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An 

BE 

Act relating to the judgeship formula for the apportionment of 

district judges. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S • F. d /..;( 3 H.F. 

l Section l. Section 602.6201, subsection 3, Code 1985, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 3. ~~e-M~~be~-of-j~dgesh%ps-~o-wh±e~-eaeh-of-~he-;~d~eial 

4 eiee~ion-dist~%e~s-is-entitled-±s-de~er~±ned-aeeo~ding-to-~he 

5 foliowing-fo~~~±a~ 

6 a. ~n-an-e±eetion-dist~%et-w~ere-the-la~gest-eo~nty 

7 eoMtaiMs-~wo-~~nd~ed-tho~saMd-o~-more-pop~la~ion,-t~e~e-is-o~e 

8 ;~dgesh%p-pe~-se~en-~~ndred-twenty-fi~e-eomb%ned-ei~il-and 

9 e~iminal-filings-or-major-f~ae~ion-thereof7 A judicial 

10 election district containing a city of fifty thousand or more 

ll population is entitled to the number of judgeships egual to 

12 the average, rounded to the nearest whole number, of the 

13 following two quotients, each rounded to the nearest 

14 hundredth: 

15 J.l.L The combined civil and criminal filings in the 

16 election district divided by five hundred fifty. 

17 (2) The election district's population divided by forty 

18 thousand. 

19 However, the seat of government is entitled to one additional 

20 judgeship. 

21 b. In-an-eleetion-d%strie~-w~ere-t~e-la~gest-eo~n~y 

22 eon~ains-eig~~y-fi~e-t~oosand-or-more-popola~ion,-bot-less 

23 ~han-two-~ondred-t~oosand,-t~e~e-is-one-;odgeship-pe~-six 

24 ~~ndred-twen~y-five-eombined-e%v%l-and-erim%nal-filings-o~ 

25 ~a;o~-frae~ion-~~ereof. All other judicial election districts 

26 are entitled to the number of judgeships egual to the average, 

27 rounded to the nearest whole number, of the following two 

28 quotients, each rounded to the nearest hundredth: 

29 .l~ The combined civil and criminal filings in the 

30 election district divided by four hundred fifty. 

31 (2) The election district's population divided by forty 

32 thousand. 

33 e.--In-an-eleetion-distriet-w~ere-t~e-largest-eo~nty 

34 eontains-forty-fi~e-thoosand-or-more-popola~ion,-b~t-less-t~an 

35 eighty-fi~e-tho~sand 7 -there-is-one-;~dgeship-per-five-hond~ed 
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l twenty-f~ye-eomb~ned-eivii-~nd-e~imin~±-fitings-o~-major 

2 fraetion-thereof. 

3 d·--zn-an-e±eetion-dist~iet-where-the-±argest-eo~nty 

4 eontains-less-than-fo~ty-five-thottsand-poptt±ation,-there-~s 

5 one-jttdgeship-per-fo~~-httndred-seventy-five-eombined-eivi±-and 

6 erimina±-fi±ings-o~-major-fraet~on-thereef. 

7 e.--Notwithstanding-parag~aph-na7n_ub,u_ue,n-or-ud,n-eaeh 

8 eleetion-distriet-is-entitled-to-not-less-than-one-jttdgeship 

9 for-eaeh-forty-thottsand-popaiation-or-major-fraetion-thereof 

10 eontained-±n-the-eleetion-dist~iet• 

ll f c. The filings included in the determinations to be made 

12 under this subsection shali-ineittde-jttveni±e-eo~rt-fi±ings 

13 ~fter-att±y-t,-19857 shall not include small claims or 

14 nonindictable misdemeanors, and shall not include either civil 

15 actions for money judgment where the amount in controversy 

16 does not exceed three thousand dollars or indictable 

17 misdemeanors, which were assigned to district associate judges 

18 and j~dieiei magistrates as shown on their administrative 

19 reports, but shall include appeals from decisions of jttdieial 

20 magistrates, district associate judges, and district judges 

21 sitting as jttdieia% magistrates. The figures on filings shall 

22 be the average for the latest available previous three-year 

23 period and when current census figures on population are not 

24 available, figures shall be taken from the state department of 

25 health computations. 
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EXPLANATION 

This bill modifies the judgeship formula for the appor­

tionment of district judges by providing for one judgeship per 

550 filings and 40,000 population in judicial election 

districts with a city of at least 50,000 population, and one 

judgeship per 450 filings and 40,000 population in all other 

judicial election districts. Juvenile court filings are 

excluded from the formula. 
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SENATE FILE 2123 

S-5063 

1 Amend Senate File 2123 as follows: 
2 1. Page 2, by inserting after line 25 the 
3 following: . 
4 "Sec. 2. section 602.6201, subsection 10, Code 
5 1985 is amended to read as follows: 
6 10. Notwithstanding the formula for determining 
7 the number of judgeships in this section, the numbe~ 
8 of district judges shall not exceed ft~nety~M~ne-dtl~~n9 
9 the-peried-eo~enein9-atl~y-l,-l983-and-eMd~n9-as-tne 

10 qeneral-assembly-shal~-s~eei£y one hundred." 

S-~063 Filed January 13, 1986 BY RIORDAN 
·t I IY .::.jn /f c, 

SENATE FILE 2123 
H-5541 

1 Amend Senate File 2123 as passed by the Senate as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 2, by inserting after line 25 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. 2. Section 602.6201, subsection 10, Code 
6 1985, is amended to read as follows: 
7 10. Notwithstanding the formula for determining 
8 the number of judgeships in this section, the number 
9 of district judges shall not exceed n~nety-n±ne one 

10 hundred during the period commencing J~iy-%7-~~63-and 
11 enein~-as-the-~enerai-assembiy-shaii-spee~fy January 
12 1, 1987." 

H-5541 
t~'/....,.£-i 

fi~ED MARCH 25, 1986 
J/.u (j io1<;) 

BY BLACK of Jasper 
JAY of Appanoose 

' 

HOUSE AMEND~lENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2123 

S-5497 

1 Amend Senate File 2123 -as passed by the Senate as 
follows: 2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

1. Page 2, by inserting after line 25 the 
following: 

•sec. 2. Section 602.6201, subsection 10, Code 
1985, is amended to read as follows: 

10. Notwithstanding the formula for determining 
the number of judgeships in this section, the number 
of district judges shall not exceed n~nety-nine one 
hundred during the period commencing a~iy-%7-1~83-cnd 
ending-c~-tfte-generai-assembiy-shaii-~peeiry January 
1, 1987." 

S-5497 Filed Aoril 1, 1986 REC'D FROM THE HOUSE 
/...,,.,;7- __.c_...,~--<.<-'>-'-'~ ,;., (t f/3~) 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the judgeship formula for the apportionment 

2 district judges. 
3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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s.F. ---- H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 602.6201, subsection 3, Code 1985, is 
2 amended to read as follows: 
3 3. ~he-ft~ber-o£-j~dgesh±~s-~o-whieh-eaeh-o£-the-j~dieia~ 

4 e~ee~ioft-d%str%ets-is-efttit%ed-is-determifted-aeeordiftg-to-the 
5 £oiiow%ftg-£orm~ia~ 
6 a. ift-&ft-eieetioft-distriet-where-the-~argest-eo~ftty 

7 eofttaifts-two-h~ftdred-thoasaftd-er-mere-~~~iatioft,-there-is-ofte 
8 j~dgeshi~-per-seveft-h~ftdred-tweft~y-£ive-eombifted-eivii-aftd 
9 erimiftai-£iiiftgs-er-majer-£raetioft-thereo£. A judicial 

10 election district containing a city of fifty thousand or more 
11 population is entitled to the number of judgeships equal to 
12 the average, rounded to the nearest whole number, of 
13 following two guotients, each rounded to the nearest 
14 hundredth: 

the 

15 
16 

(1) The combined civil and criminal filings in the 
election district divided by five hundred fifty. 

17 (2) The election district's population divided by forty 
18 thousand. 
19 However, the seat of government is entitled to one additional 
20 judgeship. 
21 b. ift-an-eieetien-distriet-where-the-iargest-eo~ftty 

22 eofttaifts-eighty-£%ve-the~saftd-er-mere-~~aiatioft7-b~t-iess 
23 thaft-twe-h~ftdred-theasaftdy-there-is-efte-j~dgeshi~-~r-si~ 
24 haftdred-tweftty-£%ve-eembined-eivii-and-erimiftai-£iiings-er 
25 mejer-£raetieft-theree£. All other judicial election districts 
26 are entitled to the number of judgeships equal to the average, 
27 rounded to the nearest whole number, of the following two 
28 quotients, each rounded to the nearest hundredth: 
29 (1) The combined civil and criminal filings in the 
30 election district divided by four hundred fifty. 
31 (2) The election district's population divided by forty 
32 thousand. 
33 e.--ift-aft-eiee~ion-distriet-where-~he-iargest-eeanty 

34 eefttains-£erty-£ive-theasaftd-er-mere-~~~iatieftT-bat-iess-thaft 
35 eighty-£ive-~ho~saftdy-there-is-ene-;~dgeship-per-£ive-h~ftdred 
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S.F. ---- H.F • 

l twenty-f~•e-eemb~ned-eiY~i-and-er~m~nai-£~%~n!s-or-ma;or 

2 fraetion-thereo£~ 

3 d~--tn-an-eieet~en-distriet-where-the-i~!est-eo~nty 

4 eontains-%ess-than-forty-fiYe-tho~sand-~o~~iatien;-there-is 

5 one-;~e~esh±~-~r-£o~r-h~ftdred-seYenty-fi¥e-eombined-eiYii-and 

6 erimine%-£iiin~s-or-major-£raet±on-thereo£~ 

7 e.--Notwithstand±ng-~ara~ra~h-ua,•-4b;4-4eT4-er-4dT4-eaeh 

8 eieetien-distriet-is-entitied-to-not-%ess-than-one-;~d~eshi~ 

9 £er-eaeh-forty-the~sand-~~~iation-er-ma;or-fraet±en-thereo£ 

10 eenteined-in-the-eieet±en-d±str±et. 

ll f c. The filings included in the determinations to be made 
12 under this subsection sha%%-±nei~de-;~•eni%e-eo~rt-fi%ings 
13 a£ter-a~iy-iT-i985T shall not include small claims or 
14 nonindictable misdemeanors, and shall not include either civil 
15 actions for money judgment where the amount in controversy 
16 does not exceed three thousand dollars or indictable 
17 misdemeanors, which were assigned to district associate judges 
18 and ;~d±eiai magistrates as shown on their administrative 
19 reports, but shall include appeals from decisions of ;~eieia% 
20 magistrates, district associate judges, and district judges 
21 sitting as ;~dieiai magistrates. The figures on filings shall 
22 be the average for the latest available previous three-year 
23 period and when current census figures on population are not 
24 available, figures shall be taken from the state department of 
25 health computations. 
26 EXPLANATION 

27 This bill modifies the judgeship formula for the appor-
28 tionment of district judges by providing for one judgeship per 
29 550 filings and 40,000 population in judicial election 
30 districts with a city of at least 50,000 population, and one 
31 judgeship per 450 filings and 40,000 population in all other 
32 judicial election districts. Juvenile court filings are 

'It 33 excluded from the formula. 
34 
35 
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SENATE fiLE 2121 

;..~ ACT 

Rf.LATING TO THE JUOGESH!P FORMUI..A FOR THE AP?OR1'IONHt:N'T Of' 

DISTRICT JUDGES. 

!lF. lT I:N,\CTEO BY THE GL~ERAL ASSE:MBL'i Of THE STATE Of IO'~A: 

Section 1. Section 602.6201, subsection 3, Code l98S, is 

a~ended to read as follows: 

3. lfh~- !'lnrr.ber-of-;adq~~h1:p~- to-wh t eh-~ae/1-of- t::,e- ;ad:'i: ei:a i 

eiect:to~-dt~triets-i:~-ent:tt:ied-i~-deter~ined-aeeordtn9-eo-t:h~ 

fot!cw:nq-fot-11\ah':' 

a. !n-nn-eieet:ion-distr:e~-w~et"e-~he-i~r~e3t:-eon~ty 

eontains-~vo-Mandred-th~asand-or-More-popaiatton 1 -t.n~re-is-~ne 

;~d9e~hi~-pe~-se~en-handred-t.venty-fi~e-eombined-ei•ii-a~d 

er i-mi Mi-h h :'I"JS -or -~a;or ·· fraeH on- ehereof • ~~~ ~-l ~.1. 

clect.i~~- <;!_~strict conta~~-i-~_9...__<! city of fi~-~.!:!.9.~'-~and <?:r _I!_?CP. 

E...C?P.~~-~_a_t_~on is ent it!~<}. __ to the number . ..£~ .. _judg~s~_J..P::' ... -~~ 

~h~_averaqe, ;_o_unr.~~- ~o tr.e nearest_;.o))o~e __ .f:U_':lbe:, o( the 

followi_!l9. ~wo qu?..~ .. i.~!l-~s. each _:.2.l!f!.~-~9____!E:_:_!'':..~. nearest. 

hundre:~th: 

( .~.J .. _ ___:!_Cie comQ_i_n~~-~ ~ '! }_~-- ~-~'-~- c r i r.'l ina ! .... f .. ~-1 i ng~- ! re .... .!..!l£ 
eJ.~ .. c~.~-on distric:t:. ~~ .. ~i.~ed oy (ive h_und_re~ ti~~i': .. 

( 2) "The_ e.~~£~ ion di!>trict 's ..P?.PI!l,~t_ion Jiv:cied -~-L_f_~r . .S~ 

!.!lOil~:!_~d ~ 

!lowever, th(' so:at. ,-,f qovernnent ia e:"l':.itled to one additional 

judgi?Sh i p. 

~. !n-~n-eieet~o~-d~'tr~ee-vhert-the-i~~q~,~-eoantt 

~o~tl'ltl\5-et~hty-fi.'te-t:~O'j5ttnei-or-ll'.o~e-popui~tte'\;-bat-te-~~ 

~~e:!'l- tw:)- ht~ndrl!'d-t~..,':15el~d 7 - there -t ~-one- '::dqt5)-.: p-pt!r- ~ i- x 

~t~ndred-twt!nty-f~•e-eombtr.~d-e!vtt-~nd-e~~mtn~:-~tttn~5-~r 

:"'ll!,or- freetton-ther~('lf-; ~-9...E...~r jud_~ cia 1_~1.:-c:: io~ d 1 ~t._r _t_c_:.. s 

~-'-P~_P._nt i t.-_i_~~- t:.? the nurnbe1· of y:dg_~~l.upa c~~--=-?- ... ~!'-~.v~ 

~l~.c:'-~.£i......!.2.... t~e :_H~~H~3t :...onoi.e ··JmN~r_( of __ ~.::~ .. ~?-~:.?"'i_l}_']_ :.:._•~ 

• • 
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~t;_~~nts, _ e~c_::h rounded to ~-~!'- O(!ar~st h~-~.r-~_rit_h.:. 

Ll..l______!!l_P; ~_o_rnbined civil a-~~ criminal _fi~i_~~---~-1)-~-~-! 

~lection _ _E}s_t:_rict divided by_!_~~-r hura~_r_.!d ~.i!~Y .. ·. 

ill_.:!~e e 1 ect ion d i_.!!..!.~ -~~.t _·_ ~- .E?..'?.P~ 1~ ~- i o.~. ~-i_y_i d~--~y __ ~ .2._r -~ ::i 
t holg;_~~~-.:.. 

eT--fn-e.n-eieetTon-dt~trtet-vhere-the-te.rqest-eeunty 

eent8tn~-Eorty-ft¥e-thott3and-or-~ore-popai~tTon;-but-ke~3-t~an 

et~~ty-five-thea5and;-there-:5-one-jttd9e~htp-per-ftvt!-hundred 

twent7-ftve-ee~btned-et~tl-and-erimtn~i-tii~~q~-or-me;or 

fraetton-thereofo 

d7--fn-an-eieetton-dt~~riet-vh~re-the-~arqe5t-eoanty 

eonte.tn~-ie55-t~en-forty-ft~e-t~ou,and-po~ttiationr-there-t3 

nne- i rtdqe~h t p- per- foo.:~ r-h al"ld red-s e •e n t y- f he- eo~bin ed- et v t l-end 

edl'!'lir!e i-f i: l hH)' -o<r-M«;or -·fraee ten- trtereoh 

e~--Notwtth~tandtnq-para~raph-"~•"-Yb,"-ue 1 "-or-~d,"-ee.e~ 

e%eetion-dt~trtet-ts-e~tttled-to-not-!e5,-than-one-;adqe~htp 

for-ee.eh-forty-thoo.:~5and-poptt~atio~-or-~a;or-freetton-thereo~ 

~ontatned-tn-the-eteetion-~istrieto 

f £· The filings in<:luded in the det:er:ninations to be r..ade 

under this subsection ~haii-tneiade-javel"ltle-eottrt-~!~tnq5 

e.fter-~u~y-t;-!98~7 shall not inclu•!c sral! cl3i~s or 

nonindictable misderr..eanors, a:ld shall r.ot: include either civll 

action!:> for r.~oney judgment where th~ amount in contro~·ersy 

does not exceed three thousand dC>llars or indictable 

misdemeanors, . .,.hich were assiqned to district associate judqes 

and i~dietai magistrates as snown on t~eir administrative 

reports, but shall include ilp!)eals f1·om decisions of 1ttdtettt:­

Maqistrates, district associate judq~~. and district judqes 

s1tt1nq as 'cdtet~~ mag1stcates. Th~ fi9ures on filinqs shall 

be t~e avPrage for the latest ava1labl~ previ0115 three-y~ar 

?l~r iori and whe!l C\H rPnt. census f igur'.!s on populcst ion are not 

~~&ilable, fiqures shall je taken ~ro~ the sta~e department of 

h~alth computatlO~s. 

S~c 2. Sectton 602.6201. subsection !0. Code 1985, i:> 

~rr~nded to read as foil0ws: 

(/l 

:n 
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senate File 2123, p. 3 

10. Notwithstanding the formula for determining the number 

of judgeships in this section, the number of district judges 

shall not exceed ninety-n±ne one hundred during the period 

commencing d~iy-% 7 -%983-and-end±ng-a~-the-generai-a~~embiy 
sha~~-~pee±~y January 1, 1987. 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 

is known as senate File 2123, Seventy-first General Assembly. 

Approved ~ ;{<f 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

K. MARIE THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 
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