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FEB I 6 1988 

Judiciary & Law Enfc~cemenl 
HOUSE FILE .:l.':< +- 7 
BY HOLVECK 

Passed House, Date '/-'/.-; 'Ie' Passed Sena tE', Da t e 7./:'l, I.~ . 1 ".' 

Vote: Ayes Vote: Ayes '.1 , Nays 

An 

BE 

, -"--'-'--

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to an action for slarder or libel for a report or 

statement made to the division of job service of the 

department of employment services. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

TIS3 171 '3XH 72 

rr.J/sc/l4 



S . r· . H.F. ;'~17 

Section 1. Sectio" 96.11, suhsertion 7, pa~agraph b, 

J subparagraph (2), Code Supplement 19R7, is amen<:led to read as 

3 follows: 

4 (2) A report or statement, whether written or verbal, made 

? ~y a person to the division or to a person admir.istering this 

6 law is a privileged communication. A person is not liable for 

7 slander or libel on account of ~tlch-e the report or stateme~t 

8 unless the report or statement 15 made with malice. 

9 EXPLANATION 

10 This bill qualifies language under Iowa·s Jne,nployment 

IJ compensation law which creates an absolute privilege [see 

12 Haldeman v. Total Petroleum Inc., 376 :-l.W. 2d 98( 198?) J 

13 against an action for slander or libel with regard to a report 

14 or statement made by a person to the division of job service 

15 of the department of employment services. 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

3S 

:'SB 4719XH 72 

-1- mj/sc/l4 



-

HOUSE P'llE 2247 

AN ACT' 

REt-ATIl>G 1'0 At~ AC1'JON roEt SLANDER OR LIRtL FOR A REPORT OR 

STAT£.,.E:trT HADE TO THE DIVISION or JOB seRVICE or t-HE 

DCPMTI1£tn OF otPLO"{MENT SERVICES. 

8£ IT DlACT£D s't THE GENERAL ASSEMBL't OF THE 5T .... [ OF IOWA: 

Section 1. S~ctlon 96.11, Gubaection 7. pAraqraph b, 

ftUbpAfJlqrolllrh (~). ro-te Scpplell'_pnt 1987, is ~rr.pndtd to read .1:> 

10110"'5: 

(2) A rpporl or stat.~ent. vhPl~C' ~ritteJ\ O~ verb~l. ~ad. 

hi ~ person to the divislon or to a person admln:sterin9 l~iA 

lAW lS a prl'Jiltqed cOrru'l'lt.nkulon. A pecson l5 nJt llablp tor 

~ 

IIO'ISI!' rIle ,;:~.'. p. 

S)dn~~r at !Ib~l on account 01 ~ae~-~ !~! r~port or ~l~te~t-: 

~1~.!...!.:;5 t~.~l>f)~~~~,te~~!'1_~ l!o tallde wl_c:.~~ ~~~. 

DOnALD D. AV£tISOt~ 

Speaker at thp Hou~~ 

JO ANN tIHHER~AN 

President of th~ Sonat~ 

1 h~r~by certify that this blll ori9ino1ted in tho House cue 

15 known a& House rll~ 2247, Stventy-~econd C~n~ral A~~e~bly. 

APP'O"'d~. 1968 

7ER~Y E. 8RANSTAD 

Covtrnor 

JOSEPH O'H£Rt-I 

Chlt( Clerk or the House 
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