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1 Sect'.on 1. Sertion 235A.13, subsection 9, 1S amended to 

2 redd as follows: 

3 9. "Multidisciplinary 

4 who possess knowledge and 

team" means a group of individuals 

skills related to the diagnosis, 

5 assessment, and disposition of child abuse cases and who are 

6 professio"als practicing in the disciplines of medicine. 

7 public 11e~lth. mental t,ealth, social work, child development. 

8 education, law. juvenile probation, or law enforcement. or a 

9 group established pu~suant to section 235B.l. subsection 3. 

10 paragraph "a". 

11 Sec. 2. Secti0n 2358.1, subsection 1. Code :987. is 

12 am~nded to read as follows: 

13 1. As used in this ~eetio~ chapter. "dependent adult 

14 abllse" means: 

15 a. Any of the following as a result of the willful or 

16 neglige~t acts or omissions of a caretaker: 

17 (1) Physical injury to or unreasonable confinement or 

·18 cruel p'mishment of 3 dependent adult. 

19 (2) The commission of a sexual offense under chapter 709 

20 or sect:o~ 726.2 with or against a dependent adult. 

21 (3) Eaploitatio~ of a dependent adult which means the act 

22 or process of taking unf~ir advantage of a deperldent adult or 

23 the c1ult's physical or financial resources for one's own 

24 pe~scnal cr pecuniary profit by the use of undue influence. 

25 harassment. duress. deception, false representation, or false 

26 preteases. 

27 (4) The deprivation of the minimum food, shelter, 

28 clothing, supervisicn. physical and mental health care, and 

29 other care necessary to maintain a depe~dent adult's life or 

30 health. 

31 b. The deprivation of the minimum food. shelter, clothing, 

32 supervision, physical and mental health care, and other care 

33 necessary to maintain a dependent adult's life or health as a 

34 result of the acts or omissions of the dependent adult. 

35 Sec. 3. Section 2358.1. Code 1987, is amended by adding 
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1 the following new subsections: 

2 NEW SUBSECTION. 2A. "Dependent adult" means a person 

3 eighteen years of age or older who is unable to protect the 

4 person's own interests or unable to adequately perform or 

5 obtain services necessary to meet essential human needs, as a 

6 result of a physical or mental condition which requires 

7 assistance from another, or as defined by departmental rule. 

8 NEW SUBSECTION. 2B. "Caretaker" means a related or 

9 nonrelated person who has the responsibility for the 

10 protection, care, or custody of a dependent adult as a result 

11 of assuming the responsibility voluntarily, by contract, 

12 through employment, or by order of the court. 

13 Sec. 4. Section 2358.1, subsection 3, Code 1987, is 

14 amended to read as fOllows: 

15 3. The department of human services shall operate a 

16 program relating to the providing of services in cases of 

17 dependent adult abuse. The program shall emphasize the 

18 reporting and evaluation of dependent adult abuse of an adult 

19 who is unable to protect the adult's own interests or unable 

20 to perform or obtain essential services. The program shall 

21 include: 

22 a. The establishment of multidiscipl~nary teams to provide 

23 leadership at the local and district levels in the delivery of 

24 services to victims of dependent adult abuse. A ~ea~ sha~~ 

25 include a membership of individuals who possess knowledqe and 

26 skills related to the diagnosis, assessment, and disposition 

27 of dependent adult abuse cases and who ar~rofessionals 

28 practicing in the disciplines of medicine, public health, 

29 mental health, social work, law, law enforcement, and other 

30 disciplines relative to dependent adulcs. Members of the team 

31 shall include, but are not limited to, persons representing 

32 the area ag2ncies on aging, county attorneys, health care 

33 providers, and others involved in advocating or providing 

34 services for dependent adults. 

35 b. Provisions for information sharing and case 
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1 co"sl:lt,-,tion a~ons s'?r~ i~~:I0viders, care providers, and 

2 victiol.S oJ dependent adult abuse. 

3 c . i' r 0 ce d u res f (j r ref err a l--.::o:..:f:....cc::;a=s.:::e.::s---=a:.::m",o:..:n.:.g,,---=-s-=e-=-r--,v-=i:..:c=e 

4 E.!.0~ider~ includi~ the referral of victims of dependent 

5 adult abuse residi09~n licensed health care f~c~lities. 

6 Sec. 5. Section 2358.1, subsection 4, paragraph a, Code 

7 1987, 15 a~ended to read as follows: 

8 a. A health practitioner, ~gefined.in section 232.68, 

9 who examines, attends, or treats a dependent ad\:lt and who 

10 re&so?ab~believes the depencent adult has suffered dependent 

11 adul t a:ms~, shal' r ~por t the suspected abuse tv tile 

12 deparcmcnt of human services. If the health practitioner 

13 examines, ~ttends, c treats the de?ende~t adult as a member 

14 of the staff of a hospital Or similar institution, the health 

15 £E.?ctit;c9...ner sh~lJ:'!!!.~diately notify the person in charge of 

16 the institution or t~rscn's des~ated agent, and the 

17 person 1n charge or the designated agent shall make the 
',-8 • repOL. 

19 ~ sel.f-employed social. work~r, ~~ocial worker under the 

20 ju:isdi,.ti~ of. the J~~~ment of human services, a social 

21 ~r~e(_t:f!1p~oyed by a ~blic or private agency or institution, 

22 or by a ~Dlic or ~.vate health care facility as defined in 

23 se('ti,n 135C.l, a ce:tified psychologist, a member of the 

24 stLff of a mental he~lth center, a member of the staff of a --_. 

25 hospital, C\ member o~----.!:he.~~aff or emplovee of a public or 

26 private health care (acil~ty as defined in section 135C.l, or 

27 a peace officer, who, in the course or employment, examines, 

28 at tends. counse.l~-E.~_!-re.a~_~.-9_~ndent adult and reasonably 

29 believe" the depende~!...ad~lt has .suffered adult abuse shall 

30 report the suspected abuse to ~he department of human 

31 services. An in-horne homemaker/home health aide or an 

32 individual employed as an outreach person shall report 

33 suspected adult abuse to the department of human services. If 

34 a person is required to report under this section as a member 

35 of the staff or employee of a public or private institution, 
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agency, or facility, the person shall immediately notify the 

person in charge of the institution, agency, or facility, or 

the person's designated agent, and the person in charge or the 

designated agent shall make the report. 

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A Any other person who believes that a 

dependent adult has suffered abuse may report the suspected 

abuse to the department of human services. 

PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The department shall receive dependent 

adult abuse reports and shall collect, maintain, and 

disseminate the reports pursuant to sections 235A.12 through 

235A.24 by expanding the central registry for child abuse to 

12 include reports of dependent adult abuse. The department 

13 shall evaluate the reports expeditiously. However, the state 

14 department of inspections and appeals is solely responsible 

15 for the evaluation and disposition of adult abuse cases within 

16 health care facilities and shall inform the department of 

~ 17 human services of such evaluations and dispositions. 

~ 18 Sec. 6. Section 235B.l, subsection 4, paragraph b, Code 

• 

19 1987, is amended to read as follOws: 

20 b. The department of human services shall inform the 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

appropriate county attorneys of any reports. County 

attorneys, law enforcement agencies, multidisciplinary teams 

a~-def~ned-in-~eetion-~35A.l3,-~~bseet±en-9, and social 

services agencies in the state shall cooperate and assist In 

the evaluation upon the request of the department. County 

attorneys and appropriate law enforcement agencies shall also 

take any other lawful action necessary or advisable for the 

protection of the dependent adult. 

Sec. 7. Section 235B.1, subsection 7, is amended by adding 

the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. It shall be unlawful for any 

person or employer to discharge, suspend, or otherwise 

discipline a person required to report or voluntarily 

reporting an instance of suspected dependent adult abuse 

pursuant to subsection 4, cooperating or assisting the 
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1 delar~mpnt of human services in evaluating a case of dependent 

2 adult abus~, or part .cipating in judicial proceedings relating 

3 to th~ reportinq or assistance based solely upon the person's 

4 reporcing or participation relative to the instance of 

5 dependent adult abuse. A person or employer found in 

6 violation of this paragraph shall, upon conviction, be guilty 

7 of a s ir .. pll misdemeaClor. 

8 Sec. 8. Section L35B.l, Code 1987, ~s amended by adding 

9 the foliowing new sul,sections: 

10 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. A person, institution, agency, or 

11 facilit~ r~quir~d by this section to report a suspected case 

12 of a Je~endent adult abuse who knowingly and willfully fails 

13 to do se i5 guilt~ 0: a 

14 institution, agency, or 

s~mple misdemeanor. 

facility required by 

A person, 

this section to 

15 report a s~spected c~se of dependent adult abuse who knowingly 

16 fails to do so is civilly liab:e fo,- the damages proximately 

17 caused by the failure. 

18 NEW :'UBSECTON. 9 The department of inspections and 

19 appeals shall adopt rules which require licensed health care 

20 fa2il.t.es to s2para~e an alleged d~pendent adult abuser from 

21 a \ ictii., fullowing a.1 allegation of perpetration of abuse and 

22 prlor to tne complet.oll o~ an investigat.on o~ the allegation. 

7.3 Se~. 9. NEW SFCTION. 235B.2 INFORMATION, EDUCATION, AND 

24 TRI INc NC P~OGRA!IS. 

25 1. ~he depertment of elder affairs, in cooperation with 

26 the department Jf humar. services, shall conduct a public 

27 infor~aticn and e~ucation program. The elements and goals of 

28 the pro~ram include jut are not limited to: 

29 a. Infurming the p~blic regarding the laws governing 

30 dependent adult abuse and the reporting requirements for 

31 dependent adult abuse. 

32 b. Providing care g~vers with information regarding 

33 services to alleviate the emotional, psyChological, physical, 

34 or fi:lancial stress associated with the care giver and 

35 dependent adult relationship. 
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c. Changing public attitudes regarding the role of a 

dependent adult in society. 

2. The department of human services, in cooperation with 

the department of elder affairs and the department of 

inspections and appeals, shall institute a program of 

education and training for persons, including members of 

provider groups and family members, who may be in contact with 

dependent adult abuse. The program shall include but is not 

limited to instruction regarding recognition of dependent 

adult abuse and the procedure for the reporting of suspected 

11 abuse. 

12 3. The content of the continuing education required 

13 pursuant to chapter 258A for a licensed professional providing 

14 care or service to a dependent adult shall include, but is not 

15 limited to, the responsibilities, obligations, powers, and 

16 duties of a person regarding the reporting of suspected 

17 dependent adult abuse, and training to aid the professional in 

18 identifying instances of dependent adult abuse. 

19 4. The department of inspections and appeals shall provide 

20 training to investigators regarding the collection and 

21 preservation of evidence in the case of suspected dependent 

22 adult abuse. 

23 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 726.8 WANTON NEGLECT OR NONSUPPORT 

24 OF A DEPENDENT ADULT. 

1. A person commits wanton neglect of a dependent adult if 
26 the person knowingly acts in a manner likely to be injurious 

27 to the physical, mental, or moral welfare of a dependent 

28 adult. Wanton neglect of a dependent adult is a serious 

29 misdemeanor. 

30 2. A person who has legal responsibility either through 

31 contract or court order for support of a dependent adult and 

32 who fails or refuses to provide support commits nonsupport. 

33 Nonsupport is a class "D" felony. 

34 3. A person alleged to have committed wanton 

35 nonsupport of a dependent adult shall be charged 
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1 respe~tjve offense unless a charge may be brought based upon a 

2 more serioJs offense in which case the charge of the more 

3 serious offense shall supersede the less serious charge. 

4 4. 

5 means 

For the purposes of 

a dependent adult as 

. 6 subsection 2A. 

this section, "dependent adult" 

defined in section 2358.1, 

7 Sec. 11. MO~I~ORrNG AND REPORTI~G. the legislative fiscal 

8 bureau shall monitor the reporting of dependent adult abuse, 

9 the conducting of dependent adult abuse investioations, and 

10 the workload and performa~ce of the personnel of the 

11 deparcm..,nt of humi'n -;ervices and department of inspections and 

12 appeals regarding dependent adult abuse investigators in order 

13 to project the effect of the p,ovisions 0f this Act relative 

14 to workload and performance standards of the departments. The 

15 bureau shall report its findings to the general assembly by 

16 February I, 1988. The department of elder affairs, department 

17 of human services, and department of inspections and appeals 

18 shpll cooperate wj.th the legislative fiscal bureau in the 

19 implementation of this section. Following its initial report, 

20 the leg:slative fisc~l bureau shall continue the monitoring 

21 prugram, aad shall rcport the fiIldi.1gs to the general assembly 

22 by February 1 oZ eaca year. 

23 Se~. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 5 of this Act shall be 

24 ef~ective July I, 1938. 

25 EXPLANATION 

26 The bill expands the defini~ion of "multidisciplinary team" 

27 to apply to dependent adult abuse for the purposes of the 

28 dependent adult abuse registry; corrects a reference to make 

29 the def~nition of "dependent adult abuse" applicable to the 

30 entire chapter in place of a single section; defines 

31 "dependent adult and "caretaker"; directs the department of 

32 human services to include in the currently existing program 

33 relating to the provision of services in dependent adult abuse 

34 cases the establishment of multidisciplinary teams, provisions 

35 for information sharing and case consultation among service 
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providers, case providers, and victims, and procedures for 

referral of cases among service providers; mandates the 

reporting of dependent adult abuse by health practitioners, 

social workers, certified psychologists, peace officers, in­

home homemaker/home health aides, and individuals employed as 

outreach persons; corrects a reference to multidisciplinary 

teams to reflect the new definition; makes unlawful the 

discharge of, suspension of, or disciplinary action agaillst a 

mandatory or VOluntary reporter of dependent adult abuse, a 

10 person participating in the evaluation of instances of 

11 dependent adult abuse, or a person participating in judicial 

12 proceedings relative to the instance of dependent adult abuse, 

13 based solely upon the person's reporting or participation; 

14 requires the department of inspections and appeals to cdopt 

15 rules to require licensed health care facilities to separate 

16 an alleged abuser from a victim prior to complet;on of an 

17 investigation of the allegation; directs the department of 

18 elder affairs, in cooperation with the department of human 

19 services, to conduct a public information and educction 

20 program; directs the department of human services, in 

21 cooperation with the department of elder affairs and the 

22 department of inspections and appeals, co institute a program 

23 of education and training for persons who may be in contacl 

24 with dependent adult abuse; requires that the continuing 

25 education required pursuant to the chapter of the Code 

26 regarding continuing professional and occupational ecucat:on 

27 include, for a licensed professional providing care or service 

28 to a dependent adult, education regarding dependent adults and 

29 dependent adult abuse; directs the department of inspections 

30 and appeals to provide training to investigators of depende~t 

31 adult abuse cases; defines wanton neglect of a dependent 2dult 

32 and establishes the penalty for this offense as a serious 

33 misdemeanor; defines support and establishes the penalty fer 

34 the offense of nonsupport of a dependent adul.t as a class "0" 

35 felony; requires that if a more serious charge than waneon 

-8-
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1 ne'llEct or nonsupport ;s ma-Je against a person charged with 

2 eith~r of tr.ese off~nses, the person be charged with the more 

3 serious offense; directs ~he legislatlve fiscal bureau to 

4 mOllitor the programs estaDlished regarding dependent adult 

5 abuse to project the effect of the prrvisions relative to 

6 workload and performance standards of the departments involved 

7 anj oir:?cts the DHPilU tc report its :'i.:dings to the general 

8 asse~Dly by Februarj" 1, :983 and also directs the bureau to 

9 continue to monit0r Ind report its fir.dings after the 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

eUective 

ef2ecti..,e 

dace for mandatory 

date for rranda::::>ry 

reporting; 

reporting 
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PAGE FIVE, MARCH 31, 1987 HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

HOUSE FILE 660 
FISCAL NOTE 

UESTED BY REPRESENT,\TIVE HARPER 

In compliance with 
for HOUSE FILE 660 
in developing this 
Bureau to members of 

a written request received March 25, 1987, a fiscal note 
is hereby s"bm;tted pursuant to Joint Rule 17. D~t~ "s~d 
fiscal note are available from the Legislative pi.cal 

the Legislature "pon request. 

House Fi Ie 660 mandates the report ing of suspected abu,;" cases of the 
dependent adult population by health practitioners, soci81 workers, 
psychologists, and other service providers. Section 1 defines the terms used, 
such as dependent adult, abuse, and health practitioner. Section 2 state~i 

that a multidisciplinary team shall provide leadership at the local and 
district le'le"ts for the delivery of services to ab\!!i~ victims. Depart:nent of 
Inspections and Appeals shall adopt rules separatine abusers from victims in 
health care facilities. The Department of Human Service" shall conduct 
training both to staff, and to other pe<sons who come in cont~c! with 
dependent adult abuse. This becomes effective July I, 1988. 

Piscal Impact: ---
This analysis 
impact on the 

is based on the following assumptions which have a material 
cost analysis presented below. These assumptions include: 

A. With the introduction of mandatory reporting, other state, have a rate of 
3.2 reports per 1,000 persons over age sixty. Iowa has 538,000 perS<Jns over 
sixty. Assuming the reporting rate will be similar in Iowa, 1,090 additional 
reports will be made for the population over sixty years old. This is a 1737. 
Lnc<ease over the expected number of reports for this population (630). 

8. It is assumed that the increase in abuse reports for those over sixty will 
be the same for those persons aged eighteen to sixty. The el<pected "",,,ber of 
reports for this population wiLhout mandatory reporting is 320. With 
reporting, 553 additional reports are expected for per"ons aged eighte~n to 
sixty for a total of 1,643 new reports. 

C. The el<pected increase witl not occur immediately. Fifty to seventy-five 
percent of the new reports will occur in fiscal year 1989, or approximately 69 
to 103 new reports per month. This becomes .. n eighty-six (86) to one hundr~d 
and twenty-nine (129) percent increase over the current number of reports. An 
average of these two figures is used below. 

D. The number of reports 
inc<ease an additional ten to 
the following analysis. 

expected in fiscal 
twenty-five percent. 

year 1990 
This is not 

is expected to 
represented In 

E. These projections do not include the institutionali7.ed population. 

F. Th~ Departments of Inspections and Appeals and Public Health report thM 
HF 660 will have no fiscal impact to their operations. 

- I -
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P~GE SIX, MARCH 31, 1987 HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

Paqe Two, Fisci31 ~ot.e, House F'iJe 660 

EXPENDITUReS 
Sa.laries $ 196,873 $ 196,873 $ 0 $ 

(FTE's) (5.0 ) (5.0 ) 0 
Other 9,000 9,000 0 

Total $ ~05 ,873 $ 205,873 $ --0 $ =.== =,='= 

Source: Depa,J:'"tment of Human Services 
Department of Inspecti.ons and Appeals 
Department of Public Health 

FILED 1-ll\RCH 30, 1987 BY DENNIS 

Fiscal Year 1989 
Current'-'pr-oposed 'Incr-cas~ 

Law Law (Dec rea $e) 

196,873 $ 393,895 $ 197,022 
(S.O) 03.0) (8.0) 
9,000 22 ,BOO 13,800 

205,873 $ 416,674 $ 2l0,8Uf :---=- =-,=-:-:: === 

(LSa 28981<, CAR) 

PHOU'l'Y, FlSC7I.L DIRECTOR 



HOuSE F'Ii,E 660 
11- 3470 

C &~er.d Ho~se File 660 as follows: 
2 1 page!, line :8, by s~:iking the word "c::Je:" 

4&.. 3 and ins. erting t!":e fol:cwi:-:<;: "c:t'':lei u:-:reasoccab:e". 

~~",{-3470, FT!rSD Ht ... ~CH 3C, ll)87 BY SP~/;F uf Lee 
tfd.~ 3/;1/Y1 Cd· '1U) 

HOUSE FILE 660 
H-3471 

1 Amend House File 660 as follows: 
2 1. Page 6, line 27, by striking !:he '~crd ":no['a:''' 
3 and inserting the ~ol:owing: "emotional". 

:!'Y SPEi\E of Les 

HOUSE FILE 660 
H-3477 

" ~~end House File 660 as follows: 
2 L. Page 1, by striking li:-:es 3: t!":rough 34 and 
3 inserting the following: 
4 ub.--pn~-depri~at~en-ot-the-m±ni~~~-!ood,-~hereer, 
5 eiot~~nq7-~cper¥i~~en7-?h7~icai-and-mentai-hee:i:t~ 
6 eere7-~~d-other-e~~e-~eee~~d~y-eo-mat~~~~"-~-ee~e~ee~t 
7 ad~~e~~-~iEe-o~-he6~th-a~-a-~e~~±t-oe-the-Be~~-~~ 
8 omi~~:i:on~-oE-the-de?enden~-8dc!t~" 
9 2. By ren~mbe ring as necessa ry. 
11-3477 FILt:D MARCIl}O, 1987 flY SPEI\R of [,cc 

__ w/1:5 "lSI (1 W,) 

HOUSE FILl:: 660 
11-3478 

1 Amend nouse f~le 660 as follows: 
2 1. i?age 6, line 25, by stri~.i:'lg r:he word "person" 
3 and inserting t~e following: "caretaker". 
4 2. Paoe 6, line 26, !:>v strikino the 'Nord "person" 
5 a "d :nsel'"'~:nc ;.~..::.. ':O~I""l=-g' "ca'e";'~Je'" J. .... ~ ~~"J """1:::" I.. _J..,-,~ .. • .. '-ct ..... L • 

6 3. ?age i, :ine 6, :,y inserting a!,~pr the :icc:re 
7 1'2A'1 the following: I, a~d "caretaker" ~ea~s a -
8 caretaker as defined in sec:ion 235B.i, s~bsectior. 
9 2B". 

1 'lRi 



HOUSE FILE '* f.D 
BY COMMITTEE ON HU~~N RESOURCES 

(AS Amended and Passed by the House March 31, 1987) 
P.....;J---Z;;.-D ;:- .4.:1-. /6'f .,..j$ k 7 

~ Passed House, "lb.,h:Cj /,n7Passed Senate, Date 'l-b1k7(; N'S"') 

Vote: Ayes 

Date 

;{,:. Nays ,b Vote: Ayes .31 Nays _-'--',-I __ 

Approved }<N ,}, 1'7£ 1 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to dependent adult abuse, providing penalties, 

2 and establishing an effective date. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE fILE 660 

S-3460 

1 
2 

Amend House File 660, as ane~ded, passed and 
reprinted by the House, ~s follOws: 

l. Page 4, lines l3 and 14, by s~riking the words 3 
4 "state department of inspec~io~s and appeals" and 
5 inserting in lieu tnereof the following: "iowa 
6 deoa~~men~-of-ptlbi~e-~eai~h state ceDartme~t of 
7 inspections and apoeals.". 

S-3460 
Filed April 8, 1987 c: ~ +I:A I /117 (?f. , .. s" ) 

BY AI- STURGEO" 

HOUSE TILE 660 

S-3539 

fu~end House File 660 as a~ended, passed ar.d 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by striking lines 2 and 3 and 
4 inserting the following: 
5 "NEW SUBSECTION. 2A. "Dependent adult" for the 
6 purposes of this chapter means a person sixty years of 
7 age or over who is unable to protect the". 

S-3539 
Filed ADril 14, 1987 
~.,f oj. "'/;"(11 NJ'f-J 

BY BEVERLY A. HANNO" 
JULIA GE~jTLEHA~ 

HF 660 

pf/pk/25 



S.P. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 235A.13, subsection 9, ~s amended to 

2 read as follows: 

3 9. "Multidisciplinary team" means a group of individuals 

4 who possess knowledge and skills related to the diagnosis, 

5 assessment, and disposition of child abuse cases and who are 

6 professionals practicing in the disciplines of medicine, 

7 public health, mental health, social work, child development, 

8 education, law, juvenile probation, or law enforcement, or a 

9 group established pursuant to section 235B.l, subsection 3, 

10 paragraph "a". 

11 Sec. 2. Section 235B.l, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 

12 amended to read as follOWS: 

13 1. As used in this ~eet±o~ chapter, "dependent adult 

14 abuse" means: 

15 a. Any of the following as a result of the willful or 

16 negligent acts or omissions of a caretaker: 

17 (1) Physical injury to or unreasonable confinement or 

18 e~ael unreasonable punishment of a dependent adult. 

19 (2) The commission of a sexual offense under chapter 709 

20 or section 726.2 with or against a dependent adult. 

21 (3) Exploitation of a dependent adult which means the act 

22 or process of taking unfair advantage of a dependent adult or 

23 the adult's physical or financial resources for one's own 

24 personal or pecuniary profit by the use of undue influence, 

25 harassment, duress, deception, false representation, or false 

26 pretenses. 

27 (4) The deprivation of the minimum food, shelter, 

28 clothing, supervision, physical and mental health care, and 

29 other care necessary to maintain a dependent adult's life or 

30 health. 

31 b. The deprivation of the minimum food, shelter, clothing, 

32 supervision, physical and mental health care, and other care 

33 necessary to maintain a dependent adult's life or health as a 

34 result of the acts or omissions of the dependent adult. 

35 Sec. 3. Section 235B.l, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

-1-
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the following new subsections: 

NEW SUBSECTION. 2A. "Dependent adult" means a person 

3 eighteen years of age or older who is unable to protect the 

4 person's own interests Or unable to adequately perform or 

5 obtain services necessary to meet essential human needs, as a 

6 result of a physical or mental condition which requires 

7 assistance from another, or as defined by departmental rule. 

8 NEW SUBSECTION. 2B. "Caretaker" means a related or 

9 nonrelated person who has the responsibility for the 

10 protection, care, or custody of a dependent adult as a result 

11 of assuming the responsibility voluntarily, by contract, 

12 through employment, or by order of the court. 

13 Sec. 4. Section 235B.l, subsection 3, Code 1987, is 

14 amended to read as follows: 

15 3. The department of human services shall operate a 

16 program relating to the 

17 dependent adult abuse. 

providing of services in cases of 

The program shall emphasize the 

18 reporting and evaluation of dependent adult abuse of an adult 

19 who is unable to protect the adult's own interests or unable 

20 to perform or obtain essential services. The program shall 

21 include: 

22 a. The establishment of multidisciplinary teams to provide 

23 leadership at the local and district levels in the delivery of 

24 services to victims of dependent adult abuse. A team shall 

25 include a membership of individuals who possess knowledge and 

26 skills related to the diagnosis, assessment, and disposition 

27 of dependent adult abuse cases and who are professionals 

28 practicing in the diSCiplines of medicine, public health, 

29 mental health, social work, law, law enforcement, and other 

30 disciplines relative to dependent adults. Members of the team 

31 shall include, but are not limited to, persons representing 

32 the area agencies on aging, county attorneys, health care 

33 providers, and others involved in advocating or providing 

34 services for dependent adUlts. 

35 b. Provisions for information sharing and case 

-2-



S.F. H.F. 

1 consultation among service providers, care providers, and 

2 victims of dependent adult abuse. 

3 c. Procedures for referral of cases among service 

4 providers, including the referral of victims of dependent 

5 adult abuse 

6 Sec. 5. 

residing in licensed health care facilities. 

Section 235B.l, subsection 4, paragraph a, Code 

7 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

8 a. A health practitioner, as defined in section 232.68, 

9 who examines, attends, or treats a dependent adult and who 

10 reasonably believes the dependent adult has suffered dependent 

11 adult abuse, shall report the suspected abuse to the 

12 department of human services. If the health practitioner 

13 examines, attends, or treats the dependent adult as a member 

14 of the staff of a hospital or similar institution, the health 

15 practitioner shall immediately notify the person in charge of 

16 the institution or the person's designated agent, and the 

17 person in charge or the designated agent shall make the 

18 report. 

19 A self-employed social worker, a social worker under the 

20 jurisdiction of the department of human services, a social 

21 worker employed by a public or private agency or institution, 

22 or by a public or private health care facility as defined in 

23 section 135C.1, a certified psychologist, a member of the 

24 staff of a mental health center, a member of the staff of a 

25 hospital, a member of the staff or employee of a public or 

26 private health care facility as defined in section 135C.l, or 

27 a peace officer, who, in the course of employment, examines, 

28 attends, counsels, or treats a dependent adult and reasonably 

29 believes the dependent adult has suffered adult abuse shall 

30 report the suspected abuse to the department of human 

31 services. An in-home homemaker/home health aide or an 

32 individual employed as an outreach person shall report 

33 suspected adUlt abuse to the department of human services. If 

34 a person is reguired to report under this section as a member 

35 of the staff or employee of a public or private institution, 
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1 agency, or facility, the person shall immediately notif~the 

2 person in charge of the institution, agency, or facility, or 

3 the person's designated agent, and the person in charge or the 

4 designated agent shall make the report. 

5 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. A Any other person who believes that a 

6 dependent adult has suffered abuse may report the suspected 

7 abuse to the department of human services. 

c - ;.c' 8 PARAGRAPH DIVIDED. The department shall receive dependent 

9 adult abuse reports and shall collect, maintain, and 

10 disseminate the reports pursuant to sections 235A.12 through 

11 235A.24 by expanding the central registry for child abuse to 

12 include reports of dependent adult abuse. The department 

13 shall evaluate the reports expeditiously. However, the state 

14 department of inspections and appeals is solely responsible 

15 for the evaluation and disposition of adult abuse cases wi:hin 

16 health care facilities and shall inform the department of 

17 human services of such evaluations and 

18 Sec. 6. Section 235B.l, subsection 

19 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

dispositions. 

4, paragraph b, Code 

20 b. The department of human services shall inform the 

21 appropriate county attorneys of any reports. County 

22 attorneys, law enforcement agencies, multidisciplinary teams 

23 a~-def±~ed-±n-seet±en-~35A~t3,-~tlbseet±en-9, and social 

24 services agencies in the state shall cooperate and assist in 

25 the evaluation upon the request of the department. County 

26 attorneys and appropriate law enforcement agencies shall also 

27 take any other lawful action necessary or advisable for the 

28 protection of the dependent adult. 

29 Sec. 7. Section 235B.l, subsection 7, is amended by adding 

30 the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

31 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. It shall be unlawful for any 

32 person or employer to discharge, suspend, or otherwise 

33 discipline a person required to report or voluntarily 

34 reporting an instance of suspected dependent adult abuse 

35 pursuant to subsection 4, cooperating or assisting the 
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1 department of human services in evaluating a case of dependent 

2 adult abuse, or participating in judicial proceedings relating 

3 to the reporting or assistance based solely upon the person's 

4 reporting or participation relative to the instance of 

5 dependent adult abuse. A person or employer found in 

6 violation of this paragraph shall, upon conviction, be guilty 

7 of a simple misdemeanor. 

8 Sec. 8. Section 2358.1, Code 1987, is amended by adding 

9 the following new subsections: 

10 NEW SUBSECTION. 8. A person, institution, agency, or 

11 facility required by this section to report a suspected case 

12 of a dependent adult abuse who knowingly and willfully fails 

13 to do so is guilty of a simple misdemeanor. A person, 

14 institution, agency, or facility required by this section to 

15 report a suspected case of dependent adult abuse who knowingly 

16 fails to do so is civilly liable for the damages proximately 

17 caused by the failure. 

18 NEW SUBSECTON. 9. The department of inspections and 

19 appeals shall adopt rules which require licensed health care 

20 facilities to separate an alleged dependent adult abuser from 

21 a victim following an allegation of perpetration of abuse and 

22 prior to the completion of an investigation of the allegation. 

23 Sec. 9. NEW SECTION. 235B.2 INFORMATION, EDUCATION, AND 

24 TRAINING PROGRAMS. 

25 1. The department of elder affairs, in cooperation with 

26 the department of human services, shall conduct a public 

27 information and education program. The elements and goals of 

28 the program include but are not limited to: 

29 a. Informing the public regarding the laws governing 

30 dependent adult abuse and the reporting requirements for 

31 dependent adult abuse. 

32 b. Providing care givers with information regarding 

33 services to alleviate the emotional, psychological, physical, 

34 or financial stress associated with the care giver and 

35 dependent adult relationship. 
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1 c. Changing public attitudes regarding the role of a 

2 dependent adult in society. 

3 2. The department of human services, in cooperation with 

4 the department of elder affairs and the department of 

5 inspections and appeals, shall institute a program of 

6 education and training for persons, including members of 

7 provider groups and family members, who may be in contact with 

8 dependent adult abuse. The program shall include but is not 

9 limited to instruction regarding recognition of dependent 

10 adult abuse and the procedure for the reporting of suspected 

11 abuse. 

12 3. The content of the continuing education required 

13 pursuant to chapter 258A for a licensed professional providing 

14 care or service to a dependent adult shall include, but is not 

15 limited to, the responsibilities, obligations, powers, and 

16 duties of a person regarding the reporting of suspected 

17 dependent adult abuse, and training to aid the professional in 

18 identifying instances of dependent adult abuse. 

19 4. The department of inspections and appeals shall provide 

20 training to investigators regarding the collection and 

21 preservation of evidence in the case of suspected dependent 

22 adult abuse. 

23 Sec. 10. NEW SECTION. 726.8 WANTON NEGLECT OR NONSUPPORT 

24 OF A DEPENDENT ADULT. 

25 1. A caretaker commits wanton neglect of a dependent adult 

26 if the caretaker knowingly acts in a manner likely to be 

27 injurious to the physical, mental, or emotional welfare of a 

28 dependent adult. Wanton neglect of a dependent adult is a 

29 serious misdemeanor. 

30 2. A person who has legal responsibility either through 

31 contract or court order for support of a dependent adult and 

32 who fails or refuses to provide support commits nonsupport. 

33 Nonsupport is a class "0" felony. 

34 3. A person alleged to have corr~itted wanton neglect or 

3S nonsupport of a dependent adult shall be charged with the 
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1 respective offense unless a charge may be brought based upon a 

2 more serious offense. in which case the charge of the more 

3 serious offense shall supersede the less serious charge. 

4 4. For the purposes of this section, "dependent adult" 

5 means a dependent adult as defined in section 235B.l. 

6 subsection 2A. and "caretaker" means a caretaker as defined in 

7 section 2358.1, subsection 2B. 

8 Sec. 11. MONITORING AND REPORTING. The legislative fiscal 

9 bureau shall monitor the reporting of dependent adult abuse. 

10 the conducting of dependent adult abuse investigations, and 

11 the workload and performance of the personnel of the 

12 department of human services and department of inspections and 

13 appeals regarding dependent adult abuse investigators in order 

14 to project the effect of the provisions of this Act relative 

15 to workload and performance standards of the departments. The 

16 bureau shall report its findings to the general assembly by 

17 February 1, 1988. The department of elder affairs. department 

18 of human services. and department of inspections and appeals 

19 shall cooperate with the legislative Eiscal bureau in the 

20 implementation of this section. Following its initial report. 

21 the legislative fiscal bureau shall continue the monitoring 

22 program, and shall report the findings to the general assembly 

23 by February 1 of each year. 

24 Sec. 12. EFFECTIVE DATE. Section 5 of this Act shall be 

25 effective July 1. 1988. 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

SENA,",E A.V,E::-JDMENT ,",0 1i0C;SE: ;:'I LE 660 
E-3887 

1 A.~er.d House File 660. as amended, passed and 
2 ~eprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. page 4. lines 13 and 14, by st~iking the words 
4 "state department o~ ir.spec~:'ons and appeals" and 
5 inserting in lieu thereof tne following: "~owa 
6 de?a~t~ent-of-pnb~~e-hea±tn state deoarcffient oE 
7 inspections and appeals". 

H-J887 FILED APRIL 21, 1987 RECEIVED ;:'ROM THE SENATE 
t.1~ -"-~ 'f~7 /9 7 (If IG H) 
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AN ACT 

Rt:t.A7ING TO DEPENDENT ADULT ABUSE. PROVIDlNG PENALTIE;S. AND 

ESTABLISHING 1\.>": EPfECTIVE DA1'E. 

BE It' ENACTED S'i 1'HE GENERAL ASSEM9L'i Of 7HF. S1'AT£ OF IC'~A: 

Section 1. Section 235A.13. subsection 'L Code 1987. is 

a~ended to read as follows: 
9. ""'.ultidisciplinary team" means a gro~p of individuals 

who possess ~nowledge and s~ills related to the diagnosis. 

asses$Qent. and disposition of child abuse cases and who are 

professionals practicing in the disciplines of oedicine, 
p~bllc health. mental health, social work. child development, 

education, law, juvenile probation. or law enforcementL-2!-! 
group established pursuant to section 2358.1. subsection 3. 

P.!!.!9.!. aph "a". 
Sec. 2. Section 2358.1. subsection 1. Code 1987, is 

anended to read as follows: 
1.. As used in this seeeten Chapter. "dependent adult 

abuse" !!'IeanSl 
a. Any of the following as a result of the willful or 

!'Icgli.qent acts or oreissions of a caretaker: 
{l) Physical injury to or unreasonable confinenent or 

e~~ei unreasonable punish~ent ot a dependent adult. 
(2) The co~issLon of a sexual offense under chapter 7Q9 

or section 72E.2 with or against a dependent adult. 
(3) Exploitation of a dependent adult w~ich means the act 

a. process of taking unfair advantag~ of a dependent adult or 

the adult's physical 0: financi.!l resources for onc's own 

personal or pecuniary profit by the use of undue influence, 
~ara5s~ent. duress, c~ception. false cepresentation. or false 

pretense!>_ 

" • 
Hou~e file 66D. p. 2 

l~) Tn~ deprivation of: the mini(TI\jm food. 5h~lter. 

clothir.q. supervision. phY3ic<:tl and r.tent.al health care. and 

oth~r care necessary to ~alntaln a deper.dent adult's l.fe or 

health. 
b. The deprivation of the !I1inimurn food. shelter. clothing. 

supervision. physical and mental health care. dnd other care 

necessary to naintain a depp.ndent adult's life or health as a 

result of the acts or oMissions of the dependent adult. 
Sec. 3. Section 2J~,B.l. Code 1987. is anended by acdin9 

the follo .... ing ne .... subsections: 
NEW SUBSECTION. lA. "Oepend~nt adult" means a person 

ei9hteen years of age or older who is ()r.abl~ to protec~ the 

person's c· ... o interests or unable to ad{!quately perform or 

ootain services necessari' to r_eet essential hUll':an needs, as a 

result of a physical. or r,ental condie: ion which requires 

assistance from another. or as defined by departmental rule. 
NEW SUIlSEC1'ION. 28. "Caretaker" means a related or 

nonrelated person .... ho has the responsibility for the 
protection, care. or custody of a dependent adult as a result 

of assuming the responsibility voluntarily, by contract. 

through employ~ent. or by order of the court. 

Sec. 4. Section 2358.1. subsection 1. Code 1987, is 

amended to read as follows: 
). The department of )luman serVlces shall operate .a 

program relatin9 to the rrovidinq of services in cases of 

dependent adult abuse>. l'he program shall e!TIphasize tr.~ 

reporting and evaluation of dependent adult abuse of a:; adul~ 

who is unable to protect the adult'~ own interests or ~nable 

to perforll\ or obtain essential services. !'I}~ oroqralft. shall 

inc!.ude: 
~]'he ~stablishlft~.!l!..-<:!t m.ul!_~.4.isci~~~ms to orov~ .. ~ 

leadership~!!.~....!.occll_-,!~dist~l.£!.....l~.vels l!' the de~£~ 
se~~.es to victims of~.nde_nt adult _~~~use. A team shall 

i.r,cl.ud.~. a members_!!..~..E_.2..r:....indi ... id~dls ~":'n£.J2Q!.sess knowlecg!...~nc 
sk,q_l...s related to th~ diagno~~s, asses~.C!'~and di~E2Htion 

:I: 
." 
a> 
a> 
o 
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II~HJ~e FI:'f' 6&u, p. 

~_ ,~"p:,.!,_~~=!!.--.!o:l_~).~ _a~u.~~_~~~:. ~r),; ~:'? _ ~!5:--E.r.ct ess ~ on~ l.::': 

pr cl C:!:.. ~ c i r''3.._.i:'l ~~_(.:!.!...:c;..~_~.?ll ::..£~ __ .9!. "C'~!i .. si::~. '" r>l~:! ~ .i_.£..l!e.~, ~!. 

~~~ :-'eal t.nI- .. soc1 ,; :' ... ':"'0-' "-; .. ---.i:..-!::'.' _.) a.':.... '-'n~~..!:.c_~:::!.f!.!"1_~.'~!l~.£..t_h_~ 

ci~ ;>.c_ip). i_I)~!:...£.l<":t_i._v~~~_Q.~l('r!t ~d~l}tS. Membe!..~~_tJ!.! __ t£cl:n 

!.f:l_~} .1 .... ~ oc 1 ude , ~:-!:~.~ ~ e r.ot.) _i~.i t ed_.t~9.. __ ££...r sons---.!_~.?rese_n~~ 

the ~~.~_....!9~_1}S~"~2-::'" <!.9Afi~-::_~~"!.~l.~::.o.r.'l~iS .~ec'tl.~h ca.~~ 

£'!OV 1 de~..!!.!...- ~1_\9 ::>t tI~ r.§: __ i .. r~.v9.!..::'.£~_).:-. a~~~.{l.~_~_r'?.9. ?.!.....£.£..9y_i 9 i ",9 

~_e:l/iC'p.s fo~_.£~p_e.ndl':1t ad~..1~ 

~_:. __ ~....!() ... i3i9!~~. _~_or infc.~~~ion ?I.'.~_(ini dnd C:::~ 

con~\; i. t.~.t ,1.91) amC'n'i. __ ~~~:: i ct.·~. 9y.~d(>r s. .C~ £.':._.2.ro\l l dp. ;'§...!..._~ :16 

y.!ct irs of ?~~p''::.ndent .~.;1.9.1.~....!.£.~~: 

~:._ .. ~E2.£edur_e!, f,?X :I:.'fe~.~b !.~~!J~~ ... amonq_;';.~.rY ice 

pc 0\1 i dec s ' •. i. r.c 1 o...:d ~ :::<.L.;;~~ ref ~ f _r a.!..2!~.!.£.U~~ __ c f de"p'~ndef!S. 

adu~.': abuse res~~i:l~~~.'i"..!~s.ed he!:,_~!}! care f.i!piliti~~..:.. 

Sec. S. Se.::t1cn 23:'P..1, $ubsec:icn ·1, parcl9raph a, Code 

1987, IS amended to cead as follOWG: 

.1. A hcalt~ .2.~~~ctitlon!=..!! .. ..!s defi.~.eJ~~.tj.on 232.68, 

!'!\O eXclll'.ine~/_ .. atti'nds,. 9£ .. t:ecl!L.~~d.£pendent adult a.nd .... 11'2 
~~~nab~~!ves thp. c~Eendent ad~~t has ~uffered dependen! 

~~'e..':!~~! Sh<l~.!._r.~p?rt th~ __ ~~spected abuse to the 

deQart:nent of h·J:'"lcln ser.~~ces. _H the h.ealth practitionet:. 

C:.'xaI:'U~~:-, atter.~~L.~r trp.<1t~ the c!e.E:~.!}pent <l~~~E_~ .. :::'£!'Iber 

2.!.._!.~s..l..~~f cf a .. ~~9.~!lJ.~2.L~i~~.!..!.!.....}~.!-itut...!.2-'" the n.~~l~h 

PL<!.~~ i ':: i one r._s.~~.!:..~ ir.m~:...2:' ~::"~.:.:........!!£.~ .... !.f y_.: tip. ....P~ r son i!!..... C~~.!...9.!.. '?( 

~_;.~~!J.tutioll.~-r .~~.....r.!!().n..:.s desig0.~.tcd a9~.r:.~.! <lnd .. t..:':.£ 

p~ r .~o:-. i n c.~!.a.c 3!.......::...£.~ .~~ ... ~ £.!.!.~ (~,~:; ,?d .. ~."1£.~.!-... s.~~:!!!,:~. t hi! 

~.9 .. r.!....:. 
~~.~t· __ ~.:-:nP..!:::.x~-! ... ~o'::.!al "O~~~.~.' .!......~.E-;ial~~~.r 'Jndl!.!.~.~.~£ 

J~'!.:.i SCI c..!...::....C?r:.':. 5?~ ~ he .~!"-:f.~.r : If·.e n.::.......0! .. !}.~r~ ... 5....~~.~.~_.~Oc i ~.~ 

work~.r .. Clhp....!.:?.Y!.<] .?j:".~.E..l~! ~.~ __ ~ ?ri\'cl.~~_ dge:"!::1.. 2.!.. i.:-lS~~H~.':_ion.~ 

2~._.9L~~~.~.i._£_?~ .fr.iya ,:e h!A~ t~ care.1 ~.c:.U~!~~.Las: .. def i !!~d .i~ 

sec!;i9.t. 13S~:""':'.: . ..!1 cel"t;if.....~e.~~2: .. ?.9_s~, ,1 ~;~..!~.be:.- oL_tt.e 

:>tdf.!. .• 9J_.~ nent.:,) .. '!t! .... ~.....s!...f!.t~r., a ~e:nbcr o~ ;.:J.~ .. staff . .?.!~ ~ 

~9;>:'p~<!' .. '!1'-'.~~..£.~ ·:A .J:~'t .. 5:ta(f or ... e~Eloye~~.[. a olOb~.i....c:........£!. 

E..!....~~~~. h~~~.s.~r~. ~aci..!.!...!..:i .<l:~_~e(ir·.!!1 .. i:"! sec~.i.9n I15f.:..! .... t.-.9.E. 

~~.')U5,,! rd~ 560. p. " 

:!. . .?~.£~ o~ f)C;.~~.E...!.... :-~.0.~ .. ~..!!.._~ .CC:l:.f s.(·.......£~p.l.~~nt.L . .!.~<!~~ n.~~, 

~P.-fl~S, .~oun5~.!....:!.! .. 0r. t~~a.':.E.. a dp.'per.9~:1~ <ldu!~.~ reaso~.~·oi.l 

~?.£...!.i.~,-:~.~ . t!!~~l?~nc~.r:~. a.du.~~ [las s\~.f :€'r~2. . .!.'!.1.!.l ~ _~P.'!.~~ shal.l. 

!.~i(OC t ~.E'~ .~.~C;.~~.!>~5.1} to ~.t!(> dp.p.'!.::.~.mcr.t __ ..£!......h~~~~ 

~ ~.r...::i£.c_5.....:........_!,_ry .. in .... ~~.£ ho:'" e~ k ~ :..I.hoft'.e .~~ .. I.";.h ... a..i~ t?.:._.~ n 

indi.Y..!.~~!l~~l.?~ . .....!~ ... ~~ out rp.~.~J:l ... .E(!rson _~.~l L...!...e"p£'!""!: 

~uspec!~5i '!1.u..!.!: .. ~}JUS(~ tc!. ~.~~..E.!lJ .. t_n:t.~.~~ of huma!"l_servlces.: If 

~.'p.(!rson 1.;>. ~.~.s.!!.5.r~..!.£........~<?~.t .. und~ .. t.I.!.~_section~..!...s .. a nC"mb~t 

£..t. tht.· staff Of em..P!..9.Y.£.£.......2..~ .'p:-!bl ic ...2.!.........ri.\late i,-,,?.~.i.~.':.lticn, 

!\genci'.' .. or fa..£.~ 1.~~J"I~ .p(>rson .. 1!!.~~11 i.:nD:Iedia.~~}.:t_!!2.!...!..~ ... ~.~.E.' 

t:lEt.rson_i.!"'. ~.I}.!!..2L~~:,!~.l:.}_t~~ .~.g~.ncy, or ~acility, ::It 

thp. .P~!30!l ·~ .. ~e-;;J...s..n'lt:~r.! .. ,!~.!......a.n~_t tle per g~=)_.!.!.'~~ .. o!... ~h_'=. 
g_~:!...t~.d aoent ~hall rt'a.ke thp re-p9 .. r.~ ... 

!:~GRAPH .f?.IV1DEI:!. A Any otD~.!: person who bel ieves that a 

dependent adult has suf~ered abuse maio report the suspected 

abuse to the departrient of hur.an ser\l~ces. 

PAR~lGRAPH ~.I.y}DED. 'the depar trnent shall receive dependen~ 

adult abuse reports and shall collect, maintain, and 

disseminate the reports pursuant to sections 235A.12 throu9h 

21SA.2q by expanding the central re9istry for child abuse to 

i Tlcl ude report s of dependen t adu 1 t abuse. The depar tment 

shall evaluate the reports expeditiously. However, the to_c 

ciepc!'tl!'.ent-of-ptlbHc-hedth ~!..!..U!F.artment of ill!£ectlons 

an~_.apoeaJ:.~ is solely resp-:>nsible for the evaluat ion and 

dispOSition of adult abus~ cases within health care faciIit~es 

and shal~ info[n the ~epa~tment of human services of such 

p.v~luations ana d1spositlcns. 

Sec. 6. Section 2358.1, subsection 4, paraQraph b, Code 

1987, LS anend~d to rea~ as follows: 

b. "The departr.ent cf human services sha:l infor=" the 

approp'ia~€.' counti' attorneys o~ any rer...orts. County 

attorr.eys, law enforcerr.en":. agencies, multidisC1plinary tearr.s 

a~·deft~~d-i"-see~ton-i3~A~t3T-stlb~eetto"-9, anc social 

services agencies in the state shall cooperate- and assist ~~ 

the eval~ation upon the tequest of the department. County 
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attorneys and appropriate law enforcement agencies shall also 
take any other lawful action necessaty Ot advisable for the 
protectio~ ot the dependent adult. 

Sec. 7. Section 2358.1. subsection 7. Code 1987, is 
amended by acding the following new unnumbered paragraph: 

~~~ UNNUM~ERED PARAGRAPH. It shall be unlawful for any 
person or employer to discharqe. susp~nd. or otherwise 

diSCipline a person required to report or voluntarily 
reporting an instance of suspected dependent adult abuse 

pursuant to subsection 4, cooperating or ussisting the 
departr"_ent of human services in evaluating a case of dependent 
adult abuse, or participating in judic,al proceedings relating 
to the reportlnq or ass,stance based solely upon the person's 

reportlng or participation relative to the instance of 
dependent adult abuse. A person or employer found in 

violation of this paraqraph shall, upon conviction. be guilty 
of a si~ple misdemeanor. 

Sec. 8. Section 2l5B.l, Code J987. is amended by adding 
the following new subsections: 

~lEW SUBSECTION. 8. A person, institution, aqency, or 
facility required by this section to report a sU8pected case 
of a dependent adult abuse who knowingly and 'Jillfully fails 
to do so is guilty of a 5~mple misdemeanor. A person, 
inStltution, agency, or facility reqUired by this 5ection to 
repo:t a suspected case of dependent adult abuse who knowingly 
fails to do so is civilly liable for the damages proxi~ately 
caused by the failure. 

NEW_~ECTIO~. 9. The depart~ent of inspections and 
aypeals shall adopt rule. which require licensed health care 
facilities to separate an 4lleqed dependent adult abuser fro~ 
a victl~ following an allegation of perpetration of abuse and 
prier to the completion of an investigAtion of the alleqau'on. 

Sec. 9. ~TION. 2358.2 INFORMATION, EDUCATION. AND 

TRAINING PROGRAMS. 

-
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1. The department of elder affairs. in cooperation with 
the depart~ent of human scrVlces, shall conduct a public 
information and education prcgram. fhe elenent5 and goals of 
the progran include but are not l:mited to: 

a. Informing the public regarding the laws govern1ng 

dependent adult abuse and the reporting require~ents for 
dependent adult abuse. 

b. Providing care givers with information regarding 
service~ to alleviate the e~oti0nal. psychological, physical. 

or financial stress associated with the care giver and 
dependent adult relationship. 

c. ChClnqing !?,ubli.c ,1ttitlldes regarding the role of a 
dependent adult in society. 

2. The department of h'.lman services. in ccoperat1on .... ith 
~he depart~ent of elder affairs and the department of 
inspections and appeals, shall institute a progran of 
education and training for persons, including o::.embers of 

provider qroops and family Members. who ~ay be In contact with 
dependent adult abuse. The program shan include but is not 
limited to instruction regarding recogonition of dependent 
adult abuse and the procedure for the reporting of suspected 
abuse. 

3. The content of the contint..:.lng education required 

pursu.lnt to chapter 2S8A for a 1 icensed profeSSional providinc; 
care or service to a dependent adult shall include, but is not 

limited to. the responsibilities. obligations, powers, and 
duties of a person regardinq the reporting of suspected 

dependent adult abuse, and training to aid the professional 1n 
identifying instances of dependent adult abuse. 

4. The departmp.~t o( ~~spections and appeals shall proviae 
tr~inin9 to investigators reqardinq th~ collection a~d 

preservation of eVldence In the case of suspected d~?endent 
adul t abuse. 

Sec. 10. NEW SE_CTIq~J. 726.8 h'M-nON NEGLECT OR t..'Oh'SUPPORT 

or A DEP£NO£NT ADULT. 

::I: 
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A caretaker com...,its IoIdf'.tOIl neglect. of d :!epf!nden-: adult 

If the caretak~r ~nowlnqly acts In a ~~nnec li<~ly to bp 

injurious :0 the physical. mental, or e~o:ioncll welfare of a 

dependent ddult. Wanton neglect ot a dependent aduil is d 
5('1' ious !I'Ilsdem(!4nO!. 

2. A person wtlO has legal responsibilIty eithel' tnrouqn 

contract or court order for support of a deppndent ao ... lt a:'ld 

who fails or refuses to provide support cor'llTlit.$ nonsuppor:::. 

Nonsupport is a. class "0" fel;:,oy. 

3. A pecsor. alleged to have corn.:nitted .... anto;': neglect. or 

nonsupp~ct of a dependent adult shaLL be charged with the 

respective offense unless a charge klay be i>roug~t baspd u?:':ln (': 

more serious offense, in which case the Charge of the rt':)r(> 

serious offense shall supersede the less serious charqe. 

4. For the purposes of this section, "dependent adult" 

Means a dependent adult as defined in section 23SB.l, 

sUbsection 2A, and "caretaker" means a caretillke: as defined in 

section 23~B.1, subsection 2B. 

Sec. 11. HONI'i'O!UNG A~l[) REPORTING. Tne legislative fiscal 

bureau shall monitor the reporting of dependent adult abus~, 

the conducting of dependent aault abuse investigations, and 

the workload and p~rformance of the personnel of the 

departrnent of human servi.ces .lnd depattrnent of inspectlOn!; a:'lc 

appeals regarding dependent adult. abuse ir.vestiqators in order 

t.o project trw effect of the prOvisions of thi!l Act reJet:Vf! 

to \o1orkload ilnd pe:forl",ance st.andards of the deparcment!.. ~~"t"t. 

bureau shall report its (inding8 to the general "sse:"lbiy by 

february 1, 1986. The departr:_ent of elder affairs, dep<\(ttrlen~ 

of human servicos. and dt.·part(1"_ent of inspections dncS app .. ,::d't. 

shall cooper~te with the !egislati~e fiscal bureau in the 

itnpletrlenrAticn of this seetlan. foLcwing :'ts i;;itial rep.)~t. 

the lC!(jislaUve tiscal bureau shal~ contiTlue the r:.oni.torln<) 

prograo, and shall report tile finciinqs to the general dsseno)y 

by February 1 of each yeac. 

H('u~~ rl~e ~60. p. 8 

Sec.:l. ,.;!"n:cn\.'~ Of,rL S,~<:tion ~ of this Act shall bE' 

effec:,~e July :, lie~ 
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