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MAR 2 & t987 

Place On Calendar 

J !'-'.A­HOUSE FILE ~l!2...~ 

BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

(Formerly House File 305)-

Passed House, Date 1-1-l?7VI6]<') Passed Senate, Date 

Vote: Ayes :! 7 Nays ,? Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

An Act relating to civil actions by removing the one hundred mile 

limit on subpoenas to witnesses in civil cases, by limiti~g 

the award of attorney's fees in small claims act"o~sr by 

requiring actions to be brought in small claims Court in a 

court having actual jurisdiction. and by providing a cause of 

action against a person filing certain false claims on real 

property. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE O~ IOWA: 

TLSB 2920HC 72 

mfjscj14 



H.F. 

1 Section 1. section 622.66, Code 1987, is amended to read 

2 as follows; 

3 622.66 HOW FAR COMPELLED TO ATTEND. 

4 wilnesses in civil cases cannot be compelled to attend the 

5 district or s~~~~to~ appellate court out of the state where 

6 they are served7-~o~-5~-a-ot3~a~ee-of-~ore-~~en-o~e-htlndr~d 

7 ~i~es-fro~ ~he-~iaee of-~~eir-re~idenee7-or-freM-~hat-where 

B ther-ar~-se~.ed-with· &-stlh~oena7-tlnle55-wi~hin-the-3ame 

9 eotln~:r. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 625.22, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

11 follo .. 's: 

12 625.22 ATTOkNEY'~ FEES -- COSTS. 

13 When judgme~t is 'ecovered upon a written contract 

14 containing an agreement to pay an attorney's fee, the court 

15 shall allow and tax ~s a ?art of the costs a reasonable 

16 attorney's fee to be determinerl by the court. 

17 In an action against the maker to recover payment on a 

18 dishon.ored checlc or <.r;ccOt, as defined in sect5.on 554.3104, the 

19 plaintiff, if successfui, may recover, in addition to all 

20 other CC3t3 or surch~rges provided by law, all court costs 

21 incurre~. ~ncluding .1 rea~o~able atLorney's f~e. or an 

22 in~ividual 5 co~t of proc=ssing a small claims recovery ~tl~h 

21 a~-ie.·~-~ime-and-tpan5por~a~ion-e05~s-frOffl-~he-Ma~ep-ef-t~e 

24 ~hp=k er-d~Bft. How?vet, attornev's fees shall not be awarded --- .,,,.-,-.-.~--

25 under section 631.14 to a persun 'lho in t.he re9u~ar course of 

L0 busi!1~~s ,_take-os <J.ssiqr'.ment,s o .. ~._instrlim~nts---.?£._~ccounts K_~rsuant 

27 to .~.~.f'~.er 539. Only actual out-of-po·:;ket expenses ir:curred 

28 in o~~.!iining the 5m2.'.1 cleim recovery shall be awarded to the 

29 assignee. Any ~tleh additional charges shall be determined by 

30 the court. If the defendant is successful in the action and 

31 the court determines the action was frivolous, the court may 

32 award the defendant reasonable attorney's fees. 

33 Sec. 3. Section 631.14, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

34 follows: 

35 631.14 REPRESENTATION IN SMALL CLAIMS ACTIONS. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Actions constituting small claims may be brought or 

2 defended by an individual, partnership, association, 

3 corporation, or other entity. In actions in which a person 

4 other than an individual is a party, that person may be 

5 represented by an officer or an employee. A person who in the 

6 regular course of business takes assignments of instruments or 

7 accounts pursuant to chapter 539 L which assignments constitute 

8 small claimsL may bring an action on an assigned instrument or 

9 account in the person's own name and need not be represented 

10 by an attorney, provided that the action is brought pursuant 

11 to chapter 616, regardless of whether challenge is made to 

12 venue by the defendant. Any person, however, may be 

13 represented in a small claims action by an attorney. 

14 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 649.9 SLANDERING TITLE TO REAL 

15 PROPERTY. 

16 A person shall not use the privilege of bringing an action 

17 to determine and quiet the title of real property under this 

18 chapter for the purpose of slandering the title to real 

19 property. If the court finds that a person has brought an 

20 action under this chapter for the purpose of slandering title 

21 to real property, the court shall award the defendant all 

22 costs of the action, including attorney fees to be fixed and 

23 allowed to the defendant by the court, and all damages 

24 sustained by the defendant as a result of the action. 

25 EXPLANATION 

26 This bill makes changes to the Code regarding certain civil 

27 actions. 
28 Presently the Code contains a one hundred mile limitation 

29 on the distance that an Iowa witness to a civil case may be 

30 compelled under subpoena to attend court. This bill removes 

31 that restriction. 

32 This bill provides that a person bringing an action in 

33 small claims court as an assignee of a claim under chapter 539 

34 shall not be awarded attorney's fees. An action brought 

35 pursuant to chapter 539 must be brought in a court having 

-2-



1 act~a~ jurisdiction in ~h~ matter even though the defendant 

2 fails to cGmplain ab,·ut where the action is brought. 

3 This bill provides that if the court determines that a 

4 person has brought an action to determine and quiet title to 

5 re~l property for th~ purpose of ~la~dering title to the real 

6 property, the person will be liable to the person defending 

7 the action fer ull t~e defendant'~ costs, including attorney 

8 fees to be fixed by the court, and all damages sustained by 

9 the d~fendant as a result of the action. 
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'i\CE F:LEVP,,;, APRI!, 7., :987 !!orSf: CLIP SEEl-:T 

,.a'I-F,SR 

'\'" 1 Amend amendment. H-3520 to Ho'l.lsc 655 a~; 
2 
3 
4 

5 
6 

a 
q 

10 
1 ' • • 

14 
15 
16 
17 

follows: 
1. Page 

following: 
1, by inserting after line 13 the 

"Sec. . Section 537.7102, subsoction I, ~ode 
1987, is amended to r.ead as follow's: 

1. "Debt" means an actual or alleged obligation 
arising out of a cons~er c!"edit transaction, or a 
transacticn which WQ';jld have been a consllil1er credit 
transaction either jf a fi~ance charge was made, if 
the obligation was not payable ~n illstallments, if a 
lease was fo~ a terrr. of four mon~hs or less, or if ~ 
lease was of an interest i~ la~d. A debt includes 
a check as defined in section 5~4.3l0~ given in a 
transactio:) which WaS a consur.-:er creel t sale or i;"l 
a transaction which ~'ould have been a consumer crcdi t 
sale if cred~t was granted and it a finance charge 

18 was made." 

!i-3~58 F'ILE:.:D !\?i?IL J., ;.9:)7 
. "o·)m-" ~(J I" ~") ! \ .. 1, J. J. r...... ~ 

BY !~CM~EL o~ Benton 
.s\}A~':'Z. c:: iJ~ar's::(-J.: 



!lOUSE fILE G5S 

1:-1476 

1 Amend House File 655 as follo;;s: 
2 1. Page 1, line 16, by inserting after tr:c word 
3 "court" the following: 'which ~s not ~n excess o! one-
4 thu'd of the judgrr,ent". 

Ii - 3 4 76 l'I LED MMI.CE1 0, 1987 
'1';/7 ...,/, (t 1':>3~ ) 

, , 
HOUSE 

of Cr.c-rok('(? 

rILE 655 

J!·3')20 
1 ~~end House File 655 as fo;lOWS{, 

. 2 1. Page 1, by inserting a.ter lne 32 the 

3 following: b ,tion 5, paragraph 
"Sec J. Section 537.7103, s~ sec ' 

4 c Code i987, 1S amended to read as fo110w5:
1
'ec' 

5 'c The collection of or the atte~pt to co" ~, 
6· 11 a. -he debt collector s 
7 from the debtor a part or a .~', both o. the 
8 fcc for services rendered, unless tfte ' • 

<) followi:19 are. apnlicable: '1 related to the actions 
10 (1) The fee is reasonao.v 

1 1 taken by the debt collector: ~, 1 c t 
12 (2) The debt collector ~s le;:ad Y e,ntit e 0 

.13 collect the fee from the deetor. 
14 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

11-3520 FILED MARCH 31, 1987/ j,. BY HUt-U-1EL of Benton 
/, ,J ,7: r .,J--< .?~ 3<;,53 "-1/, S 7 
(A~~ .......,....... . .4~rvt- ~{ 

I (;t. /0/"') 

C' HOeSE ?ILE 6S5 

1 Amend amendment, H-3520, :0 House f~le 655 as 
2 follows: 
3 
4 

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 1 the 
following: 

5 " Page 1, by striking lines 22 through 24 and 
f) lnserting the following: "individua:' 5 cost of 
• processing a small claims recovery suc~ as lost time 
8 and transportation costs :ro~ the maker of the chec< 
~ 0r draft. However, lost time and transoortation costs 

10 of an assignee shall not be awarded". . 
11 Page 1, line 28, by strlKir.c the word 
12 "sharI" and inserting the word "~" >-
13 2. Page 1, by inserting after line 13 the 
: 4 followi ng: 
15 " . Page 2, by striking lines 10 through 12 and 
16 inserting the following: "by an attorr:ey, provided 
17 that in an action brought to recover-payment on a 
18 dlshonored check or draft, as defined in sect:on 
19 554.3104, the action is brought 1n the county of 
20 !€sidence of the maker of the cheCk o:'cra:t or 1n ~he 
21 s;ounty where the draft or cr;eCK was :.rsT.presented.· 
22 Any person, however, may be"." 

!i-j:-")')3 F:::"ED APRIL 1., 1987 
.. \L.>J?7ED ('"It /03') __ v 

-~~.------------



HOUSE FILE: ".!'..G' 
BY COMMITTEE ON JUDICIARY 

AND LAW ENFORCEMENT 

(AS Amended and Passed by the House April 1, 1987) 

~ Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes 
Oa te <f-!Mtrz f •. «w ) 

u 
f?? Nays __ 1 __ 

Approved 

A BIll FOR 

Passed Senate, Date 4. /.C ?Z(! 13 ... s) 

Vote: Ayes ¥k Nays __ ~o ____ _ 

1 An Act relating to civil actions by removing the one hundred mile 

2 limit on subpoenas to witnesses in civil cases, by limiting 

3 the award of attorney's fees in small claims actions, by 

4 requiring actions to be brought in small claims court in a 

5 court having actual jurisdiction, and by providing a cause of 

6 action against a person filing certain false claims on real 

7 pro!?erty. 

8 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE "J.!El.;o~1E~:T ':'0 HOUSE F1LE 655 
H-3871. 

Amend House File 555 as a:ner:ded, passed, a;~d 
2 reprinted by the House as ~0110ws: 
3 i. Page 3, by striking lir.es 3 chrough 13. 
4 2. Title page, by striKi~g line 3 and :ns2rcl~g 
5 the following: "the award of lost time and 
6 
7 
8 
9 

tta~sportation costs in small claims ac~ionst il:~d bv!1. 
3 'T" -1 b··.. .­. .lc~e page, y strlk:ng ~~nes 5 throUOh 7 and 

inserting the followi!lg: I!court having actu~i 
jurisdiction. If 

H-3371 ,OILED .~PRIL 20, 1987 
tiv>~ -&-u.-~~"'; 4/-l. /)17 (]f /(",,) 

J 

RECEIVED iHO~ TH~ SE~AT~ 

19 
20 

21 

22 

23 

TLSB 2920HC /2 

:nE/SC/fi.._.~ 



S.P. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 622.66, Code 1987, ~s amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 622.66 HOW FAR COMPELLED TO ATTEND. 

4 Witnesses in civil cases cannot be compelled to attend the 

5 district or s~~e~ior appellate court out of the state where 

6 they are served7-~or-at-a-~~stanee-of-more-thB~-o~e-h~~~~ed 

7 mi~es-from-the-p~aee-of-the~~-~egi~e~ee7-or-from-that-whe~e 

8 they-are-se~~e~-w~th-B-gMb~oe~a7-M~~egs-within-the-game 

9 eoanty. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 625.22, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 625.22 ATTORNEY'S FEES -- COSTS. 

13 When judgment is recovered upon a written contract 

14 containing an agreement to pay an attorney's fee, the court 

15 shall allow and tax as a part of the costs a reasonable 

16 attorney's fee to be determined by the court. 

17 In an action against the maker to recover payment on a 

18 dishonored check or draft, as defined in section 554.3104, the 

19 plaintiff, if successful, may recover, in addition to all 

20 other costs or surcharges provided by law, all court costs 

21 incurred, including a reasonable attorney's fee, or an 

22 individual's cost of processing a small claims recovery such 

23 as lost time and transportation costs from the maker of the 

24 check or draft. However, lost time and transportation costs 

25 of an assignee shall not be awarded under section 631.14 to a 

26 person who in the regular course of business takes assignments 

27 of instruments or accounts pursuant to chapter 539. Only 

28 actual out-oE-pocket exnenses incurred in obtaining the small 

29 claim recovery may be awarded to the assignee. Any slieh -30 additional charges shall be determined by the court. If the 

31 deEendant is successful in the action and the court determines 

32 the action was frivolous, the court may award the defendant 

attorney's fees. 33 reasonable 

34 Sec. 3. Section 537.7102, subsection 1, Code 1987, is 
x-.~'\:"~-,-~~~--=.:c=:~.~-_":_' _ _ ""'-: .• ~ ... 

35 amended to read as follows, 

-1-



S.P. H.::. 

1 1. "Debt" means an actual or alleged obligation arising __ ~.== .j .x .. ,',a & .... '''''-:---'!'"~-' -,-..-- '-~'_ .• __ .,...- "" _. '<,~.-,.. ,_~_. '_'_"""'~ 

2 out of a consumer credit transaction, or a transaction which 
... ;er;z=-'---, """1." "~~.~-.:..~ ........ _ ....... ~ ___ ,~-___ .', • ..:--; ... _~~_ • _M ." ... ~ __ •• _~ •• _._~ 

3 would have been a consumer credit transaction either if a 
- =~~_;~~-a6:"""':;';; •. ,:..·, .. ·_v ...... ~ .. ..:, • .:.>-- ____ •• _ .~~~ •••• ,_,;..,_ ...... _/# • ..;. ___ '_'"_. rn"-'~ 

4 finance s:;arg;.. v;;;:. made, if t;!';;_~tion w~....!.;:?~.£&b.,~n 
5 installments, if a lease was for a term of four months or 

:ar::: n=... :'IT.= _ .Z:-'c'''~'' , ...... ~...:.-:~~ 

6 l~ss, or if a lease was cf an interest in land. A debt 
~ ttT ~_ _ ;~'_.::~.:;~.!. iOnt ... ::":':' 

7 includes a check as defined in section 554.}i04 given in a 

..., t '~.a1'.,::;;_ ~'''''''''.:~.:" 

11 

12 

Section 537.7103, subsection 5, paragraph c, Code 
............ =rrr:;. ;:a;o.:-"'" W;:::g" •. ;;;;o:::c;:o.:;s-;:T=~ 

1987, is amended to read as follows: 

13 c. The collect ion of or= tl;.e attempt to collec::..! rom.,;;~;. 

14 debtor a part or all of the debt collector's fee for services 
".,. .... 

1S rendered, unless the both of the following are applicable: 
:&:.r. -= .. ':""&r:'-~ 

16 (1) the fee is reasonably related to the actions taken by 
~. 

19 fee from the debtor. 

20 Sec. 5. Section 631.14, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

21 follows: 

22 631.14 REPRESENTATION IN SMALL CLAIMS ACTIONS. 

23 Actions constituting small claims may be brought or 

24 defended by an individual, partnership, association, 

25 corporation, or other entity. In actions in which a 

26 other than an individual is a party, that person may 

person 

be 

27 represented by an officer or an employee. A person who in the 

28 regular course of business takes assignments of instruments or 

29 accounts pursuant to chapter 539, which assignments constitute 

30 small claims, may bring an action on an assigned instrument or 

31 account in the person's own name and need not be represented 

32 by an attorney, provided tha~ in an action brought to recover 
.-

33 payment on a dishonored check or dT.aft.! as definec(il! -;':;'2tJ.'~ 
c:o.,.,.~ ., ...... ;:a: :ore ,,,,",'1=-=-. __ • ... 

34 554.3104, the action is brought in the coun::y oL~.~idence o~ 

35 the maker of the~'c~ko'"; draft--;~-·--;:~e .. c;:m.Y~~r.~;e~~ 
. rs:c--' .,.--;. 

-2-



S.F. H.F. 'S'S 

1 draft or check was first presented. Any person, however, may 

2 be represented in a small claims action by an attorney. -3 Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 649.9 SLANDERING TITLE TO REAL 

4 PROPERTY. 

5 A person shall not use the privilege of bringing an action 

6 to determine and quiet the title of real property under this 

7 chapter for the purpose of slandering the title to real 

8 property. If the court finds that a person has brought an 

9 action under this chapter for the purpose of slandering title 

10 to real property, the court shall award the defendant all 

11 costs of the action, including attorney fees to be fixed and 

12 allowed to the defendant by the court, and all damages 

13 sustained by the defendant as a result of the action. 
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:~-3538 
EO~jSE r:LE 655 

1 A..'1lenc H::n:.se :i::"~ 5SS as ame~dE;od, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the H~use as :oil~ws: 
3 •. Page 3, by s:riking ll~es 3 through 13. 
4 2. Title page, by striking line 3 and inserting 
5 the following: "the award of lose time and 
6 t:ansoortation costs in small claims actions, and by". 
7 3.' Title page, by striking lines 5 through 7 and 
8 lnserting :he following: "court having actual 
9 jurisdictio~s.'t 

5-3538 
Filed Aoril 14, 1987 
~ ;j/5/5'1(, iJ.V> 

5-3563 

3Y IUCHARe> VARN 
TOM NANN, JR. 

20CJSE F:LE 655 

Amend House file 655 as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted oy the House as :ollows: 
3 1. Page 3, by s~riking lines 3 through 13. 
4 2. Title page, by striking line 3 and insertinc 
5 the following: lithe award of lost time and -
6 transportation cos:s ~n smal: claims ac:ions, and by"~. 

,67,' 7 3. Title page, by stri.i<ing L:1es 5 ~hrouoh 7 and 
:~ inserting t~e ~o:lowi~g: l1 cour : having ac:u~~ 

9 jurisdictions." 

5-3563 
Filed Aprll 14, 1987 
j,/,cy >'/is (" 1.3..>.<) 

BY RICHARD VARN 
TOM ~lANN, JR. 

, , 



• 
HOUSE F"1I.E 655 

AN ACT 

l(HAlIl-'G TO CIVIL ACTIONS B'i R£~VI~G TKE OtH: HUNDRED ~ILE 

LDUT ON SUBPOENAS TO ',HTNESSf.S IN CIVIL CASES, Bf I.IMI'TING 

'THE AWARD 0 .. LOST 'TIME AND TRANSP()R'TATJON coStS [N $!>'.ALr, 

Cl.AI~.S Ac"T[O~S, AND 8" REQUIRING AC"rIONS TO 8E BROUGH1' IN 

SMALL CI.AIMS COUR!' IN A CO~RT HAVIt<G ACTUAL JURISDICTION, 

DE n ENACTED Bi' 'THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 'THE STATE or IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 622.66. Code 1987, is amended to read 

as fellows: 
622.66 HOW fAR COMPf:l,LED TO ATTEND, 

Witnesse~ in civil cases cannot be c~pelled to attend the 

<:!istri<:t or ~'cIperi-ot' ~.u._ate court out of the state ~here 

they .1 re se rvedT-not" ·-lI':-e-dietAnee-oE-It.ot'e-than-or'le-handt'ed 

~i~e~-ft'o~-the-pia=e-of-theit'-re~ider'lcei-or-from-that-where 

they_are_eeryed_wi~h_a_e'clbpoenft'_'cInle~s_within_the_5aMe 

coanty. 
Sec. 2. Section 62S.22. Cede 1987. is ar.'lended to read as 

follo'0I5 : 
62S.22 ~T~RNtY'S FEES -- COSTS. 

Whe~ judqment 15 recovered open a written contract 

c~ntai~in9 an aqreerent to pay an .1ttorne'l's fee, the court 

shall allow and tax as a part o( the cost.s 8. reasonable 

attorn~y's fee to be detercnined by the court. 

In ,l~ actioI"', aqainst the Claker to recover paynent on a 

dishonored check or draft. as defined in section 5S4.3l04, the 

p~ainti(f, I~ successful, rnay recover. i.n addit~on to all 

other ~osts or surcharqes provided by law, all court costs 

incurrp.(!, inc~uding a redsonable attorney's tee. or an 

individual's cost of processing.l small claiG"ls recovery R<Jch 

as lo!)~ time and transportation costs frolll the maker of the 

:;.heck oc draft. HO\J~'!.~~..! .. l.C:?~~_.l2.r:':I~ . ....!.!l_<l: .. ~ .. ~_a~...!l..a...!j._~r;_.£~.~ 
~ ..!.....~£...... d._~~~~.~ .. _!, ha ~ 1 _::r~~ .. ~_'t .. ~:~.~.!....<!~.~...E !'..~~~!"" .. _~e c t ~.9~1.~ .. _!_~..!"~-=--.! 

• 
Hcu~~ FIle 6S~. p. 

£.~.: 3..'!.!'_~!l~!.. ~ .~e ... !'!"CJ.u} :"...!......S9Y..!..~~. _~ t ..t!\~ ;c;. I. ~,~..:.~ __ ~ '! ~ ~>.~_s..!i'.i...9.. ~ I!'!.r'!. t.~ 

o( __ ~ ~!.!.!.u_~.~.ry.~~_~~ .. ~£~~.r~.t~~.~.r. !!!l~,!~_ ~£. <?I:' .• ~p.t.!..r __ .S.~."!.~ .. _52 . ."} ~ 1. 

~~_~~ ~ OU t -'?!..-. .12~5"~~~ .. .!!'_~'.r.~.:~~_i.~~~~l .. r . .!~ ~ .~~t .. ~'_i_~ .. 0_9 ... ~.~~~:.. ~."!a.~.! 
~J.~.!-E~.L~s.?ve ry .. ~_a"y",,£,~. ~·=,-,!.!..,!~~~£ .. ~h~. assi~~!~ .. 
addi.tional ch'Hges shall ~e determined by thp. 

Any ~I;te'" 

court. If the 

defendant is successful In the action and the c;")urt determines 

the action waR fr.ivolou~, t.he court may award t:lt' d£fcnc.ant 

reas.onable attorney's f.-:(:!;. 
Sec. 3. Section 537.';:1,)2. subs-ec;ticr, I, C<:de 1987, is 

amended to read as fo110"'s: 
1, ·Debt" tr,eans an actual or a!le,;!ed ohliqation arisinq 

out of a conSUMer credit transaction. or a transaction which 

would have been a consu'.l'r credit transaction either if a 

(i~ance charge was ~~de. I~ the obligatIon was not payable ir. 

installments, if a lease was fora term of four months or 

less, or if a lease vas of an :'nterest i.n land. £t deb~ 
.!..!!.£.~.~du a .. ~~l"C~ ~~_ def i-".~Q-.i..'l.. ~.~9t. io0.S.i.:l~g~y~~~ 
tran.~action 'oIhich _,:!~~~9nsur.,~:£ ... c:-ec.lt .. ~~.':2~':~! .. ~ 
transaction_~_hich would ha~e be~n_~_con~~~r credit sale if 

credit was 9r.~!!ted ,,"n~.~ __ fi:-,a'lS:.E!: .. .£.h~.~_.w~~. rrade ... 
Sec. 4. Section 537.7103, subsection ~, paraqraph c, Code 

1987, is amende~ to read as follows: 

c. The collection of 0: the atte~pt to collect from the 

debtor a pact or all of the debt collector'!) (ee for serViCl's, 

rendered. unl ess the :~ . .c2~.~L.!.!'.!....f~! 10"" i n9_ ~...!:.L~E..!.~cab:' p.: 

ill. The fe~_il!......!.£.~~.~Y......!.!_I:.~_~.~£.~.~ .. _~tion~~.taken by 

~~~_s..o11ec_~?..!_ •. 
ill_~~.~ debt collector is leqcl~ly er.titl'!.'d t') collect the 

fee from the debtoc, 
Sec. 5. Section 6)1.14. Code 1987. is arrendec to read as 

(ellows: 
631.~4 REPRf:SEl'TATI01: IN S.u"';LL CL;"I~S ACTIONS. 

Actions constitutln9 snail c!aimt ndY De brought or 

defended by an i~dlvldual, par~nerShl? aSSoclat~on. 

corporatior.. or other ent:t'l' In act~.:ns i;'l ·.It\lch a person 

other It·.an an ~r.divldual :s .1 paoty, :ha:: pe~soll may be 

:t 
-n 
Ol 
U1 
U1 



House File 655, p. 3 

represented by an officer or an employee. A person who in the 

reg~lar course of business takes assignments of instruments or 

accounts pursuant to chapter 539 L which assignments constitute 

small claimsL may bring an action on an assigned instrument or 

account in the person's own name and need not be represented 

by an attorneYLl2Iovided that in an action brought to reCOver 

oayment on _~di~honored check or dedft, as defined in section 

554.3l04, the action is brouoht in the county of residence of 

the maker of the check or draft or in the county where the 

draft or check was firs~_Qresented. Any person, however, may 

be represented in ~ small claims action by an attorney. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

JO ANN Z IM~IERMAN 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 655, Seventy-second General Assembly. 
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Chief Clerk of the House 
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Governor 
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