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A BILL FOR 

weight restrictions Eor vehicles on bridges 1 An Act re"ating to 

2 and clllverts and including a penalty. 

3 8E IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY Of THE STATE OF IOWA: 

H-3228 
HOUSE FILE 533 

1 Amend House File 533 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, line 31, by striking the word "Local" 
3 a~d inserting the fOllowing: "Upon a finding that a 
4 brid e or culvert does not meet established standards 

- t" . ~ ~ f" , . h . . . ',-,' II 5 set tor n oy s~a,e ana eaeral au~ .. or:::es, -~ca" . 
6 2. Page 1, Ilne 34, by inserting after the word 
7 "their" the following: "so:e". 

---.--
8 3. Page 1, line 34, by lnSerclng after t!:e word 
9 "jurisdiction." the following: "The ordinance or 

10 resolution shall not apply [0 implemen~s of husbandry 
11 as defined in section 321.1, subsect~oc 16." 

H-3228 FILED MARCH 20, 1987 
a~ .3h7/F7 (lfhfi') 

BY CO~'h'1ITTEE OK TRANSPORTATION 

e 24 

25 

H-3256 
1 

HOUSE FILE 533 

Amend House File 533 as follows: 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

1. Page 1, line 8 by striking the words "farm 
tractors" and inserting the words "~fI!C"I!I ~rfle~ers 
implements of husbandry". 

2. Page 1, line 9 by striking the figure "7" 
and inserting the figures "~ 16". 

23, 1987 
BY PLATT of Muscatine 

KOENIGS of Mitchell 

TLsa 2494HF 72 

gk/cf/24 

.. , 



S.t. H.c. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.471, Code 1987, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 321.471 LOCAL AUTHORITIES MAY RESTRICT. 

4 1. Local authorities with respect to hi9hway~ d highway 

5 under their jurisdiction may by ordinance or resolution 

6 prohibit the operation of vehicles upon e"y-~tleh the highway 

7 or impose restrictions as to the weight of vehicles to be 

8 operated upon any-~tleh the highway, except farm tractors as 

9 defined in section 321.1, subsection 7, for a total period of 

10 not to exceed ninety days in anyone calendar year, whenever 

11 e"y-~aid the highway by reason of deterioration, rain, snow, 

12 or otner climatic conditions Will be seriously damaged or 

13 destroyed unless the use oE vehiCles the~een on the highway is 

14 prohibited Or the permissible weights thereef reduced. 

15 Any ~ perSOn who violates the provisions of ~tleh the 

16 ordinance or resolution shall, upon conviction or a plea of 

17 guilty, be subject to a fine determined by dividing the 

18 difference between the actual weight and the maximum weight 

19 establiShed by the ordinance or resolution by one hundred, and 

20 mu~tiplying the quotient by two dollars. Local authorities 

21 may issue special permits, during periods ~tleh the 

22 restrictions are in effect, to permit limited operation of 

23 vehic!es upon specified routes with loads in excess of any 

24 restrictions imposed under this ~eetr~~ subsection, but not in 

25 excess of load restrictions imposed by any other proviSion of 

26 thIS chapter, and ~tleh the authorities shall issue ~tleR the 

27 permits upon a shewing that there is a need to move to market 

28 farm produce oE the type subject to rapid spoilage or loss ef 

29 value or to move to any farm feeds or ~uel for home heating 

30 purposes. 

31 2. Local authorities may by ordinance or resolution impose 

32 limitations for an indefinite period of time on the weight of 

33 vehiCles upon bridges or culverts located on highways under 

34 their jurisdiction. A Derson who violates the ordinance or . 
35 resolution Shall, upon conviction or a guilty plea, be subject 
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1 to a fine determined by dividing the difference between tne 

2 actual weight of the vehicle a:1d the maximum wei9J:lt allowed bv 

3 the ordinance or resolution by one hundred and multiplylng the 

4 quotient by two dollars. Local authorities may issue or 

5 approve special permits a110wi129 tne operation over a bridge 

6 or culvert of vehicles with weights in excess of restrictions 

7 imposed under the ordinance or resolution, but not in excess 

8 of load restrictions imposed by any other provision of this 

9 chapter. 

10 Sec. 2. Section 321.472, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 321.472 SIGNS POSTED. 

13 The local authority enacting any s~e" ordinance or 

14 resolution authorized under section 321.471 shall erect O~ 

15 ca~se-to-he-erected and mai~tai~ed maintain signs designating 

16 t"e-p~e~isio~s-of the ordinance or resolution at each e:1d of 

17 that portion of any highway or at the locatio~ of any ~ri~ge 

18 or culvert affected thereby, and the ordinance or resolution 

19 shall not be effective unless and ~ntil stich the signs are 

20 erected and maintained. 

21 EXPLANA:'ION 

22 The bill authorizes local authorities to impose weigl:t 

23 restrictions solely on a highway bridge or culvert under their 

24 Jurisdiction rather than restricting the entire section of 

25 highway containing the bridge or culvert. A fine is provided 

26 for violations of the restrictions. Local authorities may 

27 issue special permits allowing operation over the bridge or 

28 culver: of vehicles with weights in excess of the 

29 restrictions. 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 
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HOUSE FILE .5.3~ 
BY FULLER 

(As Amended and Passed by the House March 27, 1987) 

q.. Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes 

Date siSAz (I ;0/7c) 
Ij 

9~ Nays __ ~'1L-__ 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

Passed Senate, 

Vote: Ayes ~~ Nays ~,i-I __ _ 

1 An Act relating to weight restrictions for vehicles on bridges 

2 and culverts and including a penalty. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOeSE FILE 533 

S-3484 

Amend House File ~J3 as a~er.ded, pas3ec ar.a 
2 reprinted by the Heuse as fc:lcws: 
3 1. Page 1, line 10, by in5er:i~s atte: the ;:G~re 
4 "16" t \., e ,;,-.. 1 1 0 ~ 'I d' 1 F' b " _ .. .... ...... - .... w~~g: ar: !mp ... e~e:1~S 0_ :1:.;5 anc:-v 
5 loaded on hauling units for transDQ:~ing t~e . 
6 .l.mplements to lo<?at.:.o~s Eo:- pcrposes oE !:'"epd':'r". 
7 2. Page 2, lIne 4, by Inserting after the figure 
8 "l§." the foE,?,:,ing: . "or to imp:'ements of husban_c.::.y 
9 loaded on hau~lng unIts for transporting the 

10 lmplements to locations fer purposes of repair". 
5-3484 
Filed April 9, 1987 
tf~J "/'f/n (, ''<90 

BY COY~IT7EE ON T~\~SPORTATIO~ 
C. JOSEPH COLE~~Nr Chairperson 

SENl,TE A.'lECiDME:iT TO HOUSE FII.,E 531 
l!-4114 
" 

• Amend House File 533 as amended, passed a~d 
2 re?rinted by the ~ouse as Eol1ows: 
3 l. Page 1, li~e :0, by i;1serting aEter the figure 
~ II 1 -- 1\ h <. l' ,,~', - ~ . . 
~ .::..!? t.e cOl OWing: a,:o l:nn ... ements 0: "IlS0dn(lri: 
5 2.oa.cec on r.auling \;~its 1:0::- transpo'('ti:1g._~the 
6 imple~pnts to locat:ons fo:: ourposes ~f rc~r:.II. 
7 2. Page 2, line 4, by inserting afte::- ~~e ~iqur~ 

8 1116" the ~c2.1o, .... ing: "or tc implements o~ ~.~~_~:..a!1d_.~_1 
9 loaded or. hauling u~its Eor transoortinq ~he 

10 i:.lpleme!1ts to .!.ocat:'ons :or Durposes of r~,~1.". 

H-4114 ?ILED APRIL 30, 1987 RECEIVED PROM THE SENATE 
/../~ _C~N--<-•. N~ U';;-/:?7 :7!. (<1 7~) 



S.F. H.P. S J.3 

1 Section 1. Section 321.471, Code 1987, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 321.471 LOCAL AUTHORITIES MAY RESTRICT. 

4 1. Local authorities with respect to "~ghways a highway 

5 under their jurisdiction may by ordinance or resolution 

6 prohibit the operation of vehicles upon a"y-s~ch the highway 

7 or impose restrictions as to the weight of vehicles to be 

8 operated upon any-stlch the highway, except £a~m-t~aeto~~ 

9 implements of husbandry as defined in section 321.1, 
10 subsection 7 16, for a total period of not to exceed ninety 

11 days in anyone calendar year, whenever a"y-~a~d the highway 

12 by reason of deterioration, rain, snow, or other climatic 

13 conditions will be seriously damaged or destroyed unless the 

14 use of vehicles the~eon on the highway is prohibited or the 

15 permissible weights the~eof reduced. 

16 Any ~ person who violates the provisions of s~eh the 

17 ordinance or resolution shall, upon conviction or a plea of 

18 guilty, be subject to a fine determined by dividing the 

19 difference between the actual weight and the maximum weight 

20 established by the ordinance or resolution by one hundred, and 

21 multiplying the quotient by two dollars. Local authorities 

22 may issue special permits, during periods s~eh the 

23 restrictions are in effect, to permit limited operation of 

24 vehicles upon specified routes with loads in excess of any 

25 restrictions imposed under this seet~on subsection, but not in 

26 excess of load restrictions imposed by any other provision of 

27 this chapter, and s~eh the authorities shall issue stlch the 
28 permits upon a showing that there is a need to move to market 

29 farm produce of the type subject to rapid spoilage or loss of 

30 value or to move to any farm feeds or fuel for home heating 

31 purposes. 

32 2. Upon a finding that a bridge or culvert does not meet 

33 established standards set forth by state and federal 

34 authorities, local authorities may by ordinance or resolution 

3S impose limitations for an indefinite period of time on the 
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1 weight of vehicles upon bridges or culverts located on 

2 highways under their sole jurisdiction. The ordinance or 

3 resolution shall not apply to implements 

4 defined in section 321.1, subsection 16. 

of husbandry a~ 
" A person who 

5 violates the ordinance or resolution shall, upon conviction or 

6 a guilty plea, be subject to a fine determined by dividin~ the 

7 difference between the actual weight of the vehicle and the 

8 maximum weight allowed by the ordinance or resolution by one 

9 hundred and multiplying the quotient by two dollars. Local 

10 authorities may issue or approve special permits allowing the 

11 operation over a bridge or culvert of vehicles with weights In 

12 excess of restrictions imposed under the ordinance or 

13 resolution, but not In excess of load restrictions imposed by 

14 any other provision of this chapter. 

15 Sec. 2. Sect ion 321.472, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

16 follows: 

321.472 SIGNS POSTED. 17 

18 The local authority enacting any ~~eh ordinance or 

19 resolution authorized under section 321.471 shall erect O~ 

20 ea~se-~o-be-e~ee~ed and maintained maintain signs designating 

21 ~he-p~o~isions-o~ the ordinance or resolution at each end af 

22 that portion of any highway or at the location ?f any brid~ 

23 or culvert affected thereby, and the ordinance or resolutior. 

24 shall not be effective unless and until ~Meh the signs are 

25 erected and maintained. 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-2- gk/ t:·-</25 



fI 

EQ'JS::: fiLE: ~.l.l 

AN ;\CT 

Fi:LATING TO '"a:::;HT RESTRICTIONS fOR Vl::HICI.2S ON 8RI;)G;:S 

AND CJL'/ER:S AND INCLUDING ,; ?E~AL'I"{. 

E£ I1' £t;ACTED 3'i THE GENERAL ASSE.'-\BL~- Qlo' ':'Sf. STATE (W lOW;": 

Sectlon 1. Section 321.471. Code li87. ~s il~cndcd to rc&ci 

,)5 fo1.10·"'5: 

321.471 LOCAL AUTHOR!TH:S Y.A'i RESiRICT. 

l. 1,)C,11 ~Jthoritic$ ',d,th respect :c :,~qh"'I!Y~ ~;'qh''''av 

u~der their jL:iscictlon may by ordi~anc~ ?r ,esoluti0n 

pohi'b5t t,;,,, c?cration of vehicles I,;vor. 1't",.-!"Il:leh tr.-.:. h:'qt~·N·d·" 

or impose rest~lctions as to the Io'ei':ir~t cf vehiclcs ~? l>~ 

:>?erated upon e~7-~tte'e\ ~!).e. hiqm.'ay. cxcP.'?' ~et'I"I-t::'tlel!ot~ 

~.~"\p..~~ro~I\~.!I: of , .... sl?~2._r.y dS defin~d in ~p.Ct.l0n ]21.l. 

$'.:b$ect ~on 1 ~~1~d i~p'~_err_er.ts oJ. ~_us~.OJ!,?~9.2.s!.~d ')n ha~l.l i n9 

=l.:....~ ~')(. trar.:~oo(t.in9. th~ ic:ipll);nen:.~ .. to.J.ocatio!~!)Jo:-

Q.:.u>'E~5 ?f r02::aix:., for ,1 t:)tal period of r.o::: to e-xc~ed rlln.:.-:]" 

:lays. in ~ny on~ calendar 'leal, .... ht!ncvcr al\,!-~~-i:c the highIJdy 

to! rcaser) of c~:-.(!rior~tion. cain, S:"lc· .. ·• or c:t.h.~r c:im.<!.r:i~ 

c-::onditi.::ns 'rIi::: bp :..eriously (j.=t;n'l'v~d :)c df:'s:roy(!c unless U::"! 

.. ~.~~ ot ·JI..':licle:: t.hel."eo" 2.:""1 ttl(> h~.9.I:1~ ie; ;)tot·.l0i::ed 0\ T.he 

pcrrllis!;ib~e ·N·c:gh~~ ~het"eef r«d0~en. 

A~'t A p~csc' <,,/ho viol.ltC5 t.he pr<)"~~~i0l'a of j':H:!'I the 

~:dina~c! or :~Solutlon shall. upon c~nvic~i0n or .~ plea Q~ 

~~Ilty, be s~tject to a fine detcrmi~e1 b~ divid~~q t~e 

• :~r.ff!r~:'("e be~ ... een U·.e dct.llal IJJ"!lt:;r.t "r.d ~r.~ nax.i.mum ·N·\"!I<..Jh~ 

c!>::'-Ibll~r.(>;d Of r:h~ ordinanc~ ;):- ,es(::;Jt~cn ;)'j on(! h'.lnd.pd. '1r~d 

;- ~ltip~!·tn9 :.: .. ~ qu')t.l(!nt )'j tIJv dC'llF.'~~. :.)(:,1:: ,1;):.,oril .«!) 

:-i;'! i!):.;.·.,-, $p~-::.Jl perm~t:;, I}Ur~;lq pe::Gcq 1'3ch .~.h.~ 

:'!s~:ric~ .. ons 6:"0;> i:l effec~. tG ;.'e~ml.~ l);:"II:.~d ope:.J.':~:)r~ :)~ 

·:';'·:li<:le~, ~:p0;,) .ye{71f~0J t"<)\Jt.I?~; • .. i-.h . :dd::; .. 1 ("!XC!~S~~ ,:.f any 

;:~~~rl';:I('r:~ .,:.;.osed 1):""I(h·r th.,~ :-.~(":t!:"~ !-?~.b"~sticA' .. b\..t :""101: 11\ 

" #I 
Ho~se file 533, p. 2 

cxceS5 of lOdd reste .~tionq imposp~ by any other provision of 

thi$ chapter. and ~e=:'\ ~h!! authoriti«s st:all iss\le ~aeh the 

p~rmits upon a qhowi~q that there i~ a ~e(>;d to moY~ to market 

farlll produce of tiw :ne subject to rapui spai laqe or loss of 

value or to move to ~:\y farm feeds or fuel for home heatinq 

puq>:)S~5 . 

2. Upon a .t .. i.~:1.~.~ . .: tha.~ ,~ . .2.ric.1£......2.!. .. <:u.ly.~rt doe~_.r::?t .. neet 

~.~!-ablishcd s~and~~~~~~. forth bY_~~ . .He .. {lnd fedec_~~ 

':.l.~thorities. local.~ .. thor.i.t~es ll'J.y by ~.~d.i.n<lnce or._~.~s91uticr. 

i_I?'pose 1 i;-ni ta~_~on~ ..... G:_:_-,!~l l.ndef in1 te D.~r .. i9~.~.:.~ .on .. the 

~~i9ht Ot ver.icle.~ .. ~;..2£!l.......~!id.ges or culYert~ located C!r.~ 

~i9h""ilys undf' .... ! .. '.:i:'e.i.£.. ·.iole_jl!.risdiction .... '):'.t)!_ordina.I!S.~. o..! 

resolut ion st'~) 1 ~?..!~.~.i'. ~9_. lmplcrT',ent.~_of. husbandrY....a .. 5. 

defined i:"l_.5_e.ctio'.'~:..l~ s\.l~secticn 16 o.£. to inpl.~.!I.e~t.~....2.! 

!,lJs.o"ndrL.!.?~~ieoi C?~ -. .1'.11J.o'3 ~I.!,.its for ~.~.~~~portinq the 

~mplelt'.enta.:C :'o_caLc;· .. :;:_.f~.r._~ses ~.~ .. rep.:lir. A "p_e_~~.2n .... ho 

Y io la te?_ t he 0 ~ ~J. i nanc~ .9r .. reso 1 ut i ol}~~~ ~.~ .. ' upon con v i..~!~.£!l_.£!. 

a 9uilti'.. pl~a. bl:.' su::'~]ecl .. .!-o a fine d~.~.e!mined _2 .. l .... ..<~_iv.id....i..!l9.....the 

d.i.ffe~~~e. t?~t~~en t;.~ .. act.;.!.'1 · .. ·eight o.~ ~t:'.e vehicl~ .... ~!,.d .t-')_~ 

IIldxin.lu.!'. ·~o?~9ht .c"llloIJe~ ~Y .. ~t:~ ordinanco;> .~r_ .resolution by_ . .o .. n .. E: 

hundred and .. mlll:. ~.Pf~':L..!.he q\!9.!:~~.!:_£L .... !:.~? ~<?! !ars.. Lccal 

a.~I.~.h()rit!e!; .f!1~i: ~~!'--="::"""':'~~_';PIHOvP sp,!,:=_!:..~.£~.£~.~t.!!, .. allo· .... ins t1l~ 

9per.~.tion .... )'::S'.~. a ·::-.!.:D..£.......o...!.....S\.~.1.--:p.rt of ·:!hicles_·~it.b_~ei9htS .!..!.~ 

e~<;e:~~...2f re.'jt.:·I(;tl,-::':-.~ irnpo5(>d ... urlder t:,.~ __ ordinar)se ?_~ 

!_~~? 1 u t:.~ on, bu: r.c:t .~ ..... '!~~:..'~s:~ .2..L._l~?~.,!. :: e:!! r i ct ions._ ~rt"'P_0.1!.t:!~.E.Y 

~'.y' .. otner .'p~·:..!slol~.:f .t~..i·.~....s.t~., 

Sec. 2. 

follc~s· 

S~(:tl:)n i7 .. ~J2. Code 198], is amen~pd to re-ad as 

321.412 S:GNS ?csr~~ . 
The lo~al ~Jthor.~! !~act.nq a~y ~~e~ 'l:dinance or 

:"e!iol\ltl?rl a'.ll.ho.l· ~.Zt·: "'!hier !)e~::.loll '1.~.:...±2.~ shall "rCl:t ¢:' 

ella1e-to-b~-t:-~c,:~d t:"".d lI'I~tl'lt:tI-i:"ed ~a:n.'.:.itl(t 5l\,?ns def>iqnatinq 

,:ne-flt'~"t~t!)I\~-ef U'.'" crd::--:,l"ce -,)C :(·!;olutlon at t!ach end of 

thJ:t porl.io:""l d M:'i ·qhway ~,.r. <1: th~_ ~oc.<tt~?!'_ o~ . ..!.I..!!Y......i?r.~~e: 

cr (:')l~(~:t &[~e~t@d .1er~~y. ~nd the o!di~ance ;):" re!)()lution 

J: 

7" 
CJ1 
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House F'ile S3}, p, 3 

shall not be effective unless and until s~eh the signs are 

erected and maintailled, 

OONALD D. AVCNSON 

Speakec of the House 

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN 

Pcesident of the Sena~e 

I hereby certify that :hiS bill originated In ~he House and 

15 known as HOllse File 533, Seventy-second General Assembly. 

';OSEPP. O'HLRN 

Chief Clerk of ~~e ~!OL:S~ 

Approved 1987 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 


