
~ .,J.~ ~..,,; +;71.( 1 ,00 (0,,-- #~7 (l /"'C~) 
House File 164 

STATE GOVERNMENT: Gronstal. Chair; Gentleman and Welsh 

~vQ;,//o,h-i 

~ .e. 
o i/ 

2 

F£B 4 1987 

Place On Calendar 

HOUSE FILE It. d-
BY COMMITTEE ON STATE GOVERN­

MENT 

(Formerly House Study Bill 20) 

Passed House, Date ':;_/.g_ '?? 4.3 .... ..-) Passed Senate, Date .5".&,&7 ft!. 1737 ) 
t1 v 

Vote: Ayes 7'> Nays /'f Vote: Ayes </.7, Nays ~<,L,"-__ 

Approved .<0.(" / .... /.;> ...... ,..-; ," ,/ ' 
V..-:-dft...y4.A-:-( I ,/{~ '"4'.-..2.,,-;. {'; y ."J--.-..-,,-

l< ----r a'. y' ~ ~~.~~~~ .0; "'"'~ J.. ~ 0:.- -{j~ t' ~~ .,,~~ "-'-'. /'. " 
.f / ' v _ /s:? ,,?f- ~ .".:8 !>/9 77 (:t. -<'<'-_,) " ·f· _. 

C&",J_.<~ A Bill FOR .'37_"7' 

An Act relating to the discretion of a notary public in 

3 BE 

performing notarial services, and limiting that discretion. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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HOUSE FILE 164 
H-3069 

1 Amend House File 164 as follows: 
2 1. Page 1, by inserting the following before 
3 line 1: 
4 "Section 1. Section 77.4, subsections 2, 3, and 
5 4, Code ~987, are am~nded by striking the subsections." 
6 2. T~tle page, l~ne 1, by inserting after the 
7 word "Act" the following: "eliminating the requirement 
8 that notaries public be bonded and". 
9 3. Renumber as necessary. 

H-3069 FILED FEBRUARY 11, 1987 BY HUHMEL of Benton 
~/~ J!t~/?'7 (~3;'-':') 
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S.F. H.F. 

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 77.8 DISCRETION -- LIMITATION. 

A notary public may exercise reasonable discretion in 

3 performing or declining to perform notarial services, but a 

4 notary shall not condition the performance of notarial 

5 services upon the requirement that the person served be a 

6 customer or client of the establishment by which the notary is 

7 employed. 

8 The employer of a notary public shall not condition the 

9 performing of notarial services upon the requirement that the 

10 person served be a customer or client of the establishment by 

11 which the notary IS employed. 

12 EXPLANATION 

13 This bill expressly states that a notary public may 

14 exercise reasonable discretion in performing or declining to 

15 perform notarial services and prohibits a requirement that the 

16 person served be a customer of the establishment by which the 

17 notary is employed. 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-1-

LSB 2102HC 72 

jw/jw/5 



H 4464 
HOUSE FILE 164 

f:"- 4CJ 04 

\ 1 Amend Senate amendment, 5-3455, to House fi Ie 164 
passed by the House as follows~ 2 as 

3 1. Pagel, by striking lines'g .through 29 and 
4 
5 
,6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
1.2 
13 
14 
L5 
16 
17 

, 18 
19 

, 20 
21 
22 
23 

inserting the following: " '" ;,', " , 
"The secretary oE state may.,appoint notaries public 

and ,may revoke an appointment Eor' cause,. 
Sec .S'ect ion' 77 .6, Code 1.'987, is amended to, 

read as tollows: ' 
77 • 6 REVOCATION c._ NOTICE" 
Should the commission oEany ~person appointed 

notary public, berev8geq.~bythe se¢retary' 0'( s,tate, 
the secretary shan'~.immediately' hot ify !!t:ch the person 
through the mail. The notice ,shall state ,the cause oE 
the, revocation and shall inEorm.the person,oL,the 
n. ht to a hearino!'\'fhe 'revocation; 'The,secretar 
of state shall adopt, rules un e'r., chapter 17P> to 
provide ~or a hearing for personswhose.coll'Jl)isslori is' 
revoked. II -'" ~ 

". r '",,~ , ;: '!. -" , . ,,". ': _ "',' ~ . 

__ PageL by'i.nseitingafter lirie .!lUie 
Eollowing: 

"Sec. . Sectioris 77 .15 ;'rtd 77.,16~' 'Code'l'987; 
are r~pearea.II" 

""'S-4004 

2. By, renumber in.9 .as xequired. 

-BY',DONALD' V.' DOYLE ' 
- '- ., + • 

•. HOUSE FILE 164 

5-4012 
1 Amend senateall)endment,S':'J1rSS;to House' File 164 
2 as 
3 

passed by the House 'as EOllows: ",. -
1. Pagel, by striking lines 9,thr9iJgh,14 and 

4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

inserting the, Eoll,?wing: ':" " 
"1. ThesecretaryoE .. stat,e,; may , appoint··notar ies 

public and may revoke an appointment for callSe. 
2. The secretary of state 's'l1alLappoiritmeinbers of 

the general assembryasnotarT~~s. ,public~nd 'may :revoke , 
the appointment for cause." ' " ',. 

2. Page 1, by striking rin'e 29, a'nd'inserting the 
Eollowing: "by this subsecti'o'n. ,,' 

Sec. section 77:. 6 ,Code- 1987.; i;'S; 'amended 'to 
read as follows:' "-," :,"'",,' ',:, 

n.6 REVOCATION -- NOTICE; 
15.Shou,lcd,the commission i:JffJ.'~Y, '~ person appointed 
16 nota~y public be revoked by the secretary of state, 
17 the secre,tary-shall':imme,di:a't,ely notify ;itteh,fheperson 
18 through the mail,,;,',Tne' ,n'o'ti'cesnall state the cabse of 
19 the revocationanij',shall informt'he 'person oEthe 
20 riht to a hearln on the revocat,ion. ,The se'cretar 
21 of state shall adopt rul'es 'un erchapter 17 A to. 
22 provide for a hearing for persons whose COmmi5sion~s 
23 revoked." 
24 __ page 1, by inserting after 'line 11' tJle 
25 following: ' . _ ' 
26 "Sec.. SectionS. 77 .:15' and 77.16, Code ,1987, 
27 are repealed.":' " , , 
28 J. By renumbering cis.:reqt.d:red< 

" }-{"'c .',"" _. ~ . " 

Byci~ALb V. ,DOYLE 
5-4012 

--

Filed Hay 6, 1987 
ADOPTED (/. /7';' ) 
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SENATE 33 
AprilB; 19B7 

I 
S-3455 

HOUSE FILE 164 

1 Amend House Fi Ie 164 as pas'sed by the House" as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 

.-' -.' 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. . Section 77.l, Code 1987. is amend.a b" 
6 striking thesectioi\and' inserting in lieu theteofthe 
7 fOllowing: 
8 77.1 APPOINTMENT. 
9 1. The secretary of state may at any time appoint 

l.O 
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one or more notar'ies public and may at any time revoke 
the appointment. 

2. The secretary of state shall appoint members of 
the general assembly as notaties public and may at any 
time revoke the appointment. 

Sec. . Section 77.2. Code 1987, is amended to 
read as follows: 

77.2 TERMS. 
The term of a notary who is an Iowa resident is 

three years. The term of a notary who is a resident 
of a state bordering Iowa and whose place of work or 
business is in Iowa, is one year. The term of a 
notar who is a member of the eneral assembl is the 
member'S term of of 1ce. 

Sec. Section 77.4. subsection 5, unnumbered 
paragraph 1. Code 19in, is amended to read as follows: 

26 Remit the sum of fifteen dollars to the secretary 
27 of state. Persons appointed as notaries under section 
28 77.1, subsection 2. are not subJect to the fee imposed 
29 by this subsection." 
30 2. Amend the, title, ,lines 1 and 2,. by striking 
31 the words ·the~iscretion of a notary public in 
32 performing notarial setvices. and limiting that 
33 discretion" and inserting the Eollowing: "notaries 
34 public". . 
3S 3. Renumber sections and correcti.nternal 
36 reEerences as necessa(y in accordance with this 
37 amendment,. 
$-3455 
Filed April 7, 1987 
t<~ .......... ~..L.- <fo/~ 

~/~/17 Cd' m~ ") .,,' 
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BY RICHARD Y. DRAKE, 
GEORGE R. KINLEY 

,ROBERT M,. CARR -
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SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 164 
H-4244 
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Amend House f·ile 164 as passed by the House, as 
follows: 

1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 
Eoilowing: 

··Sec. Section 77.1, Code 1987, is amended by 
striking the section and inserting in lieu thereoE the 
following: 

77.1 APPOINTMENT. 
1. The secretary of state may appoint notaries 

public and may revoke an appointment for cause. 
2. The secretary of state shall appoint members of 

the general assembly as no~aries public and may revoke 
the appointment for cause. 

Sec. Sec:ion 77.2, Code 1987, is amended to 
read as Eol~ows: 

77.2 TERMS. 
The term of a notary who 1S an Iowa resident is 

three years. The term of a notary who is a resideht 
of a state bordering Iowa and whose place of work or 
business is in Iowa, is one year. The te:"m of a 
notary who is a member of the general assemblv is the 
~ember;s term of office. 

Sec. Section 77.4, subsection 5, unnumbered 
paragraph l, Code 1987, is amended to read as fol~ows: 

Re~it the sum of fifteen dollars to the secretary 
of state. Persons aoooioted as notaries ~nde: section 
77.~, s~bsec~ion 2, are not subject to the fee i~posed 
by this subsection. 

Sec. Section 77.6, Code 1987, is a~ended to 
read as follows: 

77.5 REVOCATION -- NOTICE. 
Should the commission of a"ya person appoin~ed 

notary ?ublic be revoked by the secretary of state, 
the secretary shall immediately notiEy ~~~~ the person 
throuah the mall. The notice shaLl state t~e cause of 
t~e r~vocation and shaLl in:orm the person of the 
r1ght to a hearing on the revoCatlon. The secretary 
of state s~all adoDt rules under chancer 17A ~o 
orovide for a hearinc for oersons whose co~~ission is 
revoked." 

2. ?age 1, by inserti~g aEtec l~~e il the 
follow i ~C;: 

·'Sec. Sections 77.~5 and 77.16, Code 1987, 
are repealed." 

J . ..;mend the title, lines 1 aIla 2, bv str:K:nq 
the words "the discretion of d notary ?uS1ic ,n 
oe::o~~~nc notarial services, and :i~lting ~~at 
~iscteti,~~11 and inserting ~he f~liowinq: II~ota(ies 
?ublic" . 

I ~enumber sections and correct ~~ternal 

Page Two 

1 references as necessary in accordance with this 
amendment. 

H-4244 FILED MAY 6, 1987 RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
/..I_~ ~(4,i«1)-I ~ 

"/'J /71 (-;p . -1",;; .» , 
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HOUSE FILE 164 
H-4273 
1 Amend the Senate amendment, H-4244, to House File 
2 164 as passed by the House, as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting a~ter line 40 the 
4 following: 
5 " • Page 1, by striking lines 1 through 11 and 
6 inserting the following: 
7 "Sec. . NEW SECTION. 77.8 DISCRETION. 
8=' A notary public shall exercise reasonable 
9 discretion in performing or declining to perform 

10 notarial services."" 
11 2. By renumbering as necessary. 

H-4273 ,FILED MAY 7, 19B7 
d~ 5<<j 'if' -?::? ,:; ") 

BY GARMAN of story 

HOUSE FILE 164 
H-434l 

1 Amend the Senate amendment H-4244 to House File 
2 164, as passed by the House as follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 22 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. Section 77.4, subsections 2, 3, and 4, 
6 Code 1987-;-are amended by striking the subsections." 

H-4341 FILED MAY B, 19B7 
:(~..J ~/f /:; 7 (1' ..< ;;1(:, ) 

v ,; 

_~ .t~.' 

BY HU!"lMEL of Benton 
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5-4097 

HOUSEAM£NDMENT TO 
SENATEAME:NDMEN'l' TO 

HOUSE FILE 164 

1 Amend the .Sena,te amendment H,..4244 to House File 
2 i64, as passed by:'the House as follows: 
3 1.' Page 1, ,by inserting after line n the 
4 f911owing~ .. . 
5 "Sec. Section 77.4, subs.ctions,2~ 3. and .4, 
6 Code 'i9877are amended by striking the subsections." 

5-4097 
Filed May 9, 198;:.7 I.. ( ) 
-t~~ r/»'; t--<~'" 

RECEIVED FROM .THE HOUSE 
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Passed Senate, Date Passed House, Date 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

Approved 

Vote: Ayes Nays 

An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the discretion of a notary public in 

performing notarial services, and limiting that discretion. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSE!1BLY 0: THE STATE OF IOWA: 

S~8. COMMITTEE-ASS!GNMENTS 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 77.8 DISCRETION -- ~I~:~A~:ON. 

2 A notary public may exercise reasonable disc,et~on in 

3 performing or declining to perform notarial services, but a 

4 notary shall not condition the performance of notarial 

5 services upon the requirement that the person served be a 

6 customer or client of the establishment by which the notary is 

7 employed. 

8 EXPLANATION 

9 This bill expressly states that a notary public may 

10 exercise reasonable discretion in performing or declining to 

11 perform notarial services and prohibits a requirement that ~he 

12 person served ~e a customer of the establishment by which the 
13 notary is employed. 
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HOUSf: rH,E 164 

AN ACT 

~2LATI»G TO NOTARIES PUBLIC. 

BE: IT ENACTED B,{ THE GENERAL ASSEIoIOL'i Ot' TilE S1'ATE OF IOWA: 

Sectlon 1. Section "".1, Code 1987. is amended by striking 

the section and insertLlg in lieu thereof the tollo...,ing: 

77.1 APPOINT#o!ENT. 
1. The secretary of state may appoint notaries public and 

may revo~e an appointment for cause. 

2. The secretary of state shall appoint IfIcrnbers of the 

general assembly as notaries public and may revoke the 

d?pointnent for cauoe. 
Sec. 2. Section 77.2, Code 1987. is amended to read as 

follows: 

77.2 TERMS. 

The term of a notary who is an Iowa resident is three 

years. rhe term of a notary '-ho is a resident of a state 

kYJrder in9 Iowa and whose place of work or business is in Iowa, 

i5 one ye.H. 'I'h~._term oE a n~~!l' ... whO i~_~~~~mber ~.! .. ~.~~ 
9!!!!.~al assemb!i' .. is the mem!?er's term 0Lc~Uice. 

s~c. 1. Secti.on '17.4. subsections 2, 3 1 dnd 4, Code 19S7, 

clee cllQended by striking the subsections. 

Sec.~. Section 77.4, subsection 5, unnllmbere-d paragraph 

1. Code 19S7, is amended to read as follows: 

Remit the "SUIQ of fifteen dollars to the se-cretary of stine. 

!'.~ c 5.2~5 a12.e£!..D:~ ~~~ .. as nota r i.~~ ~~de r $e~..!- i .9'...!!...2.?....:...!.!._~I.lt?~~~~.~ C?D: 

~E~~~ . .2~~~j~~!......!9 the~J~~.~posed !?y this :;.~I~~l!~~:!:!.~n.! 
Sec. S. Section 17.6. Code 19S7, i.s amended tCl react dS 

~;ll()ws: 

n. Ii SU;VOCt\l'lON l\"OT I ct:. 
Sll()ll:d t.he ,:()/1llTIlSSlon ot n~7 ~ p.~rsof\ ,\pp{)lnLt~d nota,'Y 

I-.olic l.o~ ro!v()xed by th~ s(:<:rt?tacy of st<lt.~. the ~a~cret~Hy 

dll 1C':'l!'diJtt~ly not\f"y ~ur:;, ~~~ rf!C::,Ojl thl~'\J9h th .. tn.,ll. 

;.:. ~~. !2~ t..:.:=...t:.: ~:!.I<.!. 1 ~.~~ t. I~ t !l~~ Cd ~?..£ .. <!.!. ~ h e ~. ~~.£.c: ~.r~ i ()~ ~..il ltd :;, .l.l~ .1_~ 

-(0[,11 ; .~~ p~:S(Hl .. ~)f tl~t;_~..!9!~:.~..!.2...-? .t~t~illl~(J 2(\ .. 1 h;> r('~·,!.C:~.!.lon.: 

• • 
House file 164, p. 2 

Th~.~£!~.2~. state ~...h~!..!~ f!do~....!~!~. und~r ch..aPter~to 

provide for a heari!!.S. for person.~ __ whose. commission is revoked. 

Sec. 6. NF.W ~~~. 77.8 DISCRF.TION -- LIMITATION. 

A notary pubUc may e:<ercise rea!';onable discretion in 

performinq or declining to perform not~rial services, but a 

notary shall not condition the performance of notarial 

services upon the requirement that' the person served be a 

customer or client of tho establishment by which the notary is 

employed. 

The ell'lployer ot a notary public shall not condition the 

perfor~ing ot notarial services upon the requirement that the 

person served be a customer or client of the establishment by 

which the notary is employed. 

Sec. 7. Sections 77.1S and 77.16, Code 1987, are repealed. 

------------------
DONALD D. AVENSON 
Speaker of the Houge 

--- .--.---------
.10 ANN Z IHitERMAN 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill oriqinated in the House and 

is kno .... n as House FIle l6~, Seventy-second General Assembly. 
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'I'ERR'l E. e£tANSTAO 

(;ovcrnor 
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