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MARa 1988 
HOUSE FILE ~.3 8 I 

Place On Calendar BY COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE 

(Formerly House Study Bill 571) 

Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes 

Date 3)1 /g-,; (~t1a) Passed Senate, 
" V Nays 0 Vote: Ayes 

Approved ~o; , 1 "> If& 

A BILL FOR 

Date '3/30 III 11I if ""J 
t{~ Nays~, __ _ 

1 An Act relating to carrying out water protection projects and 

2 practices within soil and water conservation districts, and 

3 providing for a water protection fund. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE FILE 2381 
H-5381 

1 Amend House File 2381 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by striking lines 17 through 19. 

H-?381, Ff~9 MA~CH 8, 1988 BY JOHNSON of WinneshieK 
V~~.f - 9 _1'_ .; /0) 
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S. F. H.F • .2381 

1 Section 1. Section 467A.7, Code Supplement 1987, is 

2 amended by adding the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 20. To enter into agreements pursuant to 

4 chapter 467F with the owner or occupier of land within the 

5 district or cooperating districts, or any other private entity 

6 or public agency, in carrying out water protection practices, 

7 including district and multidistrict projects to protect this 

8 state's groundwater and surface water from point and nonpoint 

9 sources of contamination, including but not limited to 

10 agricultural drainage wells, sinkholes, sedimentation, and 

11 chemical pollutants. 

12 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 467F.l DEFINITIONS. 

13 As used or referred to in this chapter, unless a different 

14 meaning clearly appears from the context: 

15 1. "District" means a soil and water conservation district 

16 established in chapter 467A. 

2. "Commissioner" means one of the members of the 

18 district's governing body appointed pursuant to section 

19 467A.6. 

20 3. "Department" means the department of agriculture and 

21 land stewardship. 

22 4. "Division" means the division of soil conservation 

23 created within the department. 

24 5. "Committee" or "state soil conservation committee" 

25 means the committee established by section 467A.4. 

26 6. "United States" or "agencies of the United States" 

27 includes the United States of America, the soil conservation 

28 service of the Onited States department of agriculture, and 

29 any other agency or instrumentality, corporate or otherwise, 

30 of the United States. 

31 7. "Landowner" includes any person, including a federal 

32 agency, this state or any of its political subdivisions, who 

33 holds title to land lying within a proposed district. 

34 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 467F.2. WATER PROTECTION PROJECTS 

3S AND PRACTICES. 
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1. Each soil and water conservation district, alone and 

whenever practical in conjunction with other districts, shall 

carry out district-wide and multiple-district projects to 

support water protection practices in the district or 

districts, including projects to protect this state's 

groundwater and surface water from point and nonpoint sources 

of contamination, inCluding but not limited to contamination 

by agricultural drainage wells, sinkholes, sedimentation, or 

chemical pollutants. 

10 2. An owner of or occupant of land within a district may 

11 establish a water protection practice under this chapter by 

12 entering into an agreement with the district in which the 

13 owner or occupant receives financial assistance to establish 

14 water protection practices in consideration for promising to 

15 maintain the practices according to rules adopted by the 

16 division. The financial assistance may be in the form of 

17 grants, loans, or cost-sharing arrangements. An agreement 

18 shall not be binding until the assistance is specifically 

19 approved for that land and made available to the owner or 

20 occupant. 

21 3. The division shall approve an award of financial 

22 assistance based on an application submitted by the owner or 

23 occupant of the land. The division may require a copy of the 

24 application with an evaluation of the application by the 

25 district. Each application for financial assistance shall be 

26 considered under a priority 

27 disbursement of unallocated 

system adopted by the district 

funds. The district, under the 

for 

28 supervision of a district technician, shall design proposed 

29 clean water practices for which financial assistance has been 

30 Obligated. The district shall determine compliance with 

31 applicable design standards and specifications. The landowner 

32 shall construct and is liable for the performance of the water 

33 protection practices on the land. 

4. The division shall adopt rules necessary for the 

administration of this chapter, including rules relating to 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 the approval of programs and projects, designing a project or 

2 water protection practices, the estimation of costs of a 

3 project or program, and the inspection of projects or 

4 practices being placed or maintained on the land. 

S Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 467F.3 COOPERATION WITH OTHER 

6 AGENCIES. 

7 Soil and water conservation districts may enter into 

8 agreements with the United States, as provided by state law, 

9 or with the state of Iowa or any agency of the state, any 

10 other soil and water conservation district, or other political 

11 subdivision of this state, for cooperation in preventing, 

12 controlling, or attempting to prevent or control contamination 

13 of groundwater or surface water by point and nonpoint sources 

14 of pollution. Soil and water conservation districts may 

15 accept, as provided by state law, any money disbursed for 

i6 water quality preservation purposes by the federal government 

17 or any agency of the federal government, and expend the money 

18 for the purposes for which it was received. 

19 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 467F.4. WATER PROTECTION FUND. 

20 A water protection fund 1S created within the division. 

21 The fund is composed of money appropriated by the general 

22 assembly for that purpose, and moneys available to and 

23 obta1ned or accepted by the state soil conservation committee 

24 from the United States or private sources for placement in the 

2S fund. The fund shall be a revolving loan fund from which 

26 moneys may be used for loans, grants, administrative costs, 

27 and cost-sharing. 

28 In administering the fund the division may: 

29 Contract, sue and be sued, and adopt rules necessary to 

30 carry out t~e provisions of this section, but the division or 

31 committee shall not in any manner directly or indirectly 

32 pledge the credit of this state. 

33 2. Authorize payment from the water protection fund, from 

34 fees and from any income received by investments of money in 

35 the fund for costs, comm1ssions, attorney fees, and other 
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1 reasonable expenses related to and necessary for making and 

2 protecting direct loans under this section, and ror the 

3 recovery of moneys loaned or the management or property 

4 acquired in connection with the loans. 

5 EXPLANATION 

6 This bill provides that soil and water conservation 

7 districts in cooperation with the division of soil conserva-

8 tion, may carry out district-wide and multiple district water 

9 protection projects and enter into agreements with persons, 

10 including landholders, to carry out water protection 

11 practices. The bill also creates a water protection fund 

12 within the division of soil conservation from which moneys may 

13 be used to 
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THIRTY-SEVEN, MARCH 11, 1988 HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

HOUSE FILE 2381 
FISCAL NOTE 

=,luLSTED BY REPRESENTATIVE OSTERBERG 

In compliance with a written request received March 2, 1988, a fiscal note for 
HOUSE FILE 2381 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17. Data used in 
developing this fiscal note are available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau 
to members of the Legislature upon request. 

House File 2381 provides that Soil and Water Conservation Districts in 
cooperation with the Division of Soil Conservation, may carry out 
district-wide and mUltiple district water protection project5 and enter into 
agreements with persons, including landholders, to carry out water protection 
practices. House File 2381 also creates a Water Protection Fund within the 
Division of Soil Conservation from which moneys may be used to support the 
projects and practices. 

FISCAL EFFECT 
The Department of Agriculture and Land Stewardship estimates that House File 
2381 would have administrative expenses of $500,000, including $138,778 for 
salaries, $56,000 for support, and $305,222 for financial incentives for FY 
1989. 

ASSUMPTIONS 
1. House File 2381 would be implemented through the existing Soil and Water 

Conservation District framework through the Division of Soil 
Conservation. 

2. Four field office staff and one administrator will be required to 
implement the programs. 

3. Program costs are based upon the current program costs of the Publicly 
Owned Lakes Program. 

REVENUE 
General Fund 

Total 

EXPENDITURES 

$ 
$ 

Salaries $ 

(dollars In thousands) 
Fiscal Year 1989 Fiscal Year 1990 

Proposed 
Law 

500 $ 
500 $ 

500 
500 

$ 
$ 

Proposed 
Law 

Increase 
(Decrease) 

500 $ 
500 $ 

500 
500 

(FTE's) ( 
138.8 
5.0) 

56 
305.2 

500 

$ 138.2 
( 5.0) 

56 
305.2 

$ 145.7 
( 5.0) 

23 
331.3 

$ 145.7 
( 5.0) 

23 
331.3 

Support 
Financial Incentives 

Total $ $ 500 $ 500 $ 500 

SOURCE: Department of Agriculture and Land Steward~.ip (LSB ..Jl.9.l.H, JKH) 

LED MARCH 10, 1988 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 
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(As Amended and Passed by the House March 9, 1988) 
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Passed Senate, Date ~4olr~(?f /1';1) 
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S.F. ____ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 467A.7, Code Supplement 1987, is 

2 amended by adding the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 20. To enter into agreements pursuant to 
4 chapter 467F with the owner or occupier of land within the 
5 district or cooperating districts, or any other private entity 
6 or public agency, in carrying out water protection practices, 

7 including district and multidistrict projects to protect this 

8 state's groundwater and surface water from point and nonpoint 

9 sources of contamination,including but not limited to 

10 agricultural drainage wells, sinkholes, sedimentation, and 

11 chemical pollutants. 

12 Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 467F.l DEFINITIONS. 

13 As used or referred to in this chapter, unl:ss a different 
14 meaning clearly appears from the context:· 

15 1. "District" means a soil and water conservation district 
16 established in chapter 467A. 

* 17 2. "Depart·ment ,; means the depa rtment of agr icul ture and 

18 land stewardship. 

19 3. "Division" means the division of soil conservation 
20 created within the department. 

21 4. "Committee" or "state soil conservation committee" 
22 means the committee established by section 467A.4. 

23 5. "United States" or "agencies of the United States" 
24 includes the United States of America, the soil conservation 

25 service of the United States department of agriculture, and 
26 any other agency or instrumentality, corporate or otherwise, 
27 of the United States. 

28 6. "Landowner" includes any person, including a federal 

29 agency, this state or any 
30 holds title to land lying 

31 Sec. 3. NEW SECTION. 
32 AND PRACTICES. 

of its political subdiviSions, who 
within a proposed district. 

467F.2. WATER PROTECTION PROJECTS 

33 1. Each soil and water conservation district, alone and 
34 whenever practical in conjunction with other districts, shall 

35 carry out district-wide and multiple-district projects to 
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l support water protection practices in the district or 

2 districts, including .projectsto protect this state's 

3 groundwater and surface water from· point and nonpoint sources 

4 of contamination, including but not limited to contamination 

5 by agricultural drainage wells, sinkholes, sedimentation, or 

6 chemical pollutants. 

7 2. An owne~ of or· 'occupant of land within a district may 

8 establish a water prote,ctionpractice under this chapter by 

9 entering into an agreement with the district in which the 

10 owner or occupant receives financial assistance to establish 

11 water protection practices in consideration for promising to 

12 maintain the practices according.to. rules adopted by the 

13 division. The financial assista'nce may be in the form of 
. . . - ~ -' ", " . 

14 grants, loans, ~t'cost:"Sharing'arrangements. An agreement 

15 shall not be binding until the assistance is specif~cally 

16 approved for that land and made available to the owner or 

17 occupant. 

18 3. The division shall approve an award of financial 

19 assistance'based on';:;n appii~ation submitted by the owner or 

20 occupant of the land; The division may require a copy of the 

21 application with an evaluation of the application by the 

22 district. Each application' for financial assistance shall be 

23 considered under a prioritysyst'em adopted by the district for 

24 disbursement of unallocated funds "The distr ict, under the 

25 supervision of adi.strict t6oChnician, shall design proposed 

26 clean water practicesfor.which financial assistanc4? has been 

27 obligated .. ,The district shat'l determine. compliance wit.h 

28 applicable design standards and specifications. The landowner .' ' 

29 shall construct and is liable for the performance of the water 

30 protection practices on the .land. 

31 4. The divis'ionshal1adopt'rul:es necessary for the 

32 administration of this. chapter(including rules relating to 

33 the approval of programs and projects, designing a project or 

34 water protection prcictices, the estimation of costs of a 

35 project or program, and the inspection of projects or 

-2-
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1 practices being placed or maintained on the land. 
2 Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 467F.3 COOPERATION WITH OTHER 

3 AGENCIES. 
4 Soil and water conservation districts may enter into 

5 agreements with the united States, as provided by state law, 
6 or with the state of Iowa or any agency of the state, any 

7 other soil and water conservation district, or other political 
8 subdivision of this state, for cooperation in preventing, 

9 controlling, or attempting to prevent or control contamination 
10 of groundwater or surface water by point and nonpoint sources 

11 of pollution. Soil and water conservation districts may 
12 accept, as provided by state law, any money disbursed for 

13 water quality preservation purposes by the federal government 
14 or any agency of the federal government, and expend the ,money 

15 for the purposes for which it was received. 
16 Sec. 5. NEW SECTION. 467F.4. WATER PROTECTION FUND. 

17 A water protection fund is created within the division. 
18 The fund is composed of money appropriated by the general 

19 assembly for that purpose, and moneys available to and 

20 obtained or accepted by the state soil conservation committee 

21 from the United States or private sources for placement in the 

22 fund. The fund shall be a revolving loan fund from which 

23 moneys may be used for loans, grants, administrative costs, 
24 and cost-sharing. 
25 In administering the fund the division ma'y: 
26 1. Contract, sue and I?e sued, and adopt rules necessary to 

27 carry out the provisions of this section, but the division or 

28 committee shall not -in any manner directly or indirectly 

29 pledge the credit of this state. 
30 2. Authorize payment from the 

31 fees and from any income received 

water protection fund, from 

by investments of money in 
32 the fund for costs, commissions, attorney fees, and other 

33 reasonable expenses related to and necessary for making and 
34 protecting direct loans under this section, and for the 
35 recovery of moneys loaned or the management of property 

-3-
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1 acquired in connec.ti,on .with the loans. 

2 SIMILAR TO HSB 571 (LSB 7191H,) 
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Agriculture: J OhDSOD. Chair: Cooper. Kremer. McKinney and Pttenen of Muscatine. ; l!; ~ U i e 

Passed Bouse, Oate __________ _ 

Vote: Ayes ___ Nays 
Approved 

A BIU FOR 

BOUSE FILE 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

AGRICULTURE BILL) 

Passed Senate, Oate 
Vote: Ayes _____ Nays 

1 An Act relating to carrying out sustainable soil and water 
2 conservation reserve projects, and providing an appropriation. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ____ H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 467A.7, Code Supplement 1987, is 
2 amended by adding the following new subsection: ... 
3 NEW SUBSECTION. 20. To use state cost-sharing funds, not-
4 withstanding subsection 16, to purchase equipment required to 
5 carry out sustainable soil and water conservation reserve 
6 projects. 
7 Sec. 2. There is appropriated from the general fund of the 
8 state for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1988, and ending 
9 June 30, 1989, to the department of agriculture and land 

10 stewardship, one million (1,000,000) dollars, or so much 
11 thereof as is necessary, for the purpose of funding certain 
12 financial incentive programs administered by the division of 
13 soil conservation under state cost-sharing as provided in 
14 chapter 467A. Of the funds appropriated, not less than five 
15 hundred thousand (500,000) dollars shall be allocated equally 
16 among the soil and water conservation districts, and not less 
17 than five hundred thousand (500,000) dollars shall be awarded 
18 to soil and water conservation districts to establish programs 
19 to enhance the state's groundwater quality or to protect from 4Ia 
20 soil filtration and chemical contamination, surface water to 
21 which the public has access. 
22 EXPLANATION 
23 This bill provides that soil and water conservation dis-
24 tricts may use state cost-sharing funds to purchase equipment 
25 required to carry out certain soil and water conservation 
26 projects. It provides an appropriation to the department of 
27 agriculture and land stewardship to fund certain programs 
28 administered by the division of soil conservation. 
29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

~ '- "'. ; . ",," ... 
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HOUSE FILE 2381 

AN ACT 

RELA~ING TO CARR~ING OUT WATER PROTECTION PROJECTS AND PRAC­

TICeS WITHIN SOIL AND WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICTS, AND 

PROYIDING FOR A WATER PROTECTION POND. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEKBLV OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 467A.7. Code Supplement 1987, is 

amended by adding the following new subsection: 
HEW SOBSECTION. 2~. To enter into aqree=ents pursuant to 

chapter 467r with the owner or occupLer of land within the 
distri.ct or cooperating districts. or any other private entity 
or public agency. in carrying out water protection practices. 
including diatrict and multidistrict projects to protect this 
state's groundwater and surface water from poLnt and nonpoint 
sources of contamination, including but not limited to 
agricultural drainage wells, sin~holes, sedi~entation, and 

chemical pollutants. 
Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 467F.l DEFINITIONS. 

As used or referred to in this chapter, unless a different 
meaning clearly appears fr~ the context: 

1. "District" aleans a soil and water conservation district 

established in chapter 461A. 
2. "Department"' Means the departl'lent of aqrictllture and 

land stewardship. 
3. -Division- means the division of soil consecvation 

created within the department. 
4. "CoJ'IUQittee" or "state soil conservation coJ'lltDittee" 

~eans the committee established by section 467A.4. 
5. "United States" or "agencies of the United States" 

includes the United States of America, the SOli conserv~tion 
service of the United S~at(?s liepartrnent of aqriculture. and 
any otner agency or i{)s::ruCft~r.tality. corporate or otherwise, 

Hoose File 2J81. p. 2 

of tne United States. 
6. ··Lando .... ner .. i.ncludes any pe:son. including.a federal 

agency, this state or any 
holds title to land lying 

Sec. 1. NEW SBCTION. 

AND PRACTICES. 

of its 
.... ithi.n 
467F.2 

political subdivisions. who 
a proposed district . 

·"ATER PROTECTION PROJECTS 

1. Each soil and vater con~ervation district, alone and 
.... henever practical in conjunction with other districts, shall 
carry out district-wide and multiple-district projects to 
support vater protection practices in the district or 
districts, including projects to protect this state's 
groundvater and surface water from point and nonpoint sources 
of contamination. including but not limited to contamination 
by aqricultural drainage wells. sinkholes, sedi=entation, or 

che~ical pollutants. 
2. An owner of or occupant of land vithin a district ~ay 

establish a .... atar protection practice under this chapter by 
entering into an agreement vith the district in which the 
o .... ner or occupant receives financial assistance to establish 
water protection practices in con$ideration tor promising to 
maintain the practices accordinq to rules adopted by the 
division. The financial assistance may be in the for~ at 
grants, loans, or cost-sharing arrangements. 
shall not be binding untll the ass~stance is 

An aqreement 

spec! fically 

approved for that land and ~de aV4ilabie to the owner or 

occupant. 
J. The division shall approve an award at financial 

assistance based on an application SUbmitted by the owner or 
occupant of the land. The divisio~ may require a copy of the 
application with an evalUation of ~he application by the 
district. Each applicati.on for fi.;-.ancial Assistance shlill be 
considered under a priority systpm ddopted by the district for 
disbursement of unallocated funds. The district, under tne 
superv1sion of a distr :c'\:. tec:'nic~an. ~hal1 dt's.ign pcoposed 
cll'd.n ..,ater pc.lctiGp.s for ;Jh:c~ t_~.clnci.ll assistance ha!> been 

:I: .,., 
I\l 
to.) 

00 ... 
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obliqated. Tne district snaIl deter~ine complianc~ with 

applicable desiqn standards and specifications. 'I'he landowner 
shall construct and is liable for the performance of the .... ater 

protection practices on the land. 
4. The division shall adopt rules necessary for the 

admlnistration of this chapter, incl~dinq rules relatinq to 

the approval of proqrams and projects. desiqninq a project or 

water protection practlces. the estimation of costs of a 

project or proqram, and the inspection of projects or 

practices beinq placed or maintalned on the land. 

Sec. 4. NEW SECTION. 467F.3 COOPERATION WITH OTHER 

AGENCIES. 

Soil and water conservation districts may enter lnta 

aqreeAents with the United States. as provlded by state law, 
or with the state of lava or any aqency of the state, any 

other soil and water conservation district, or other political 
subdivision of this state. for cooperation In preventinq, 

controllinq, or atte~ptinq to prevent or control contamination 

of qroundvater or surface water by point and nonpaint sources 

of pollution. Soil and .... ater conservation districts may 

accept. as provided by state law. any money disbursed for 

water quality preservation purposes by the federal qovernment 

or any aqency of the f~deral qovernRilent. and expend the money 
for the purposes for .... hich it was received. 

Sec. S. NE!:i_~ECTION. 467F.4 WATER PROTECTION FUND. 

A water protection fund is created wlthill the division. 

The fund is composed of money appropriated by the qeneral 

assembly for that purpos~, and moneY$ available to and 

obtdined or accepted by the state soil conservation committee 

from the United States or pri~ate sources for place~ent in the 

fund. The fund shall be a r~volvln9 loan fund from which 

moneys cn.ay be used for loans. qrants, admlnlstrative CO$ts. 
and cost-sharinq. 

In administerinq the fund thp diviSion may: 

- e 
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1. Contract. sue and be sued, and adopt rules necessary to 

carty out the prov£slons of this sect lon, but the diviSlon or 

cotMiittee shall not in any manner directly or indirectly 
pledqe the credit of this stat~. 

2. Authorize payment fro~ the water protection fund, fro~ 

fees and from any tncome r~ceived by investments of money in 

the fund for costs. commissions. attorney fees. and other 

reasonable expenses related to and necessary for makinq and 

protectin9 direct loans under this 5ection. and for the 

recovery of moneys loaned or the manaqe~ent of property 

acqulred in connection with the loans. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

JO ANN Z I MHERHAN 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill oriqinated in the House and 

is kno .... n as House File 2381. Seventy-second General Ass~mbly. 

------- - -----------------
JOSI:PII O' HERN 

Chief Cleek of the House ..9 1966 

'ff:RRY E. 3RAtlSl'AD 
GovC'tno: 

e 


