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1 An Act relating to the acquisition, development, promotion, and 

2 management of land for recreation trails. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENE~~L ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Amend House File 575 as follows: 
2 1. Page 3, line 1, by striking the words "or 
3 emine~t domain". 
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S.P. H.F. 575 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. lllE.l STATEMENT OF PURPOSE --

2 INTENT. 

3 The general assembly finds that recreation trails provide a 

4 significant benefit for the health and well-being of Iowans 

5 and state visitors. Iowa has a national reputation as a place 

6 for hiking, walking, and bicycling. The use of recreation 

7 trails has a significant influence on Iowa's economy. Iowa's 

8 scenic landscapes, many small communities, and existing 

9 natural and transportation corridors are ideally suited for 

10 new recreation trails to support recreation and tourism 

11 activities such as walking, biking, driving for pleasure, 

12 horsebac.i( riding, boating and canoeing, Skiing, snowmobiling, 

13 and others. 

14 The general asse~bly finds that a program shall be 

15 established to acquire, develop, promote, and manage existing 

16 and new recreation trails. The objective of a statewide 

17 trails program shall be for the state to acquire and develop 

18 two thousand miles of new recreation trails and completion of 

19 existing trail projects before the year 2000. 

20 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 111E.2 STATEWIDE TRAILS DEVELOPMENT 

21 PROGRAM. 

22 The state department of transportation shall undertake the 

23 following programs to meet the objective stated in section 

24 111E.l: 

25 1. Prepare a long-range plan for the acquiSition, 

26 development, promotion, and management of recreation trails 

27 throughout the state. The plan shall identify needs and 

28 opportunities for recreation trails of different kinds having 

29 national, statewide, regional, and multicounty importance. 

30 Recommendations in the plan shall include but not be limited 

31 to: 

32 a. Specific acquisition needs and opportunities for 

33 different types of trails. 

34 b. Development needs including trail surfaCing, restrooms, 

35 shelters, parking, and other needed facilities. 
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S.F. H.F. S7S 

1 c. Promotional programs which will encourage Iowans and 

2 state visitors to increase use of trails. 

3 d. Management activities including maintenance, 

4 enforcement of rules, and replacement needs. 

5 e. Funding levels needed to accomplish the statewide 

6 trails objectives. 

7 f. Ways in which trails can be more fully incorporated 

8 with parks, cultural sites, and natural resource sites. 

9 2. The plan shall recommend standards for establishing 

10 functional classifications for all types of recreation trails 

11 as well as a system for determining jurisdictional control 

12 over trails. Levels of jurisdiction may be vested in the 

13 state, counties, cities, and private organizations. 

14 3. The state department of transportation may enter into 

15 contracts for the preparation of the trails plan. The 

16 department shall involve the department of natural resources, 

17 the Iowa department of economic development, and the 

18 department of cultural affairs in the preparation of the plan. 

19 The recommendations and comments of organizations representing 

20 different types of trail users and others with interests in 

21 this program shall also be incorporated in the preparation of 

22 the trails plan and shall be submitted with the plan to the 

23 genera!. assembly. The plan shall be submitted to the general 

24 assembly no later than January 15, 1988. Existing trail 

25 projects involving acquisition or development may receive 

26 funding prior to the completion of the trails plan. 

27 The department shall give priority to funding the 

28 acquisition and development of trail portions which will 

29 complete segments of existing trails. The department shall 

30 give preference to the acquisi~ion of trail routes which use 

31 existing Ot abandoned railroad right-of-ways, river valleys, 

32 and natural gteenbelts. Multiple recreational use of routes 

33 for trails, other forms of transportation, utilities, and 

34 other uses compatible with trails shall be given priority. 

35 The department may acquire property by negotiated purchase 
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".--1 or eminent domain and hold title to property for development 

2 of trails. The department may enter into agreements with 

3 other state agencies, political subdivisions of the state, and 

4 private organizations for the planning, acquisition, 

5 development, promotion, management, operations, and 

6 maintenance of recreation trails. 

7 The department may adopt rules under chapter 17A to carry 

8 out a trails program. 

9 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. lllE.3 INVOLVEMENT OF OTHER 

10 AGENCIES. 

11 The department of natural resources, the Iowa department of 

12 economic development, and the department of cultural affairs 

13 shall assist the state department of transportation in 

14 developing the statewide plan for recreation trails, in 

15 acquiring property, and in the development, promotion, and 

16 management of recreation trails. 

17 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. lllE.4 FUNDING. 

18 To achieve the purposes of this chapter, the state 

19 department of transportation, other state agencies, political 

20 subdivisions of the state, and private organizations may use 

2' funds from the following sources: 

22 1. Funds appropriated by the general assembly. 

23 2. Private grants and gifts. 

24 3. Federal grants and loans intended for these purposes. 

25 EXPLANATION 

26 This bill establishes a program to be undertaken by the 

27 state department of transportation for ~cquiring, developing, 

28 promoting, and managjng a system of statewide recreation 

29 trails fot walking, biking, driving for pleasure, horseback 

30 riding, boating and canoeing, skiing, snowmobiling, and other 

31 recreation activities. The state department of transportation 

32 will administer the program and may enter into agreements with 

33 other state agencies, political subdivisions of the state, and 

34 private organizations for completing portions of the program's 

35 activities. A statewide plan will be prepared to provide 
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~ 1 long-term guidance for funding and completion of the statewide 

2 trails program. 
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S.F. 

1 Section 1. 

2 INTENT. 

H.F. 

NEW SECTION. - l' E -..:.. .!. • ~ STA::2Y.E~T Of' P:;RPOSE --

3 The general assembly finds thac recreation trails previde a 

4 significant benefit for the health and well-being of Iowans 

5 and state visitors. Iowa has a national reputation as a place 

6 for hiking, walking, and bicycling. The use of rec~eation 

7 trails has a significant influence on Iowa's economy. Iowa's 

8 scenic landscapes, many small communities, and existing 

9 natural and transportation corridors are ideally suited for 

10 new recreation trails to support recreation and tourism 

11 activities such as walking, biking, driving fer pleasure, 

12 horseback riding, boating and canoeing, skiing, snowmob:ling, 

13 and others. 

14 The general assembly finds that a program shall be 

15 established to acquire, develop, promote, and manage exis~ing 

16 and new recreation trails. The objective of a statewide 

17 trails program shall be for the state to acquire and develop 

18 two thousand miles of new recreation trails and completion of 

19 existing trail projects before the year 2000. 

20 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 111E.2 STATEWIDE TRAILS DEVELOPMENT 

21 PROGRAM. 

22 The state department of transportation shall undertake the 

23 following programs to meet the objective stated in section 

24 lllE.l: 

25 1. Prepare a long-range plan for the acquisition, 

26 development, promotion, and management of recreation trails 

27 throughout the state. The plan shall identify needs and 

28 opportunities for recreation trails of different kinds having 

29 national, statewide, regional, and multicounty importance. 

30 Reco~~endations in the plan shall include but not be limited 

31 to: 

32 a. Specific acquisition needs and opportunities for 

33 different types of trails. 

34 b. Development needs including trail surfacing, restroo~s, 

35 shelters, parKing, and other needed facilities. 
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1 c. Promot~onal programs which wi:l e~courage Iowans ane 

2 state visitors to increase use of trails. 

3 d. Management activ~t~es including maintenance. 

4 enforcement of rules. and replacement needs. 

5 e. Funding levels needed to accomplish the statewide 

6 trails objectives. 

7 f. Ways in which trails can be more fully incorporated 

8 with parks, cultural sites, and natural resource sites. 

9 2. The plan shall recommend standards for establishing 

10 functional classifications for all types of recreation trails 

11 as well as a system for determining jurisdictional control 

12 over trails. Levels of jurisdiction may be vested in the 

13 state. counties, cities. and private organizations. 
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3. The state department of transportation may enter into 

contracts for the preparation of the trails plan. The 

department shall involve the department of natural resources. 

the Iowa department of economic development. and the 

department of cultural affairs in the preparation of the plan. 

The recommendations and comments of organizations representing 

different types of trail users and others with interests in 

this program Shall also be incorporated in the preparation of 

the trails plan. The plan shall be submitted to the general 

assembly no later than July 1. 1988. Existing trail projects 

involving acquisition or development may receive f~nding prior 

to the completion of the trails plan. 

The department shall give priority to funding the 

acquisition and development of trail portions which will 

complete segments of existing trails. The department shall 

give preference to the acquisition of trail routes which use 

existing or abandoned railroad right-oE-ways. river valleys. 

and natural greenbelts. Multiple recreational use of routes 

for trails. other forms of transportation, utilities. and 

other uses compatible with trails shall be given priority. 

34 The department may acq~ire property by ~egotiated purchase 

35 or eminent domain and hold ::tle to property:for developmenc 
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1 of trails. The department may enter intc agreements wi~n 

2 other state agencies, political subdivisions of the s~ate, and 

3 private organizations for the planning, acquisi~ion, 

4 development, promotion, management, operations, and 

5 maintenance of recreation ~rails. 

6 ~he department may adopt rules under chapter 17A to carry 

7 out a trails program. 

8 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. lllE.3 INVOLVEMENT OF OTH~R 

9 AGENCIES. 

10 The department of natural resources, the Iowa department of 

11 economic development, and the department of cultural affairs 

12 shall assist the state department of transportation in 

13 developing the statewide plan for recreation trails, in 

14 acquiring property, and in the development, promotion, and 

15 management of recreation trails. 

16 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. lllE.4 FUNDING. 

17 To achieve the purposes of this chapter, the state 

18 department of transportation, other state agencies, political 

19 subdivisions of the state, and private organizations may use 

20 funds from the following sources: 

21 1. Funds appropriated by the general assembly. 

22 2. Private grants and gifts. 

23 3. Federal grants and loans intended for these purposes. 

24 EX ? LANA':rr ON 

25 This bill establishes a program to be undertaken by the 

26 state department of transportation for acquiring, developing, 

27 promot:ng, and managing a system of statewide recreation 

28 trails for walking, biking, driving for pleasure, horseback 

29 riding, boating and canoeing, skiing, snowmobiling, and other 

30 recreation activities. The state department of transportation 

31 will administer the program and may enter into agreements with 

32 other state agencies, political subdivisions of the state, and 

33 private organizations for completing portions of the program's 

34 activities. A statewide pla~ will be prepared t~ prov:de 

35 long-term guidance for funding and ccmplet:on of t~e 5tatew~de 

36 trails program. 

-3- LSB 2735HC 72 
bk/sc/14 

• 

• 

• 



--
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AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE ACQUISI7ION. DEVELOPMf.NT, PROMOTION, A~O 

MANKG~~ENT OF LAND FOR RECREATION TRAILS. 

S"p. IT ENAC'l't;D BY THE GENERAL ASSfJotSLY OF' THE STA'i'i:: OF IOWA: 

Section 1. NE~_~ECTIO~. 111!:.1 STATEY.ENT Of' PURPOSE _ .. 
INTENT. 

The general aSSet::lbly finds that recreation trailfl I~rovide '" 
significant benefit 

and state visitors. 

fOI' hiking. waning, 

for t~e health and wp!1-beir.9 of Iowans 

Iowa nas a l1ationa~ [t::putat ic:. as ,~ pla.:e 

and bicyclin1. The use o~ recreation 
trails has a significant influcnc~ on lo~a's eC0~0~y. IOlo'a's 

scenic landscapes, m~ny srrall comwunitie&. ane eXi5tinq 

natllrd1 and transportation cor:idofs are ~deally suited foc 

new recreation trails to·support recreation and ~ouriso\ 

activities such as ~alkinq. bikin9. driving for plea~ure, 

horseoack riding, b::>cltinq a:-.d citnoeinq. slt.iin1. !)no~I;r.ooilin9, 

and others. 

Thp. qeneral asserr.bly fin.!.:; t~at a progra:":l Rhclt! be 

established to dcqulre, deve-Ie-p, prOI'!'.ote, .:snd "anlOqe e:dstl:-.g 

and new recreati.on trails. '!'he objective of a :Hatewirle 

trails proqram shall be fer thp. state to acquire and develop 

two thousand miles oC new recreation trails a~d completi.on ot 

existing trail projects before the year 2000. 

Sec. 2. lJEW SEC} ION. Ill£:. 2 STATEWIDE TRAi :.S D::V£LOPI-'.£~'I 

PROGRAM. 

- " 
House file Sl~. p. 2 

T'I'I) state departll'_eJlt of transportation shall undectake t:,e 

[011.;.;';1n9 prograrr.s to Meet the Objective stated In sect~on 

ItlF. . i.: 

1. "repacc cl lonq-ranqe plan for the acquisition. 

developr.u~nt, pro(!':)tion. and rnanaqetnent of recreation trails 

thrm·9bout the stat.:!. The plan shall identify needs and 

opportunities for r~c[cation trails of different ~inds haVing 

national. statewide, [(>9i.onal, and multicounty iro.port<Jnce. 

RecolTlOllendations in the ptan u.hall include but not be li:'lited 

to: 

a. Specific acquisition need~ and opportunities for 
diff~rent types of trails. 

b. Oeve2o~~ent needs including trail sorfacinq, restroo~s. 

shelters, parkinq. 3nd oth~r needed facilities. 

c. Promotional proqrans Which \o'ill encourage IO'''',lns ar,d 

state visitors to increase use of trails. 

d. Manaqe:nent activities including maintenance, 

~nfofce:nent of rules, and replacement needs. 

e. f'undln9 :evels neednd to acco:"lplish the state",'':'de 
traiis objecti~es. 

C. ways in .... hi.ch trails can be more fully incorporated 

with parks, cultural 51tes, and natural resource s~te$. 

2. l'he plan shall reco:ntrlen<! standards for establisr-,inq 

tunctlonal classifications for all types of recreatio~ trai15 

as we:~ AS a system fa: determi~inq jurisdictional control 

o .... e' trails. Levels of }urisdicti.on lIlA:,' be vested in the 
state. coor.tles. cities, and private organizations. 

). The state department of transportation may enter into 

contracts tor the prep~ration of the trails plan. Th~ 

depart:nent !1.h.all i.n· ... olve the depactl'l\~nt of natural resources. 

the lo~a dcpartnent of econo~ic development, and t~e 

department of cultural affairs in the preparation of the plan. 

'Ihe reco::unendations and cOfl'ltl'.ents of orqanizations representinq 

different types of trai.l users and othera with interests in 

this ?roqram shall also be incorporated in the preparation of 

:t ..., 
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House i'i.e 51S, p. 

~he trail~ plan and shall be sub~itted with :~e p.~~ to thf: 

q~rerat ~~sembly. The plan shall bp subm~tte~ :c the g~n~cal 

as~emb!y no later than January IS, 1988. £xl~tin9 ~rail 

projects i:wolvinq ,1cquiaiti.Of'. or development :nay rcce~v~ 

Llndinq prior to the cort'.pletion of the ':.rails pl.1n. 

The department shall ghe pc ior ity to fundi:"lq the 

acquisition and dp.."eloprnent of trail portionf. __ hich \o.'i II 

co~plcte seg~ents of existing trai~s. The d&p~rtm~nt shall 
qivc pt~ference tD tne acquisition of t:ail routft5 ~hich usc 

existing or abandoned railra~d right-ot-ways. river val~eys. 
and natural greenbelts. Multiple recreational ~se of routes 

for trails. other for~s of transportation. utiliti~s. ~nd 

other uses compatible with trails shall be qivpn priority. 
·rh~ department !"lay ",cquil·e property by negctiated purc:'Iitsp. 

.3nd hold title to property for de·'elopf!".ent of t!ai ls. The 

d'!'patt,.ent m.ay enter into a9reetr.e~ts · ... ith ~ther state> 
dgencie~. political subdivisions of the state, and ptivate 
organizations for the planning. acquisition. develop~p.nt, 

promotion. manage~ent. operations. and ~aintenance of 

recreation trails. 
The department may adopt rule5 under chapt~r i7A to car:y 

out a trails proqram. 

Sec. 3. N~.""'§"E!.£'i'tO~. 1 t lE.:. 3 I W".){.VE~.£N7' Of OTHER 

AGE..NCI~S. 

The department of natural resources, tr.e Iv'-'a departr.ent of 

('conomic developmel\t. and the department of (':ult.ur",t affairs 
shdlt assist the state depart~ent of transportdtion io 

developing the statewide plan for recrea~ion ~r4~i5. 1n 
acquirinC; proplHty. and in the developtreC'.t. pror.otior .• and 

~anaqe~ent of recreation trails. 
Sec. 4. NEW S!:C,!:ION. 111£.4 rmlDlNG. 

Tc achieve the purvoses of this chap~er. the s:ate 
d~part~~nt of transportation. other state agencies. poLjtical 

!;lIbdivi.sions of the state. and pri\'atc o::jani1.at:or,s may use 

funds trom the [ollo ... ·inq sources: 
t. funcs appropriated Dy the general as~~em:.:y. 

-

il()u!~c Yli~ ~7S. ~. 

2. ?t~·.!a,:(> <]tAnt!> d:;d gifts. 

J. Fed(>:dl ~r~nt~ ilnd I.O.!1l5 ~:"l~f;onded fot t:;e5!? r.lIrpos~!i. 

D0NALO D. AVENSON 

Sf::Caker of the :l0 .... 5C 

:0 {,NN Zlf1.."IERMI\I-~ 

?resident of the Senale 

I rI~rf!by >:ertif'l that this ilill origin<lted i.n ~·he a:O'Jse and 

is ~ncw~ as H()~se File ~75, Sc~ent!-DeC0nd Grnetal A£se~bly . 

Il 
JOSEPH O':iI:RN 

Chief Cil!r~ of the HOUSQ 

.:"pprc-vec! ~.--. 198"1 

-:'ERRY E. aRA~S7'AO 

Goverllor 
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