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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to special elections to fill vacancles ln 

city councils. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

CPB·IG~OO 2113 



S.F. H.F. ,£.3 7 

1 Section 1. Section 372.13, s~bsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

2 1985, is amended to read as follows: 

3 b. By a special election held to fill the office for the 

4 remaining balance of the unexpired term. If the council opts 

5 for a special election or a valid petition is filed under 

6 paragraph ''a", the special election may be held concurrently 

7 with any pending election as provided by section 69.12 if by 

8 so doing the vacancy will be filled not more than ninety days 

9 after it occurs. Otherwise, a special election to fill the 

10 office shall be called at the earliest practicable date. If 

ll there are concurrent vacancies on the council and the 

12 remaining council members do not constitute a quorum of the 

13 full membership, a special election shall be called at the 

14 earliest practicable date. A-5peeiat-etee~ten-"etd-tlnder-thi5 

15 stlbseetion-is-stlbjeet-to-"either-a-primary-eleetie"-nor 

16 rtlnoff,-e~en-if-5tleh-a"-eteetion-is-reqtltred-when-the-offiee 

17 ±n-qtiestion-i~-fitted-at-a-regtllar-eity-eteetien,-and-the 

18 eandidate-reeeiving-a-pltlratity-of-the-vote-1~-eteeted. A 

19 special election held under t~is subsection is subject to 

20 sections 376.4 through 376.11, but the dates for actions in 

21 relation to ~~e special ele~tion shall be calculated with 

22 regard to the date for which the soecial election is called. 

23 EXPLANATION 

24 This bill provides that a special election to fill a 

25 vacancy on a city courtcil is subject to the provisions 

26 regarding the holding of primaries and runoff elections. 
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AN ACT 

RELA'l'lNG TO SPECIAL ELECTIONS TO FILl, VACANCIES IN CITY 

COUNCILS. 

BE IT ENACTED B'i T!tE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF 'l'HE S'I'A1'E OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 172.13, subsection 2, paraqraph b, Code 

198S, is amended to read as follows: 
b. By a special election held to fill the office for the 

remaining balance of the unexpired ter~. If the council opts 

for a special election or a valid petition la filed under 
paraCJraph "a"', the special election may be held concurrently 

with any pend1n9 election as provided by sectlon 69.12 lf by 

~o doing the vacancy will be filled not more than ninety days 

after it occurs. Otherwise, a special election to fill the 
office shall be called at the earliest practlcable date. It 
there are concurrent vacancies on the council and the 
re~ainln9 council ~embers do not constitute a quorum of the 
full ~embarship, a special election shall be called at the 
earliest puctl.cable date. A-speciat-eleetton··h~~d-t!nder-thi:t 

aubseetion-ts-:tt!bjeet-to-netther-a-prt~err-eleetton-nor 

ranofE 7 -ewen-tf-sueh-aft-eieetion-is-reqdired-•hen-the-offie~ 
in-question-is-tiiled-at-a-re9~lar-eity-eieetion 7 -and-t~e 

eandidate-reeeivin9-a-pl~ra\ity-·of-the-vote-ts-eleetedo ~ 
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relation to th~clal election shall be calculated wlth 

reqard_!q_~n! date for which the special election is called~ 

DONALD 0. AVENSON 

Spea~er of the House 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill ori9inated in the House and 
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