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1 An Act relating to the imposition of mandatory minimum sen-

2 tences.
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA:

’
SENATE FILE 213

-3735

Amend Senate Flle 213 as passed by the Senate as
follows:

1. Page 1, by inserting after line 10, the
following:

"Sec. 2. Section 903A.2, unnumbered paragraph 1,
Code 1985, is amended, to read as follows:

Baeh An inmate of an institution under the Iowa
department of corrections, is eligible for a reduction
of sentence of one day for each day of good conduct of
10 the inmate while committed to one of the department's
11 institutions. In addition to the sentence reduction
12 of one day for each day of good conduct, each an
13 inmate is eligible for an additional reduction of
14 sentence of up to five days a month if the inmate
15 participates satisfactorily in employment in the
16 institution, in Iowa state industries, in an inmate
17 employment program established by®the director, or in
18 an inmate educational program approved by the
19 director. Good conduct time earned and not forfeited
20 does not apply to reduce a mandatory minimum sentence
21 1mposed by the court pursuant to section 204.406,

22 204.413, 902.7, or 902.8. Reduction of sentence

23 pursuant to this section may be subject to forfeiture
24 pursuant to section 903A.3. Computation of good

25 conduct time is subject to the following conditions:"
26 2. Title page, line 1, by striking the words "the
27 imposition of".
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 901.10 IMPOSITION OF MANDATORY

MINIMUM SENTENCES.
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A court sentencing a person for the perso!
conviction under secticn 204.406, 204.513,
its diccretion, sentence tne person o a term 1
provided by the statute if mirigating circumstanc
those circumstances are stated specifically in the ¥
However, the state may appeal the discretionary decision on
tne grounds that the stated wmitigating circumstances GO DOL
warrant a reduction of tne sentence.

EXPLANATION

L
[
ng

This bill allows a sentencing cou use mi=ligating

o
cactors to avoid the imposition of a mandatory minlmum term.
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A BILL FOR

An Act relating to the imposition of mandatory minimum sentences.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY QF THE STATE OF

IOWA;
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Section 1. NEW SECTION. 901.10 IMPOSITION OF MANDATORY

MINIMUM SENTENCES.

A court sentencing a person for the person’'s first
conviction under section 204.406, 204.413, or 902.7 may, at
its discretion, sentence the person to a term less than
provided by the statute if mitigating circumstances exist and
those circumstances are stated specifically in the record.
However, the state may appeal the discretionary decision on
the grounds that the stated mitigating circumstances do not
warrant a reduction of the sentence,

EXPLANATION
This bill allows a sentencing court to use mitigating

factors to avoid the imposition of a mandatory minimum term.
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SENATE PILE 213
AMENDMENT H-3735
FISCAL NOTE
REDQUESTED BY REPRESENTATIVE ROSENBERG
‘n comphance with a written request recerved Aoril 11, 1285, a fiscal note for AMENDMENT

H-3735 10O SENATE FILE 213 is hereby submitted pursuant 10 Joint Rule 17, Data used n
daveiocing this fiscal ncte are avaiagble {rom the Legrslative Fiscal Bureau to members of

the Legrsiature upon request

Amendraent H-3735 to Senate File 213 prohibits the use of good conduct time to reduce
meandatory minimum sentences imposed by the Court pursuant to section 204.406, 704.413,

202.7, 902 8. or 9085,

Since ithe rrandatory minimums were established through October 31, 1984, there were 780
oviendars commutted 0 the icwa prison system with mandatery minimum sentences. This
represents 6.7% of the admissions 1o the prison system. Of these 780 offenders, 91 have
expired their mandatory minimums and left the prison system either by expiration of

sentenge Or parole.

if the cap on inmate pooulation is retained. it is expected that parcole board action will
maintain the population at 2645 and there would thus Dbe ng significant fiscal effect
inmates with mancatery Mimimums wiil remain ncarcerated tor a lenger period of ume, and
the narcle beard will be required 10 paroie other inmates socner in order to stay under the
cap., There will not be significant ncreasad zosts 1o the Da2parntment of Corrections f the

cap 1s maintained.

If the c¢ap on inmale gopulation is nol retained. and if the parole board issues fewer
paroles then the number of inmates admitted, there will be an increase in expenditures at
the institutions,  However, the effect will not be feit until those prisoners affected Yy
the change in the law have served time in excess of what they might have served had the faw
aot been changed. It is estimated that it would take thirteen years for the full eftect -~
336 additional inmates -- to be felt, distributed as follows: Ist Year; 0, 2nd Year: 12,
3rd Yegur 28, 4th Year: 53, 3th Year: 68, 6th Year: 55 7th Year: 20. 8th Year: 13, 3th
Year. 13, 1Gth Year; 20, 1ith Year: 20, 12th Year: 20, 13th Year: 12, There will not be
significant :ncreased costs to the Depariment of Corrections during either FY 1986 or FY
1987, but there vl be increased costs in tuture years,

Source: Statistical Analysis Center, Department of Corrections (LSB 14975, JMN)

FILED APRIL 12, 1985 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FISCAL DIRECTOR
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SENATE FILE 213

AN ACT
RELATIRG TO THE IMPOSITION OF MENDATORY MIRIMUM SENTENCES.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF TRE STATE OF I[OWA:

Section 1. NEW SECTION. 901.10 [IMPOSITION OF MANDATORY
MINIMUM SENTPHCES,

A court sentencing a person for the person's first
conviction under section 204.406, 204,413, or 902.7 may, at
its discretion, sentence the person to a term less than
provided by the statute if mitigating circumstances exist and
those circumstances are stated specifically in the record.
However, the state may appeal the discretionary decision on

-

Senate File 213, p. 2

the grounds that the stated mitigating circumstances do not

warrant a reduction of the sentence.

ROBERT T. ANDERSON
President of the Senate

DONALD D. AVENSON
Speaker of the House

1 hereby cexrtify that this bill originated in the Senate and

is known as Senate File 213, Seventy-first General Assembly.

K. MARLE THAYER
. Secrteraty of the Senate
Approved M’gz’_. 1985

TERRY E. BRANSTAD
Governor

o N




