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A BILL FOR 

l An Act relating to the planning, acquisition, development, and 

2 operation of welcome centers on highways and at other 

3 locations throughout the state. 
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S. F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 15.261 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE --

2 INTENT. 

3 l. The general assemb:y finds that: 

~ a. Eighway trdve:ers have special needs Eor ir.formation 

5 and travel services. 

6 b. Highway traveiers have d significant positive influence 

7 on the state's economy. 

8 c. A principal goal of eco:lomic development ill this state 

9 1S to increase the influence which travel and hospitality 

10 services, tourism, and recreation opportunities have on the 

11 state's economic expansion. 

12 d. Facilities and programs are needed where travelers can 

13 obtain information aoout travel and hospitality serVices, 

14 tourism attractions, parks and recreation opportunities, 

15 cultural and natural resources, and the state in general. 

16 e. A program shall be established to plan, acquire, 

17 develop, promote, opurate, alld maintain a variety of welcome 

18 centers at strategic locations to meet the needs of travelers 

19 in the state. Thp program is intended to be accomplished by 

20 1992. 

21 2. The primary goals of a statewide program for welcome 

22 centers is to provid.: to ~ra?elers the follow~ng: 

23 a. High quality, accurate, and interesting information 

24 about travel in the state; national, statewide, and local 

25 attractions of all types; lodging, medical service, food 

26 service, vehicle service, and other kinds of necessities; and 

27 general information about the state. 

28 b. Needed and convenient services, including but not 

29 limited to, rest.ooms; 10dg1ng information and event 

30 reservation services; vehicle services; and others. Services 

31 may also include the distribution and sale of souvenirs, 

32 crafts, arts, and food preducts originating in the state; feod 

33 and beverages; fishing, hunting, and other permits and 

34 licenses needed Eoc recreat:cn activities; and other products 

35 normally deslced by ~ravelers. 
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1 c. Settings that will convey a sense of being welcomed to 

2 the state through hospitable attitudes of personnel; high 

3 quality of site landscape architecture, architectural theme, 

4 and interior design of the buildings; special events that 

5 occur at the centers; and high levels of maintenance. 

6 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 15.262 STATEWIDE WELCOME CENTER 

7 PROGRAM OBJECTIVES AND AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES -- PILOT 

8 PROJECTS. 

9 The state agencies, as indicated in this section, shall 

10 undertake certain specific functions to implement the goals of 

11 a statewide program, including the pilot projects, for welcome 

12 centers. 

13 1. The department and the state department of 

14 transportation shall jointly establish a statewide long-range 

15 plan for developing and operating welcome centers throughout 

16 the state. The plan shall be submitted to the general 

17 assembly by January 15, 1988. The plan shall address, but not 

18 be limited to, the following: 

19 a. Integrating state, regional, and local tourism and 

20 recreation marketing and promotion plans. 

21 b. Recommending a wide range of centers, including state-

22 developed and state-operated to privately managed facilities. 

23 c. Establishing design, service, and maintenance quality 

24 standards which all welcome centers will maintain. 

25 d. Making projections of increased tourist spending, 

26 indirect economic benefits, and direct revenue production 

27 which are estimated to occur as a result of implementing a 

28 statewide welcome center program. 

29 e. Projecting estimated acquisition, construction, 

30 exhibit, staffing, and maintenance costs. 

31 f. Integrating electronic data teleco~~unications systems. 

32 g. Identifying sites Eor maintaining existing centers as 

33 well as locations for new centers. 

34 In establishing the long-range plan, economically viable 

35 concepts for private nonprofit or for-profit development, 
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1 management, and operations, 1n whole or in part, of existing 

2 and new centers shall be given preference over those which 

3 require a large measure of state involvement. 

4 The departments may enter into contracts for the 

5 preparation of the long-range plan. The departments shall 

6 involve the department of Ilatural resources and the department 

7 of cultural affairs 1n the preparation of the plan. The 

8 recorr~endations and comments ot organizations representing 

9 hospitality and tourism services, including but not limited 

10 to, the regional tourism councils, convention and visitors 

11 bureaus, and the Iowa travel council, and others with 

12 interests in this program will be considered for incorporation 

13 in the plan. Prior to submission of the plan to the general 

14 assembly, the plan shall be submitted to the regional tourism 

15 councils, the convention and visitors bureaus, and the Iowa 

16 travel council for their corrments and criticisms which shall 

17 be submitted by the department along with the plan to the 

18 general assembly. 

19 2. The responsibllities of the department include the 

20 foEowing: 

21 a. Seeing to the acqulsition of property and the 

22 construction of all new welcome centers including the pilot 

23 projects selected by the department pursuant to paragraph "e". 

24 In carrying out this respunsibility the department may, but is 

7.5 not limited to, the :ollowing: 

26 (1) Arrange for the state department of transportation to 

27 acquire title to land and buildings for use as and undertake 

28 construction of s:ate-owned welcome centers. In acquiring 

29 property and constrl:cting the welcome centers, including any 

30 pilot projects, the state depar~ment of transportation may use 

31 any funds available to it, including but not limited to, the 

32 RIS~ fund, matching funds from local units of government or 

33 organizat!ons, the primary road fund, federal grants, and 

34 moneys 

35 ( 2 ) 

specifically appropria,ed :or these purposes. 

Contract wit~ other state agencies, local units of 

-3-
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1 government, or private groups, organizations, or entities for 

2 the use of land, buildings, or facilities, as or in connec:ion 

3 with state welcome centers, whether or not the property is 

4 actually owned by the state. IE the local match required for 

5 pilot projects or which may be required for other welcome 

6 centers is met by providing land, buildings, or facilities, 

7 the entity providing the local match shall enter into an 

8 agreement with the department to either transfer title of the 

9 property to the state or to dedicate the use of the property 

10 under the conditions and period of time set by the department. 

11 b. Providing for the operations, management, and 

12 maintenance of the state-owned and state-operated welcome 

13 centers, inCluding the collection and distribution of tourism 

14 literature, telecommunication services, and other travel-

15 related services. 

16 c. Providing, at the discretion of the department, 

17 financial assistance in the form of loans and grants to 

18 privately operated information centers to the extent the 

19 centers are consistent with the long-range plan. 

20 d. Developing a co~~on theme or graphic logo which will be 

21 identified with all welcome centers which meet the standards 

22 of operations established for those centers. 

23 e. Selecting the sites for the pilot projects. In 

24 selecting the pilot project sites, the following apply: 

25 (1) Up to three sites may be located in proximity to the 

26 interstates and up to three sites may be located i~ proximity 

27 to the other primary roads. The department shall select at 

28 least one site which is in proximity to a primary road which 

29 is not an interstate. 

30 (2) Proposals for the sites must be submitted prior to 

31 September 1, 1987 and shall con=ain a commitmen: of at least a 

32 one-dollar-per-dollar match of state financial assistance. 

33 The local match may be in terms of land, bUlldings, or other 

34 noncash items which are acceptable by the department. 

35 (3) Pr:ority shall be given to proposals that have the 

-4-
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1 best local match, that are to be located where there ~s a very 

2 high number of travelers passing, and for which the 

3 department, after consultation with the departments of 

4 transportation, natural resources, and cultural affairs, 

5 considers the chances of success to be nearly perfect. 

6 (4) The department shall select the sites by September l5, 

7 1987. 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 This bill establishes a program for planning, acquiring, 

10 developing, promoting, and managing a system of statewide 

11 welcome cencers and for pilot project sites. The department 

12 of transportation and department of economic development will 

13 jointly prepare a plan for the development of welcome centers. 

14 The plan must be submitted by January 15, 1988. The 

15 department of economic development will see to the acquisition 

16 of land and buildings and the construction of welcome centers, 

17 and will manage and operate state-owned centers and enter into 

18 contracts with private sector organizations for others. 

19 Private sector involvement in the planning, development, and 

20 operation of all centers is encouraged. The department of 

21 economic development sllal1 accept proposals untll September 1, 

22 1987 for pilot prOJects. Up to three may be selected for both 

23 the interstates and other primary roads with at least one 

24 being selected which is near a primary road. A one-to-one 

25 match is required which may be fulfilled by transferring land 

26 or buildings. Tne department must select the sites by 

27 September 15, 1987. 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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(As Amended and Passed by the House April 3, 1987) 

(j\.,. Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes 

Senate, Date <I--/i=1?71. ,?;<-t) 

Ayes 1~ Nays ~o~ __ __ 

Approved 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the planning, acquisition, development, 

':C.' 2 operation of welcome centers on highways and at other 

3 locations throughout the state. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

SENATE A~mNDy,£NT TO HOeSE FILE 540 
H-3836 

1 Amend House File 540 as amended,.oassed and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: -
3 1. Page I, line 31. by striking the word "may" 
4 and inserting the following: "shall". 
5 2. Page 2, line 24. by inserting after the word 
6 "maintain." the following: "Included in the standards 
7 shall be a provision requiring that space or 
8 facilities be available for purposes of displaying and 
9 offering for sale Iowa-made products, crafts, and 

10 arts. The space or facilities may be operated by the 
11 department or leased to and operated by other 
12 persons." 
13 3. Page 2. by striking line 34 through page 3, 
14 line 3. 
15 4. Page 4, line 16. by inserting after the word 
16 "services" the following: ". and the display and 
17 offering for sale of Iowa-made products, craf~s. and 
18 arts". 
19 S. Title. line 2. by striking the word "on" and 
20 inserting in lieu thereof the fOllowing: "in 
21 proximity to". 
22 6. By renumbering. re:ettering, or redesignating 
23 and correcting internal references as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 15.261 STATEMENT OF PURPOSE --

2 INTENT. 

3 1. The general assembly finds that: 

4 a. Highway travelers have special needs for information 

5 and travel services. 

6 b. Highway travelers have a significant positive influence 

7 on the state's economy. 

8 c. A principal goal of economic development in this state 

9 is to increase the influence which travel and hospitality 

10 services, tourism, and recreation opportunities have on the 

11 state's economic expansion. 

12 d. Facilities and programs are needed where travelers can 

13 obtain information about travel and hospitality services, 

14 tourism attractions, parks and recreation opportunities, 

15 cultural and natural resources, and the state in general. 

16 e. A program shall be established to plan, acquire, 

17 develop, promote, operate, and maintain a variety of welcome 

18 centers at strategic locations to meet the needs of travelers 

19 in the state. The program is intended to be accomplished by 

20 1992. 

21 2. The primary goals of a statewide program for welcome 

22 centers is to provide to travelers the following: 

23 a. High quality, accurate, and interesting information 

24 about travel in the state; national, statewide, and local 

25 attractions of all types; lodging, medical service, food 

26 service, vehicle service, and other kinds of necessities; and 

27 general information about the state. 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

b. Needed and convenient services, including but not 

limited to, rest rooms; lodging information and event 

reservation services; vehicle services; and others. Services 

may also include the distribution and sale of souvenirs, 

crafts, arts, and food products originating in the state; food 

and beverages; fishing, hunting, and othe~ permits and 

licenses needed for recreation activities; and other products 

35 normally desired by travelers. 

-1-
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1 c. Settings that will convey a sense of being welcomed to 

2 the state through hospitable attitudes of personnel; high 

3 quality of site landscape architecture, architectural theme, 

4 and interior design of the buildings; special events that 

5 occur at the centers; and high levels of maintenance. 

15.262 STATEWIDE WELCOME CENTER 6 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 

7 PROGRAM OBJECTIVES AND AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES -- PILOT 

8 PROJECTS. 

9 The state agencies, as indicated in this section, shall 

10 undertake certain specific functions to implement the goals of 

11 a statewide program, including the pilot projects, for welcome 

12 centers. 

13 1. The department and the state department of 

14 transportation shall jointly establish a statewide long-range 

15 plan for developing and operating welcome centers throughout 

16 the state. The plan shall be submitted to the general 

17 assembly by January 15, 1988. The plan shall address, but not 
18 be limited to, the following: 

19 a. Integrating state, regional, and local tourism and 

20 recreation marketing and promotion plans. 

21 b. Recommending a wide range of centers, including state-

22 developed and state-operated to privately managed facilities. 

23 c. Establishing design, service, and maintenance quality 

24 standards which all welcome centers will maintain. 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

;·34 

35 

d. Making projections of increased tourist 5pe~ding, 

indirect economic benefits, and direct revenue production 

whiCh are estimated to occur as a result of implementing a 
statewide welcome center program. 

e. Projecting estimated acquisition, construction, 

exhibit, staffing, and maintenance costs. 

f. Integrating electronic data telecommunications systems. 

g. Identifying SItes Eor maintaining existing centers as 

well as locations for new centers. 

In establishi~g the long-range plan, economically viable 

concepts for private nonprofit or fer-profit development, 

-2-
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1 management, and operations, in whole or in part, of existing 

2 and new centers shall be given preference over those which 

3 require a large measure of state involvement. 

4 The departments may enter into contracts for the 

5 preparation of the long-range plan. The departments shall 

6 involve the department of natural resources and the department 

7 of cultural affairs in the preparation of the plan. The 

8 recommendations and comments of organizations representing 

9 hospitality and tourism services, including but not limited 

10 to, the regional tourism councils, convention and visitors 

11 bureaus, and the Iowa travel council, and others with 

12 interests in this program will be considered for incorporation 

13 in the plan. Prior to submission of the plan to the general 

14 assembly, the plan shall be submitted to the regional tourism 

15 councils, the convention and visitors bureaus, and the Iowa 

16 travel council for their comments and criticisms which shall 

17 be submitted by the department along with the plan to the 

18 general assembly. 

19 2. The responsibilities of the department include the 

20 following: 

21 a. Seeing to the acquisition of property and the 

22 construction of all new welcome centers including the pilot 

23 projects selected by the department pursuant to paragraph Be"~. 

24 In carrying out this responsibility the department may, but is 

25 not limited to, the following: 

26 ( 1 ) 

27 acquire 

Arrange for the state department of transportation to 

title to land and buildings for use as and undertake 

28 construction of state-owned welcome centers. In acquiring 

29 property and constructing the welcome centers, including any 

30 pilot projects, the state department of transportation may use 

31 any funds available to it, including but not limited to, the 

32 RISE fund, matching funds from local units of government or 

33 organizations, the primary road fund, federal grants, and 

34 moneys specifically appropriated Eor these purposes. 

35 (2) Contract with other state agencies, local units of 

-3-
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1 government, or private groups, organizations, or entities for 

2 the use of land, buildings, or facilities as state welcome 

3 centers or in connection with state welcome centers, whether 

4 or not the property is actually owned by the state. If the 

5 local match required for pilot projects or which may be 

6 required for other welcome centers is met by providing land, 

7 buildings, or facilities, the entity providing the local match 

8 shall enter into an agreement with the department to either 

9 transfer title of the property to the state or to dedicate the 

10 use of the property under the conditions and period of time 

11 set by the department. 

12 b. Providing for the operations, management, and 

13 maintenance of the state-owned and state-operated welcome 

14 centers, including the collection and distribution of tourism 

15 literature, telecommunication services, and other travel-

"16 related services. 

17 c. Providing, at the discretion of the department, 

18 financial assistance in the form of loans and grants to 

19 privately operated information centers to the extent the 

20 centers are consistent with the long-range plan. 

21 d. Developing a common theme or g=aphic logo which will be 

22 identified with all welcome centers which meet the standards 

23 of operations establiShed Eor those centers. 

24 e. Selecting the sites Ear the pilot projects. In 

25 selecting the pilot project sites, the following apply: 

26 (1) Up to three sites may be located in proximity to the 

27 interstates and up to three sites may be located in proximity 

28 to the other primary roads. The department shall select at 

29 least one site which is in proximity to a primary ~oad which 

30 is not an interstate. 

31 (2) Proposals for the sites must be submitted prior to 

32 September 1, 1987 and shall contain a commitment of at least a 

33 one-dollar-per-dollar match of state financial assistance. 

34 The local match may be in terms of land, buildings, or other 

35 noncash items which are acceptable by the depar~ment. 

-4-
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1 (3) Priority shall be given to proposals that have the 

2 best local match, that are to be located where there is a very 

3 high number of travelers passing, and for whiCh the 

4 department, after consultation with the departments of 

5 transportation, natural resources, and cultural affairs, 

6 considers the chances of success to be nearly perfect. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

( 4 ) 

1987. 

The department shall select the sites by september 15, 

-5-
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HOUSE FILE 540 
5-3487 

1 Amend House File 540, as amended, passed, and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 31, by striking the word "may" 
4 and inserting the following: "shall". 
5 2. Page 2, line 24, by inserting after the word 
6 "maintain." the following: "Included in the standards 
7 shall be a provision requiring that space or 
8 facilities be available for purposes of displaying and 
9 offering for sale Iowa-made products, crafts, and 

10 arts. The space or facilities may be operated by ~h~ 
11 department or leased to and operated by other 
12 persons," 
13 3. Page 4, line 16, by inserting after the word 
14 "services" the following: ", and the display and 
15 offering for sale of Iowa-made products, crafts, and 
16 arts". 

5-3487 
Filed April 9 1987 
a~ #!t4r 1 t~. /Jo~ J 

5-3542 

BY COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS 
AND ECONOHIC DEVELOPMENT 
LEONARD L. BOSWELL, Chairpersun 

HOUSE FlLE 540 

I Amend House File 540 as amended, passed 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 

and 

3 1. Page 2, by striking line 34 through 
4 line 3. 

page 3, 

5-3542 
Filed Apr). 1; 14,.1987 
a~ <; IN /f7 (1 /$6 k ) 

5-3562 

BY JAMES R. RIORDAN 
BEVERLY A. HANNON 

HOUSE FILE 540 

1 Amend House File 540 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House as :ollows: 
3 1. Title, line 2, by striking the word "on" and 
4 inserting in lieu thereof the following: "in 
5 proximity to". 

5-3562 
Filed April 14, 1987 

ADOPTED ct- /jp?.J 
BY EDGAR H. HOLDEN 

'"-"'\. .,< .'. ~ 
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• ~tt4~~~HOUSE FILE __ _ 

/~BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

GI ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT BILL) 

Passed House, Date _____ Passed Senate, Date ____ _ 
Vote: Ayes ___ Nays ___ Vote: Ayes ___ Nays __ _ 

Approved ___________ _ 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the establishment of welcome and vjsitor 

2 service centers in the state and making an appropriation. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 .5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 
• 22 

23 

24 

SUB C~MITTEE ASSIGNMENTS 

CHAIR: :v-o c . lL., c~ 
COMMlTTEE.: ((?/~ ~~T--· 
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1 Section 1. Section 99E.32, subsection 1, paragraph a, Code 
2 1987, is amended to read as follows: 
3 a. In the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1986 the first 
4 three million four hundred thirty-eight thousand dollars, in 
5 the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1987 the first efte three 
6 million five hundred thousand dollars, in the fiscal year 
7 beginning July 1, 1988 the first one million dollars and in 
8 the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1989 the first one million 
9 dollars to the jobs now capitals account. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 99E.32, subsection 5, Code 1987, is 
11 amended by adding the following new lettered paragraph: 
12 NEW LETTERED PARAGRAPH. i. There is appropriated from the 
13 allotment made'to the jobs now capitals account under subsec-
14 tion 1 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1987 to the Iowa 
15 department"of economic development two million five hundred 
16 thousand (2,500,000) dollars for the acquisition, development, 
17 and operations of six welcome and visitor service centers. 
18 The department of economic development shall coordinate 
19 activities with the state department of transportation in 
20 establishing the six welcome and visitor service centers at 
21 strategic locations throughout the state on interstate and 
22 other important highways. 
23 EXPLANATION 
24 This bill appropriates $2,500,000 from the lottery revenues 
25 for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1987 to the department 
26 of economic development for the establishment of six welcome 
27 and visitor service centers to be strategically located 
28 throughout the state on. interstate and:other important 
29 highways. 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

-1-
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HOUSE rILE: S40 

AN ACT 
R£LATING TO TH& PLANNING. ACQUISI7ION, DEV&LOPMENT, AND OpeR­

ATION OP WELCOME CENTERS IN PROXIMITY TO HIGHWAYS AND AT 

Ot'HP.H LOCATIONS THROUGHOUT 'I'Hf. STATI:. 

Bf: IT £NACT8D BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY or 1'HE S1'A1'E Of IOWA: 

Section 1. Nt."W. §.ECTION. 15.261 STATEMENT OF' PURPOSE -­

INTENT. 
1. The general assembly finds that: 
3. Highway travelers have special needs tor information 

and travel services. 
b. Highway travelers have a significant positive influence 

on the state's economy. 
c. A pr incipal qoal of economic development in this state 

is to lncrease the influence which t.ravel and hospitality 
services, to\lris~, and recreat ion opportunit ies have on the 

state's economic expansion. 
d. Facilities and prcqra~s are needed wheee teavelers can 

obtain information about travel and hospitality serV1C~S, 
:ourism attractions. parks and recreation oppoetunities. 

cultural and natural resources, and the state in gener~l. 
e. A pro9ram shall be established to plan, acquire, 

cevelop. promote. operate, and maintain a variety of welcome 
centers at strategic locations to mcet the needs of travelers 

1n the state. The program is Int~nded to be ar.complished by 

.<J92. 

2. The pr icn,uy qo;)l~ of .1 atat,(!wide pl'r~qram for welcom~ 

centers 1S to provide to trdvelers the (ollololinq: 

a. HLgh quality, a~curate. ~nd interesting .nformation 
,~oout t.ravel In the st~t:e; nat ional, stodtC-.Jide. dnd Iccal 

::":.trdCI:ions oJ: all types; iodqtnq, rue-dtc,\! Sl'CV:CC. Coo.1 
'.'U'Iicc, "Jeh"cl.e !;cr·JlC~. dnn ot.h~l' k~nd!; of n",(":p.;.;~.it:('s; ,,:'0 

~~~eraL informatIon abcu: the stal~. 

• • 
House File S40, p. 2 

b. Necded and con\'C1ient servic~!';, Includinq bot not 

li~ited to, restrooms: lodging informati.on and ev~nt 
reservation services: vehicle servic~s: and others. Services 

shall also include the distrlbution and sale of souvenirs, 
crafts. arts. and food products originat ing in the state: tood 

and beveraqes; fishing, huntinq. and other per~its and 
licenses needed for recreation activities; ~nd other products 

normally desired by travelp.rs. 
c. Settinqs that vill convey a sense of being welcomed to 

the state thrO\lqh hospitable attitudes of personnel: hiqh 
q\lality of site landscape architecture. architectural theme, 

and interior design of the b\lildinqs: special events that 
occur at the centers; and high levels of maintenance. 

Sec. 2. N§W SECTION. IS.26l STATEWIDE WELCOME: CENTER 

PROGRAM 

PROJECTS. 

OBJECTIVES AND AGENCY RESPONSIBILITIES -- PILOT 

The state agencies. as indicat€!d in this section. shall 

undertake certain specific f\lnctions to implement the goals of 
a statewide program, including the pi lot projects. for welcome 

centers. 
1. 'I'hl" department and the state department of 

transportation shall jointly establish a statewtde long-range 
plan for developing a~d operatinq welcome center3 throuqhout 

the state. The plan s~all be submitted to the general 
assembly by January l~, 1988. The plan shall address, but not 

be limited to, the fol~owing: 
a. Integrating state, regional. and local tourism and 

recreation mar~etin9 and promotion plans. 
b. RccolTltflending a WIde rdnqe of centers, incl\lding state­

develop~d dnd state·'operated to pri.vately managed facilities. 
c. Establishing ciesign, !;ervict.~, and ruainten,lnce quality 

standards which all we~comp centers ~l11 maintain. Included 
In thr standal'ds shat: be a provision requlrinq that ~pace or 

[acllit.ics bl!' aV<li~ab~~ tc>r purpose!; of di$playing and 
olter Ing tor salc !O\.-a··ID,ld" products, crafts, and arts 'l'h(> 

SpclCt~ or taclliti('$ me':" til!' 0?1:':.3t.ed by the depar~:"'ent or 

ll~d~:,l~d to and opl~;a':t:>'; by otner pec;.:)ns" 

:I: 
.." 
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d. ~akLnq p:?)ections of l~c=easec :C11Cl~t sp~nding, 

~ndicec: econom.c bene(~ts. and ~lcect eev~nue prod~c~lon 

wnlc~ are estl~ated to occur .5 a result of implementing a 

~tate~:de w~lcomp center progea~. 

e. ?rO)E':ctlr.q p.stimatl~d acq1.l~sit.i.on. cor\str·Jct:on. 

~xhi~i~, staffing. and maintenance costs. 

f. 

q. 

InteqraT.i~g electronic data te:ecom~un.cations systems. 

ldentlf'l~nq sites for maintaining ~XiST.ln9 centers a. 

Jell ~s loc~tlon~ for n~w centpts. 

The depdrtl-,!?'nts 

prepa~~tion of ~he 

m<ly ent.er In-:.c cont.racts for t.oe 

long-range plan. T~e departments shall 

invol~e thp. dep~rtment of natural resources and the depart~ent 

sf c11~tural af(airs 1n the pr~p.'lratLon of th~ plan. T~p. 

recomo-endations and comments of orqanizatlons repre!>E.'ntlng 

hospi:ality and touriSM servlcps, incl11dinq but not Ilm:t.ed 

ta. :~e regional tourism councils. convention and vLs:tors 

bure3~S, and the Iowa travel counCil. and others with 

Interl!!;ts in tt'.i!; progran .... i I j Ot~ consio1ered for incorporat icr. 

toe genetal In the plan. Prior to submission of the p~an to 

,lssemo:y, t:-'~ plan shall be s~lbmit:tp.d to the ro?gional t.ourism 

co',lOc~ls, thE': conv,~ntion and vi~;it:)rs b\lr~aus, and tne Iowa 

!.r.:.sve~ counCil for their co;nmen:::s ,lnc! criticisms .... hic.' Shdll 

b~ s~:~i-:.ted by ~he de?artme~t a~onq vith t~e plan to th~ 

qeneral ass~mbly. 

2. The ecsp:)nsibiiitl~s or :h~ d~p~rtment 

f011r. .... ,nq: 

include the 

,1. Sepil:g t/) :ht~ 'lcquis~tIO" ot property and ";.ne 

';Or.!;t:~ctlon of all new w~IC()lI\e c~:"It.ers including ':he pilot 

:.>:o,~c:;.~ 5e.e~;te(": by t~e rh';)artll1l'nL ?ursu,-.r~t ~o pae~9:i!p~' .. ~ .. 

~r. cii::yir.9 (";ut. Lh~s rP.'5p0;"1!;Ib:dit.~ tr.e d~p'""t:":"Ient. "":"lay, b·lt !f, 

:·.ct 1.:~I~.ec :0. :"P. follo .... lnq: 

(~l ,\rrd:"lqe (or tht.' st.lt.e do?p,Htrnent cf trac5r-->r~.at.cr; t ... ) 

~cq~::~ tl::~ tn lan~ and b1llldi~q!; toe u!;'~ a~ and llnd~r~akp 

("ens': lC".:IO:'"l (l( :;tate··o .... ·nf:>d · ... elc~r't' centers. J 1\ ,ICGU I r I eog 

~=()P'?:·.'I d:"1': ::Qns'.rucT.lng t.:H.' '-',,~c~n~ c~ntl'r~~, 11\(":'JC!'· ... ) an'j 

::>1 H .. : ,)!f)jl'C~!;. th~ \-itate d'.:?C\:·("'::l.~~t .:of tfJ.r.!'.portat .on ,n",", l~;e 

c\;")', : ad!; .I·;:t:~i.hl'~ t.o .t., in<:111\::·'1 but nor li~lt~~~ to. til1~ 

t!O\l~.~ ri ~e ';>40. p. 4 

RISE tURd. maT.chin9 fund!; levm 10...:,\1 'Jnlt.s of qove:-mnent or 

orgcl~i.zatior.s, tht.' pri.mary ~?.1<i fund. rP.'deral <:Jeanes. dnd 

moneys specifl\:illl'l .'lp9rope ... ted lor these purpos.es. 

(2) Contract with oth~e st~te agencies. local units of 

government, o( private groups, orgdnlzdtLon~, or ~ntltleS for 

the use of lan~. buildinqs. or facil!ties as state ~elco~e 

centers oe in connection · ... Ith st.elte \.'elcome center!>. whether 

or not the progerty is dCt'j,l11y owned by the state. If t~e-

local match required t ...... r pilot fHojecl!'l or .... hich M3y b~ 

required for other · ... eicc:hE.' c~nters is ml't by providing land. 

buildings, 01 facilities. the entity pr:Jviding the local m~tch 

shall ~ntet lnta an agr~ement with the department to either 

transfer ~itle of the property to the state or to dedicate the 

use of the propect.y unClPf tile condltions and period of t.1::lo? 

set by tt~e dep,H tment. 

h. pro .... iding for the oper.ltions. tn.'lnageCTlent • .'lnd 

maint~nance of the st_att.·-own~d and stat.e-opp.ratl'd welccme 

centl'es, lncludinq thp. collection and distribution of ~oueism 

literature, teleco:l'lJT\unicatlon ~el·vices. and other t.rav!;l­

telated ~ervices. and the display and clfferinq for ~~le o! 

Io~a-made products. crafts, and arts. 

c. Pro .... iding. dot the discretion of the departrnp.nt. 

fLn.'lncial assistance In the form of loans and grant!; to 

pr~vately operated information cp.ntl~ru to the extent the 

-:.:er.ters. dre consistent · ... i ~h the lonq-r~nge plan. 

j. Devel()ping <l cor.moe~ thl!'mf~ or qr<lphtc logo wr,tch ... il1 ·De 

Identified with .~l welcome center~ ~hich ~ept th~ standards 

cf cperations establ~~~c6 for thos~ centers. .. 5e~pcting the s.tE.'S fel the pilot proJe(:ts . In 

!;~I~cting T.h~ pilot pr:)jcc: !;Ites. the fo110winq apply: 

11) up to thrP.'~ s~le~ may b~ loca~~d in prox~mtt.y t.o :nl! 

intersliltC$ dnd up t.o thrP.'e si=ef, ~ay be located In pr?xim:ty 

to t~e oth~e ?rlmdcy :~dds. The depilrtl1'ent sh<!ll s~ler:t il;: 

lea~v. one ~Ite · .. ·hi...:h .'ol in prox.mity t.o ,) primacy :0,10 ... ";':ch 

lS no~. an Int.~rstal~. 

(2) Propo"al!; fvr :h~ sl".:e~ mu~.:. "!? :~ub:nlt.ted ?C10C t'.) 

Spp:l!mb\~( I. ~98J .11,d ~;:).1l1 c('ntJ.:a .1 c')l1\lI\~t!1"lel\' 0= at lea~~~. " 
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one-dollar-per-dollar match of state financial assistance. 

The local match may be in terms of land, buildings, or other 

noncash items which are acceptable by the department. 

(3) Priority shall be given to proposals that have the 

best local match, that are to be located where there is a very 

high number of travelers passing, and for which the 

department, after consultation with the departments of 

transportation, natural resources, and cultural affairs, 

considers the chances of success to be nearly perfect. 

(4) The department shall select the sites by September 15, 

1987. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 540, Seventy-second General Assembly. 

JOSEPH O'HERN 

Chief Clerk of the House 

Approved ~~~~~ ____ ' 1987 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD H.F.540 
Governor 


