 renumbering the subsequent SUbsections: 
12 NEW SUBSECTION. 5. Application for a license to practice 

13 as a physician assistant, issuance of a license to practice as 

14 a physician assistant issued upon the basis of an examination 

15 given or approved by the joint board of physician assistant 
16 examiners, issuance of a license to practice as a physician 
17 assistant issued under a reciprocal agreement, renewal of a 
18 license to practice as a physician assistant, temporary 

19 license to practice as a physician assistant, registration of 
20 a physician assistant, temporary registration of a physician 

21 assistant, renewal of a registration of a physician assistant. 
22 Sec. 12. Section 147.102, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
23 follows: 
24 147.102 PHYSICIANS AND SORGEONS, PSYCHOLOGISTS, 

25 CHIROPRACTORS, DENTISTS, ANB OSTEOPATHS, AND PHYSICIAN 
26 ASSISTANTS. 

27 Notwithstanding the provisions of this title, every 
28 application for a license to practice medicine and surgery, 

29 psychology, chiropractic, dentistry, osteopathy, or 
30 osteopathic medicine and surgery, or to practice as a 

31 physician assistant, shall be made directly to the secretary 
32 of the examining board of such profession, and every 

33 reciprocal agreement for the recognition of any such license 
34 issued in another state shall be negotiated by the examining 
35 board for such profession, and all examination, license, and 
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1 renewal fees received from such persons licensed to practice 
2 any of such professions shall be paid to and collected by the 

J secretary of the examining board of such profession, who shall 
4 transmit the fees to the treasurer of state who shall deposit 

S the fees in the general fund of the state. The salary of the 
6 secretary shall be established by the governor with the 

7 approval of the executive council pursuant to section 19A.9, 

8 subsection 2, under the pay plan for exempt poSitions in the 

9 executive branch of government. 
10 Sec. 13. Section 147.103, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

11 the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumbered 
12 paragraph 1: 

13 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. The joint board of physician 

14 assistant examiners may appoint investigators, who shall not 

15 be members of the examining board, to administer and aid in 

16 the enforcement of the provisions of law relating to physician 

~ 17 assistants. The amount of compensation for the investigators 
IS shall be determined pursuant to chapter 19A. 

19 Sec. 14. Section 147.103, unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 
20 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

21 Investigators authorized by the board of medical examiners 
22 and the jOint board of physician assistant examiners have the 

23 powers and status of peace officers when enforcing this 

24 chapter and chapters 147A, 148, 14SC, 150, l50A, and 258A. 

25 Sec. 15. Section 148C.l, Code 1987, is amended by striking 
26 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

27 14SC.l DEFINITIONS. 
28 1. "Approved program" means a program for the education of 

29 physician assistants which has been formally approved by the 

30 board. 

31 2. "Board" means the joint board of phYSician assistant 

32 examiners. 

33 3. "Department" 

34 health. 

means the Iowa department of public 

3S 4. "Licensed phySician assistant" means a person who is 
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1 licensed by the board to practice as a physician assistant 
2 under the supervision of one or more physicians specified in 

3 the license. "Supervision" does not require the personal 
4 presence of the supervising physician at the place where 

5 medical services are rendered except insofar as the personal 
6 presence is expressly required by this chapter or required by 

7 rules of the board adopted pursuant to this chapter. 
8 5. "Physician" means a person who is currently licensed in 

9 Iowa to practice medicine and surgery, osteopathic medicine 
10 and surgery, or osteopathy. 
11 6. "Physician assistant" means a person who has 
12 successfully completed an approved program and passed an 

13 examination approved by the board or is otherwise found by the 
14 board to be qualified to perform medical services under the 

15 supervision of a physician. 
16 7. "Trainee" means a person who is currently enrolled in 

17 an approved program. 
18 Sec. 16. Section 148C.2, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
19 follows: 
20 l48C.2 APPROVED PROG~~S. 
21 The department shall issue certificates of approval for 

22 programs for the education and training of p"ys±e±an4 s 
23 physician assistants which meet board standards. In 
24 developing criteria for program approval, the board shall g~ve 

25 consideration to and encourage the utilization of equivalency 
26 and proficiency testing and other mechanisms whereby full 
27 credit is given to trainees for past education and experience 
28 in health fields. The board shall adopt and publish standards 
29 to insure that such programs operate in a manner which does 
30 not endanger the health and welfare of patients who receive 

31 services within the scope of the program. The board shall 
32 review the quality of curriculum, faculty, and the facilities 

33 of such programs and shall ±sstte approve the issuance of 
34 certificates of approval. ~he-bea~d-may-adepe-stteh 

3S ~e9tt%aeiens-as-a~e-reasenab%y-neeessary-ee-ea~ry-otte-e"e 
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p~rpe~e~-ef-~hi~-ehap~er7 

ff-~he-bearrl-rle~ermi~e~-~ha~-a-per~e~-ha~-~~fftete~~ 

~~eW%erlge-anrl-exper±enee-~e-q~at±fy-a~-a-phy~±e±an~~ 

a~~±~~an~7-~he-bearrl-may-appre¥e-a~-appiiea~±e~-~e-s~per¥±~e 

s~eh-per~e~-as-a-phys±e±a~~~-a~~is~a~~-w±~he~~-req~±r±~9-~he 

eemp%et±e~-ef-an-appre¥erl-pre9ram7 

The board shall establish by rule fees to be charged in 
connection with the application for and issuance of 

certificates of approval under this section. 
10 

12 

Sec. 17. Section 148C.3, Code 1987, is amended by striking 

11 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
148C.3 REGISTRATION -- LICENSURE. 

13 
14 
15 
16 

17 

18 

19 
20 
21 
22 

1. The board shall formulate guidelines and adopt rules to 
govern the registration of persons who qualify as physician 

assistants. An applicant for registration shall submit the 
fee prescribed by the board and shall meet the requirements 

established by the board with respect to all of the following: 

a. Academic qualifications, including evidence of 

graduation 
determines 

experience 
approve an 

from an approved program. However, if the board 
that a person has sufficient knowledge and 

to qualify as a physician assistant, the board may 
application for registration without requiring the 

23 completion of an approved program. 
24 b. Examination grades and evidence of passing the national 

25 commission on certification of physician assistants 
26 examination or an equivalent examination 

27 examination which the board approves. 

or an equivalent 

28 c. 

29 remain 
30 2. 

Hours of continuing medical education 

licensed or eligible for licensure. 

necessary to 

The board may issue a temporary registration under 

31 special circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the 
32 board. A temporary registration shall not exceed one year in 

33 duration and shall not be renewed more than once • 
34 3. A person who is registered as a physician assistant is 
35 not authorized to practice as a physician assistant unless the 
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1 person is also a licensed physician assistant. 
2 4. The board shall formulate guidelines and adopt rules 
3 for the consideration of applications from persons seeking to 
4 become licensed physician assistants. An applicant for a 

5 license to practice as a physician assistant shall submit the 
6 fee prescribed by the board, evidence of the applicant's 

7 current registration with the board as a physician assistant, 
8 information wi th respect to the applicant's rela'ted work 

9 experience and other qualifications, information with respect 
10 to the professional background and specialty of the physician 
11 or physicians who will provide supervision, as specified in 
12 the license, and a description of how the physician assistant 
13 is to function. 
14 5. The board may issue a temporary license under special 

15 circumstances and upon conditions prescribed by the board. 
16 The temporary license shall require the licensee to function 

17 in the same facility as the supervising physician. A 

18 temporary license shall not exceed one year in duration and 

19 shall not be renewed more than once. 
20 6. The board may modify the propcsed functioning of a 
21 physician assistant and then approve the application for 
22 licensure as modified. 

23 7. The board shall not approve an application for 
24 licensure which would result in a physician supervising more 

25 than two physician assistants at one time. 
26 8. A licensed physician assistant shall perform only those 

27 services for which the licensed physician assistant is 
28 qualified by training, and shall not perform a service that is 

29 not permitted by the board. 
30 Sec. 18. Section 148C.4, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
31 follows: 
32 l48C.4 SERVICES PERFORMED BY ASSISTANTS. 

33 A phy~ieia"~~ physician assistant may perform medical 
34 ~e~viee services when ~aeh the services are rendered under the 

35 supervision of a-~iee"~ed the physician or physicians 
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1 specified in the physician assistant license approved by the 
2 board. A trainee may perform medical services when ~tte~ the 

3 services are rendered within the scope of an approved program. 
4 Sec. 19. Section l48C.7, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
5 follows: 
6 148C.7 RE6abA~ieNS RULES. 
7 Regttia~ion~-edo~~ed-by-~~e-boa~d-~o-~MpieMen~-~~e 

8 proy±~±on~-oE-eh±~-ehe~eer The board may adoot rules 

9 reasonably necessary to carry out the purposes of this 
10 chapter. The rules shall be designed to encourage the 

11 utilization of p~y~±e±en~~ physician assistants in a manner 

12 that is consistent with the provision of quality health care 

13 and medical 
14 utilization 

services for the citizens of Iowa through better 
of available phYSicians and the development of 

15 sound programs for the education and training of skilled 
16 ~~y~±e±en~~ physician assistants well qualified to assist 

• 17 
18 

physicians in providing health care and medical services. 
Sec. 20. Section 148C.8, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 
20 148C.8 RIGHT TO DELEGATE. 

21 Nothing in this chapter ~~a±i-eE!eee-or-±±M±~ affects or 
22 limits a physician's existing right to delegate various 

23 medical tasks to aides, assistants or others acting under the 
24 phySician's supervision or direction. Aides, assistants~ or 
25 others who perform only those tasks which can be so delegated 
26 shall not be required to qualify as phys±e±en~~ physician 

27 assistants ~erettnder under this chaoter . . 
28 Sec. 21. Section 148C.9, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 
30 148C.9 EYE EXAMINATION RESTRICTED. 

31 Ne-phys±e±en·~ A physician assistant shall not be permitted 
32 to prescribe lenses, prisms, or contact lenses for the aid, 

33 reliefL or correction of human vision. No-phys±e±en~~ A 

34 physician assistant shall not be permitted to measure the 
35 v.isual power and visual effiCiency of the human eye, as 

-10-
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1 distinguished from routine visual screening, except in the 
2 personal presence of a supervising physician at the place 

3 where such services are rendered. 
4 Sec. 22. Section 148C.ll, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
5 follows: 
6 148C.l1 PROHIBITIONS. 
7 A person not eeretf±ed registered and licensed as required 
8 by this chapter who practices as a ~~ys±e±an~s physician 

9 assistant without having obtained the appropriate approval 
10 under this chapter, is guilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

11 Sec. 23. Section 258A.l, subsection 1, Code Supplement 
12 1987, is amended by adding the following new paragraph after 

13 paragraph 1 and renumbering the subsequent paragraphs: 
14 NEW PARAGRAPH. m. The joint board of physician assistant 

15 examiners. 
16 Sec. 24. Section 321J.ll, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

17 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
18 Only a licensed physician, ~~ys±e±anLs licensed physician 

19 assistant as defined in section 148C.l, s~bseee±on-67 medical 
20 technologist, or registered nurse, acting at the request of a 

21 peace officer, may withdraw a specimen of blood for the 
22 purpose of determining the alcohol concentration or the 
23 presence of drugs. However, any peace officer, using devices 
24 and methods approved by the commissioner of public safety, may 

25 take a specimen of a person's breath or urine for the purpose 
26 of determining the alcohol concentration or the presence of 

27 drugs. Only new equipment kept under strictly sanitary and 
28 sterile conditions shall be used for drawing blood. 
29 Sec. 25. REPEAL. Sections 148C.S and 148C.6, Code 1987, 
30 are repealed. 

31 Sec. 26. TRANSITION -- RULES -- NEW MEMBERS OF BOARD. 
32 1. The physician assistant serving as a member of the 
33 board of medical examiners on the effective date of this Act 
34 may continue to serve to the end of the term to which 
3S apPOinted but shall not be entitled to vote on any matter 
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1 before the board. 

2 2. The rules of the board of medical examiners existing on 

3 the effective date of this Act with respect to physician 
4 assistants shall continue in effect as rules of the joint 

5 board of physician assistant examiners until modified by the 
6 joint board of physician assistant examiners. 

7 3. Notwithstanding section 147.19, for the initial terms 
8 of the members of the joint board of physician assistant 
9 examiners, the governor shall appoint two members to serve 

10 terms of one year, two members to serve terms of two years, 
11 and three members to serve terms of three years. The initial 
12 appointees' successors shall be appointed for terms of three 

13 years each, except that a person chosen to fill a vacancy 
14 shall be appointed only for the unexpired term of the board 
15 member replaced. 

16 In making the initial appointments to represent physician 
17 assistants on the joint board of physician assistant 
18 examiners, the governor shall appoint persons who have been 

19 engaged in practice as physician assistants with the approval 
20 of the board of medical examiners for a period of three years 

21 just preceding the appointment. 
22 Sec. 27. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Act, being deemed of 

23 immediate importance, takes effect upon enactment. 
24 EXPLANATION 

25 This bill establishes a new joint board of physician 
26 assistant examiners which would be responsible for the 
27 registration and licensing of physician assistants and the 
28 approval of programs for the education and training of 

29 physician assistants. The new board would consist of three 
30 physician assistants, two physiCians, and two public members. 

31 A physician assistant meeting the education and examination 
32 requirements would register with the board and could then 

33 apply for a license to practice under the supervision of one 
~ 34 or more physicians as specified in the license. A physician 

35 assistant could not practice without a license. 

-12-
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1 Under current law the education. training. and practice of 
2 physician assistants are under the control of the board of 

3 medical examiners. That board includes one physician 

4 assistant and has an advisory committee on physician assistant 

5 programs. Approval to practice as a physician assistant may 

6 be obtained only through an application to the board submitted 

7 by the physician proposing to provide supervision. 
8 This bill retains the physician assistant member on the 
9 board of medical examiners but removes all voting rights of 

10 that member. The advisory committee is abolished. 

11 The bill takes effect upon enactment. 

12 COMPANION TO LSB 7736HC 
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SENATE FILE 2169 

AN ACr 

RELATIllG TO PH'lSICIAN ASSISTAmS. ESTABLISHING A BOARD or 
PHYSICIAN ASSIS~ANT EXAMINERS. PROVIDING FOR ~K& REGISTRA­

TION AND LICENSURE Of PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS. MAKING PENALT[ES 
APP~ICABLE, PROV[DING PROPERLY RELA~ED MA~ERS, ANO PROV[DING 

AN EFFECTIve DATE. 

BE IT ENACTEO BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 136C.3. subsection 2. unnu~bered 

paragraph 1. Code 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

Establish ~inimu~ traininq standards including continuinq 
education requirements, and administer examinations and 

disciplinary procedures for operators of radiation machines 
and users of radioactive ~aterials. A state of Iowa license 

to practice medicine, osteopathy. chiropractic. podiatry, 
dentistry. dental hygiene, or veterinary medicine, or 

eett~Eteatio"-a~-a-phY5ieia"~8-al!l~i'ta"t-al!l-deEined-i"-5eettOn 

t48e~lT-~~b8eetto"-6 licensure as a physician assistan~ 

pursuant to chapter U8C. or certification by the board of 
dental ~xaminer6 in dental radi09raphy, or enrollment in a 

progra~ or cour8e of study approved by the lowa department of 

public health which includes the application of radiation to 

humans 9at1sties the minimum trainin9 standards for operation 

ot radiation machines only. 

Sec. 2. Section 147.l. subsections 2 and ), Code 
Supplement 1981. are am~nded to read as follows! 

2. "Licensed" or "certified" .. ilen applied to a physician 

and aurgeon. pod1atrist. osteopath. osteopathic physician dnd 

surqeon. 2hysici8n .. ass~sJ..!M..!.. psycnologlst or associate 
psychologist. chiropractor. nurse. dentist. dental hyqlpnist. 

optometri~t, speech patnologist. a~dioloqist. pharmacist. 
pnysical therapist. occupational :~erapist. practitioner of 

cosmetology. practitioner ot barb~:inq. funeral director. 

• • 
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dintitian, O( social worker means a person licensed under this 

title. 

J. ·Profession" means medicine and surqery, podiatry. 

osteopathy, osteopat~ic medicine and surgery. 2!!~~~ 

en~~_as$istant, PSYCholo9Y. chiropractic, nucsin9, 
dentistry, dental hyqiene, optometry. speech patholoqy, 
audiology, pharmacy. physical t~erapy, occupational therapy, 

cosmetology, barberlnq, mortuary sci,ence, social work or 

dietetics. 
Sec. 3. Section 147.2, Code 1981. is amended to read as 

follows I 

147.2 LICENSE REQUIRED. 

No ~ person shall not engage 1n the practice of medicine 

and surgery, podiatry. osteopathy, osteopathic medicine and 
surgery, psychology, chiropractic, physical therapy, nursinq, 

dentistry. dental hyqiene, opto~etfY. speech patholoqy, 

audiology. occupational therapy. phar~acy. cosmetology. 

barberinq, dietetiCS, or mortuary science or shall not 
practice as a-Pnysician assistant as detined in the following 

chapters of thls title. unless the person has obtained from 

the depart~ent a license for that purpose. 

Sec. 4. Section 147.). Code 1987, is amended to read as 

fo11o ... a: 

147.3 OUALIFICATIONS. 
An applicant for a license to practice a profession under 

this title is not ineligible because of age. citizenship, sex. 
race, (eli9ion. marital status or national origin. although 

the application form may require citizenship information. A 
board ~ay constder the past felony record of an applicant only 

if the felony conviction relates directly to the practice of 

~~dtetner-podiatrYT-o~teopathY7-o5teopath*e-~edtetne-&nd 

~ttrgerYT-ehiropract*e7-"ttr5~"qT-P~yehoio9Y7-0?tometrYT-~peeeh 

pat~oi09Yr-addtoio9YT-phor~aeY7-phy~ieal-the!apY7-oeeapattonat 

~nera?Y7-eO~Metoio9YT-barberinq7-~ortttary-~e:~"eeT-50etal-work 

or-dietetiel!l the_.p_~2.!~.~s12-'} for which the applicant requests 

,~o Oe licensed. Character references may be :-equired. but 
shall not be obtained from licensed members 0: the profession. 

(f) 
." 
~ 
~ 

C1l 
CD 
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Sec. 5. Section 147.13. Code 1987. is amended to read as 

follows: 

147.13 OBSIGNATION OF BOARDS. 

The examining boards provided in sectIon 147.12 shall be 
designated as follows: 

~ For medicIne and surqery. and osteopathy, and 
osteopathic raedl'cine and surgery, medical examiners1'-fol'..:. 

2. For physician assIstants, board of phYsician assistant 
examiners. 

1..:._ Par psychology, PsyChology examinerS7-fol'..:. 
4. For podiatry, podiatry examiners;-f~l'~ 

5. For chi.ropractic. chiropractic examiners7-f~t'..:. 
6. For physical the~apists and occupational therapists, 

physical and occupational therapy examiners1'-fol'..:. 
7. for nursinq, board of nursinq:-!or..:. 

8. For dentistry and dental hygiene, dental exa~inersi 
!or.!. 

9. For optometry, optometry exa",iners1-for~ 

~~ for speech pathology and audiology. speech pathology 
and audioloqy examiners:-fol'~ 

11. ~! cosmetology. cosmetology examiners7-fol'.!. 

~ For harberinq, barber examiners;-fot'..:. 
13 .. For pharmacy. phar~acy examiners1'-for.!. 

14. Por ~ortuary science, mortuary science examinersT-tOI'.!. 

IS. For Bocial workers, social work examinerst-fol'..:. 
16. For dietetics, dietetic examiners. 

Sac. 6. Section 147.14, tub.ection 2. Code 1981, is 
&~.nded to rOAd 41 tolloWB: 

2. for ~edlcal .x.min~r •• tive me~ber. llcenaed to 

prtctlce medicine and .~rgerv, two memb~ra licensed to 

practice osteopathic M.dicine and s~rgery. one-~e~ber-appl'o.ed 

aS~A-phr~ieia~~3~aS3t3tant7 and two members not licensed to 

practice either mediclne and surgery or osteopathic medicine 

and surgery. or~ .. ppt'o'led~e:s-a:-physteior:"'~-a~U,tstAnt:. and who 

shall represent the general public. ?he-phrstetan"',-o~st'te:"~ 

s~ail-naye-e:il-~ne-rt9"t,-e~d-pl't.tieges~of-a-boal'd-~~mbet'-b~~ 
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~e:r- '10 t: e-on 1 y-on-lI'.a t t: el' s- t e h t: ttl~-to-d tact pH ne - ~ f -ph,. stet an,..t 

a$'tste:nts7-ed~eation-of-ph15ieta"s..t-o"tst:a~ta-e:nd-t'~les-or 

po!ie.es-dtreeti1-affeetin9-phrsi-eians~-assi-ata:ntsT A 

majority of members of the board constitutes a quorum. 

Sec. 7. Section 147.14. Code 1987, 1s amended by addlng 

the following new subsection: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 12. For the board of physician assi.stant 

examiners. three meMbers licensed to practice as physician 

assistants, at le~st two of ~hom practice in counties with a 

population of less than fifty thousand, one member licensed to 

practice medicine and surgery who supervi.ses a physician 

assistant, one member licensed to practice osteopathic 
medicine and surgery who supervises a physician assistant. and 

two me~ber8 who are not licensed to practice either medicine 
and 9urqery or osteopathic medicine and surgery or licensed as 
a physician assistant and who shall represent the general 

public. At least one of the physician members shall be in 

practice in a county with a population of less than fifty 
thousand. A majority of members of the board constitutes a 

quorum. 

Sec. 8. Section 147.16, Code 1987. is amended by adding 

the followin9 new unnumbered paraqraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. However, each licensed physician 

assistant member of the board of physician assistant examiners 

shall be actively engaged in practice as a phYSician assistant 

and shall have been so en9aged for a period of three years 
just preceding the member's appointment, the last year of 

which shall be in this state. 

Sec. 9. Section 147.25, unnumbered paragraph 4. Code 1987, 

is amended to read as follows: 

[n addition to any other fee provided by law, a fce ~ay be 

set by the respective examining boards for each license and 

renewal at a license to practice medte."e7-Sbl'~er17-podtfttl'''; 

~5teopathY7-o9teopa~hte-Medteine-ftnd-9btqery;-c"~~opteettcT 

~~r9tn9,-den~t9trY7-de"t~i-"yqtene7-optoMett1T-p~~I'~ae,.T 

?~ystea:-therap,..-oee~pa~~onar-therapy,-soeiftr-.~~k. 
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ve~ertnatr-~edtet~e7-0t-dietet*e~ a profession. which fee 

shall be bas~d on the annual cost of collecting in!or~ation 
for use by the department in the administration of the system 

of health personnel statistics established by this section. 

The fee shall be collected, transmitted to the treasurer of 

state and deposited in the general fund of the state in the 
manner in which license and renewal tees of the respective 

professions are collected, transmitted. and deposited in the 

general fund. 

Sec. 10. Section 147.74, Code Supplement 1981, is amended 

by adding the followin9 new unnumbered paraqraph after 

unnumbered paragraph 11: 
N~ UNNUHBERE~ PARAGRAPH. A physician assistant registered 

or licensed under chapter 148C l'I'\ay use the IoIords ·'physi.cian 
assistant" after the person's name or to 519nity the same by 

the use of the letters "P.A." after the person's name. 

Sec. 11. Section 147.80, Code 1987. is amended by adding 

the following new subsection after subsection. and 
renumbering the sUbsequent subsections: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 5. Application tor a license to practice 

as a physician assistant. issuance of a license to practice as 

a physician ass1stant issued upon the basis of an examination 
given or approved by the boaed of physician assistant 

examiners, issuance of a license to practice as a physician 

assistant i.ssued under a reciprocal agreement. renewal of a 

license to practice as a physician assistant, temporary 

license to practice as a physician assistant. registration of 

a physician assistant, temporary registration of a physician 
assistant, renewal of a registration of a physician assistant. 

Sec. 12. Section 147.10], Code 1987, is acnended by addinq 
the following new unnumbered paragraph after unnumber~d 

p.'Jragr.lph 1: 

~~L~~UHSERED ~~.RAPH. The board of physician ass.i stant 
examiner& nay appoint investiqators ..... ho stlall not bn membE.>r5 

ot t.he !?'x.;uninin'l board. to administer and aid in tne 

enforcnme~t of thE.> proviSLons of law r~lati~q to physician 

• • 
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assistants. The amount of compensation fOf the 1nvestigators 

Shall be determined pursuant to chapter 19A. 

Sec. 13. Section 147.103. unnumbered paragraph 2, Code 

1987, is amended to read as follows: 
Investiqators authori~ed by the board of medical examiners 

and the board ~ysician assis~~nt ex~miners have the powers 
and status of peace officers when enforcinq tnis Chapter and 

Chapters 147A. 148, 148C. 150, l50A, and 258A. 
Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 148.13 AUTHORI7Y or BOARD AS 70 

SUPERVISING PHVSICIANS AND REVIEW OF CONTESTED CASES UNDER 

CHAPTER 148C. 
I. The board of medical examiners shall adopt rules 

setting forth in detail its criteria and procedures for 

dotermining the ineliqibility of a physician to serve as a 
supervising physician under chapter l48C. The rules shall be 

adopted as soon as possible after the effective date of this 

Act and in no avent later than December 31, 1988. 

2. The board of medical e~aminers shall establiSh by rule 
specific procedures tor consultin9 with a~d considering the 

~dvlce of the board of physician assistant examiners in 

determining whether to initiate a disciplinary proceedin9 

under chapter 17A a9ainst a licensed physician in a ,",atter 

1nvolvin9 the supervision of a physician assi.stant. 

3. In exercising thei.r respective authorities. the board 

ot medical examiners and the board of physician assistant 

examiners shall cooperate with the goal of encouraging the 
utiliZAtion of physician assistants in a manner that is 

consistent with the provision of quality health care and 

medical services for the citizens of Iowa. 

4. A decision of the board of physician assistant 

examiners in a contested case involvinq discipline of a person 

licensed as a physicial\ assistant under chapter U8C raay be 

appealed to the bOard of medical examiners as provided in 

section 148C.6A. 

S~C. 15. Section 148C.l, C:;.de 1987, is amended by strikinq 

thn section and inserting 1n lieu th~reof the followiaq: 
148C.l DEfINITTONS. 

(f) 
." 
t-.) 
...A 
a> 

'" 
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1. "Approved program" means a pr09ram for the education of 

physici.an Assistants which has been (omally approved by the 

board in accordance ~ith rules adopted pursuant to this 
chapter. 

2. "8oard" means the board of physician assistant 

exanHners. 

3. "Oepartlf.ent" means the Iowa department of publi.c 

health. 

4. -Licensed physician assistant" lDeans a person t.lho is 

licensed by the board to practice as a physician assistant 

under the supervision of one or more physicians specified in 

the license. "Supervision" does not requlre the personal 
presence of the supervisin9 physic tan at the place where 

medical services are rendered except insofar as the personal 

presence is expressly required by this chapter or reqUired by 
rules of the board adopted pursuant to this chapter. 

5. ·Physician" means a person who is currently licensed in 

Iowa to practice medicine and surgery. 08teopathic medicine 
and surgery. or oateopathy. 

6. "Physician assistant" means a person who has 
successfully completed an approved program and passed an 

examination approved by the board or is otherwise found by the 

board to be qualified to perforlll medical services under the 
supervision of a physician. 

7. "Review group" luans the physician assistant rules 

review qroup established in section l48C.1. 

8. "Trainee" means a person who is currently enrolled in 
an approved program. 

Sec. 16. Section 148C.2, Code 1981, is amenced to read as 
tollows: 

l48C.2 APPROVEO PROGRAMS. 

The department shall issue certificates of approval tor 
proqrams tor the education and traininq of ph),!e~an~' 

:lhYSic.~!!! assistants whIch ttleet board standards. In 

ievelopinq criteria for program approval, the board sh~ll give 

;onsideration to and encou(aqe the utilization ~f equivalency 
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and profic:ency testing and other mechanisms ~hereby full 

credit is ~iven to trainees for past education and experience 

in health :ields. ~he-bo4rd-she%1-4dopt-mnd-pabi~~~ Rules 

shall be a~oPted pursuant to this chapter ~~ttin9 forth 
standards :0 insure that such programs operate In a manner 

~hich does not endanger the health and welfare ot patients who 
receive services within the scope of the proqram. The board 

shall revi~w the quality of curriculUM, faculty. and the 

facilities of such programs and shall isstle approve._'=-h.,! 

issuance of certlficates of approval. !he-boerd-Mey-edopt 

stlch-re9aistto"s-as-are-reeSO"4biy-~eeeS3arr-to-ear~r-otlt-the 

ptlrposes-e~-this-ehapter. 

If-the-board-deterMine~-that-a-person-has-suffieie"t 

k"o.iedge-s"d-e~perience-to-queiifr-as-a-physieian~s 

ass*stant;-the-hoard-May-approye-an-app%ieatio~-to-saper.ise 

sueh-per,~~-as-a-physieia"~s-assista"t-.ithoat-reqairing-the 

eompletion-of-an-approved-progra~. 

Rules shall be adopted pursuant to this chapter seH_~ 
forth the tees to_be char~d in connection with the 

application for and issuance ot certificates of !E?..2.!...0'y.al under 
this secti.on. 

Sec. 17. Section 1.48C.J, Code 1987, is amended by striking 

the sectIon and lnsertinq in lieu thereof the follo·."ing: 

148C.3 REGISTRATION -- LICENSURE. 

1. The board shall formulate quidelines and adopt rules. 

pursuant to sectIon 148C.7, to govern the registration of 

persons who qualify as physician assistants. An applicant for 

registration shall submit the fee presccibed by the board and 
shall meet the requirements establIshed by the board with 

respect to all of the following: 

a. Acacemic qualifications, includin9 evidence of 

graduation from an approved proqram. Howevec, it the board 

determines that a person has sufficient knowledqe and 

experience to qualify as a physician assistant, the board may 
approve a~ application for registration without requirinq the 

completio:: ~f an approved prc:qram. 
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b. ~x~mination grades and evidence of passing the national 

commisS;Jn on certification of physician assistants 
elCamina~~on or an equi\lalent examination which the board 

approoJ8! . 
c. E)urs of continuing ~edlcal education necessary to 

remain licensed or eligible for licensure. 
2. J~e board may issue a temporary registration under 

special circumstances and upon condltions prescribed by the 

board. '" temporary reqistration shall not exceed one year in 

duratior and shall not be renewed mora than once. 
3. ". person who is registered as a physician assistant is 

not autr.orized to practice as a physician assistant unless the 

person i3 also a licensed physician assistant. 
4. lhe board shall formulate gutdellnes and adopt rules, 

pursuant to section 148C.7, for the consideration of 
applications from persons seeking to become licensed physician 

assistaDts. An applicant for a license to practice as a 

pnysici&n assistant shall sub~lt the fee prescribed by the 
board ar.d evidence of the applicant's current registration 

with the board as a physician assistant. In conjunction with 

the physician assistant submission, the applicant's 

supervi!:ng physician or physicians shall 8ubmit evidence of 
eligibi!ity, as determined by the board of medical examiners, 

to serve as a supervising physician, information with respect 

to the s'Jpervising physician's professional background and 

specialt/' scope of practice, and a plan for supervision of 
the phys:cian assistant. In addition the physician assistant 

applicar.: and the supervising physician or physicians shall 

submit I. description of how the physician aosistant is to 

eunctior. vithin the scope of practice. 
5. :~e board may issue a temporary license under special 

circums~!nces and upon conditions prescribed by the board. A 

tct:lporcl:· ... 1 icense shall not exceed one year in duration and 

shall n~: be renewed ~ore than once. 
6. ~~.~ hoard rna,! modify the proposed functioning of a 

pnyslcl.~ a5sl~tanl and then approve the application for 

!lcenS\;7-'! .as reodified. 

• • 
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1. The board Sh311 not approve an application for 

licensure which would re~ult in a physician supervising ~ore 

than two physician assist~nts at one t1~e. 
8. A licensed physiCian assistant shall perform only those 

servlces for which the licensed physician assistant is 

qualified by training, and shall not perform a service that is 

not perQitted by the board. 
9. Rules shall be adopted pursuant to this chapter which 

will permit qualified practicin9 physicians to supervise 

licensed physician assistants at a free medical clinic on a 

te~porary basis. 
Sec. 18. Section 148C.4, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

follows: 
148C.4 SERVICES PERFORMED BY ASSISTANTS. 
A phr'tei4n~s ~~~~ assistant may perform medical 

5er.ice services ~hen saeh ~ services are rendered ~nder the 

supervision of a-licensed the physician or physicians 

~cifie~t:.~ysic.!~~.!ista~t license approved by Ute 
board. A trainee may perform ~edical services ~hen 5ach the 

services are rendered ~ithin the scope of an approved proqram. 

Sec. 19. !!.~w SECTIO.!!. 148C.SA INITIA'l'ING DISCIPLINARY 

PROCEEDINGS -- ADVICE: t·ROK BOARD OF MEDICAL EXAMINERS. 
Rules shall be adopted pursuant to section 148C.1 to 

establish specific procedures for consulting with and 
considering the advice of the board of medical examtners in 

determining whether to initiate a disciplinary proceeding 
under chapter 17A a9ainst a licensed physician assistant. 

Sec. 20. NEW S£C~rON. 148C.6A APPEAL'l'O BOARD OP MEDICAL 

EXAMINERS IN CONTESTED CASES INVOLVING DISCIPLINE. 

Pursuant to !ip-ction l7A.1S, a decision of the board 1n a 
contested case invol~ing discipline of a person licensed as a 

physician assistant may be ,lppealed to the board of medical 

examiners. 
Sec. 21. Section 14SC.?, Code 1987, is a~ended to read as 

(01 lows: 

14SC.7 RI-:6Ubt\cries9 ~U~=J;:~._:-.~._~~~!!_9.~OUP. 

(J) 
"T1 
I'l ... 
'" r.D 
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L..~:t!ic!~!L.!~sistant rules review group is est~blished 
consisting of on~ physician assistant member, one 5u~rvisin9 
physi.ci.an member, and one public member from the board o~ 

~~~_~2_n assistant examiners and two enembers from tI',e_ bo,;ud 

of tnedical_exanlne£s who are licensed to_pract1ce . .!'I.!.~Jci"!!L'!'f)_<! 

surqery or osteopathic medicine and surgery. The respe.~.~! 
boards snaIl sel~ct their ~ecnbers to serve on the phy~cian 

assistant rules review group. The review group shall sele~~ 
its own chairperson. 

!n~evie~ ~~~~ shall review and approve or disap~~! 
rules_proposed for adopti.on by the board of physician 

assistant examiners. Approval shall be a simple majot~ 
the me~bers of the group. A rule shall not become.~~y'! 
without the approval of the review group. 

~ Re9aiatio"S-4do~ted-by-the-boDrd-to-iMpie~ent-the 

proYts*on8-o!-thts-enspter The board may adopt rules 

reasonably necessary to carry out the purposes of this 

chapter. Proposed rules must be sub~itted to the revl~~ 

tor prlor review and approval. The rules shall be designed to 

encourage the utIlization of pnysieian'~ £bysiclan assistants 
in a manner that is consistent with the provision of quality 

health care and medical services for the citizens of Iowa 

through' better utilization of available physicians and the 

development of sound programa for tho education ~nd traininq 

of skilled ph'3*eiAns~ physician assistants well quallfi~d to 

assist physicians in providing health care and medical 
sltrvices. 

Sec. 22. Section 148C,8, Code 1987, is amended to read H 

tollows: 

U8C.8 RIGUT TO DELEGATE. 

Nothing in this chapter ShAii-Affeet-or-.*~i~ ~ffects or 

!imlts a pr.ysician's existing riqht to delegate various 
medical tasks to aides. assistants or others actinq unde: t:-.o!'< 

physician's supervision or direction. includin9 .... 9!.~.~C?.E..~i~ 

E~i'.~A~ian'.!...~.~.l!i~;;l.~~ tec~!'2!ogists. Aide, Such aides. 

.ISS i stan t s! Of" or t lloped l.~_.P.!l.Y.! ic ian' S <lS.S i s .t.~!l_~ .l.~£...hno ~ oc; ;,~! 
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and other~ who perform only those tasks which can b~ so 

delegated shall not be required to qualify as pn,siciana~ 

physiCian dssi,tants here~ndef" under Jl~~~Ch~~~~£. 
Sec. 23. Section 148C.9, Code 1987, Is amended to read as 

follows: 

l~BC.9 EVE EXAMINAfION R£STRICTEO. 

Ho-phystci4n~8 A phYSician assistant shall not be permitted 

to prescribe lenses, prismsL or contact lenses for the aid, 

re1ietL or correction of human vision. No-phystciA~~' ~ 

Eh1!lcian assistant shall not be permitted to Measure the 
visual power and visual efficiency of the human eye, as 

distinguIshed from routine visual screening. except in the 
personal presence of a supervising physlclan at the place 

where sucn services are rendeced. 

Sec. 2~. Section 148C.ll. Code 1981. Is amended to read as 
follows: 

l48C.11 PROHIBITIONS. 

A person not cef"t*fieo registered and licensed as required 
by this chapter who practices as a ph'3tciAn~s physician 

assistant ~ithout having obtained the appropriate approval 
under this chapter, is quilty of a serious misdemeanor. 

Sec. 2,. Section 2S8A.l, subsection 1. Code Supplement 
1987, is amended by addinq tne following new paraqraph after 

paragraph 1 and renumbering the SUbsequent paragraphs: 
NEW PARAGRAPH. m. The board of physician assistant 

examiners. 

Sec. 26. Section 121J.ll, unnumbered paraqraph 1. Code 

1981, is amended to read as follows: 

Only a licensed physician. phr8teta"~, ~ic!nsed physici!~ 

assistant as defined i~ section 148C.l. sahsection-6T medical 

technologist, or regis:ered nurse, acting at the request of a 

peace officer, ~ay wit~draw a specimen of blood for the 
purpo$e at determininq the alcohol concentration or the 

presence ~f drugs. Hc~ever, any peace officer. using devices 

and methoc~ approved hi the co~issioner of public safety. may 

take ~ spectmen of a p€fSon's breatn or urine for the puc pose 
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of determinlnq the alcohol concentration or the presence of 

druqs. Only new equipment kept onder strictly sanitary and 

sterile conditions shall be used for drawing blood. 
Sec. 21. REPEAL. Sections 148C.S and 148C.6. Code 1987, 

are repealed. 
Sec. 28. TRANSITION -- RULES -- NEW MEMBBRS OF BOARD. 
1. The term of the physician assistant currently servinq 

as a member of the board ot. medical examiners ex pi ,es. on July 

1, 1988. 
2. The rules ot. the board of medical eta~iners existing on 

the effective date ot this Act 'oIi.t:h respect to physician 

assistants shall continue in effect as rules of the board of 
physician assistant examiners until ~odified by rules of the 

board of phYSician assistant e~aminers adopted pursuant to 

section 148C.7, as amended by this Act. 
3. Not~ithstanding section 147.19, for the initial terms 

of the members of the board of physician assistant examiners, 

the governor shall appoint two members to serve terms of one 
year. two members to serve terms of t~o years, and three 

members to serve terms of three years. The initial 
appointees' successors shall be appointed for terms of three 

years each, except that a person chosen to fill a VAcancy 
shall be appointed only for the unexpired term of the board 

member replaced. 
rn making the initial appointments to represent phYSician 

assistants on the board of physician assistant e~aminers, the 

governor shall appoint persons who have been engaged in 

practice as physician assistants with the approval of the 
board of medical exa~iners for a period of three years just 

preceding the appointment. 
4. 'l'he board of medical examinees and the professionc11 

licensure division of the Iowa depaetment of public health in 

conjunction with the board of physician assistant examiners 

shall enter into an agee~ment with respect to the distributi()n 

of funds on a proportionate basis dnd other financial 

areangements to facilitate ~ne tranSition und~e this Act. 

Sec. 29. Eff"F.CfIVF. OA'l'F.. 

• 
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1. This section, being dee~ed of immediate i~poctance. 

takes effect upon enactment.. 
2. The other provisions of this Act, beinq deemed of 

i~ediate importance. ta~e effect upon enactment for 
transition purposes, including the appointment of boaed 

membaes, preliminary ~ork on the development ot eules, and 
agreements with respect to financial arranCjJements • .and on July 

t, 1988, for all other purposes. 
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