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A BILL FOR 
l An Act relating to townships providing fire protection and 

' /?Yr "' 

2 ambulance service, establishing emergency warning systems 

3 and levying taxes for those purposes. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEI1BLY OF THE STATE OF IO\~A: 

21 

22 -23 
24 

2 5 

r::::Jcsc: ;o-:u:: 768 
i!-4091 

l Amend House File 768 as follows: 
2 l. Page 1, by striking lines 12 throug~ !4 and 
3 inserting the followi~g: ''for the eql:ip~e~t. 7he 
4 trustees of a to·.;nship wh±eh-he!!-e-eoii'.'TIO:'l-bc,:'ldl!!,.i 
5 with-e-eity-he~ing-e-pop,ietion-of-o:'le-htlndred-e±ghty 
6 tho~~ortd-o!"-~o:-e ~ay". 
7 2. By striking page l, l~ne 31, thro~gn page 2, 
8 line 2 and inserting the following: "township 
9 trustees may levy an a~n~al tax not exceeding f±rty-

10 fo~~-eent!!-per-tho~~~nd-doi!er!l-ef-the-asse~~ed-~altle 
11 of-the-taxabie-property-for-the-!ler~~ees-e~thor±~ed-o? 
12 ~eq~±red-ttnde~-eeetion-359~42-end-±n-any-town~h±p 
13 ~h±eh-h~!!-~-ee~~on-bctlndary-with-e-etty-ha~in~-a 
14 popttiation-of-one-h~ndred-e±ghty-thetlsand-cr-mo~e,-the 
15 town!!h±p-tr~!ltee!l-mey-ie~y-en-enn~ai-tax-net-exceeding 
16 sixty-". 

H-4091 FILED APRIL 26, 1985 
£ ,..._., ///.:?~ /6 > {_; .:'cc. 7) 

BY CARPE~TER of Polk 
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1 Section 1. Secti:.::-;1 3S9.42, C.:cCe 298:), is arr.er.ded to read 

2 as follo·...;~: 

3 

4 SlSTEM, A~D I>-'\3ULA~;c;,: SERV !Ct~. 

5 The trustees (>f eac~ to~~ship shal.l provide fire protection 

6 service for the ::owns!"tip, excl1:sive of a:1y part of the 

7 township within a benefited fire district and, in counties not 

B providing ambu~ance services, may provide ambular1ce service. 

9 The trustees ~ay purchase, own, rent or maintain fire 

10 protection serv~ce or ambu:ancc service apparat,JS or equipment 

11 or both :..:i:-:ds of apparat:...:s or equipr.tent and providP. housing 

12 to: the eq~1p~ent. The trustees of a to~rship which ha3-a 

13 ~:o'l'!!'.en-becnde,-y-w:ioei-1-a-ei"y is located within a cou~ having 

14 a population of one three h~ndred ei9hey thousand or more may 

15 also establish and maintain an emergency warning system within 

16 the township. The trustees may contract with any ~ public or 

17 private agency under cl1apter 282 for the purpose of providing 

18 ar1y service or sysle~ required or authorized under this 

19 section. 

20 Sec. 2. Section 359.43, subsection 1, Code 1985, is 

2l amended to read as follows: 

22 1. The townsh!p trustees may levy an annual tax not 

23 exceeding forty and one-half cents per thousand dollars of 

24 assessed value of the taxable property in the townsl1ip, 

25 excluding any property within a benefited fire district or 

26 within the ccrporate limits of a city, for the purpose of 

27 exercising the powers and duties specified in section 359.42. 

28 However, in ttny ~ township having a fire protection service or 

29 ambulance serv~ce agreement or both service agreements witll a 

30 special charter city having a paid fire department, the 

31 township trustees may levy an annual tax not exceeding fifty-

32 four cer~ts per thousar.ri Go11ars of the assessed value of the 

33 taxable property for tl1e ~Prvices authorized or required u11der 

3~ section 3S9.42 and ir. ttny ~ township which htt,.-a-.,<>1!11!\0M 

35 bot~ndery-with·-e-eity is_};;c:at.eJ __ ,_,_i_t}1)cn a____s:<,)unty having a 

-1-



S.F. 

1 population of ~Me th~e~ hundred e~g~ty thousand or more, the 

2 township trt~stees may levy an annual tax not exceeding sixty-

3 seven and one-naif cents per thousand dollars of assessed 

4 value of taxab:e property for the services authorized or 

5 required under section 359.42. 

6 EXPLANATION 

7 The bill allows any township located within a county with a 
8 population of at least 300,000 to establish an emergency 

9 warning system and to levy an annual tax of up to sixty-seven 

10 and one-half cents per thousand dollars of assessed value of 

ll taxable property for providing the emergency warning system, 

12 fire protection service, and ambulance service. Present law 

13 limits such practice and levy to townships that have a common 

14 boundary with a city of at least 180,000 in population which 

15 limitation is eliminated from the law. -16 
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Study Bill 397 

Ways and ).inns: Groth. Chair: Daggett and Oxl~y. 

Passed House, Date ____________ __ 

Vote: Ayes. ______ _ Nays ____ _ 

;..; s IS ..3 tt 1 
WAYS AND MEANS 

8ILE r;~f 
BY (PROPOSED COMMITTEE ON 

WAYS AND MEANS BILL) 

Passed Senate, Date ___________ _ 

Vote: Ayes ______ __ Nays ----Approved _____________________________ __ 

A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to townships providing fire protection and 

2 ambulance service, establishing emergency warning systems 

3 and levying taxes for those purposes. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H. F. 

1 Section 1. Section 359.42, Code 1985, is a~ended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 359.42 TOWNSHIP FIRE PROTECTION SERVICE, EMERGENCY WARNING 

4 SYSTEM, AND AMBULANCE SERVICE. 

5 The trustees of each township shall provide fire protection 

6 service for the township, exclusive of any part of the 

7 township within a benefited fire district and, in counties not 
8 providing ambulance services, may provide ambulance service. 

9 The trustees may purchase, own, rent or maintain fire 

10 protection service or ambulance service apparatus or equipment 

11 or both kinds of apparatus or equipment and provide housing 

12 for the equipment. The trustees of a township which ha~-a 

13 eommeft-be~nea~y-wi~h-a-ei~y is located within a county having 

14 a population of one three hundred e±gh~y thousand or more may 

15 also establish and maintain an emergency warning system within 

16 the township. The trustees may contract with a~y ~ public or 

17 private agency under chapter 28E for the purpose of providing 
18 any service or system required or authorized under this 

19 s~ction. 

20 Sec. 2. Section 359.43, subsection 1, Code 1985, is 

2: amended to read as follows: 

22 1. The township trustees may levy an annual tax not 

23 exceeding forty and one-half cents per thousand dollars of 
24 assessed value of the taxable property in the township, 

25 excluding any property within a benefited fire district or 
26 within the corporate limits of a city, for the purpose of 

27 exercising the powers and duties specified in section 359.42. 

28 However, in afty ~township having a fire protection service or 

29 ambulance service agreement or both service agreements with a 

30 special charter city having a paid fire department, the 

31 township trustees may levy an annual tax not exceeding fifty-

32 four cents per thousand dollars of the assessed value of the 

33 taxable property for the services authorized or required under 
34 section 359.42 and in any a township which ha~-a-eommon 

35 be~ndary-wi~h-a-ei~y is located within a county having a 
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S.F . H.F. 

population of one three hundred eighty thousand or more, the 

township trustees may levy an annual tax not exceeding sixty­

seven and one-half cents per thousand dollars of assessed 

value of taxable property for the services authorized or 

required under section 359.42. 

EXPLANATION 

The bill allows any township located within a county with a 

population of at least 300,000 to establish an emergency 

warning system and to levy an annual tax of up to sixty-seven 

and one-half cents per thousand dollars of assessed value of 

taxable property for providing the emergency warning system, 

fire protection service, and ambulance service. Present law 

limits such practice and levy to townships that have a common 

boundary with a city of at least 180,000 in population which 

limitation is eliminated from the law. 
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HOUSF. PlLF. 768 

AN AC'l' 
REI.ATING TO TOWNSHIPS PROVIDING FIRE PROTECTION AND AMBULA~'Cf. 

SERVICE, ESTABLISHING B~ERGENC¥ WARNING SYSTEMS AND LEVY­

ING TAXES fOR THOSE PURPOSES. 

BE IT ENAC~EO BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF I~~A: 

Section 1. Section 359.42, Code 1985, ia aw.cnded to read 
as follows: 

359.42 TOWNSHIP FI~E PROT~CTION SERVICE, EMERGE~CY WARNING 
SYSTEM, AND AMBULANCE SERVICe. 

The trustees of each townshlp shall provide fire protection 
service for the township, exclusive of any part of the 

township within a benefited fire district and, in counties not 
providing ambulance services, may provide ambulance servic~. 

The trustees may purchase, own, rent oc maintain fire 
protection aervice or ambulance service apparatus or equipt11ent 

or both kinds of apparatus or equipment and provide hoosin9 
for the equipment. The trustees of a township ~hich has-a 

co!'Mion-boundaty-with-a-eity i:t located vi thin a county having 
a population of o~e three hundred ei9hty thousand or more ~ay 

also establish and ~alnta1n an emergency warning syste~ within 
the tovnship. The trustees may contract with a"y ~ public or 

private agency under chapter 28E foe the purpose of providing 
any service or system required or authorized under this 
section. 

Sec. 2. Section 359.43, subsection 1 1 Code 1985, is 
amended to read as follows: 

1. The tovnship trustees may levy an annual tax not 

exceeding forty and one-hal! cents per thousand dollars of 
asse~sed value of the taxable property in the township, 

excluding a"y property within a bene!ited fire district oc 
within the corp<Hclte limits of a city, for the purpose of 

exercisinq the powers and dutie~ specified in section 359.42. 

Ho~evPc, in e"y ~township having a ~ire protection service or 

-
House File 768, p. 2 

a~bulance service aqreement or both service aqreements with a 

special charter city havinq a paid fire department, the 

township trustees may levy an annual tax not exceedinq fifty­

four cents per thousand dollars of the assessed value of the 
taxable property for the services authoriz~d or required under 

sectlon 359.42 and in e"y ~ township which ~os-a-ee~on 

bo~ndary-vith-a-city ~_J9~~~ed within a county havinq a 

population of one ~r~ hur.dred etqhty thousand or ~ore, the 

township trustees nay levy an anr.ual tax not exceeding sixty­

seven and one-half cents per thousand dollars of assessed 
value of taxable pi!'Operty for the servicP.s author lzed or 

required under section 359.42. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 
Speaker of the House 

ROBERT T. ~~DERSON 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certi~y that thia bill ori9inated in the House and 
is kno~n as House File 768, Seventy-first General Assembly. 

App•oved ~~~ , 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

------------
JOSEPH O'IIERN 

Chief Clerk of the Ho~se 
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