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1 An Act authorizing the establishment of a benefited recreational 

2 lake district and its dissolution, the election of trustees, 

3 the levy of a tax, and the contract of indebtedness. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOeSE FILE 678 
H-4081 
1 Amend House File 678 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 32, by inserting after the word 
3 "residential" the following: ", agricultural,". 
4 2. Page 1, by striking lines 34 and 35. 
5 3. Page 3, line 32, by inserting after the word 
6 "district" the following: "except property assessed 
7 as agricultural land,". 
S 4. Page 3, line 33, by ir.serting arter ,he word 
9 "district." the following: ItA tax levy approved for 

10 the purposes of this chapter shall not be levied on 
11 property assessed as agricultural land." 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 357E.l DEFINITIONS. 

2 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 

3 requires: 

4 1. "District" means a benefited recreational lake district 

5 incorporated and organized pursuant to this chapter. 

6 2. "Trustee" means a member of the board of trustees of a 

7 district. 

8 3. "Board" means the board of supervisors of a county, or 

9 the joint boards of supervisors of two or more counties, in 

10 which a district has been incorporated and organized or is 

11 proposed to be incorporated and organized. 

12 4 . "Recreational facilities" includes, but is not limited 

13 to, real and personal property, water, buildings, structures, 

14 or improvements including dams or other structures permitted 

15 or exempt from regulation under chapter 455B, and equipment 

16 useful and suitable for recreation programs, including those 

17 programs customarily identified with the term "recreation" 

18 such as public sports, games, pastimes, diversions, and 

19 amusement, on land or water and including community center 

houses, recreation grounds, recreation buildings, juvenile 

playgrounds, swimming pools, recreation centers, parks, lakes, 

and golf courses, and the acquisition of real estate for them. 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 357E.2 INCORPORATION. 

If an area of contiguous territory is situated so that the 

acquisition, construction, reconstruction, enlargement, 

improvement, equipping, maintenance, and operation of 

recreation facilities for the residents of the territory will 

28 be conducive to the public health, comfort, convenience, or 

29 welfare, the area may be incorporated as a benefited 

30 recreational lake district as set forth in this chapter. ~he 

31 land to be included in a district must be contiguous to the 

32 recreational lake or to other residential or commercial 

33 property which is contiguous to the recreational lake. 

34 However, a recreational lake district shall not include 

35 property assessed as agricultural land. 
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Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 357E.3 PETITION FOR PUBLIC HEARING. 

1. The supervisors shall, on the petition of twenty-fove 

3 percent of the resident property owners in a proposed district 

4 if the assessed valuation of the property owned by the 

5 petitioners represents at least twenty-five percent of the 

6 total assessed value of the proposed district, hold a public 

7 hearing concerning the establishment of a proposed district. 

S The petition shall include a statement conta:ning the 

9 following information: 

10 a. The need for the district. 

11 b. A description of the district to be se~ved. 

12 c. The approximate number of families in the district. 

13 2. The board of supervisors may requice a bond of the 

14 petitioners conditioned for the payment of all costs and 

15 expenses incurred in the proceedings in case the district is 

16 not established. 

17 

18 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 357E.4 TIME OF PUBLIC HEARING. 

The public hearing required in section 357E.3 shall be held 

19 within thirty days of the presentation of the petition. 

20 Notice of hearing shall be given by publication as provided in 

21 section 33l.305. 

22 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 357E.5 HEARING OF PETITION --ACTION 

23 BY BOARD. 

24 At the public hearing required in section 357E.3, the board 

25 of supervisors may consider the boundaries of a proposed 

26 district, whether the boundaries shall be as described in the 

27 petition or otherwise, and for that purpose may amend the 

28 petition and change the boundaries of the proposed district as 

29 stated in the petition. The supervisors may adjust the 

30 boundaries of a proposed district as needed to exclude land 

31 that has no reasonable likelihood of benefit from inclusion 1n 

32 the proposed district. HOwever, the boundaries of a proposed 

33 district shall not be changed to incorporate property which :5 
34 not included in the original petition. 

35 After, and within ten days of, the hearing. the board of 
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1 supervisors shall establish the district by resolution or 

2 disallow the petition. 

3 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 357E.6 ENGINEER. 

4 1. When the board establishes a district, a competent 

5 disinterested civil engineer shall be appointed, who shall 

6 prepare a preliminary plat showing: 

7 a. The proper design in general outline or the district. 

8 b. The lots and parcels of land within the proposed 

9 district as they appear on the county auditor's plat books 

lO with the names of the owners. 

11 c. The assessed valuations of the lots and parcels. 

l2 2. The compensation of the englneer on the preliminary 

13 investigation shall be determined by the board. The engineer 

14 shall file a report with the county auditor within thirty days 

15 of appointment. The board may extend the time upon good cause 

16 shown. 

17 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 357E.7 HEARING ON ENGINEER'S 

18 REPORT. 

19 After the engineer's report is filed, the board shall give 

20 notice as provided in section 357E.4, of a public hearing to 

21 be held concerning the engineer's preliminary plat. After, 

22 and within ten days of, the hearing, the board shall approve 

23 or disapprove the preliminary plat. If the prellminary plat 

24 is disapproved, the board may make changes in the Doundaries 

25 as deemed necessary for the board's approval of the 

26 preliminary plat. 

27 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 357E.8 ELECTrON ON PROPOSED LEVY. 

28 When a preliminary plat has been approved by the board, an 

29 election shall be held within the district within sixty days 

30 to approve or disapprove the levy of a tax 0: not more than 

31 four dollars per thousand dollars of assessed va~ue on all the 

32 taxable property within the district and to choose candidates 

33 for the offices of trustees of the district. Nctice oE the 

34 election, including the time and place of holding the 

35 election, shall be given as provided in section 357E.4. The 
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1 vote shall be by ballot which shall state clearly the 

2 proposition to be voted upon, and any qualified elector 

3 residing within the district at the time of the election may 

4 vote. It is not mandatory for the county com~issioner of 

5 elections to conduct elections held pursuant to this chapter, 

6 but the elections shall be conducted in accordance with 

7 chapter 49 when not in conflict with this chapter. Judges 

8 shall be appointed by the board from among the qualified 

9 electors of the district to be in charge of the election. The 

10 judges are not entitled to receive pay. The proposition is 

11 approved if a majority of those voting on the proposition vote 

12 in favor of it. 

13 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 357£.9 TRUSTEES. 

14 At the election, the names of at least three candidates for 

15 trustee shall be written in by the voters on blank ballots 

16 without formal nomination and the board of supervisors shall 

17 appoint three from among the five receiving the highest number 

18 of votes as trustees for the district. One trustee shall be 

19 appointed to serve for one year, one for two years, and one 

20 for three years. The trustees shall give bond in the amount 

21 required by the board, the premium of which shall be paid by 

22 the district. Vacancies shall be filled by election, but if 

23 there are no candidates for a trustee office, the vacancy may 

24 be filled by appointment by the board. The ter~ of the 

25 succeeding trustees are for three years. 

26 If the state owns at least four hundred acres of land 

27 contiguous to a lake within the district, the natural 

28 resources commission shall appoint two members of the board of 

29 trustees in addition to the three members provided in this 

30 section. The additional two members must be citizens of the 

31 state, not less than eighteen years of age, and property 

32 owners within the district. The two additional members have 

33 voting and other authority equal to the other members of the 

34 board and hold office at the pleasure of the natural resources 

35 co~~ission. 
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1 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 3S7E.lO BOARD OF TRUSTEES --POWER. 

2 The trustees are the corporate authority of the district 

3 and shall manage and control the affairs, property, and 

4 facilities of the district. The board of trustees shall elect 

5 a president, a clerk, and a treasurer from its membership. 

6 The trustees may certify for levy an annual tax as provided in 

7 section 3S7E.8. The trustees may construct, reconstruct, 

8 repalr, maintain, or operate a dam or other recreational 

9 facilities or structures to create or maintain an artificial 

10 or natural lake or impoundment and, for this purpose, may 

11 purchase material, employ personnel, and perform all other 

12 acts necessary to properly maintain and operate the district. 

13 The trustees are allowed necessary expenses in the discharge 

14 of their duties, but they shall not receive a salary. 

15 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 357E.ll BONDS IN ANTICIPATION OF 

16 REVENUE. 

17 A district may anticipate the collection of taxes by the 

18 levy authorized in this chapter, and to carry out the purposes 

19 of this chapter may issue bonds payable in not more than 

20 twenty equal installments with the rate of interest not 

21 exceeding that permitted by chapter 74A. An indebtedness 

22 shall not be incurred under this chapter until authorized by 

23 an election. The election shall be held and notice given in 

24 the same manner as provided in section 357E.8, and the same 

25 majority vote is necessary to authorize indebtedness. Both 

26 propositions may be submitted to the voters at the same 

27 election. 

28 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 357E.12 DISSOLUTION OF DISTRICT. 

29 Upon petition of thirty-five percent of the resident 

30 eligible electors, the board may dissolve a distrlct and 

31 dispose of any remaining property, the proceeds of which shall 

32 first be applied against outstanding obligations and any 

33 balance shall be applied to tax credits for property owners of 

34 the district. The board shall continue to levy a tax a:ter 

3S dissolution of a district, in an amount necessary to pay all 
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1 outstanding obligations of the district as they become due, 

2 until all outstanding obligations of the district are paid. 

3 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 357E.13 ADDING PROPERTY TO A 

4 DISTRICT. 

5 The owner of any property in an area immediately contiguous 

6 to the boundaries of an established district may petition the 

7 board to be included in the district. Upon receipt of the 

8 petition, the board shall submit the request to a competent 

9 disinterested civil engineer to investigate ~he feasibility of 

10 adding the additional territory and to make a re?ort to :he 

11 board. If the board agrees that the property should be added 

12 to the district, the tax levy for the next year shal: be 

13 applied to the property and on the firsc day of the next 

14 fiscal year the property shall become part of the district. 

15 If the district lies in more than one county, the joint action 

16 of the boards involved is required to add additional property. 

17 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 357E.14 DETERMINATION OF FEE. 

18 1. The owner of any property joining an established 

19 district shall pay to the trustees of the district an initial 

20 fee to be computed as follows: 

21 a. The trustees shall first determine the fair market 

22 value of all property and improvements owned by the district, 

23 less any indebtedness. 

24 b. The board shall then determine the assessed value of 

25 all property in the district. This Shall be divided i~to the 

26 value determined in paragraph "a". 

27 c. The board shall determine the assessed value of the 

28 property of each landowner joining the established district. 

29 d. The result obtained in paragraph "b" shall be 

30 multiplied by the result obtained in paragraph "c". The 

31 result shall be the initial fee to be charged each landowner. 

32 2. The initial fees paid to the trustees shal~ be ~sed to 

33 help defray the cost and maintenance of the recreation 

34 district. 

35 EXPLANATION 
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1 This bill provides for the establishment of a benefited 

2 recreational lake district by petition of the property owners 

3 in the proposed district and the approval of the board of 

4 superv~sors. The procedures for establishing a benefited 

5 district are similar to those for establishing other benefited 

6 special districts. A district shall not include property 

7 assessed as agricultural land. 

8 The authority to levy an annual property tax not to exceed 

9 four dollars per thousand dollars of assessed valuation and to 

10 issue bonds ~s provided if approved by a majority of the 

11 electorate in the district. 

12 Procedures are also provided for dissolving a benefited 

13 recreation district or for adding adjoining property. 

14 This bill creates a new chapter 357E. 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 357E.l DEFINITIONS. 

2 As used in this chapter, unless the context otherwise 

3 requires: 
4 1. "District" means a benefited recreational lake district 

5 incorporated and organized pursuant to this chapter. 

6 2. "Trustee" means a member of the board of trustees of a 

7 district. 
8 3. "Board" means the board of supervisors of a county, or 

9 the joint boards of supervisors of two or more counties, in 

10 which a district has been incorporated and organized or is 

11 proposed to be incorporated and organized. 

12 4. "Recreational facilities" includes, but is not limited 

13 to, real and personal property, water, buildings, structures, 

14 or improvements including dams or other structures permitted 

15 or exempt from regulation under chapter 455B, and equipment 

16 useful and suitable for recreation programs, including those 

17 programs customarily identified with the term "recreation" 

18 such as public sports, games, pastimes, diversions, and 

19 amusement, on land or water and including comlTlunity center 

20 houses, recreation grounds, recreation buildings, juvenile 

21 playgrounds, s~imming pools, recreation centers, parks, lakes, 

22 and golf courses, and the acquisition of real estate for them. 

23 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 357£.2 INCORPORATION. 
24 If an area of contiguous territory is situated so that the 

25 acquisition, construction, reconstruction, elliargement, 

26 improvement, equipping, maintenance, and operation of 

27 recreation facilities for the residents of the territory will 
28 be conducive to the public health, comfort, convenience, or 

29 welfare, the area may be incorporated as a benefited 

30 recreational lake district as set forth in this chapter. The 

31 land to be included in a district must be contiguous to the 

32 recreational lake or to other residential, agricultural, or 

33 commercial property which is contiguous to the recreational 
34 lake. 

~35 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 357E.3 PETITION FOR PU8LIC HEARING. 
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1 1. The supervisors shall, on the petition of twenty-five 

2 percent of the resident property owners in a proposed district 

3 if the assessed valuation of the property owned by the 

4 petitioners represents at least twenty-five percent of the 

5 total assessed value of the proposed district, hold a public 

6 hearing concerning the establishment of a proposed district. 

7 The petition shall include a statement containing the 

8 following information: 

9 a. The need for the district. 

10 b. A description of the district to be served. 

11 c. The approximate number of families in the district. 

12 2. The board of supervisors may require a bond of the 

13 petitioners conditioned for the payment of all costs and 

14 expenses incurred in the proceedings in case the district is 

15 not established. 

16 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 357E.4 TIME OF PUBLIC HEARING. 

17 The public hearing required in section 357E.3 shall be held 

18 within thirty days of the presentation of the petition. 

19 Notice of hearing shall be given by publication as provided in 

20 section 331.305. 

21 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 357E.5 HEARING OF PETITION --ACTION 

22 BY BOARD. 

23 At the public hearing required in section 357E.3, the board 

24 or supervisors may consider the boundaries of a proposed 

25 district, whether the boundaries shall be as described in tr.e 

26 petition or otherwise, and for that purpose may amend the 

27 petition and change the boundaries of the proposed district as 

28 stated in the petition. The supervisors may adjust the 

29 boundaries of a proposed district as needed to exclude land 

30 that has no reasonable likelihood of benefit from inclusion in 

31 che proposed district. However, the bcundaries of a proposed 

32 district shall not be changed to incorpora~e property which is 

33 not included in the original petition . 

34 After, and within ten days of, the hearing. the board of 

35 sUPervisors shall establish the distric~ by resolution or 
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1 disallow the petition. 

2 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 357E.6 ENGINEER. 

3 1. When the board establishes a district, a competent 

4 disinterested civil engineer shall be appointed, who shall 

5 prepare a preliminary plat showing: 

6 a. The proper design in general outline of the district. 

7 b. The lots and parcels of land within the proposed 

8 district as they appear on the county auditor's plat books 

9 with the names of the owners. 

10 c. The assessed valuations of the lots and parcels. 

11 2. The compensation of the engineer on the preliminary 

12 investigation shall be determined by the board. The engineer 

13 shall file a report with the county auditor within thirty days 

14 of appointment. The board may extend the time upon good cause 

15 shown. 

16 Sec. 7. NEW SECTION. 357E.7 HEARING ON ENGINEER'S 

17 REPORT. 

18 After the engineer's report is filed, the board shall give 

19 notice as provided in section 357E.4, of a public hearing to 

20 be held concerning the engineer's preliminary plat. After, 

21 and within ten days of, the hearing, the board shall approve 

22 or disapprove the preliminary plat. If the preliminary plat 

23 is disapproved, the board may make changes in the boundaries 

24 as deemed necessary for the board's approval of the 

25 preliminary plat. 

26 Sec. 8. NEW SECTION. 357E.8 ELECTION ON PROPOSED LEVY. 

27 When a preliminary plat has been approved by the board, an 

28 election shall be held within the district within sixty days 

29 to approve or disapprove the levy of a tax of not more than 

30 four dollars per thousand dollars of assessed value on all the 

31 taxable property within the district except property assessed 

32 as agricultural land, and to choose candidates for the offices 

33 of trustees of the district. A tax levy approved for the 

34 purposes of this chapter shall not be levied on property 

35 assessed as agricultural land. Notice of the election, 
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1 including the time and place of holding the election, shall be 

2 given as provided in section 3S7E.4. The vote shall be by 

3 ballot which shall state clearly the proposition to be voted 

4 upon, and any qualified elector residing within the district 

5 at the time of the election may vote. It is not mandatory for 

6 the county commissioner of elections to conduct elections held 

7 pursuant to this chapter, but the elections shall be conducted 

8 in accordance with chapter 49 when not in conflict with this 

9 chapter. Judges shall be appointed by the board from among 

10 the qualified electors of the district to be in charge of the 

11 election. The judges are not entitled to receive pay. The 

12 proposition is approved if a majority of those voting on the 

13 proposition vote in favor of it. 

14 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 357E.9 TRUSTEES. 

15 At the election, the names of at least three candidates for 

16 trustee shall be written in by the voters on blank ballots 

17 without formal nomination and the board of supervisors shall 

18 appoint three from among the five receiving the highest number 

19 of votes as trustees for the district. One trustee shall be 

20 appointed to serve for one year, one for two years, and one 

21 for three years. The trustees shall give bond in the amount 

22 required by the board, the premium of which shall be paid by 

23 the district. Vacancies shall be filled by election, but if 

24 there are no candidates for a trustee office, the vacancy may 

25 be filled by appointment by the board. The term of the 

26 succeeding trustees are for three years. 

27 If the state owns at least four hundred acres of land 

28 contiguous to a lake within the district, the natural 

29 resources commission shall appoint two members of the board of 

30 trustees in addition to the three members provided in this 

31 section. The additional two members must be citizens of the 

32 state, not less than eighteen years of age, and property 

33 owners within the district. The two additional members have 

34 voting and other authority equal to the other members of the 

35 board and hold office at the pleasure of the natural resources 
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1 commission. 

2 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 357E.IO BOARD OF TRUSTEES --POWER. 

3 The trustees are the corporate authority of the district 
4 and shall manage and control the affairs, property, and 

5 facilities of the district. The board of trustees shall elect 

6 a president, a clerk, and a treasurer from its membership. 

7 The trustees may certify for levy an annual tax as provided in 

8 section 357E.8. The trustees may construct, reconstruct, 

9 repair, maintain, or operate a dam or other recreational 

10 facilities or structures to create or maintain an artificial 

11 or natural lake or impoundment and, for this purpose, may 

12 purchase material, employ personnel, and perform all other 

13 acts necessary to properly maintain and operate the district. 

14 The trustees are allowed necessary expenses in the discharge 

15 of their duties, but they shall not receive a salary. 

16 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 357E.l1 BONDS IN ANTICIPATION OF 

17 REVENUE. 

18 A district may anticipate the collection of taxes by the 

19 levy authorized in this chapter, and to carry out the purposes 

20 oE this chapter may issue bonds payable in not more than 

21 twenty equal installments with the rate of interest not 

22 exceeding that permitted by chapter 74A. An indebtedness 

23 shall not be incurred under this chapter until authorized by 
24 an election. The election shall be held and notice given in 

25 the same manner as provided in section 357E.8, and the same 

26 majority vote is necessary to authorize indebtedness. Both 

27 propositions may be submitted to the voters at the same 
28 election. 

29 Sec. 12. NEW SECTION. 357E.12 DISSOLUTION OF DISTRICT. 

30 Upon petition of thirty-five percent of the resident 

31 eligible electors, the board may dissolve a district and 
32 dispose of any remaining property, the proceeds of which shall 

33 first be applied against outstanding obligations and any 

34 balance shall be applied to tax credits Eor property owners of 

35 the district. The board shall continue to levy a tax after 
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1 dissolution of a district, in an amount necessary to pay all 

2 outstanding obligations of the district as they become due, 

3 until all outstanding obligations of the district are paid. 

4 Sec. 13. NEW SECTION. 357E.13 ADDING PROPERTY TO A 

5 DISTRICT. 

6 The owner of any property in an area immediately contiguous 

7 to the boundaries of an established district may petition the 

8 board to be included in the district. Upon receipt of the 

9 petition, the board shall submit the request to a competent 

10 disinterested civil engineer to investigate the feasibility of 

11 adding the additional territory and to make a report to the 

12 board. If the board agrees that the property should be added 

13 to the district, the tax levy for the next year shall be 

14 applied to the property and on the first day of the next 

15 fiscal year the property shall become part of the district. 

16 If the district lies in more than one county, the joint action 

17 of the boards involved is required to add additional property. 

18 Sec. 14. NEW SECTION. 357E.14 DETERMINATION OF FEE. 

19 1. The owner of any property joining an established 

20 district shall pay to the trustees of the district an initial 

21 fee to be computed as follows: 

22 a. The trustees shall first determine the fair market 

23 value of all property and improvements owned by the district, 

24 less any indebtedness. 

25 b. The board shall then determine the assessed value of 

26 all property in the district. This shall be divided into the 

27 value determined in paragraph "a". 

28 c. The board shall determine the assessed value of the 

29 property of each landowner joining the established district. 

30 d. The result obtained in paragraph "b" shall be 

31 multiplied by the result obtained in paragraph "c". The 

32 result shall be the initial fee to be charged each landowner. 

33 2. The initial fees paid to the trustees shall be used to 

34 help defray the cost and maintenance of the recreation 

35 district. 

-6-

HP 678 

tj/pk/25 



-
110:.:5;:: r'ILt:: 671) 

A~ ACT 

AUTHOR: Z INC TH::: ES1'AaLISHMEnr OF A RF.~E:t':n:n REC~EA1'IONAI. 

LA!(i: DIS1'Rrc: MID l-;S ()ISSOLUTIO~. TIfE t:f..rCTIO~1 or TRUSTeES, 

TH1-: LEVY Oi' A TAX, AND THY. CONTRAC-i' Of INDy'B'tEDt.'r.SS. 

BE [1' UMCrI:O IE THE: (if;NlmAL A5Sl::MHt.i' or 7H~; STATE or IOWA: 

Sect ion 1. t'E'n' ~§C'I' ~.9~. 357£.1 D~P:NIT[ONS. 

As used in thlS chapter, unless ttl(? contpxt othpc .... lse 
requlr~s: 

1. ·Oistrict" means d benefited ceccpational lake district 

incorp::>tdted and oct)'clnized pUI'Suclnt to t:,is chapter. 

2. -1'rustce" m!J~ns a member of: thp. t)o"rd of tr\lstl~I_'g of iI 

district. 

3. ~Board" c-.e.lns the bO'lrd of supervisors of <1 county. or 

the joint bo.uds of supprvisor5 of t·oK) or :nore COlilltiPf» in 

~hich a distClct i"lcl!> been incorpor,Hcd clnd orqanized or IS 

prol?OS~ to ce ~ncorporated clnd arq<'tnized. 

4. MRecreatianal f./lc1litu~s" Include~ •• bllt IS nol limited 

to, rca: and peraanal propurty ..... ater, buildings, ~ttuc:,urt's, 

or :mprJvemE:nts includinq dalr"S or other 5tr\lCtllr~$ p~rmlt:Nj 

'H exe;;?t from :t!"lulation under chapter 4,)S8. ,1.,d equipment 

uaeful dnd suitable (a: r('Gre,H ion pr(l~ram:<;, in.:luding those 

p;:cgrdrt.~ customarily identifip.d .... ith 1::1(> to?rm "(',~cr~dtlon­

!.Ouch ar. !?ubllC sport:;, '1dllles, past.im~f" dlven:lons, .lnd 

d."'luSem€':\t. '.)n land or ''''<'Iter 'lnd lncllidi/hJ ,::,lIl".llu1Iit.y C(~rl~et 

hour-es, :ecreation gl'oonds, r('cl'eation btlildlllq!.>. )uvenll€.' 

pl,lygrc\.ncis, S\''':,i/ning poolf., recre.lt: i0n \;L'r:t.~r:l, P<'l.I'kS, 1alo:(>3, 

and qci: COlJrs~,. ,1r:d the <':.cqui~Htion o( rJ!,ll est"'t~ fol' the:-. 

S(>C. 2. !:'!;"_~o;.T10~. ) S 'JI:, 2 I :ICn.~?ORf.·r ION. 

It u~ ~ce~ :~ con~,lo;\lO\Ja ter~II<..'ry ia !;)tll'~~f.'d ,:0 Lll.lt 

M:"i\,;I:>.·:::on, c~'·.:;:r\l('~,I')'l. :''''('~)nf,I'rlJc:t .• c:'. ,~nl'II'9!':n<.'nl 

·~Pt'()'..1<!-<:!n~. O:'-(,.:oPI.-"1. ,-:"Inti.'n.lnc\~, .:In'~ ,'r i.l I. 1 ");1 :), 

" I~ f~ 

-
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re(:rl'3tl0n facII;tl~s Cor :h~ rCSld~rlts ~~ 'i:~ t~:tito:y vii! 

be ... ~onduci ... ~ to UIf.' pl:!:l!ic he'lit.h, corr:fo~t, c);wf!>niencp., or 

well'He, the ~ce,l f'ldy be incol'porated itf. d .::oenet!t(>d 

recreational la~e district as set fort~ i~ thiS chapter. The 

land to be included in a dir-trict must be ~onti9uolJS ta the 

r(~credltional Lllo:e or t,) other resi\!enti.:Il. ~9ri(;\Ilt\Jtal. or 

comm.erci.ll property .... hi.ch is ~:)nt iquous tn tho:..' r(>(:re.H ion.ll 
lalo:p.. 

Sec .. 1. ~~w Sf-~TP?~. J~)7E.) PETITION fOR ?!IBLIC HI:ARrNG. 

1. 1'hl'! sup,-,rvisors soitll, 011 th~ p~t.it::)., of b.:enty-(ive 

percent of the resident property Q~necs ~n a proposed district 

if the <\,Ssessed valuation of th~ properl.y .)~ned by the 

petitioners represents at lea!.>t t .... enty-fivt percent of the 

tot~l assessed v<,.lue of the propos~d dist! ict, hold ,1 public 

hearing concerning the e:;tablishment of. .:l prc~s~d di~tl'lct. 

The petition ahal1 inc111dc a st.He:"lent cont,'inlIl9 the 

following inf(Hm.lt iOIl: 

a. The n~ed for the district. 

b. A description of the district to b~ served. 

c. The ap!)ro.lCimat~ lliJrnht'r of (anili~$ in thc district. 

2. The b:')ard of supervisol',.. m~'y ~~q\l i re ;~ bond of the 

petll:ion~rs (:ond~tior.ed for tile pa.,·m~llt (~f all co~r:s and 

'~XpP.ll$CS incurl'ed in I,()(> 9rCc~()din9f, in .::.l:.; .. the district lS 

not establi!Jhl..'d. 

s~c. 4. t.'2W...:s..y.~rl\)fJ. )',71-:." 'tIM,.; Of rLal,Ie :iF.,\RING. 

Thl~ PlJblic he".rlng r(>qulted in ~~C"t~on ;~H:.] ! .. hall be hE!'ld 

.... ithin thirty days or th~ pr~D~lltation of the p~tition. 

Notice of h~<lrin'J sllal. CoP. qivl'n ely publ.ca~io;'l <13 IHOVldpc! in 
sect:'o;'i ))l.WS. 

Sec. S. ~.~~ SE~'J'!~~. 1sn::.5 tiEAIn .... (; or Pf;Tll'IO~ --
ACI :o~ UY I!Oi\RD. 

A: th', public h0arl~q requl!ed in sect~orl )~1E.l, th~ board 

.... f !)·JP(~:'/~.H.!r" :n,li' c('llf,ider th~' b0Ufl(h~~(.", :)t a :::o:~pcf.ed 

J1!;::1.7t. uh~t(lt·t tt:(> i·A~ld,l(I'.'!~ :,tl.l1i .;)~ .~:.:i \:f";r:~It:f.'d 111 the 

pO:'-t~'~(1I ."!: (;~t:I:: .. "i!;t', ,~r.d 1)1" t!l,ll ;)'.:c::;(' -?~. ,·,.~,~:)d :,(:<.' 
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r"~ltl:-. an.l c:·~"nge t.he b().~ndarie<> of th.~ ?r')p<;,;~.("i di~,trl(:-t :'!:; 

"tated ::"1 the ?etil:lon. The 5upervis(")r!> rrtdy ad~lIgt I.he 

·c?·.lnda~ies of a p.rop·oscd district itS n~(.'d~d to ~xcLJ(I~ l,lnd 

that ha:>. no rea:;<:.nablc likelihocJ of b~nefit from in(;~u!;.i~n lI) 

t}'l~ pro?osed district. liowe ... er. the boundarics of -ct prOl)~.g~'d 

distrlct shall not be changed to incorporate property which IS 

~ot inc!~ded in the original petLtion. 

Aft ... r, and '.Ilthin t~n day!; 'Jf, the hearLnq, the board ,')f 

sU9cr'Jisors :ihdll e~f.clbllj;h Ute d.istdct hz' te!i-olutir.>o ~r 

disallo .. · the pct.ition. 

Sec. 6. ~~~~TIO~. 3571:.6 ~:NGniEf:t{. 

1. ~hen the hoard establishes a distrLct, a competent 

rHsinterested civil engineer shall be appointed, ... ho !.>h,lll 

prepare a preliminary plat Showing: 

a. i:he pr-::per dl.!slqn i.n !Jcneral outline of T:n'~ di!;'T:ri<:.:t. 

b. i'~e lQts and parcel!> of land within t.he ?ropo$~d 

district as they appear on the- <::ounty Cluditor'5 pl'lt book!. 

""i ttl t.he nalll~$ of thp o .... ner!'\.. 

c. rile 4!>seszed YdJu,ltions o( the l.ot,> dnd p<lCce-l!i. 

2. nlf~ '::vrl)?ensatlon of th~ en9l1i.eet 011 tile- pre! ilr'inary 

investiq.ltion shall be cie-tcrmined hy the bOdrd. '?he eno.,ltr .... er 

zh~ll file a rpport with ~hc county audit0r within thLrty day5 

,")f appcintme/l~. The board may e)(tend thl' I: 1r".L" upon T')od (:,l·.l:;!~ 

!;:"IQIo'''. 

Sec. 7. ~!;"~_S~:.-;'~ION. 

jl1:POHT. 

) '"> 7£ • 7 :U:AR ING ON eNG IfU: ~:p , s 

,\fter the I!n:pneer·~ c"'p:>rt ~~ fll(!(l, L,e ho.lrd Sh,lll ql~·1.! 

n~tlce a:; pro~ided In section ]S1E.4, of ~ p~bllc h~dr~ng t.o 

be held conc~~nlnq the ~nqlneer's pr~limlnary plat. Aft.et, 

and wit:\ln ten d"·iS ():, the h~aring. the bO..-'Jrd :;h,) 1 I .li'j)(vVe 

('( di.3e??rove ~he prc~imi.nclC'" plar. If tnt! ~.).""~li:nin<tr;' ?h~ 

I~; dis6t!>pCQv('d, the t.'o,l~d m,);' m,'tke changf.'!; In t.~(' IJOun:i .. H I!'~ 

..::lS Ot'~~'_'C nl'("e:;::;ary f(";~ t:,~ b03~'~·S tlpprcv,ll 0:· Inl' 

pr·~·l.ml-'~(Y ilia: 

Sf!'c. 'J ·;·-~_SE~~19.~· I',·;!" 8 ~:L~:CTI(l" ~j'l ;'?O"G~;··:; i..£::v·/. 
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,,'t·.l;>n a ;;:p.limtn,l:,· ?!,It h",~ .. f)~\:r) ap,'1"f)v~d by t(".(' :l(":"rc, elr) 

electlon Shdll be held wlthLn ~he dl:;t:ict ~ilhl~ Gi~~y days 

to ap{)rove 0: d~sapptCv~ the L(~vi' O~ d UI"; .:;{ (I,H . .--.=,re- th.lf) 

fOllr dollar.:; ?ec thuu:c;and .joIldr!) cf "'ssl.'s.',(}d V<l-lJ.If!' Of) .':111 L,e­

ta);a~le propeoty Io·ithin '.!li' djst"flr:t l"XCC-pt property as~.;es:;ed 

as ,1qricJJl!.uc.,1 ) (i.<")d , and to ch:.JO!"~ C3tHhdat.es fo: the offices 

ot truut~cs of the dl~lrict. A tax le ... y ap~roved f:)r th~ 

purposes of t.~)is Ch'lpt~r sh<\ll n.)t be levied on property 

.(t!'>sesscd ,"\!; ,lqri~ultuc.!l l.lnd. Nottce of t.he eif!'ct.ion, 

in<:ludi.ng the time and plac'! 01 holding th~ ~lectlon, shall be 

given .& providcd in :;~ction )S7~.4_ The vot~ shall be by 

ballot which !>hall statl' clearly t.h.~ propo!;ltior) to be ... oled 

lIpon, and .:lny qu,llified elect.or re:;i.dinQ within toe dis:t.ctct 

at t.he t ir;,e of the elect ion may voto:? It I:; not ,""'.lnd.ltory for 

t.h~ county cortt...,L"s!.onr~( of elt.'cti~/l!; tJ) conduct i')e-ctions held 

purSUdilt tc this chdpter, b'lt th~ l'lectlons sh,dl b ... cCnoucteu 

in 3ccordancp with ch&pter 4~ ~hQn not in confLict with this 

chapter. Judgcs ~~hall b~ appointed b.,. the bOdrd from .:ur.ong 

tt\e qualified electors o[ tbe (h:;trict t.o bt! in chacqe of t.he 

ell.!ct.ion. TlH! judges drt! t\ot ct\tU.lec! ~o ((!(:"€.'J. ... e pay. Th~ 

proposit.lon 1t, i.lpprov~'d if " rt!.",jcrity ·.)t th()s~ yo':.~nq on thp. 

proposltion vote in favo: of it. 

Scc. 9. ~~ioI_S~:CT JO~. ]')"11:.9 1'RUS1'E1:S. 

At the elect.ion, t:te :"l<lmeS (",f .It le.1st. thr ... ~ <':<'l",hd<He~ t,)r 

:'f!J$t~'e sh"~ll b(' Io':·it~~~ In by I.nl~ , .. ,)tl!c:; on ttl"n" ballots 

without fClm,"'l. n<) .... i~<lti,ir\ ,In.j th(' o;),Hd o( $\JpcrYi:.or~ shc)ll 

'"'ppoJnt thr~t.' f~{.';r! am(,nq ttl"! i!~'e rf:'t..-t.~H·lnll th" ;'19hl·!;t number 

of ;..oGtes .ilS trlJst~~:; fc-r ~fle- di:;trist. One trustee st-.elli bl~ 

.l!'Jp:Hntpu to serve for ()n~ year, 0r"~ [or twO') year!;, ,lnd on~ 

~or thre~ y~ar:L T:,~ ~~·1l5tCP.3 :c;t· .. \:l qi ... e bond in tile ",mount 

requir(.'d by th~ boar(), n,c pr~:-nl\.r (:1" · ... hich snall be paid by 

th~ '.H!>trl<:t. ·JCl.C"fOC'~~ s:'al: ·:le (Llle-d by i~le<.:t.i')n, ".:lut if 

th~re arc ~o cand~(16tr:~ far a t~'l$l~~ office. ~he vJca~(:"y may 

tw [Ill.:d .~y .1pp:)i:1tm('~: t.y t~'l' ()(..1t" 'i. The term <.f th •. ' 

;\i''':(·~l'd:c(,' ~ r·.l:.t~''';; .1:·~ '·::Ie t.~):· ... ,;. /~,t(S 



" 
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It :,~,! state :A:':!'; ,,: ;'€.',l~;t -:O,H il\Jndr~d .",':{,:> o~ lar,cl 

conllc,jo.;ou5 to ,\ _~ke -":Ith:'n the ui!J.triCt. tt:f! :' .• ltural 

~, 

re!)~urces C():-::;'IiSLOn . .,hllll appoint [· ... 0 I11t':-berf. of tho: o:.lclrd of 

truste~s in ~ddl:~on :0 ttl~ thr~~ memb~rs prcv:ded in this 

seello!!. 1'he adciition",! t .... o members must be CIL12ens of the 

state. not less ~~an eIghteen years of age. dod pr~perty 

c'",n!'!c!> -..'Ithin the diStrlct. Tht' tWD additlcn,,: "'el'tlb~cs t,.~v(.> 

~otln9 ~nd othe: luthority equal to the ot~er ~~~bQrs cf the 

boal'd and hold ot:'ice at the ple.l$Ure of ',hl~ ~clt,J~.,l :' .. ~ourcp.s 
c{;~.:lission. 

SPC. 10. !!!.~.; SEC~!ON, 

POWER. 
J5H;.10 BOI\t{D at' T!(lJSTl::F.S _ .. 

Th~ trust~es d:~ the corporate authority ~f the district 

and shall manage and con::rol th~ dff,lirs, p{opp.r~y, <l"d 

!dC1litl~S of the district. The board of tr~stee~ shall ~lect 

a president. a clerk, and a tI~asurer frQ~ it3 ~ernbership. 

Tht)' trustee!) may c~rtity for levy <Ill annual t<\x .15 provided 1n 

secticn lS7E.8. the trustees ruay r;onstl'uct, reconstruct, 

cep,li .. malnt,Hn, oc operate a dam or oth~r recreat:'onal 

(aclliti~s or str~ctur~s to create or m~lnta.n an artificial 

:)r natural lak~ 0: impoundment <sod, fOI this p~rp:)se, may 

!;Urch':'5A m~teriaL e;nploy per!)onr.el, and p~r~orl"l all oth~r 

dctS necessary '.-= propprly naintclin and cperd~~ t~H! di~,;t:'lc:. 

The ttustees ~re allowed neceso~ry exp~~5e~ .~ ~he d1!)Charqe 

of t.hei, dut,ie5, :.ut thP.'Y sh!}ll n0t l'eCeIVf:' ,\ :;cl;dl'y 

Sec. 11. IIEi'I'Sf:C!'ION. 

)U:Vl:!-lUf.. 
JSn,ll CON!)!; IN ;"NT[CIFNr[o~' Of 

A dl~~rict may dnticipat~ the collection c~ :dX~S by the 

.evy authorized i~ (his chdPt~r. and to carry o~t the ?'lCpO~e~ 

:.:~ th~s chapter ~·!I i5s>l~ hs>:'\ds Pdya;:"l~ !Il n:->t. ~~rp ~hcl!l 

c~enty equal 1ns:~II~ent3 with the rat~ of Int~r~st ,~t 

'J~ceeding t,hat pt'::::ittt'c by chapt.(:r 74A. An l:cebtecr:I':;''; 

.>'laE n0t he i'lc'J:' :PC ~ad~r thi~i Ch,lpl:er \Inti: a·.it:lC:' ~ l!!d 

~.) ell'.:: ~on, :~e '?l~ct .. ::)n shall be (leld dnd . ICt' 
",' 

"' 
• ',(? .'<>.rr<; rfl,tr::)t'r ~: :Jr'.l·"I·:'!C In !)"ct:'on );"iC,fL ,~',r; '.' .;.~~ t' 
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mall'r.t, ·.,r)t.I) I~, :'.~·r:r:ss<l:I"/ to tl'J:floriz.! Indebt~dnf.>:;:;. Uot'l, 

pr.>poSltlons (:'lay b~ ~;.\!b/ll~~ted to tll~ vc':.~ct. .It the $,l;;~ 

~l~ct I OJ" 

Sec. 11. !,:lEW S:!,:C~~~. 3:>'J!:.12 DiSSOI.UTION 0;' DISTRiCT. 

Upon petition of thirty-flvP p~rc~nt nf the re~ident 

~liqible electoc~, th~ board may di~oolvp d district and 

di5po~~ of any remitininq ?1'O!U)cty, the pc()ct)' .... ds of .... hich shall 

fLlst b~ applied against out3tanding obligations and any 

bitl.lnce 5Jl<:l11 he ,"pplied tr) !,ax ccedits I:>c pl'Op~cly 0',.n(;(5 of 

the district. The board shall continllP to levy a tax after 

dissolution of a di9tcict. in ~n a~~unt nec~5sary to pay all 

outstandinq oblit}al:ions of the district .1S they her,)m'..! due. 

until all outstanding ol,llqations of th~ dist.rict clt~ paid. 

Sf!c.l3. !i.E' .... 2.F.C~.~~. J>"JE:.13 AOJ)ING PROPf:RTY TO A 
()IST~rcl'. 

The o .... nel' of llny pro!)erty in .1n ar~a ir.."'~di<1tely contiquous 

to the boundaries of ,,,n established dist,tict may petition the 

bo...Hd to b~ included III tht.' district. Upon rr.-c(.'ipt (,f the 

petition, the board sllall SUb:llit the r~quest to <l competent 

disinterested civil enqill~cr t.o invl"stigJ.te the E~'lS.ibility oC 

"ddinq thp additional territory and 1:0 ("dKe d report to tile 

board. If the bO,Hd .lo):t·(.'3 tll,H tl,e prop~rty oholltd :)l' added 

to the district, the ta~ levy for :h~ next yedr shAll oe 

,lpplil!1i to t.)w propl'I'ty dnd 0.' til ... fic~;t day of: Ule next 

fisc,!l year the propel'I:, '~J:all ht~(;ornp par:, of the di~.trlct.. 

If the district li<.-s In I~ore than or.e I:ounty. the joi;Jt ,1ction 

()( tht~ bo,lrd:; involvpd is r~rJ\lired to add ,ldditlonal propl~rty, 

SPC. 14, NF.WS~g'}.~I\. ~"7f:. H ();;:TER!-iI~IA,ION or fTEo 

The o"'n~r of <\ny property j::lInin9 an ~st.lblish(?d 

district .':';·'<.111 pay to) ~t~e r rU5~l"~S ?t tht':' d;~trlct <in Illttlal 

~~e t.> be c007,p>ltr!d ,1~ fol: )"'s: 

a. The trusteos 5h~11 1 i:st dpternio(- the !air ~ac~ct 

·Jcllue or al~ !Hope-tty a:,d l;n?rO\'(~l~l'ntf, ,)wn!'!d by the /ll:;tl'ic~, 

:'~$S ai.y Ind.:btl~dlll',.;:;. 
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~. ~he board shall then determine the assessed value of 

all property in the district. This shall be divided lnto the 

value determined in paragraph "a". 

c. The board shall determine the assessed value of the 

property of each landowner joining the established district. 

d. The result obtained in paragraph "b" shall be 

multiplied by the result obtained in paragraph "~CR. The 

res~lt shall be the initial fee to be charged each landowner. 

2. The initial fees paid to the trustees shall be used to 

help defray the cost and maintenance of the recreation 

dis~rict. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is Known as House File 678. Seventy-second General Assembly. 

Approved , 1988 
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~ERR1 E. BRANSTAD 

Gu';~rnor 

JOSEPH O'HERN 

Chief Clerk of the House 


