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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to federal disaster assistance to state and 

2 local governments and providing an effective date. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

4 
HOUSE FILE 553 

FISCAL NOTE 
REQUESTED BY REPRESENTATIVE BUHR 

In compliance with a written request received March 15, 1985, a fiscal note for HOUSE 
FILE 553 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule 17. Data used in developing this 
fiscal note are available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Legislature 
upon request. 

House File 553 authorizes the state to provide matching funds for federal disaster 
assistance to local and state governments. Section 1 provides that the state provide up to 
10 percent of the expenses if the assistance is to a local government and up to 25 percent 
if the assistance is to the state government. 

Section 2 authorizes the Executive Council to approve financial grants for disaster 
assistance to local governments. The grants are limited to ten percent of the eligible 
expenses and are conditional upon the federal government providing 75 percent of the 
funding. The bill is effective upon publication. 

FISCAL IMPACT: It is not possible to predict the fiscal impact of House File 553 since the 
number and type of disasters that might occur in any one year, or consecutive years, cannot 
be predicted. 

Prior to 1983, the federal government provided 100 percent of public disaster assistance. 
Due to a recent federal regulation change, state and local governments must now provide 25 
percent of the funding needed for disaster assistance. The federal government will provide 
the remaining 75 percent of the funding. 

SOURCE: Office of Disaster Services 

FILED MARCH 18, 1985 
-----
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S.F. H.F. 

l Section l. Section 29C.6, Code 1985, is amended by adding 

2 the following new subsection: 

3 NEW SUBSECTION. 17. When the president of the United 

4 States has declared a major disaster to exist in the state and 

5 upon the governor's determination that financial assistance is 

6 essential to meet disaster-related necessary expenses or 

7 serious needs of local and state government adversely affected 

8 by a major disaster that cannot be otherwise adequately met 

9 from other means of assistance, accept a grant by the federal 

10 government to fund such financial assistance, subject to terms 

11 and conditions imposed upon the grant, and enter into an 

12 agreement with the federal government pledging the state to 

13 participate in the funding of the financial as~istance 

14 authorized to local government in an amount not to exceed ten 

15 percent of the total eligible expenses, with local government 

16 providing fifteen percent. If financial assistance is granted 

17 by the federal government for state disaster-related expenses 

18 or serious needs, the state shall participate in the funding 

19 of the financial assistance authorized in an amount not to 

20 exceed twenty-five percent of the total eligible expenses. If 

21 state funds are not otherwise available to the governor, an 

22 advance of the state share may be accepted from the federal 

23 government to be repaid when the state is able to do so. 

24 Sec. 2. Section 29C.20, Code 1985, is amended by adding 

25 the following new subsection: 

26 NEW SUBSECTION. If the president of the United States, at 

27 the request of the governor, has declared a major disaster to 

28 exist in this state, the executive council may make financial 

29 grants to meet disaster-related necessary expenses or serious 

30 needs of local governments adversely affected by the major 

31 disaster if those expenses or needs cannot otherwise be met 

32 from other means of assistance. The amount of the grant shall 

33 not exceed ten percent of the total eligible expenses and is 

34 conditional upon the federal government providing at least 

35 seventy-five percent of the eligible expenses. 
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Sec. 3. This Act, 

takes effect from and 

Bystander, a newspaper 

The Grundy Register, a 

Iowa. 

S.F. H.F~ 

being deemed of immediate importance, 

after its publication in The New Iowa 

published in Des Moines, Iowa, and in 

newspaper published in Grundy Center, 

EXPLANATION 

This bill authorizes the state to provide matching funds 

for federal disaster assistance to local and state 

governments. The state would provide up to ten percent of the 

expenses if the assistance is to a local government and up to 

twenty-five percent if the assistance is to the state 

government. 

The bill authorizes the executive council to approve 

financial grants for disaster assistance. The grants are 

limited to ten percent of the eligible expenses and are 

conditional upon the federal government providing seventy-five 

percent of the eligible expenses. 

The bill is effective upon publication. 
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l An Act relating to federal disaster assistance to state and 

2 local gover~~ents and providing an effective date. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 29C.6, Code 1985, is amended~! adding 
2 the following new subsection: 
3 NEW SUBSECTION. 17. When the president of the Un~ted 
4 States has declared a major disaster to exist in the state and 
5 upon the governor's determination that financial assistance is 
6 essential to meet disaster-related necessary expenses or 
7 serious needs of local and state government adversely affected 
8 by a major disaster that cannot be otherwise adequately met 
9 from other means of assistance, accept a grant by the federal 

10 government to fund such financial assistance, subject to terms 
11 and conditions imposed upon the grant, and enter into an 
12 agreement with the federal government pledging the state to 
13 participate in the funding of the financial assistance 
14 authorized to local government in an amount not to exceed ten 
15 percent of the total eligible expenses, with local government 
16 providing fifteen percent. If financial assistance is granted 
17 by the federal government for state disaster-related expenses 
18 or serious needs, the state shall participate in the funding 
19 cf the financial assistance authorized in an amount not to 
20 exceed twenty-five percent of the total eligible expenses. If 
21 state funds are not otherwise available to the governor, an 
22 advance of the state share may be accepted from the federal 
23 government to be repaid when the state is able to do so. 
24 Sec. 2. Section 29C.20, Code 1985, is amended by adding 
25 the following new subsection: 
26 NEW SUBSECTION. If the president of the United States, at 
27 the request of the governor, has declared a major disaster to 
28 exist in this state, the executive council may make financial 
29 grants to.meet disaster-related necessary expenses or serious 
30 needs of local governments adversely affected by the major 
31 disaster if those expenses or needs cannot otherwise be met 
32 from other means of assistance. The amount of the grant shall 
33 not exceed ten percent of the total eligible expenses and is 
34 conditional upon the federal government providing at least 

• 

• 

35 seventy-five percent of the eligible expenses. The aggregate ~ 
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S. F . H. F. 

l total of such grants shall not exceed five hundred thousand 
dollars during any fiscal year. 2 

3 sec. 3. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 
4 takes effect from and after its publication in the 
5 ------------------' a newspaper published in 
6 Iowa, and in -----------------------' a newspaper published in 
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-------------------------' Iowa. 
EXPLANATION 

This bill authorizes the state to provide matching funds 
for federal disaster assistance to local and state 
governments. The state would provide up to ten percent of the 
expenses if the assistance is to a local government and up to 
twenty-five percent if the assistance is to the state 
government. 

The bill authorizes the executive council to approve 
financial grants for disaster assistance. The grants are 
limited to ten percent of the eligible expenses and are 
conditional upon the federal government providing seventy-five 
percent of the eligible expenses. 

The bill is effective upon publication. 
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HOUSf. fl[.E SSl 

Ail ACT 

RI:::!.A.'TING TO ~'EDJ-:RAC. tHSAST~;p ASSIS'i'ANCJ-: 'I'O STA'l'E MW f.OCAI, 

COVERNHENTS MW PROIJit>lNG AN Ei"Ft:C1'IVf. OA1'£. 

Ri: lT t:NA.CTLO 13\' 'TilL Gf-:NJ-:RAL ASSEI'!B(,Y Ofo' 'l'tH: STAT~ OF IOWA: 

Sect .ion l. Sect1oo 7.9C.6, Cede l<JSS, is amended by adding 

the following nc ... subsection: 

~_!W__§OBSff!!9E• l 7. '"li'len the ptQS ident of the United 

States has decloueJ a rnajo1· disa!".tP.r to t.•.d~t in the sUtt.t.• .:.tnd 

upon the governor's determ1n.1Lion Lh<lt (lnancial .l:~51Stanc4! ts 

csaerltial to (';'leet di.sast(>r-telated nccl.•ss,:uy expenses or 

~erious needs of local and st~tc government advcraely affected 

t-y ,., ma)('lr disaster that cannot be other\oli.se adeq\rately cr.el 

(rom other mt.•..>n!< of ilssistarKt·, accept a 9rant by the fedt!cal 

qovt•rn:l'h~nt to fund suet; financial .l!:slst,lnce, suhjec:t to t(!fi.IS 

<lnd condi.tion!l impoacd upon trw grolnt., clnd t.'Ot:t:.•r into an 

aqcc~~~nt with the federal qovernmcnt pl~Jqir1g the stdte to 

part~(:ip~t.c in th~ (undinq of the financidl A951St~nce 

auth!lrizeO to local qovern~ent ln an anount not to exce~d ten 

percent Cl( tn~ total eligibll~ ~xpenses, with lo~al governm1:nt 

providing fiftern pf'rct•nt. If f1nanci.1l ,-,ssi:;tance i~ <)rclnt~.>d 

hy Uw (ed""ral QOV(:rnmt.•nt fe-r stat~ di'f.a!;tcr- related ~xpen:~e:> 

or st.·1·iou5 n~t:d!>, the stdtt' !>hell! particip.He in thP funding 

:1! th~: finar.,ial a~:~ist<lnce clutli< . .Hizcd 1n an .1:mcmnt O<..'t to 

~xc~Pd t~'!nly· five percent of t.h~ total ~liqible exprn~c~. I( 

sl<~t~ funds arc not othctwi!>t.' •lVcli \able to t.he 9ove:·noc, <1n 

.1dvance o( t.toe !>tat(' !ih<ttc cr.:ty be cll'C""ept(•rl ftom tlH.' lcrleral 

9l.'VI';'t/lmi~J''It lob(> !E':paid \o'tlC:'l tht: ~~.<.;\0:> IS ,1ble lO do :>0. 

SC'c. 2. S1~cticn 29C.20. C(lde 198'), is arn~n<h·d bt adding 

th~ tollowinq O(•lo' sob!>P'~·rlon; 

!:li~W __ S~JK~~-E~]' J':..2~. If tho.• p!\~:-:Jd~nt of t.he VrdtJ.•d $tat~s. at 

the f("q·-·-··· .-' ti'(: govo::r-(1f, t·.,~~ dt:•t..:l<rrl"'d <I rr,i}Vr dJ.s~ste>r to 
~·;..t;::.t i: ,r,1t•~, the e>-~'.'''ul.:v~: c:ouncd C"-il'l l"c\k(• tin,lrlCi.•\i 

~Cilf'.ts ·. __ ...,, tlt!>a:;t.o.>c-cf.•li:!lt.•:l nec•_·,.~~ar·,. f'X{'~n>:-f':. or s~r•o•r'> e 

Jiouse Pile S53, p. 2 

nee-ds of local qovernr:tents adverse!:; <J.ffectcd by Ule major 

disaster if those exponsus or needu cannot otherwis~ b~ net 
from other means of assistance. The anount o( the grant ohall 

not exceed tP.n percent of the total ellqible expenses and is 

condi.ti.onal upon the federal government providin9 at least 

SfJVeoty-fivt' percent of the eligible P..'I.Yt!nses. 

S~c. 3. Th.i.s Act, beinq deemed of .i.nut\edi.ate il'l'lportance, 

takes ~ffect (rolf\ dnd after it.~ publicdtion jn The New Iowa 

Bystander, a ne· ... spapcr published in Ol~s Moines, Iowa, a-nd jn 

The Gr11ndy Reqister, a ne'Wspaper published in Grundy Center, 
ro· ... a. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Spedk.er ot the House 

ROln:o;n T, ANOEASON 

Pr~sid~nt o! the Senate 

I hereby certify th~t this blll ori9lnat~d in lh~ House and 

ls k.no ... n as Hou.se i'ile 5S3, Sevrnty-tir::>t General /I!;SL·!T'hly. 

•ww•fitukf 198~ 

1'Eil~Y P.. llPANSTAI) 

Govt~rnot 

.JOSf:PB 0' UERN 

Chief ClerJ.: of the Hou!H~ 
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Sec. 3. This Act, being deemed of immediate importance, 

takes effect from and after its publication in The New Iowa 

Bystander, a newspaper publis~ed in Des Moines, Iowa, and in 

The Grundy Register, a newspaper published in Grundy CeJJter, 

Iowa. 

EXPLANATION 

This bill authorizes the state to provide matching funds 

for federal disaster assistance to local and state 

governments. The state would provide up to ten percent of the 

expenses if the assistance is to a local government and up to 

11 twenty-five percent if the assistance is to the state 

12 government. 

13 The bill authorizes the executive council to approve 

14 financial grants for disaster assistance. The grants are 

15 limited to ten percent of the eligible expenses and are 

16 conditional upo11 the federal government providing seventy-five 

17 percent of the eligible expenses. 

18 The bill is effective upon publication. 
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