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I An Act authorizing a city with a population of five thousand or 

2 less to reduce council membership to three by referendum. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SEl'<ATE r-r I.E 214 
;. - ; 7 .~ 4 

Amend Senate File 2c4 1 as passed oy the Sen' 
2 follows: a:e, 

3" 1. P:ge 1, line ?, by inserting after the word 
4 regular the follOWing: "or special". 
5 2. Page 1, line 10, by inserting after the word 
6 "regular" the following: "or special". 
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S-3644 
1 Amend Senate File 214, as passed by the Senate, as 

follows: 2 
3 
4 
5 
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1. Page 1, line 7, by inserting after the word 
"regular" the following: "or special". 

2. Page 1, line 10, by inserting after the word 
"regular" the following: "or special". 
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1 Section 1. Section 372.4, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

2 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

3 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. In a city having a population of 

4 five thousand or less, the city council may, or shall upon 

5 petition of the electorate meeting the numerical ~equirements 

6 of section 372.2, subsection 1, submit a proposal at the next 

7 regular city election to reduce the number of council members 

8 to three. If a majority of the voters voting on the proposal 

9 approves it, the proposal is adopted. If the proposal is 

:0 adopted, the new council shall be elected at the next regular 

11 city eleccion. The council shall dete~mine by ordinance 

12 whether the three council members are elected at large or by 

:3 ward. 

l4 EXPLAJ>;ATlON 

15 This bill authorizes a city having a population of five 

16 thousand or less to reduce the number of council membe~s to 

17 three. Currently, a minimum of five cQuncil members is 

18 required. The redllction may be proposed by the city council 

19 or by petition of ~he electorate. The change mus~ be approved 

20 by the electorate at a regular city election. 
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AUTHORIZING A elf"! WITH A POPliL;"T!OIJ Of' flV;: 'i"EO~SANO OR U:SS 

TO REDUCE COUNClI. MEMBERS-EIP TO 'rHRE£ BY REfERENDUM. 

BE IT [NACTEO 81' 7tU: GENERAl ASsn'.::u .. -:,' Of TI!: S?A"!.·~ 0:-' IOWA: 

Section 1. Sec~ion 372.~. Co0.(: 1987. is ampnd~r.i by addlng 

the follo,.,inq new unnumbered !).l!'ilqraph: 

NEW UN~VMB::~!:Q .~A~!,:.9RAPE. In a c;ty having a populAtion of 

fivl! thousand or less, the city ("olloc11 r.:"IY, o. shall upon 

petition of the eleeto.ate meeting the nu:nNical r~quicements 

of section 372.2. iiubsection .. subm~t a propos,ll at till' n~xt 

regular or special Clty plec~ :on to reduce the nunbcr of 

council mer-bers to thn~p. I: d ,";\<ijority of :,he voters vo~l.nq 

on the prop:;.sal ap;Hlwes it, ::~~. r.-rcposcl1 i!> ddo~)ted. If the 

proposal is adoptee. t.he n~· .. C.)Jr:<.:~ 1 shali O~ electec at the 

next regular or special City elect.on. the council shall 
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determint~ by ordlnar.ce -oIl\eth~: tht! ~t;:-N' c:lunci 1 l'l'Ier_bprs elfC 

elect~d at larq(> or by -.... cd 
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?resid~nt of th(> Senat(> 

DONAL 0 I>. ,Wr.I'ISON 

Speaker ot the IfOtl~~ 

I hereby certify that thb bill ori.gi.nated in the Senate clnd 

1S KnOW!\ as Senate ::'i.le 214, SevelltY"scc""d General Assert"_bly. 

Approved. 

TERRY f-:. Rt-/i-.NSTAD 

Governor 

JOHN F. O''''UR 

secretary of the Senate 
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