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A BILL FOR 
An Act relating to procedures for the establishment of priorities 

for property tax exemptions for wetlands, recreational lakes, 

3 forest covers, rivers and streams, river and stream banks, 

4 and open prairies. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

HOUSE Fir.E 497 

S-S045 
1 Amend Ho~se File 497, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting after line 24 the 
~ !:odow~ng: 
5 "Sec. 2. Section 427.1, subsection 36, Code 
6 Supplement 1985, is a~ended by addi~g the following 
1 new unnumbered paragraph: 
8 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Notwithstanding other 
9 requirements under this subsection, the owner of any 

10 property lying between a river or stream and a d~ke 
11 which is reauired to be set back three hundred feet or 
12 less from the river or stream shall automatically be 
13 granted an exemption for that property upon submission 
14 of an application accompanied by an affidavit signed 
15 by the applicant that iE the exemption is granted the 
16 property will not be used for economic gain during the 
17 period of exemption. The exemption shall continue 
18 from year to year for as long as the property 
19 qualifies and is not used for economic gain, wi~hout 
20 need for filing additional applications or affidavits. 
21 ?roperty exempted pursuant to this paragraph is in 
22 addition to the maximum acreage applicable to other 
23 exemptions under this subsection.'' 

S-5045 Filed and adopted February 7, 1986 BY SCHWENGELS 
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l Section 1. Section 427.1, subsection 36, unnumbered 

2 paragraph 3, Code 1985, is a~ended to read as follows: 

3 Before the board of supervisors may designate real property 

4 for the exemption, it shall establish priorities :or the types 

5 of real property for which an exemption may be granted and the 

6 amount of acreage. These priorities may be the same as or 

7 different than those for previous years. The board of 

8 supervisors shall get the approval of the governing body of 

9 the city before an exemption may be granted to real property 

10 located within the corporate limits of that city. A public 

11 hearing shall be held with notice given as provided in section 

12 23.2 at which the proposed priority list shall be presented. 

13 However, no public hearing is required if the proposed 

14 priorities are the same as those for the previous year. After 

15 the public hearing, the board of supervisors shall adopt by 

16 resolution the proposed priority list or another priority 

17 list. Property upon which are located abandoned buildings or 

18 structures shall have the lowest priority on the list adopted, 

19 except where the board of supervisors determines that a 

20 structure has historic significance. The board of supervisors 

shall also provide for a procedure where the amount of acres 

for which exemptions are sought exceeds the amount the 

priority list provides for that type or in the aggregate for 

all types. 
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25 EXPLANATION 

26 This bill provides that the county board of supervisors 

27 need not hold a public hearing on proposed priorities in 

28 connection with property tax exemptions for wetlands, recrea-

29 tional lakes, forest covers, rivers and streams, river and 

30 stream banks, and open prairies if the proposed priorities are 

31 the same as those for the previous year. 
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SENATE Al"'END~lENT TO HOUSE FILE 497 
H-5084 

l Amend House File 497, as passed by the House, as 
2 follows: 
3 l. Page 1, by inserting after line 24 the 
4 following: 
5 "Sec. 2. Section 427.1, subsection 36, Code 
6 Supplement 1985, is amended by adding the following 
7 new unnumbered paragraph: 
8 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. Notwithstanding other 
9 requirements under this subsection, the owner of any 

10 property lying between a river or stream and a dike 
ll which is required to be set back three hundred feet or 
12 less from the river or stream shall automatically be 
13 granted an exemption for that property upon submission 
14 of an application accompanied by an affidavit signed 
15 by the applicant that if the exemption is granted the 
16 property will not be used for economic gain during the 
17 period of exemption. The exemption shall continue 
18 from year to year for as long as the property 
19 qualifies and is not used for economic gain, without 
20 need for filing additional applications or affidavits. 
21 Property exempted pursuant to this paragraph is in 
22 addition to the maximum acreage applicable to other 
23 exemptions under this subsection." 

H-'>084 FILED FEBRS\i\RY 12, 1986 RECEIVED FRO~l THE SENATE 
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HOUSJ: flL£ 497 

AN ACT 

RELATING TO PROCEDURES FOR 1'8£ ESTA8LIS!H"'~N1' OJ' P9.IOIHTIES 

FOR PROPERTY TAX EXF~PTIONS FOR W£TLANOS, R£CREA7IONAL 

LAKES, t~REST COVERS, RIVERS AND STRP.AMS, RIVER ~D STRJ:AH 

DNlKS, AND OPLN PRAIRIES. 

BE I'r ENACTED 8\' TUE GLNERAL ASSSXBL'l m• 'tHE STATE Of IOWA: 

Section l. Section 427.1, subsection 36, unnumbered 

paragraph 3, Code 1985, is amended to r~ad as follows: 
Before the Ooard of aupervlsors may desiqnate real property 

for the exemption, it shall establish priorities for the types 

of real property for which an exemption nay be qranted and the 

amount of acreaqe. These pr~orities may be the same as or 

different than those for previous years. The board of 

supervisors shall qet the ap9roval of the governing body of 
the city before an exemption ~ay be granted to real property 

locdted within the corporate limits of that city. A public 
hearing shall be held ·o~ith notice q1ven as provided in section 

23.2 at which the propos~d p~iority list shall be presented. 

Ho·o~~ver, nC?~i_c hearing i.s~r~~- if the p_~_ooosed 
priorities a_r::e the sacne as thC?~e for the orcvio~t.!!...Y!!£.!. After 
the public hearing, the board of supervisors $hall adopt by 

resolution the proposed priority list or another priority 
list. Property upon which are located aoandoned buildings or 

structures shall have the lo·.;est priority on the list 3dopted, 

except ~here the board of supervisors determines that a 

st:ucture has hlstoric s1qni~icance. The board of superv1so:s 
shall also provide for a procedure ·.;here tt\e amount of acres 

to~ ;.~hich exe:npt ions J.re s<H.qilt exceeds the a:ncu:lt the 
pr~ority list provides for ~~at type or i~ the J.qqr~gate for 

al~ type:>. 
Sec. 2. Secr:~on 42"1.1, s .. osect~\11! 36. Clde S.Jpplement 

l?e::.. is .1me~Ceci by ado.Lnq 

pd:~qril.:Hl 

-e fol~cw~rtq ~ew ~~rumbcred 

fl • 
House File 497, p. 2 

~F~'~~ _tf!!~WMB~~~EO PARAGRA_f?_}:!. Not.., it hs tand i nq other 
requirenents. under this subsection, the owner of any property 
lying between a river or $lre3n and~ dike which i.s rP.quired 

to be set back three hundred feet or less fran the river or 
strean shall automatically be granted an exemption for that 

property upon submission of an application accompanied by an 
affidavit signed by the applicant that if the exemption is 

granted the property will not be used for economic gain during 
the period of exe~ption. rhe exe~ption shall continue fro~ 

year to year for as. long as the property qualifies and is not 

used for economic qain, without need for filinq additional 

applications or affidavits. Prop~rty exe~pted pursuant to 

this paragraph is in addition to the rnaXlmuto acreage 

applicable to other exetT.pt ions under this subsection. 

-·-· -----------
DONALD D. AVENSON 
Spea~er of the House 

ROBERT 7. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Hcuse and 
1s known as House File 497, Seventy-first General Asser:-,bly. 
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.JOSEPH O'HF.RN 

Chief Clerk of the House 
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