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HOOSE FILE ..;z,.3 g 1 
BY COMMITTEE ON SMAr.,-, BUSINESS 

AND COMMERCE 

(Fo:anerly House Study Bill 690) 

Passed House, Date 3/9/V-'-(i.6?,) Passed Senate, Date .3~<!I,,5'(;. h'Y,) 
, " , if 

Vote: Ayes '1.3 Nays c> Vote: Ayes <,1.3' Nays c) 

---->"---

A BILL FOR 

An Act relating to the construction of cable systems and 
telegraph and telephone lines in the state. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
HOUSE FILE 2387 

H-5323 

1 Amend House File 2387 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, lines 8 and 9, by striking the words 
3 "or any private individual q and inserting the 
4 following: "ot'-anY-~t'i~tlee-i"di~i:dt%~d". 
H-5323 FILED MARCH 7, 1988 BY MAULSBY of Calhoun 
i'/O .ij4::'f :..-7;) 
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HOUSE FILE 2387 

5-5507 

h. 

S-5507 ti~ .3,/.,'1 (1./0 '1~) 
Filed March 22, 1988 BY COM~UTTEE ON COMMERCE 

WILLIAM PALMER, Chairperson 

TLSB 8169HV 72 

gk/jw/5 



s. F. H.F. ,).38'1 

1 Spction 1. Section 477.1, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 47}.~ RIGHT OF WAY. 

4 Any personL er firm, and a~y corporation or9a~~~ed-for-s~~h 

5 p~rpose, within or without the state, may construct a 

6 telegraph or telephone line or cable system along the public 

7 roads of the state, or across or under the rivers or over L 

8 under. Er thro\!gh any lands belonging to the state or any 

9 private individual, and may er~ct ~he ~install necessary 

10 fixtures ~herefor. 

11 Sec. 2. Section 477.2, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 477.2 REMOVAL OF LINES AND CABLE SYSTEMS. 

14 When any road along which said the telegraph or telephone 

IS line or cable system has been constructed ~haii-be or 

16 installed is changed, the person. firm or corporation shall. 

17 upon ninety days' notice in writing. remove said the telegra~ 

18 or telephone lines or cable system to ~aid the road as 

19 established. The notice may be served upon any agent or 

20 operator in the employ of ~tteh the person, firm or 

21 corporation. 

22 Sec. 3. Section 477.3, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 477.3 CONSTRUCTION -- INSTALLATION -- DAMAGES. 

25 S~eh The fixtures shall not be ~o constructed a~-~o or 

26 installed in a manner which causes inconvenience to the public 

27 in the use of any road or in the navigation of any stream; nor 

28 shall they be ~e~-tlp erected or installed on the private 

29 grounds of any individual without paying the individual a just 

30 equivalent for the damage the individual ~"erehy sustains £y 

31 the construction or installation. 

32 Sec. 4. Section 477.4, Code 1987. is amended to read as 

33 follmls: 

34 477.4 CONDEMNATION. 

35 IE the person eve:: oc througt whose la"d~ etlell this 
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1 telegraph or telephone line or cable system passes claims more 

2 damages ~"e~e~o~ than the proprietor of ~Me" the line or cahle 

3 system is willing to pay, the amount the~eo~ of damages 

4 sustained may be determined in the same manner as provided for 

5 taking private property for works of internal improvement. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 This bill allows any person, firm, or corporation to con-

8 struct a cable system along the public roads of this state, or 

9 across or under the rivers, or over, under, or through any 

10 lands belonging to the state or any private individual. 

11 The person, firm, or corporation may also erect or install 

12 necessary fixtures for the cable system. However, under 

13 section 477.3, the fixtures may not be constructed or 

14 installed in a manner which causes inconvenience to the public 

15 in the use of any road or in the navigation of any stream. 

16 Also, damages sustained by an individual by the construction 

17 or installation of the cable system must be paid. 

18 The bill also expands the extent to which a telegraph or 

19 telephone may be constructed so that they can be constructed 

20 under or through lands belonging to the state or private 

21 individuals 
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rather than just over such land. 

SUCCESSOR TO HSB 690 (LSB 8169HC) 

COMPANION TO LSB 8l73SC 
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 2387 
'1-6071 

Amend House File 2387 as ~assed by the House, as 
2 tollows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 10, by i~serting afte: the word 
4 u'.:here~o:"." the fOllowi!1g: "~c',oIeVe:-, construction of 
5 ~ telegraph or telc:phone 1 ~ :1-::,5:.: c301e svst.~;r\ a':onq a 
6 :J~ itnary road is St~~Et _t:.~.~~L~~~_c.d.:??~ed o~ ~~~.~tate 
7 deoart;npnt of trails~ortJt~?~." 
--~-.----,- ... ---"""----"'-- --

'''-:~;;7~ ·'r; .. ::.:~ ;'::'\y,c~~ 3-;. ~:, S': . .-:' 
;J.....--- --e-'~> "I.,. (1- I.> ". 7 ) 

~' __ • "'.' - .... _-.~._'-_.~' •• '. "" -"V'' ••• -.,...~ •• ""-.' 

.., .. . ~
:t; .• '\.'-... ::. 



• 
L./s B 

Hou&e Study 8Ui 690 . d 
Gron,nga. Harb<>r,n BU~i,'ljESS AND COMMERCE 

Blan!.he.n• Chair~ Chapman. "-' • 
d Commerce; I 

Small Business lln ].,/1iA.,-tj 
Schnekloth. __ -

Passed Bouse, Date 
Vote; Ayes Nays ______ _ 

HOUSE FILE u2 397 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON SMALL 

BUSINESS AND COMMERCE BILL) 

Passed Senate, Date 
Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved __________________________ __ 

A BIll FOR 

1 An Act· relating to the construction of cable systems and 

2 telegraph and telephone lines in the state. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. R.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 477.1, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 
3 477.1 RIGHT OF WAY. 
4 Any person, or firm, and-any ££ corporation er9an~zed-ror 
5 saeh-parpese, within or without the state, may construct a 
6 telegraph or telephone line or cable system along the public 

7 roads of the state, or across or under the rivers or overL 

8 under, or through any lands belonging to the state or any 

9 private individual, and may erect ehe or install necessary 
10 fixtures eherefor for the telegraph or telephone line or cable 

11 system. 
12 Sec. 2. Section 477.2, Code 1987, is amended to read as 

13 follows: 
14 477.2 REMOVAL OF LINES AND CABLE SYSTEMS. 
15 When any road along which se~d the telegraph or telephone 
16 line or cable system has been constructed sftaii-be or 

17 installed is changed, the person, firm, or corporation shall, 
18 upon ninety days' notice in writing, remove sa~d the telegraph 

19 or telephone lines or cable system to sa*d ~ road as 
20 established. The notice may be served upon any agent or 

21 operator in the employ of saeh the person, firmL or 
22 corporation. 
23 Sec. 3. Section 477.3, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
24 follows: 
25 477.3 CONSTRUCTION -- INSTALLATION -- DAMAGES. 
26 Saeh The fixtures shall not be so constructed as-~o or 
27 installed in a manner which causes inconvenience to the public 

28 in the use of any road or in the navigation of any stream; nor 
29 shall they be se~-ap erected or installed on the private 
30 grounds of any individual without paying the individual a just 

31 equivalent for the damage the individual ~hereby sustains ~ 
32 the construction or installation. 
33 Sec. 4. Section 477.4, Code 1987, is amended to read as 
34 follows: 

35 477.4 CONDEMNATION. 
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S.F. ____ H.F. 

~ 1 If the person over or through whose lands ~ueh the 

• 

• 

2 telegraph or telephone line or cable system passes claims more 
3 damages therefor than the proprietor of ~tteh the line or cable 
4 system is willing to pay, the amount ehereof of damages 
5 sustained may be determined in the same manner as provided for 
6 taking private property for works of internal improvement. 
7 EXPLANATION 
8 This bill allows any person, firm, or corporation to con-
9 struct a cable system along the public roads of this state, or 

10 across or under the rivers, or over, under, or through any 
11 lands belonging to the state or any private individual. 
12 The. person, firm, or corporation may also erect or install 
13 necessary fixtures for the cable system. However, under 
14 section 477.3, the fixtures cannot be constructed or installed 
15 in a manner which causes inconvenience to the public in the 
16 use of any road or in the navigation of any stream. Also, 
17 damages sustained by an individual by the construction or 
18 installation of the cable system must be paid. 
19 The bill also expands the extent to which telegraph or 
20 telephone lines may be constructed so that they can be con-
21 structed under or through lands belonging to the state or 
22 private individuals rather than just over such land. 
23 COMPANION TO LSB 8l73SC 
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HOUSE FI I. I: 2387 

AN ACT 

RE:LATJNG TO THE CONSrRUCTIOll Of CABLE SYSTE:"S AllO TELEGRAPH AND 

TEL~PKON£ Ll~ES IN THE STATE. 

8£ IT £~ACTED a·:· THE GENERAL ASS~BLY or rKE STATf: or IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 477.1, Code 1987. is amended to read as 

follows; 

-477.1 RIGHt or WAY, 

Any perSOOL ~~ firm. and an1 corporation or~anized-for '~aeh 

p~tpo~e. within or without the state, may construct a 

telegrapn or te~ephone line or c.lbie systp.m ,dong the public 

roads of the state. or across or under the rivers or oVElr!_ 

under, or through any lands belonqinq to the state or any 

private individual, clnd Inay erect the Q.~ .. ~"!'~~ necess<lty 

fixtures thet'ef~r. H~wever. construction ~f_~_.~~.!.e.9:_a~ 

tel~phone line :H cable system along a pc ~.~!'y'_c:oad_ . .i:> subject 
to rules adoptee ~e state department of transpor~.~tLo...!!...:. 

Sec. 2. Sec:::on ~77.2. Code 1967, is amended to read as 

follows; 

<477.2 R£X()VA!. OF L [NES AND CADLE S'lS'l'f.MS. 

When any roac alonq .... hich ~a:td the tele9r~---2.!. .~elc:p!,2.'!~ 

line ~ .. cable S::.t.f:.~ has bep.n constructed ,htllH-be qr 

instal~~is chanqed. the person. firm or cor90ration shall, 

upon nirety days· notice in writin9. rerrove ,tIItd !_h_~ ... ~.ele9raph 

~~~ liC'.es or ca~l_~ .. sy'~~~~ to ~ai:d ~.h.~ ro.1d as 
established. T~.e notice may be served upo~ any aql"nt or 

operator in the employ of ~ae~ the person, firm or 

corporatlon. 

Sec. 3. Sec~.o/l 477.1, Codl" 1987, lS amendpd to read as 

tolloYs: 

~ ·'1. J CONST?:"CT[ON :.-.. ~~~:!,~~LATION .. ~),"V"J\(j,:S. 

5'.!e"! ::j£ fi:c ... :f!S :.;hctll not bp ~('I f:"nS::;Jcted e~--:" ':l.r 

:....'.~.:~L·~.~ . ..!..'!...~. ~.c:.':.~~':...·"h~~C"'l\J!,:~:. inCOf'v~:):~th':(! ::.:-? :.:-;"" publl": 

;:-; ·.r:e '::ie 1'( ~~ .. raa~ ,): :r! ".:-e r;,l'''lq,l:::jc'' .:( an:: '~:.:'_'alTl; ;l:-:>~ 

House file '187, p. 2 

shall they be ,et-tlp ~.l·cted_~_~.,~f).!.!..d_l)!.q on the pr iv(\te 

qrounds of clny individual o.,ithout j)aying the individual a JUSt 

equivalent for the damAge the individual there-by sustains !?:.r 
!he cons~.~uct iQ!'L~! i n!).'!"~.!.!~.~9_!!. 

Sec. 4. Section 477.4. Code 1987, is amended to read as 

follows: 

477.4 CONDE.HNA1'ION. 

If thl" person over 2.L.~'1F.2'~.9.!! whose lands 311eh thi.!! 

teleqraph or telephone line ~! cclbl~yptem pass~s claims More 

damages t~erefor than the proprietor of 3aeh !n£ line or_ca~ 

system is willin9 to pay. the amount the~eof ~~st~mages 

su!!>.~~.!..nl"d may be determined in the same manner as provi.ded for 

tal(ing pri.vate property fo: .. ·orks of internal improv~ment. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speal(er of the House 

SO ANN Z U<.MERMAN 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that t~is bill oriqinated in the Hous~ and 

is known as House ~ile 2387. Seventy-second General Assembly. 

,w, •••• ~6'_ 
"!""t;!u("{ E:. ~RANS'!AO 

(;0v~rn()r 

JOSEPH O'UERN 

Chief Clerk of the Kouse 
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