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A BILL FOR 
l 

2 

3 

An Act relating to the imposition of mandatory minimum sen-

tences. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENER;L ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

!. 

S n:.;•rE !' ILE 213 
H-3735 

1 Amend Senate File 213 as passed by the Senate as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 10, the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. 2. Section 903A.2, unnumbered paragraph 1, 
6 Code 1985, is amended, to read as follows: 
7 Eaeh An inmate of an institution under the Iowa 
8 department of corrections, is eligible for a reduction 
9 of sentence of one day for each day of good conduct of 

10 the inmate while committed to one of the department's 
11 institutions. In addition to the sentence reduction 
12 of one day for each day of good conduct, each an 
13 inmate is eligible for an additional reduction-of 
14 sentence of up to five days a month if the inmate 
15 participates satisfactorily in employment in the 
16 institution, in Iowa state industries, in an inmate 
17 employment program established by•the director, or in 
18 an inmate educational program approved by the 
19 director. Good conduct time earned and not forfeited 
20 does not apply to reduce a mandatory minimum sentence 
21 imposed by the court pursuant to section 204.406, 
22 204.413, 902.7, or 902.8. Reduction of sentence 
23 pursuant to th1s section may be subject to forfeiture 
24 pursuant to section 903A.3. Computation of good 
25 conduct time is subject to the following conditions:". 
26 2. Title page, line 1, by striking the words ''the 
27 imposition of". 
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S.?. c213 E.F. 

Section 1. NEW SECTION. <JO: .lO IMPOS::·ION Of' !I.ANDA:ORY 

2 M:NIMuM SENTENCES. 

3 A court sentenci~g a person for the pets~~·s ~1rst 

~ convictio~ under sectio~ 204.406, 204.413, or 902.·7 ~ay, a: 

5 its discretion, sen~ence the person to a ter~ le3s ~han 

6 p~ovided by :he statute if ~itigati~g cirC11nstances exist and 

7 those circumstances are stated specifically i~ the record. 

8 However, the state may appeal the discretionary decision o~ 

9 the grounds that the stated mitigat~ng circumsta::ces do not 

lO warrant a reduction of the sentence. 

EXPr,ANATION 

12 This bill allows a sentencing cou~~ to ~se m::igat~ng 

13 factors to avoid the imposition of a mandator} m~•1imum term. 
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A BILL FOR 
Act relating to the ~mposition of mandatory minimum sentences. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CP'IJ-t6t~t 12./72 
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S.F. H. F. 

~ Section l. NEW SECTION. 901.10 IMPOSITION OF MANDATORY 
2 MINIMUM SENTENCES. 

3 A court sentencing a pe~son for the person's first 

4 conviction under section 204.406, 204.413, or 902.7 may, at 

5 its discretion, sentence the person to a term less than 

6 provided by the statute if mitigating circumstances exist and 

i those circumstances are stated specifically in the record. 

8 However, the state may appeal the discretionary decision on 

9 the grounds that the stated mitigating circ~mstances do not 
lO warrant a reduction of the sentence. 

11 EXPLANATION 

12 This bill allows a sentencing court to use mitigat:ng 

13 factors to avoid the imposition of a mandatory ~inimum term. 
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SENN:'E FILE 213 
N!E:\DHENT H-3735 
FISCAL KOTE 

REQUESTED BY REPRESENTATIVE ROSENBERG 

'" ce>.mplranc.e wrth a Written request recerved Aord 11. 1985. a fiscal note for AMENDMENT 
H-3735 lO SENAfE Fll_( 213 rs t1ereby subMitted pursuant to J01nt Rule 17. Data used 111 
:·t~'.,;-eio:..;;r.~ rnis ~iscar :1cte are ava!iable iiorn :he Legrslatrve Fiscal Bureau to n1en1Uers ot 
tt-:e Le:;is:rHure up~n request. 

Amr,n0r,ent H-3735 to Senate File 213 proh1b1ts the use of good conduct time to reduce 
manr..Jtory minimum sentences imposed by tile Court pursuant to section 204.406. 204.4!3, 
907. 7. 902 8. or 906.5. 

Srnce <l'e rrondc;tory m;n,mums were estJbiiSiled t~.rough October 31. 1984. there were ~80 

o;·:e~:ders c:ornm:tted ~o tf~e :o;-va prison system ;.•;1th mandatory mrnirnum sentences. Tbis 
rerres~~ts G 7% of the adm1ssions to the orison svstem. Of these 780 offenders. 91 have 
ex:J~red their mandatory m1nrmums and ten the prrson system e1ther by expiration of 
sentence or parole. 

'f 111e cap on •n·nate population IS reta1ned. it is exoected that parole board action w1il 
'r.Jintain the oopula!ion at 2_645. Jnd there VIOU!d ~hus be no S1gn1ficant f1scal effect. 
:r.mates -..·.nth rnancatcry nHr11murns wiil remain 1ncarcerated tor a Ienger period of t1me. and 
~r.0 Pdr-:;le beard wJ/1 be reqUired to paroie other inmates sooner in order to stay under the 
cao. There ·.v1ll not be sign1f1cant rncreased costs to the Depar1ment of Corrections rf the 
CJP 1s maintained 

If the cop on inmate ~cpulation is not retained. and 1f the parole board rssues fewer 
p.1rores then the number of inmates admitted. there will be an increase 10 expenditures at 
:he •nstrtut;ons. However. the effect wrll not be felt untrl those prrsoners affected 'oy , 
:ne ctrange in the law have served time 1n excess of what they m1ght have served had the law 
not been chilngetf. It is estimated that it would rake th1rteen years for the full effect --
J36 eddrtional rnma:es -- to be felt. d1strrbuted as follows. 1st Year: 0. 2nd Year: 12. 
lrd Yevr 28. 4th Year 53, 5th Year: 68. 6th Year: 59. 7th Year: 20. 8th Year: 13. 9th 
·rear: 13. 1Gth Year 20. 11th Year: 20. 12th Year: 20. 13th Year: 12. There will not be 
$rgn1frcant :r1creased sosts to the Depanment of Corrections durrng e1ther FY 1986 or FY 
1987. but there wrll be increased costs in tuture years. 

Source StatiStical ..." .... nalysis Center. Depanment of Corrections (LSB 14975, JMN) 

FILED APRIL 12, 1985 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR 



SENATE f'ILE 213 

AN ACT 

RZLA'J'JNC TO TH£ I.M.POSITION Of MANDATORY MINIMUM SEN'tF.:NCF:S. 

BE JT HNACTE:O BY THE GF.Nf:RAL ASSE(.(B!.Y Of' THt: ST,\'I'B Of !OWA: 

S('ction 1. ~t:W_li!:CT_!2!:!. 901.10 IMPOSITION or MANDATORY 

MINIMUM SENT~NCES, 

A court sentencing a person for the person's first 
conviction lJndcr :;:cclion 204.·106, 204.-HJ. or 902.7 May, at 

its disctet.ion, sentence the person to a term less than 

provided by the stat~t~ if mitigating circ~mRtanccs exist and 

those circuru~tan<:£.•s .:1re stated specifically in the record. 

However, th~ state may a~peal the discretionary decision on 

_. 
~ 

Senate File 213, p. 2 

the grounds thdt the stat£.>d mitlgdtlnq circumstdnces do t\Ot 

~arrant~ reduction of the sentence. 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 
President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby cettify that this bill oriqinated i~ thP. Senate and 
is known as Senate File 213, Seventy-first General Assembly. 

Approved .. ~,(I[_, 

T~RRY ~. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

K. MARIH THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 
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