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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the petition signatures required to call an 

election to fill a vacancy in an elective city office. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. ~.3 g g 

I Section 1. Section 372.13, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 

2 Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

3 a. By· pointment by the remaining members of the council, 

4 exceptthatl if the remaining members do not constitute a 

5 quorum of the full membership, paragraph "b" shall be 

6 followed. The appointment shall be for the period until the 

7 next pendi~g election as defined in section 69.12, and shall 

8 be made within forty days after the vacancy occurs. If the 

9 council chdoses to proceed under this paragraph, it shall 

10 publish nodice in the manner prescribed by section 362.3, 

11 stating that the council intends to fill the vacancy by 

12 appointment but that the electors of the city or ward, as the 

13 case may be r have the right to file a petition requiring that 

14 the vacanc~ be filled by a special election. The council may 

15 publish no~ice in advance if an elected official submits a 

16 resignation to take effect at a future date. The council may 

17 make an appointment to fill the vacancy after the notice is 

18 PUbliShedl..~r after the vacancy occurs, whichever is later. 
19 However, within fourteen days after publication of the 

20 notice or ithin fourteen days after the appointment is made, 

21 whichever ~s later, there is filed with the city clerk a 

22 petition w~ich requests a special election to fill the vacancy 

23 end-wk~ek-·~-~~9ned-by-ef.~9ib±e-e±eeta~~-wha-a~e7-o~-wotlxd-be 

24 if-re9i~te edT-ent±t±ed-ta-~ate-to-Eix±-the-of£iee-in 

25 ~tte5t~OftT- ~tta~-~n-n~mber-te-two-~ereefte-o£-those-wke-~eted 

26 for-eaftd~d tes-£er-tke-e££~ee~a~-the-~as~-preeed~ft9-re9tt~ar 

27 exeetton-a ,-whieh-ehe-off±ee-wa~-on-ehe-ba~~oeT-bttt-not-±ess 
, 

28 thaft-ten-persofts, an appointment to fill the vacancy is 

29 temporary nd the council shall call a special election to 

30 fill the v caney permanently, under paragraph "b". The number 

31 of signatu es of _~.ligible electors of a city for a valid 

32 Q~ti tion s ;3.11 ;')e determined as follows: 

33 J..ll Fo ~ cihL,~~'ch a p<::>pulatjo~_of ten t~ousa0.d or less, 

34 at least t 0 ~~!l_~.E_ed,_.3ignaJ:.ures_ or at least the number of 

3S ~ign?~~res equal h:~_fi.t~.een~!r_~!1~C2.fL. th~ __ .".o~ers who vote6 
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2 election at which the office was on the ballot, whichever 

3 number is fewer. 

4 ~) For a ~ity with~ation of more than ten thousand 

5 but not more than fifty tho~~and, at least one thousand 

6 ~i9natures or at l~~?t the number of sig~atures equal to 

7 ~ifteen percent of the voters w~o voted for candidates for the 

8 offic:_e d_~ the precE'di.!:!.~L . .£~9ular election at which the office 

9 was on t!1e ballot, whichever number is fewer. 

10 (3) For a city with a population of more than fifty 

11 thousand, at least two thousand signatures or at least the 

12 number of signature_~_equal to ten percen~ of the voters who 

13 voted for can?id~tes f~r the office at the prece4jng regu}ar 

14 election at which the office was on the ballot, whichever 

15 number is fewer. 
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ij) The minimum number of signatures for a valid petition 

pursuant to subparaqraphs (1) th~ough (3) shall not be fewer 

than ten. 

I EXPLANATION 

This bill increases the number of signatures of eligible 

voters in most citie~ who must petition to call an election to 

fill a vacant city office in lieu of appointment by the city 

council. 
I 

For a city with a population of ten thousand or less, at 

least two hundred signatures or at least the number of 

signatures equal to fifteen percent of those voters who voted 

for the office at the last regular election at which the 

office was on the ballot, whichever number is fewer. 

For a city with a population of more than ten thousand but 

not more than fifty thousand, at least one thousand signatures 

or at least the number of signatures equal to fifteen percent 

of those voters who voted for the office at the last regular 

election at which the office was on the ballot t whichever 

number is fewer. 

For a city with a ~opulation of more than fifty thousand, 

-2- ,I 
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1 at least t~ thousand signatures or at least ~he number of 

2 signatures equal to fifteen percent of those voters who voted 

3 for the office at the last regular election at which the 

4 office was· on the ballot, whichever number is fewer. 

5 The minimum number of signatures for small cities remains 

6 at ten. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

SIMILAR TO HF 2245 (LSa 8226H) 

LSB 8226HV 72 

-1- tj/Jw/r., 

," .. '-"' 

" 



~.~~, ';~:~,o::.-~"""' 

HOUSE FILE 2388 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO THE PETITION SIGNATURES REQUIRED TO CALL AN ELEC

TION TO FILL A VACANCY IN AN ELECTIVE CITY OFFICE. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 372.13, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 

Supplement 1987, is amended to read as follows: 

a. By appointment by the remaining members of the council, 

except that if the remaining members do not constitute a 

quorum of the full membership, paragraph "b" shall be 

followed. The appointment shall be for the period until the 

next pending election as defined in section 69.12, and shall 

be made within forty days after the vacancy occurs. If the 

council chooses to proceed under this paragrap~, it shall 

publish notice in the manner prescribed by section 362.3, 

stating that the council intends to fill the vacancy by 

appointment but that the electors of the city or ward, as the 

case may be, have the right to file a petition requiring that 

the vacancy be filled by a special election. The council may 

publish notice in advance if an elected official submits a 

7~;;'i';>~ ~< 
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resignation to take effect at a future date. The council may 

make an appointment to fill the vacancy after the notice is 

published or after the vacancy occurs, whichever is later. 

However, if within fourteen days after publication of the 

notice or within fourteen days after the appointment is made, 

whiChever is later, there is filed with the city clerk a 

petition which requests a special election to fill the vacancy 

and-whieh-is-signed-by-eligible-eleeeors-who-are,-or-wotlld-be 

iE-registered,-entitled-to-vote-to-Eill-the-ofEiee-in 

question,-equal-in-nHmber-to-two-pereen~-oE-tho5e-who-voted ____________ __ 

Eor-eandidate5-for-the-ofEiee-at-the-last-preeeding-regtllar 

eleetion-at-whieh-the-oEEiee-was-on-the-ballot,-bue-no~-less 

~han-ten-persons, an appointment to fill the vacancy is 

temporary and the council shall call a special election to 

fill ttte vacancy permanently, under paragraph "b". The number 

of signatures of eligible electors of a city for a valid 

petition shall be determined as follows: 

il) For a city with a population of ten thousand or less, 

at least two hundred signatures or at least the number of 

signatures equal to fifteen percent of the voters who vote~ 

for candidates for the office at the preceding regular 

election at which the office was on the ballot, whichever 

number is fewer. 

12) For a city with a population of more than ten thousand 

but not more than fifty thousand, at least one thousand 

signatures or at least the number of signatures equal to 

fifteen percent of the voters who voted for candidates for the 

office at the preceding regular election at which the office 

was on the ballot, whichever number is fewer. 

(3) For a city with a population of more than fifty 

thousand, at least two thousand signatures or at least the 

number of signatures equal to ten percent of the voters who 

voted for candidates for the office at the preceding regUlar 

election at which the office was on the ballot, whichever 

number is fewer. 
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(4) The minimum number of signatures Eor a valid petition 

shall not be fewer 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

JO ANN ZIMMERMAN 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

is known as House File 2388, Seventy-second General Assembly. 

Approved ~ II 
• 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

, " ."~' '. :~" ., ~. 

JOSEPH O'HERN 

Chief Clerk of the House 
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