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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to establishing a case management assistance

program to assist low-income persons in starting up or
expanding small businesses.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:
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Section 1. Section 15.108, Code Supplement 1987, 1is .
amended by adding the following new subsection and renumbering
subsequent subsections as necessary:

NEW SUBSECTION 8. CASE MANAGEMENT. To provide case

management assistance to low-income persons for the purpose of

establishing or expanding small business ventures as provided
in section 15.259,
Sec. 2, NEW SECTION. 15.258 CASE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.
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providing contract payments to service providers, based on the
number of hours of case management assistance provided to a ‘
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client.

EXPLANATICN

This bill provides that the department of econcmic

develcpment shall establish a program to assist low-income
persons who are seeking to start up or expand small business
ventures. The assistance relates to providing information
about available programs., evaluating business proposals, and
completing business plans and applications for financial
assistance under programs administered by the department. The
bill permits the department to contract with public or private
entities to provide such assistance.
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An Act relating to establishing a case management assistance

program to assist low~income persons 1in starting up or

expanding small businesses.
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Section 1. Section 15.108, Code Supplement 1987, 1is
amended by adding the following new subsection and renumbering
subsequent subsections as necessary:

NEW SUBSECTION 8. CASE MANAGEMENT. To provide case
management assistance to low-income persons for the purpose of

establishing or expanding small business ventures as provided
in section 15,261.
Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 15.261 CASE MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.
The department shall establish and administer a case

management program, contingent upon the availability of funds
authorized for the program, and conducted in coordination with
the job training partnership program, the self-employment loan
program, and other state or federal programs providing
financial or technical assistance administered by the
department. The case management program shall assist in
furnishing information about available assistance to clients
seeking to establish or expand small business ventures,
furnishing information about available financial or technical
assistance, evaluating small business venture proposals,
completing viable business start-up or expansion plans, and
completing applications for financial or technical assistance
under the programs administered by the department. As used in
this section, "client"” means a low-income person eligible for
assistance under the self-employment loan program established
in section 15.241.

In administering the program, the department may contract
with service providers to deliver case management assistance
under this section. A service provider may be any entity
which the department determines is qualified to deliver case
management assiétance, including a state agency, a private
for-profit or not-for-profit corporation, or other association
or organization. The department shall establish rules
necessary to carry out this section, including schedules for
providing contract payments to service providers, based on the
number of hours of case management assistance provided to a
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client. However, a service provider shall not charge more

than ten dollars per hour of assistance provided to a client,
and shall not charge for more than twenty hours of assistance
per client.
EXPLANATION

This bill provides that the department of economic
development shall establish a program to assist low-income
persons who are seeking to start up or expand small business
ventures, The assistance relates to providing information
about available programs, evaluating business proposals, and
completing business plans and applications for financial
assistance under programs administered by the department. The
bill permits the department to contract with public or private
entities to provide such assistance under limits relating to
the amount that the entity may charge for assisting an
eligible person.
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