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1 An Act relating to the enforcement of protective orders and 

orders to vacate the homestead in dissolution cases, and 

providing for the application of penalties. 
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BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.c. ~/) 9 

1 Section 1. Section 236.8. Code 1987. is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

J 236.8 CONTEMPT. 

4 The court may hold a party in contempt for a violation of 

5 an order issued pursuant to this chapter. ~r for violation of 

6 a court-approved consent agreement~?r for violation of a 

7 temporary or permanent protective order or order to vacate the 

8 homestead issued pursuant to chapter_59B. If held in 

9 contempt. the defendant shall serve a jail sentence which may 

10 be on weekends. 

11 Sec. 2. Section 236.11. Code 1987. is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 236.11 DUTY OF PEACE OFFICER. 

14 A peace officer shall use every reasonable means to enforce 

15 any ~ civil or criminal order or approved consent agreement 

16 issued pursuant to this chapter or a temporary or permanen~ 

17 protective order or order to vacate the homestead issued 

18 pursuant to Chapter ,598. If a peace officer has probable 

19 cause to believe that a person has violated any ~ civil or 

20 criminal order or approved consent agreement issued pursuant 

21 to this chapter or chapter 598. the peace officer shall take 

22 the person into custody and take the person before the court 

23 which issued the order or approved tl)e agreement. at which 

24 time the court shall deterrrine whether the person has 

25 committed contempt pursuant to section 236.8. A peace officer 

26 shall not be held civilly or criminally liable for acting 

27 pursuant to this section provided that the peace officer acts 

28 in good faith. on probable cause. and stlch th~ officer's acts 

29 do not constitute a willful and wanton disregard for the 

30 rights or safety of another. 

31 EXPLANATION 

32 This bill provides that the chapter 236 provisio~s on 

33 arrest of domestic abuse offenders and certain othel: chapter 

34 236 enforcement provisions apply to persons viclating 

35 protective orders or orders to vacate the homest~ad i_ssued 

-1-
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1 pursuant to chapter 598, which is the dissolution of marriage 

2 chapter oE the Code. 
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AN ACT 
RELATING 'i'O THE r.N"ORCEM~;Nt' Of' PROTt:Cl'IVE: ORDERS AND ORDERS 

TO VACATE THE HOIU:ST(:AD IN 0 I 550[.U'1'I ON CASES. AUD PROV I 0-

InG rOR THe APPLICATION OF PENALTIES. 

8E IT ENACTED B't THE G£Nt:RAL ASSEMBLY or 'rAt: STATE: Of IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 236.8, Code 1967. is amended to read as 
follows: 

236.8 CONTEMPT. 

The court may hold a party in contempt ~or cl violation ot 
an order issued pursuant to this chaptec L O~ for violation ot 
a court-approved consent aqree-ment~Jpr violat!.£n of a 

temporary 0Lpermanent prote£~.!ye order or ord~r to vacate the 

hO/T\eBt~!ld iasued-'p.!!.8uant to chaP5er 598. If held in 

contempt, the defendant shall serve a jail sentence which ~ay 
be on \o'eekends. 

Sec. 2. Section 236.11. Code 1987, is amended to read as 
follows: 

236.11 DUTY OF PEACE OFfiCER. 

A peace officer shall use pvery reasonable means to enforce 

any! civil or criminal orde-r or approved consent 49reement 

issued pursuant to this chapter Q! __ ~~~£._ary or P~~!I'~ 

protect ive ord~r or order to vac_ate the .. t\o~es~~~J.Lls.sued 

pursuant to chap_ter 598. If a peace officer has probable 

cause to believe that a person has violated ony ~ civi 1 or 

criminal order or approved consent aqreement issu~~ p~rsua~~ 

to_this ch~p'~e-r or Chapter S_9.~, the peace oUicet shall take 

the person into <.-ustody and Lake th~ person before th~ court 

.... hich Issued the order or ~~~.v~.~t"!~ aqrl!t.'ment, at which 

time the- court shall determine whether the person h,\S 

cO:'l\ll1ilted contempt pursuant to ::.ecti.on 2]6_8. ,\ peCice oft"icer 

shall not be held civilly or criminally lidble for actinq 
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pursuant to tnis SeCtlon provided t.hat the pe",c~ offi.::fr~ acts 

in qood faith. on probable causE:. clnd ~ael\ ~~._oUi<:~_:.'~ act.$ 
do not C?nStltute a willful dnd wanton disrcq.lI'd toe :.-e 

rights or safety of another. 
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