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l An Act relating to the publication of official public notices by 
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BE 

defining a newspaper, by establishing fees for the publication 

of official notices, and by providing for enforcement of 

official publication requirements, and subjecting violators to 

penalties. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Section 1. Section 349.7, subsection 2, Code 1985, is 

2 qmended to read as follows: 

3 2. Those subscribers,-rlef±ned-63-±n-3ubseet±en-± who_hav~ 

4 been subscribers at least six consecutive months before the 

5 date of application, whose papers are ~ularly delivered by 

6 carrier ~e~u~er±y upon an order or subscripti~n, or whose 

7 papers are purchased from the publisher for resale and 

8 delivery by independent carriers 1 -3eid-independent-ea~rier3 

9 M8~in9 who have filed with the publisher a list of their 

10 subscribers. 

ll Sec. 2. Section 349.14, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 349.14 PUBLICATION PENDING CONTEST. 

14 After the selection by the board of 

15 newspapers, no publisher shall receive 

16 officiql proceedings until the contest 

17 insofar as the publisher is concerned. 

supervisors of official 

pay for publishing 

is finally determined, 

After determination of 

18 ~he contest, payment for publications ~ade duriE~t0e contest 

19 shall include interest at the 

20 mortth calculated from date of 

21 ~ent, les_;; thi.£.!Y_ days. 

rate of one-haif.~cent:. .. ~ 

publication to .the date of 

22 Sec. 3. Section 349.17, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 349.17 COST. 

25 The cost of official 

26 349.16 shall not exceed 

publications provided for in section 

tnree-~~ftns-tne-le9a~-fee-pre~~ded-by 

27 stattlte three-fourths of the fee provided in secti9n 618.11 

28 for the publication of legal notices. Ne-stleh An official 

29 publication shall no~ be printed in type smaller than f~ve six 

30 point . 
. 31 Sec. 4. Section 445.8, subsection 2, Code 1985, lS amended 

32 to read as follows: 

33 2. The treasurer shall cause to be compiled a list of all 
34 delinquent personal property taxes for the current assessment 
35 year, as shown by the delinquent personal property tax list. 
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l S~eh The list, which may be divided for f:lUblication in 

2 different newsf:laEers, shall show the amount of the taxes 

3 delinquent when the amount of the tax is more than five 

4 dollars and the amount of penalty, interest, and costs 

5 thet'een, the name of the owner, if known, or the person, if 

6 any, to whom it is taxed, and shall be published ~n some an 

7 official newspaper in the county once each week for two 

8 consecutive weeks, the last of which shall be not more than 

9 two weeks before the third Monday in June, and by immediately 

10 posting a copy of the first publication thereo~ at the door of 

ll the courthouse,-~f-there-be-one7-~f-net,-at-the-deor-ef-the 

12 p~aee-where-the-%ast-term-of-distriet-eetlrt-was-he~d. 

13 provisions-of-seet~ens Sections 446.10 and 446.11 sha%% 

'I' he 

14 prevai%-in-eenneetion-w~th aEply to 

15 notice. The treasurer shall obtain 

the publication of stleh 

a copy of the notice as 

16 published, and a certificate of the publication thereof from 

17 the printer or publisher, and file it in the office of the 

auditor. 18 
,,·/ .:: .... ' / 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

Sec. 5. Section 446.9, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

follows: 

446.9 NOTICE OF' SALE -- SERVICE. 

Notice of the time and place of the sale shall be g1ven by 

the treasurer by publication in a an official newspaper in the 

county once each week for two consecutive weeks, the last of 

which is not more than two weeks before the day of sale. The 

notice, which may be divided for publication in diff~rent 

newspapers, shall contain a description of each separate tract 

28 to be sold as taken from the tax list, the amount of 

29 delinquent taxes for which it is liable for each year, the 

30 amount of penalty, interest, and costs accrued, and the name 

31 of the owner, if known, or the person, if any, to whom it is 

32 taxed. All of the delinquent tax, regular, special and those 

33 charges certified pursuant to section 384.84, existing against 

34 the property for the year in which the tax sale is held sha:l 

35 be listed as a single sum. All property which has previously 
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1 been advertised and remains unsold and against which there 

2 remain delinquent taxes, shall be indicated by an asterisk. 

·3 Sec. 5. Section 446.10, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

4 follows: 

5 446.10 COSTS. 

··'· 6 'rhe compensation for st:ten each publication shall not exceed 

7 ~ne-aoiie~ two dollars and fifty cents for each description, 

8 and shall be paid by the county. Headings and other matter 

9 shall be compensated for as provided in section 618.11. The 

JO amount paid t~erefor shall be collected as a part of the costs 

ll of sale and paid into the county treasury. If a taxpayer pays 

12 the taxes owed before the date of sale, the am~unt paid for 

13 publication shall be included as a part of the costs of 

14 ~o1lecting the taxes which are payable by_~he taxpayer. 

15 Sec. 7. Section 618.1, Code 1985, is amended by adding the 

16 following new unnumbered paragraph: 

J.7 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRJI.PH. All notices relating to real 

l8 ~roperty required by law or ordinance to ce published in a 

19 newspaper, shall contain a description of the property and d 

20 street address, if available, when the property is located 

21 within a city. 

22 Sec. 8. Section 618.2, Code 1985, is amended by striking 

23 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

24 618.2 VIOLATION-- CIVIL PENALTIES. 

25 1. A public official who violates section 618.1 or who 

26 willfully fails co make publication of notice, report of 

27 proceedings, or other matter as required by law, is guilty of 

28 a simple misdemeanor. 

29 2. Any aggrieved person, taxpayer, citizen of this state, 

30 the attorney general, or county attorney may seek enforcement 

31 oE this chapter. Proceedings to enforce this chapter shall be 

32 brought in the district court for the county in which the 

33 violation is alleged to have occurred. Prior to initiation of 

34 a Stiit, the party seeking judicial enforcement of this chapter 

35 must first provide written notice to the official in question 
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1 of intent to initiate suit and the grounds therefor after 

2 which the official shall have ten days in which to comply with 

3 this chapter. 

4 right to suit 

5 3. When a 

Compliance within ten days shall eliminate any 

created by this section. 

party seeking enforcement of this chapter 

6 demonstrates to the court that the official in question 1s 

7 subject to this chapter and has failed to make a required 

8 publication, the burden of proof is on the official to 

9 demonstrate compliance with this chapter. 

10 4. Upon a finding by a preponderance of the evidence that 

11 an official has violated any provision of this chapter, a 

12 court: 

13 a. Shall assess against the official damages in the amount 

14 of not more than five hundred dollars nor less than one 

15 hundred dollars. These damages shall be paid to the state of 

16 Iowa. 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

b. Shall order that the official pay all costs and 

reasonable attorneys fees to any party successfully 

establishing a violation of this chapter. 

c. May issue an injunction punishable by civil contempt 

ordering the official to refrain for one year from any future 

violations of this chapter. 

23 Sec. 9. Section 618.3, Code 1985, is amended by striking 

24 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

25 618.3 "NEWSPAPER'' DEFINED. 

26 For the purpose of establishing and giving assured 

27 circulation to all notices and reports of proceedings requi•ed 

28 by statute to be published within the state, if newspapers are 

29 required to be used, only a newspaper which meets all of the 

30 following requirements shall be designated for official 

31 publication purposes: 

32 

33 

34 

35 

l. Is a newspaper of general circulation issued at a 

regular frequency that has been published within the area and 

regularly mailed through the post office of entry for at least 

two years. 
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-1 2. Has a list of subscribers who have paid, or promised to 

2 pay, at more than a nominal rate, for copies to be received 

3 during a stated period. 

4 3. Devotes at least twenty-five percent of its total 

5 column space in more than one-half of its issues during any 

6 twelve-month period to information of a public character other 

7 than advertising. 

8 4. Is paid for by at least fifty percent of the persons or 

9 subscribers to whom it is distributed. 

10 Sec. 10. Section 618.11, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

ll follows: 

12 618.11 FEES FOR PUBLICATION. 

13 The compensation, when not otherwise fixed, for the 

14 publication in a newspaper of any notice, order, citation, or 

15 other publication required or allowed by law, shall not exceed 

16 twenty-six cents for one insertion, and seventeen cents for 

17 each subsequent insertion, for each line of eight-point type 

18 two inches in length, or the its equivalent thereeE. 

19 Publication of matter which may be photographically reproduced 

20 !or printin~_instead of typeset shall be comoensate.d at a rate 

21 not to exceed t~e lowest available earned rate for any similar 

22 advertising matter. Statements of itemized financial and 

23 other like columnar matter shall be published in tabular form 

24 ~ithout additional compensation. In case of controversy or 

25 doubt regarding measurements, style, mannerL or form, the 

26 controversy is shall be referred to the executive council, and 

27 its decision is final. 

28 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 618.16 ZONED EDITIONS OF SAME 

29 NEWSPAPER. 

30 Publication requirements for governmental subdivisions of 

31 the state shall be deemed satisfied when publication is made 

32 in editions or zoned editions which are delivered to an area 

33 comprising the jurisdiction of the subdivision making the 

34 publication even though publication is not made in other 

35 editions of the same newspaper delivered to other areas of the 
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l state. 

2 EXPLANATION 

3 Section 1 provides that subscribers who obtain their 

4 newspapers by carrier are counted as subscribers in a contest 

5 situation. 

6 Section 2 provides that when payments for publications are 

7 not made because a contest for determination of an official 

8 newspaper status exists, interest shall be included in the 

9 payment following resolution of the contest. The interest 

10 shall be paid at the rate of one-half percent per month and 

ll the first thirty days shall be interest free. 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

Section 3 provides that the cost of publications in 

official newspapers shall be made at the rate of three-fourths 

of the fee provided in section 618.11 rather than at the 

present three-fifths of that rate. Section 3 also raises the 

minimum print size from five to six point. 

Section 4 establishes that the delinquent personal property 

tax list may be divided for publication in different official 

newspapers. 

Section 5 provides that a delinquent real estate tax list 

may be divided and printed in two different newspapers in the 

county. 

Section 6 increases the compensation for publication of 

24 notice regarding tax sales to two dollars and fifty cents for 

25 each separate description for each publication from the 

26 present one dollar. 

27 Section 7 provides that notices with respect to real 

28 property that are required to be made shall be published to 

29 contain both a legal description and a local address, if 

30 available, when that property is located in a city. 

31 Section 8 provides an enforcement mechanism for officials 

32 who fail to obey public notice requirements. In addition to 

33 the present possible misdemeanor charge, civil remedies could 

34 also be sought which would include a fine of not less that! one 

35 hundred dollars nor more than five hundred dollars plus costs 
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l and attorney fees. 

2 Sectio~ 9 changes the Code definition of a newspaper. 

3 Section 10 provides that existing allowances for columnar 

4 matter are eliminated and the lowest rate is required to be 

5 charged for photographically reproduced matter which does not 

6 need to be typeset. 

7 

8 

9 

10 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Section 

satisfied 

newspaper 

11 states that publication requirements are 

when publication is made in an edition of a 

which serves the locality requiring the notice. 
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Passed Senate, Date 
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A Bill FOR 

1 An Act relating to the publication of official public notices by 

2 providing for the selection of official newspapers, by 
3 establishing fees for the publication of official notices, and 
4 by providing for enforcement of official publication 
5 requirements, and subjecting violators to penalties. 

6 WHEREAS, the general assembly finds that the goal of public 

7 notice advertising is to ensure that as many citizens as possible 

8 are notified on a regular basis in a permanent record of their 

9 government's activities and expenditures; and 
10 WHEREAS, paid public notices in newspapers enjoy faithful, 
11 proven readership and offer taxpayers and public officials the 
12 accuracy, convenience, _and protection of an unabridged account of 
13 government business that can be read, studied, and saved; and 
14 WHEREAS, the public's right and need to know are served by 
15 regular public notices in newspapers which historically reach the 

16 greatest number of citizens at a reasonable cost; NOW THEREFORE, 

17 BE IT'ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

18 

19 

20 

21 
,. 22 

23 
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1 Section 1. Section 331.302, subsection 10, Code 1985, is 
2 amended to read as follows: 

3 10 •. The compensation paid to a newspaper for a publication 
4 required by this section shall not exceed th~ee-£e~~th~-o£ the 
5 .fee provided in section 618.11. 
6 Sec. 2. Section 349.6, Code 1985, is amended by adding the 

7 following new unnumbered paragraph: 
8 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. In counties where there are more 

9 newspapers than the number required for official county 

10 newspapers, only one paid circulation official newspaper under 

11 common ownership published in the same city shall be paid to 
12 publish official county notices. Each paid circulation 

13 official newspaper under common ownership may publish public 
14 notices, but they shall be treated as one newspaper for 
15 payment purposes to allow for flexibility in notice 
16 publication schedules. 

17 Sec. 3. Section 349.7, subsection 2, Code 1985, is amended 

18 to read as follows: 

19 2. Those subscribers,-eefinee-a~-in-s~b~eetien-1 who have 
20 been subscribers at least six consecutive months before the 

21 date of application, whose papers are regularly delivered by 
22 carrier re~~ia~iy upon an order or subscription, or whose 
23 papers are purchased from the publisher for resale and 
24 delivery by independent carriers,-saie-ineependent-earrie~~ 
25 havin~ who have filed with the publisher a list of their 
26 subscribers. 
27 Sec.· 4. Section 349.14, Code 1985, is amended to read as 
28 follows: 

29 349.14 PUBLICATION PENDING CONTEST •. 
30 After the selection by the board of supervisors of official 
31 newspapers, no publisher shall receive pay for publishing 
32 official proceedings until the contest is finally determined, 
33 insofar as the publisher is concerned. After determination of 

• 

• 

34 the contest, payment for publications made during the contest 4t 
35 shall include interest at the legal rate calculated from date 
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1 of publication to the date of payment, less thirty days. 

2 Sec. 5. Section 349.17, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 349.17 COST. 

5 The cost of official 

6 349.16 shall not exceed 

publications 

eh~ee-fifeh~ 

provided for in section 

the legal fee provided by 

7 statute for the publication of legal notices. No-~Heh An 

8 official publication shall not be printed in type smaller than 

9 five point. 

10 Sec. 6. Section 380.9, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 380.9 FEE FOR PUBLICATION. 

13 The compensation paid to a newspaper for any publication 

14 required by this chapter may shall not exceed eh~ee-foH~eh~-of 

15 the fee provided in section 618.11. 

16 Sec. 7. Section 445.8, subsection 2, Code 1985, is amended 

17 to read as follows: 

18 2. The treasurer shall cause to be compiled a list of all 

19 delinquent personal property taxes for the current assessment 

20 year, as shown by the delinquent personal property tax list. 

21 Stteh The list, which may be divided for publication in 

22 different newspapers, shall show the amount of the taxes 

23 delinquent when the amount of the tax is more than five 

24 dollars and the amount of penalty, interestL and costs 

25 ehereo", the name of the owner, if known, or the person, if 

26 any, to whom it .is taxed, and shall be published in ~o~e an 

27 official newspaper in the county once each week for two 

28 consecutive weeks, the last of which shall be not more than 

29 two weeks before the third Monday in June, and by immediately 

30 ?csting a copy of the first publication thereof at the door of 

31 the courthouse, if there be is one, if not, at the door of the 

32 place where the last term of district court was held. !he 

33 ~rovi~ions-of-~eeeions Sections 446.10 and 446.11 ~haii · 

34 prevai%-in-eonneeeion-witn apply to the publication of saeh 

35 notice. The treasurer shall obtain a copy of the notice as 
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l published, and a certificate of the publication thereo~ from 
2 the printer or publisher, and file it in the office of the 

3 auditor. 

4 Sec. 8. Section 446.10, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

5 follows: 
6 446.10 COSTS. 

7 The compensation for ~ueh each publication shall not exceed 
8 o~e-doiier five dollars for each description, and shall be 

9 paid by the county. Headings and other matter shall be 

10 compensated for as provided in section 618.11. The amount 

11 paid there~or shall be collected as a part of the costs of 
12 sale and paid into the county treasury. 

13 Sec. 9. Section 618.1, Code 1985, is amended by adding the 

14 following new unnumbered paragraph: 

15 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. All notices relating to real 
16 property required by law or ordinance to be published in a 

• 

17 newspaper, shall contain both a legal description and a street • 
18 address when the property is located within a city. 

19 Sec. 10. Section 618.2, Code 1985, is amended by striking 

20 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

21 618.2 VIOLATION -- CIVIL PENALTIES. 

22 1. A public official who violates section 618.1 or who 

23 willfully fails to make publication of notice, report of 
24 proceedings, or other matter as required by law, is guilty of 

25 a simple misdemeanor. 
26 2. Any aggrieved person, taxpayer, citizen of this state, 

27 the attorney general, or county attorney may seek enforcement 

28 of this chapter. Proceedings to enforce this chapter shall be 

29 brought in the district court for the county in which the 

30 violation is alleged to have occurred. 

31 3. When a party seeking enforcement of this chapter 

32 demonstrates to the court that the official in question is 

33 subject to this chapter and has failed to make a required 
34 publication, the burden of proof is on the official to 

35 demonstrate compliance with this chapter. 
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1 4. Upon a finding by a preponderance of the evidence that 
2 an official has violated any provision of this chapter, a 
3 court: 
4 a. Shall assess against the official damages ~n the amount 

5 of not more than five hundred dollars nor less than one 

6 hundred dollars. These damages shall be paid to the state of 

7 Iowa. 
8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

b. Shall order that the official pay all costs and 
reasonable attorneys fees to any party successfully 
establishing a violation of this chapter. 

c. Shall void any action taken for which a required 
publication was not made if the suit for enforcement of this 

chapter is brought within six months of the date of the action 
and the court finds under the facts of the particular case 

that the public interest in the enforcement of the policy of 

this chapter outweighs the public interest in sustaining the 
validity of the action taken. This paragraph does not apply 
to an action taken regarding the issuance of bonds or other 
evidence of indebtedness of a governmental body if a public 
hearing, election, or public sale has been held regarding the 

bonds or evidence of indebtedness. 
22 d. Shall issue an order removing the official from office 

23 ~f the official has engaged in two prior violations of this 
24 chapter for which damages were assessed against the official. 

25 e. May issue an injunction punishable by civil contempt 
26 ordering the official to refrain for one year from any future 

27 violations of ~his chapter. 
28 sec. 11. Section 618.3, Code 1985, is amended by striking 
29 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
30 618.3 "NEWSPAPER" DEFINED. 

31 For the purpose of establishing and giving assured . 
32 circulation to all notices and reports of proceedings required 

33 by statute to be published within the state, if newspapers are 
34 required to be used, only a newspaper which meets all of the 

35 following requirements shall be designated for official 
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l publication purposes: 
2 .1. Is a newspaper of general circulation that has been 
3 published within the area and regularly mailed through the 
4 post office of entry for at least two years. 

5 2. Is sold to its subscribers for a definite price or 

6 consideration of not less than fifty percent of its suggested 

7 retail price and paid for by at least sixty percent of those 
8 persons or subscribers to whom it is distributed. 
9 3. Devotes at least twenty-five percent of its total 

10 column space in more than one half of its issues during any 

11 twelve-month period to passing events of a political, 
12 business, educational, religious, or social nature and to 

13 current happenings, announcements, and miscellaneous reading 
14 matter other than advertising. 

15 4. Maintains its principal office within the affected 

16 jurisdiction for the purpose of gathering news, soliciting 

17 advertising, and for the conduct of general business. 
18 Sec. 12. Section 618.11, Code 1985, is amended to read as 
19 follows: 
20 618.11 FEES FOR PUBLICATION. 

21 The compensation, when not otherwise fixed, for the 
22 publication in a newspaper of any notice, order, citation, or 

23 other publication required or allowed by law, shall not exceed 
24 ewenty-six the space cost.for classified advertising regularly. 

25 charged by the newspaper for each insertion or thirty cents 
26 for one insertion7 and seventeen twenty-five cents for each 
27 subsequent insertion; for each line of eight-point type two 
28 inches in length, or ehe its equivalent ehet'eof, whi"chever 
29 compensation is more. Publication of matter which may be 
30 photographically reproduced for printipg instead of typeset 
31 shall be compensated at a rate not to exceed the lowest 
32 available earned rate for any similar advertising matter. 
33 Statements of itemized financial and other like columnar 
34 matter shall be published in tabular form without additional 

35 compensation. In case of controversy or doubt regarding 

-s-
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l measurements, style, manner, or form, the controversy ~~ shall 
2 be referred to the executive ·council, and its decision is 
3 final. 
4 Sec. 13 •. NEW SECTION. 618.16 ZONED EDITIONS OF SAME 

5 NEWSPAPER. 
6 Publication requirements for governmental subdivisions of 

7 the state shall be deemed satisfied when publication is made 
8 in editions or zoned editions which are delivered to an area 

9 comprising the jurisdiction of the subdivision making the 
10 publication even though publication is not made in other 

11 editions of the same newspaper delivered to other areas of the 
12 state. Compensation paid shall not exceed the zoned rate for 

13 classified advertising charged by the newspaper. 
14 EXPLANATION 

that 

made 

certain required county 15 Section 1 provides 

16 publications shall be 
.• 17 law in lieu of the present 

Section 2 provides that 

at the legal rate established by 

three-quarter rate. 

'I 

18 in the selection of official county 

19 newspapers, only one paid newspaper under common ownership 
20 published in the same city is eligible to become an official 
21 county newspaper when there are more newspapers than are 

23 
24 

22 required for county newspapers. Allowance is also made for 

tr~ating commonly owned newspapers as one paper for notice 
publication. 

25 
26 

27 
28 

29 
30 

31 

32 

33 

Section 3 provides that subscribers who obtain their 
newspapers by carrier are counted as subscribers in a contest 

situation. 
Section 4 provides that when payments for publications are 

not made because a contest for determination of an official 
newspaper status exists, interest· shall be included in the 
payment following resolution of the contest. The interest 
shall be paid at the legal rate and the first thirty days 

shall be interest fee. 
34 Section 5 provides that the cost of publications in 

35 official newspapers shall be made at the legal rate 
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l established by law rather than at the present three fifths of ~ 
2 that· rate. Section 5 also raises the minimum print size from 

3 five.to six point. 

4 Section 6 provides that required city publications be 

5 published at the fee established by law, not the present three 

6 fourths of that fee. 

7 Section 7 establishes that the delinquent personal property 

8 tax list may be divided for publication in different official 

9 newspapers. 

10 Section 8 increases the compensation for publication of 

11 notice regarding tax sales to five dollars for each separate 

12 description for each publication from the present one dollar. 

13 Section 9 provides that notices with respect to real 

14 property that are required to be made shall be published to 

15 contain both a legal description and a local address when that 

16 property is located in a city. 

17 Section 10 provides an enforcement mechanism for officials 

18 who fail to obey public notice requirements. In addition to 

19 the present possible misdemeanor charge, civil remedies could 

20 also be sought which would include a fine of not less than one 

21 hundred dollars nor plus costs more than five· hundr.ed dollars 

Repeated violations could lead to 22 

23 

24 

25 

and attor~ey fees. 

dismissal from office. 

Section 11 changes the Code 

Section 12 changes the fees 

definition of a newspaper. 

for legal publications and 

26 provides that those fees shall not exceed the rate of thi~ty 

27 cents for one insertion and twenty-five cents for each 

28 subsequent insertion of the same material for· each line of 

29 eight point two inch type or the equivalent or the fee- for the 

30 space cost for classified advertising charged by the 

31 newspaper, whichever fee is more. In addition, existing 

32 allowances for columnar matter are eliminated and the lowest 

33 rate is required to be charged for photographically reproduced 

34 matter which does not need to be typeset. 

35 Section 13 states that publication requirements are 

-7-
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1 satisfied when publication is made in an edition of a 

2 newspaper which serves the locality requiring the notice. The 

3 charge for publication shall be at the zoned rate. 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

-8-

LSB 7666H 71 

tj/sc/14 



-

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

lO 
ll 
12 
lJ 
l4 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

· .. 36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
45 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

EOUS£ FILE 2350 

~~end House File 2350 as follows: 
•· Page 1, by striking line 31 and inserting the 

following: 
''Sec. 4. section 445.8, subsections 2 and 3, Code 

1985, are amended". 
2. Page 2, by striking lines 7 and 8 and 

inserting the following: ''official newspaper in the 
county once-each-week-for-two-eon~ec~t±~e-week~,-the 
!e~t-of which publication shall be not more than''. 

3. Page 2, by inserting after li~e 18 the 
following: 

''3. The treasurer shall, within ten days following 
:he f~nel publication of ~~eh the notice, issue a 
distress warrant in the form as prescribed in section 
445.7. The publication of delinquent personal 
property tax lists shall include a notice that, unless 
~~eh the delinquent personal property taxes are paid 
within-ten days of the date of f±nai publication of 
the notice, a distress warrant will be issued for the 
collection thereof of the delinquent taxes.'' 

4. Page 2, by striking lines 24 and 25 and 
inserting the following: "county onee-eaeh-week-for 
two-eon~eettt±~e-week~,-the-la~t-of which publication 
is not more than two weeks before the day of sale. 
The". 

5. Page 3, by inserting after line 14 the 
following: 

"Sec. Section 446.12, Code 1985, is amended 
to read as-follows: 

446.12 CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION. 
The treasurer shall obtain a copy of the notice of 

sale, with a certificate of the its publication 
thereof, from the printer or publtsher, and file it in 
the office of the auditor, which certificate shall be 
substantially in the following form: 

I, A •••••••••• B .......... , publisher (or 
printer) of the ............... ,a newspaper printed 
and published in the county of ..•....... and state of 
Iowa, do-hereby certify that the foregoing notice and 
list were published in ~aid that newspaper once-in 
eeeh-week-for-two-eon~eetttive=week~ 7 -the-ia~t-of-wh±eh 
ptlbiieation~-wa~-made on the ..•••..... day of 
.......... ,A.D ........... , and that copies of each 
number of ~a±d the paper in which ~a±d the notice and 
list were published were delivered by carrier or 
transmitted by mail to each of the subscribers to ~aid 
the paper, according to the accustomed mode of 
business in this office. 

A • • • .. • • • • • B •••••••••• 
Signature of publisher (or printer) 

State of Iowa, ss. 
........•. County. 

The above certificate of publication was subscribed 
and sworn to before me by the above named A •....••••• 
B ........•• , who is personally known to me to be the 
identical person described ~he~ein in the certificate, 
on the ..•....••. day of ........... , A.D . ......... . .............................. 

Auditor ................ County, Iowa." 

11-')154 :oiLED FEBRUARY 24, 1986 BY PEICK of Linn J 
a:-~ ~ £~· .J/11 (1. ;_· <~_<~_'_) __________ .... __ ... _________ ......... 



HOUSE FILE 2350 
11-5168 

1 Amend the amendment, H-5154, to House File 2350 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, line 43, by striking the letters 
4 "A.D." and inserting the following: "ATBT". 
5 2. Page 1, line 44, by striking the word ''number" 
6 and inserting the following: "n~mber issue". 
7 3. Page 1, by striking lines 47 and 48 and 
8 inserting the following: "the paper7-aeeer~±n~-~o-~he 
9 aeett~~eme~-me~e-ef-btt~±ne~~~-th±~-eff±ee." 

10 4. Page 2, line 7, by striking the letters "A.D.'' 
11 and inserting the following: "ATBT". 

H-5168 FILED FEBRUARY 25, 1986 BY SPEAR of Lee 
tt~ 3/t~-(il7'f3) 

HOUSE FILE 2350 
!I-:2S6 

l Amend House File 2350 as follows: 
2 1. Page 5, by striking lines 1 through 3 and 
3 inserting the following: 
4 ''2. Has a list of subscribers or persons who have 
5 requested copies to be received during a stated 
6 ?e r iod." 

-' 2. Page 5, by striking lines 8 and 9. 

·):~~,·; : ;.r:D !vl/\!~Cli 

eX.-;- 3/~t(j-9"1-7') 
6' 19 86 BY OXLt::·~· of Ll nn 

HOL:SE FILE 2350 

l -~end House File 2350 as follows: 
2 ~- By striki~g page 3, line 22 through page 4, 
3 l~ne 22. 

2. By renumbering sections as necessary. 

!'-">270 ::'TLED ~l,RCH 7, 1986 
.~~ .>/+-1!1 74->) 

BY MUHLBAURE of Crawford 

.e 



;iOCSE FILE 2350 
ll-',2~q; 

) Arnend House File 2350 as follows: 
2 l. Page 3, line 6, by striking the word 
3 2. Page 3, line 7, by striking the word 
4 "description" and inserting the following: 
5 "de~cript~on separatelv described parcel''. 

11-··!d8 r·~ LEU MI\!~CH 10, 1986 
{?_,~.._~ C·/c .~/;-! ( J· '/<-f-V ) 

!3Y SPEAR of Lee 

HOUSE FILE 2350 

~ Arr.end House File 2350 as :ollows: 
2 Page 2, by str1king l1nes ~ and 2 a~d 

"each". 

3 :~serting the ~ollowi~g: ··s~ch The list shal: show 
4 the amount of the taxes''. 
5 2. Page 2, by scriking lines 26 and 27 and 
6 inserting the following: ''notice shall contain a 
7 description of each separate tract". 
!!-5294 fiLED Mfd\CH 10, 1986 !3Y SPEAR of Lee 

i/.d,f'5-:' ,;;;jF (p 7'<¥ I ' ,i ,-/.,_,(I ?..;-•/) .. ~v~ .......... i ;.;- /,:·(_:_._ 4 yY"';_..,_,. ,_-·c.: ., 
;~ 7('1"'' HOUSE FILE 2350 

H-5308 

( •. l Amend House File 2 350 as follows: 
· 2 l. Page 3, by striking lines 11 and 12 and 

' : · 3 inserting the following: "of sale and paid into the 
4 county treasury. ! f the taxes are paid be fore the 
5date of sale, the amourtt paid for". 
6 2. Page 3, by striking line 14 and inserting the 
7 following: "collectino the taxes." 

H-5308 fiLED ~\ARCH ll, 1986 BY SPEAR of Lee 
?'_.!!.,.,>_~ ~ /<- 3/.3 (J 1"1-T·) 

HOUSE FILE 2350 
::-5324 

1 Amend House File 2350 as follows: 
2 l. By str1kAng page 2, line 19, through page 3, 
3 lAne 2. 
4 2. Page 3, by striking lines 3 through 14. 

BY JAY of Apponoose 11-5324 FILED MliRCH 12, 1986 
U ~; .3/J (~ N¥; 

, v HOUSE FILE 2350 ' 

ll-5329 

1 

HOUSE FILE 2350 

&~end amendment H-5308 to H 
2 
3 

~-
7 

follows: ouse File 2350 as 
1 · Page 1, by strikina lines 

Ansertlng the following· - 2 through 5 and 
" 2 . 

· Page 3, by striking 1· 7 . 
following: "o!'l~-deile.. · lne and lnserting 
d~~cri~~io!'l separatel dtwo dollars for each 

- Y escrlbed parcel .. .. 
t;,-5329 FILED MARCH 13, 1986 , • 
/J~ •j. 3/f1 (-J' 7'fs) BY RENSINK of Sioux 
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110e S C f I Llc -2-3-'i·f) 
..... ~~~2) 

4 

8 

Amend Ho~se F1le 235C as folic~~= 

l. By s~r1l<..~ng everything after- :.r.e enactiJ;g clause ar.d 
1nscrting the following: _ _ 

''Sectio~ 1. Section 598.35, Cod~ i985, ~s amendec 
bv add1nc the following new subsection: 

· ~EW sGasECTION. 5. T~e parental r1ghts of the 
oarent of the child, who 1s the ch1Jd of the grandparents, 
~re terminated Pursuant to section 232.117 or a petltion 
to t~rrninate has been filed. 

1'-53/~ !'TLED MJ>.RCi! 12, 19% 
;f;',o .J/;v { j N I 

HOUSE FILE 2350 
fl-5476 

l Amend the amendment, H-5256, to House File 2350 as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page l, by striking line 7 and inserting the 
4 following: 
5 " ?age 5, by striking lines 4 through 9 and 
6 inserting the :ollcw:ng: 
7 ''3. Devotes space i~ more than one-half of its 
8 issues dcring any twelve-month period to passing 
9 events o: a political, business, educational, 

10 religious, or soc:al natcre and to current happenings, 
ll announcements, and miscellaneous matter in addition to 
12 advertising."" 

ll-,5476 fiLED ~!ARC!! 19, ~986 
J--~, .,'f.?! ( 1 9'(2) 

BY OXLEY of Linn 

HOJSE FILE 2350 

l Amend House F:le 2350 as follows: 
~ ,. l. By strik:.r:g ;:>agel, line 3~ thcough page 2, .1ne 18. 

~. 2. _Page4,_l~ne 2, by striking :he word "ten" and 
1nsert1ng tne to~lowtng: ''thirty''. 

6 . 3. Page 4, line 3, by st~iking the word "ten" and 
7 :nserttng tl-.p fol. 'ow 1·~g· u,_L.. 1·r~y" .• ~ - -.... •• • "'r: ~ • 

8 4: Page 4, l1ne 13, by striking the word ''Shall'' 
9 and 1nsert1ng the_ following: "May''. 

lO 5 
1 • : Pa~e 4, l1ne 17, by striking the word ''Shall'' 
·• and 1nser,1ng the following: ''May''. 

H.-5489 FILf:J M;\RCH 2G, 
u~L? 3;.2, (;ta-'f-9) 

" 

1986 BY O'KANE of Woodbury 



• HOUSE FILE ~ .3So 
BY COMMITTEE ON LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

{As .1\mended and Passed by the House ~larc.'1 2l, 1986) 

Passed House, 

Vote: Ayes 

Date '<'- ;.;_?,;; (( 1S19) Passed Senate, Date LS- ,-,:(.., /~_,·,) ,, 
-----'<f'-"s-'- Nays 0 Vo t e : Ayes 4~- Nays 

Approved 

A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to the publication of official public notices by 

2 defining a newspaper, by establishing fees for the publication 

3 of official notices, and by providing for enforcement of 

4 official publication requirements, and subjecting violators to 

5 penalties. 
6 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

SENATE AMENDMENT TO HOUSE FILE 2350 
H-5723 

1 Amend House File 2350 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House as follows: 
3 . l. By striking page 1, line 31 through page 2, 
4 l1ne 2. 
5 . 2. By striking page 2, line 3 through page 3, 
6 llne 3. 
7 . 3. _Title page, by striking lines 2 through 5 and 
8 lnserting_the following: "defining a newspaper and by 
9 establishing fees for the publication of official 

10 notices." 
ll 4. By r~num?ering, relettering, or redesignating 
12 and correcting Internal references as necessary. 

11-5723 fiLED APRIL 7, 1986 RECEIVED FROM THE SENATE 
~ ' I ( . I- 6.."-'--"- _r-<""""/-....::-~,.._ .. _........,_ ~II'- ,f 15 r(() 

TLSB 7666HF 7l 

tjjsc/14 



S.F. 

L Section 1. Section 349.7, s~bsection 2, Code l985, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 2. Those subscribers 7 -~e~±~eci-as-±"-s~bseet±o~-± who have 

4 Oeen subscribers at least six co~sec~tive months before the 

5 date of a0olication, whose papers are :eaularly delivered by 

6 carrier re;tlie~iy upon an c~der or s~bsc:iot:or:, or whos~ 

7 papers are purchased :rom the publisher fo~ resale and 

8 delivery by independent carriers 7 -sa~d-~nde?endent-earrier~ 

9 hevin9 who have filed with the publisher a list of their 

10 subscribers. 

ll Sec. 2. Section 349.14, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

12 follows: 

13 349.14 PUBLICATION PENDING CONTEST. 

14 After the selection by the board of supervisors of officiai 

15 newspapers, no publisher shall receive pay for publishing 

16 official proceedings until the contest is finally determined, 

17 insofar as the publisher is concerned. After determination of 

18 the contest, payment for publications made during the contest 

19 shall include interest at the rate of one-half percent per 

20 month calculated from date of publication to the date of 

21 payment, less thirty days. 

22 Sec. 3. Section 349.17, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

23 follows: 

24 349.17 COST. 

25 The cost of official publications provided for in section 

26 349.16 shall not exceed th~ee-fifths-the-iegal-fee-~rovided-by 

27 stat~te three-fourths of the fee provided in section 618.11 

28 for the publication of legal notices. No-s~eh An official 

29 publication shall not be printed in type smaller than five six 

30 point. 

;.-'t-31 Sec. 7. Section 618.1, Code 1985, lS amended by adding the 

32 following new unnumbered paragraph: 

33 NEW UNNUMBERED PARAGRAPH. All notices relating to real 

34 property required by law or ordinance to be published in a 

35 newspaper, shall contain a description of the property and a 

-1-
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7 

8 

S.F. H.F. ~3.So 

street address, if available, when the property is located 

within a city. 

Sec. 8. Section 618.2, Code 1985, is amended by striking 

the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

618.2 VIOLATION --CIVIL PENALTIES. 

l. A public official who violates section 618.1 or who 

willfully fails to make publication of notice, report of 

proceedings, or other matter as required by law, is guilty of 

9 a simple misdemeanor. 

10 2. Any aggrieved person, taxpayer, citizen of this state, 

11 the attorney general, or county attorney may seek enforcement 

12 of this chapter. Proceedings to enforce this chapter shall be 

13 brought in the district court for the county in which the 

14 violation is alleged to have occurred. Prior to initiation of 

15 a suit, the party seeking judicial enforcement of this chapter 

16 must first provide written notice to the official in question 

17 of intent to initiate suit and the grounds therefor after 

18 which the official shall have thirty days in which to comply 

19 with this chapter. Compliance within thirty days shall 

20 eliminate any right to suit created by this section. 

21 3. When a party seeking enforcement of this chapter 

22 demonstrates to the court that the official in question is 

23 subject to this chapter and has failed to make a required 

24 publication, the burden of proof is on the official to 

25 demonstrate compliance with this chapter. 

26 4. Upon a finding by a preponderance of the evidence that 

27 an official has violated any provision of this chapter, a 

28 court: 

29 a. May assess against the official damages in the amount -30 of not more than five hundred dollars nor less than one 

31 hundred dollars. These damages shall be paid to the state of 

32 Iowa. 

33 b. May order that the official pay all costs and -34 reasonable attorneys fees to any party successfully 

35 establishing a violation of this chapter. 

-2-



S.F. H.F. ~,3,5() 

1 c. May issue an injunction punishable by civil contempt 

2 ordering the official to refrain for one year from any future 

3 violations of this chapter. 

4 Sec. 9. Section 618.3, Code 1985, is amended by striking 

5 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

6 618.3 "NEWSPAPER'' DEFINED. 

7 For the purpose of establishing and giving assured 

8 circulation to all notices and reports of proceedings required 

9 by statute to be published within the state, if newspapers are 

10 required to be used, only a newspaper which meets all of the 

11 following requirements shall be designated for official 

12 publication purposes: 

13 1. Is a newspaper of general circulation issued at a 

14 regular frequency that has been published within the area and 

15 regularly mailed through the post office of entry for at least 

16 two years. 

17 2. Has a list of subscribers who have paid, or promised to 

18 pay, at more than a nominal rate, for copies to be received 

19 during a stated period. 

20 3. Devotes at least twenty-five percent of its total 

21 column space in more than one-half of its issues during any 

22 twelve-month period to information of a public character other 

23 than advertising. 

24 4. Is paid for by at least fifty percent of the persons or 

25 subscribers to whom it is distributed. 

26 Sec. 10. Section 618.11, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

27 follows: 

28 618.11 FEES FOR PUBLICATION. 

29 The compensation, when not otherwise fixed, for the 

30 publication in a newspaper of any notice, order, citation, or 

31 other publication required or allowed by law, shall not exceed 

32 twenty-six cents for one insertion, and seventeen cents for 

33 each subsequent insertion, for each line of eight-point type 

34 two inches in length, or the its equivalent the~eo~. 

35 Publication of matter which may be photographically reproduced 

-3-
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l for printing instead of typeset shall be compensated at a rate 

2 not to exceed the lowest available earned rate for any similar 

3 advertising matter. Statements of itemized financial and 
4 other like columnar matter shall be published in tabular form 

5 without additional compensation. In case of controversy or 
6 doubt regarding measurements, style, mannerL or form, the 

7 controversy ±s shall be referred to the executive council, and 

B its decision is final. 

9 Sec. 11. NEW SECTION. 618.16 ZONED EDITIONS OF SAME 

10 NEWSPAPER. 

ll 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

Publication requirements for governmental subdivisions of 

the state shall be deemed satisfied when publication is made 

in editions or zoned editions which are delivered to an area 
comprising the jurisdiction of the subdivision making the 

publication even though publication is not made in other 

editions of the same newspaper delivered to other areas of the 

state. 

-4-

HF 2350 

tj/pk/25 



HOUSE FILE 2350 

S-5485 

1 Amend House File 2350, as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House, as follows: 
3 1. By striking page 1, line 31 through page 2, 
4 line 2. 
5 2. By renumbering sections as necessary. 
S-5485 Fj.led March 27, 1986 BY LIND, FRAISE 
tJ.d-r fb("f/"Jc) 

HOUSE FILE 2350 

S-5490 
1 Amend House File 2350 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the House as fo~lows: 
3 1. By striking page 2, l4ne 3 through page 3, 
4 line 3. · · th 5 2. Title page, lines 3 and 4, by str1k1ng . ~ 
6 words "and by providing for enforcement of off1c1al 
1 publication requirements,•. 
8 3. By renumbering as necessary. 

S-5490 Filed March 27, 1986 BY CQMM. ON LOCAL GOV'T, 
rf.<Lp ...._ 4.-v- .tv <7 A. MILLER, CHAIR 

HOUSE FILE 2350 

- S-5551 

1 Amend the amendment, S-5490, to House File 2350 as 

;•. "W 

2 amended, passed and reprinted by the House as follows: 
3 . 1. . Page 1, by striking lines 5 through 7 and 
4 1nsert1ng the following: 
5 " • Title page, by striking lines 2 through 5 
6 and InSerting the following: "defining a newspaper 
7 and by establishing fees for the publication of 
8 official notices."" 
s-5551 Filed April 2, 1986 

BY LIND, A. MILLER 
{<~· 4'/'1 (J toJo) 

I 

< 



PAGE FIVE, MARCH 4, 1986 HOUSE CLIP SHEET 

HOUSE FILE 2350 
FISCAL NOTE 

REQUESTED BY REPRESENTATIVE SPEAR 

In compliance w1th a written request received February 19. 1986. a fiscal nota for HOUSE 
FILE 2350 is hereby submitted pursuant to Joint Rule . 17. Data used in developing this 
fiscal note are available from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau to members of the Leg1slature 
upon request. 

f{ouse Fiie 2350 makes several changes in the statutes pertaining to official publ1c 
not1ces These changes include: 

1. Increasing the lim1t on the cost of publishing official notices listed 1n sectton 
3~9.16 ir:Jm 3/5 to 3/4 of the fee allowed for legal notices (twenty-six cents for ltrst 
"'s.;rt1on. s~venteen cents for subsequent insertions. per two-inch column of eight-potnt 
tvpe). The minimum print size is changed from five to six point. 

2 insrBas:~g the compensation for publication of notice regarding tax sales from $1 00 to 

)2 SO for eac:1 sep<Hate description tor each publication. The ~0t1ces may be publ:shed '" 
j,rrerent otfictal ne·10spapers The cost of th1s publication may be collec!ed fro:YJ a 
!c•;.>dver v.-ho pays the laxes owed prior to the tax sale. 

3. Requ''"'g th"t no:;ces w1th respect to real property shall contain both a descrtpttcn 
of :he ~roperty and a street address. if available. when the pronerty ;s located ,n a c::v 

.!. RGQ~Jtn~g that an offic1al newspaper must engage in delivery upon order or subscr:pttcn 
o. :nore thdn a nominal rate. and defintng a subscriber as one who has subscribed for Jt 
!east six months 

5 Prov•d:ng that officials who fail to obey public notice requirements are sub1ect !0 

pcss,ole ftnes bet,·.-een S 100 and 5500. in addition to the present posstble mtscem.euncr 
c/~(Srge 

FISCt-L EFFECT The fiscal effect of this bill is difficult to determine because data on 
the co"~:•e,· costs of publication is not centrali~ed. The largest effect a;:>,:ears to 
reiJtC to tne increase in cost of publish1ng tax sale notices. Based upon a re:ep!1;:>ne 
~urvey c1 vt;ic:als in several counties, tha amount currently spent on pub!is:,ing ~ax ~.11e 

n::: ~·":; vJr:es be: .v~en S 1.400 and S2.300 (Polk County spends 552.000) The to::li 
-ii:!~-·;;1::e ;nc~~r.sed expen~i!ure is estimated to be approxi~ate!y S350.GOO, a r>o-~::on ~"')f 

:f)IS i;·.~ . .r0~s~c eY~er.se coufd be recovered from taxpayers who pay the1r taxes prier :o :J>. 

sa'es ::Jr ,.,.,o purchase the property at a tax sale. 

~r.e chilnge in the amount that can be charged for official notices w1il increase costs to 
:he cocr.t;es approXImately four cents per two-inch column line The number of l1nos 
published varies by county and from year to year. This prov1sion w1il result 1n increased 
exp~nse to the count1es. but the amount cannot be determined. 

It is poss:bla that mak1ng otftcials subJeCt to fines for not obey1ng public notice 
:eqctroments coc..Cl 1ncrease insurance prem1um costs. These costs cannot be presently be 
::alcu:a:ad The ottier provisions of th1s bill are estimated to have only minor f1scal 
etfe::ts that cannot be estimatect 

SoCJrca· Survey of County Treasurers. League of Iowa Municipalities (LSB 7666H. JMN) 

PILZ~ ~ARCH 3, 1986 BY DENNIS PROCTY, FISCAL DIREC~OR 



PAGE ~INE, MARCH 14, 1986 HOUSE CLI? SHEET 

HOUSE FILE 2350 
FISCAL NOTE 

REVISED 
R!-:Qt:CSTF:D BY RF.l'RESl \''l'i\TIVE SPCAR ____:.:______ _______________________ -
In compliance with a wr,tten request rece,ved March 13. 1986, a fiscal note for HOUSE 
FILE 2350 - REVISED IS hereby subm1tted r:ursuant to Joint Rule 17. Data used in 
developing th1s fiscal note are available from ·ne Legislat1ve Fiscal Bureau to members of 
the Legislature upon request. 

House File 2350 makes several changes m the statures perta1ning to official public 
notices. These changes InClude 

1. Increasing the limit on the cost of publishing official not,ces l1sted in section 
349.16 from 3/5 to 3/4 of the fee allowed for legal not1ces (twen:y-s"' cents for first 
insert1on. seventeen cents for subsequent mser11ons. per two-inch column of eight-point 
type) The min11num pnnt sile is changed from five to six po1nt. 

2. lncceasing the co1nroensation for publication of notice regard1ng tax sa<es from S l.OO to 
52.50 for each separate description for each publ,cation. The n0t1ces may be published in 
d1fferent offic1al news~apers. The cost of th1s publication may be collected from a 
taxpayer who pays the taxes owed pnor to the tax sale. 

3. Requlfing that notices with respect to real property shall contain both a c1escript,on 
of the property and a street address. 1f avai!ahle. when the property is located m a c1ty 

4 ReQUiring that an otlicial ne·.vs~aper must engage in delivery upon order or subscription 
at more than a nominal rate. and defin;ng a s~bscriber as one who has subscribed for at 
lee.st six months. 

5. Prov,ding that ottic1als who fail to obey public notice requirements are subJeCt to 
poss;ble fines between $100 and $500. in addition to the present poss1ble misdemeanor 
charge. 

FISCAL EFFECT: Tile fiscal effect of thiS bill is d1ff1cult to determ1ne because data on 
the counties' costs of publication is not centrali~ed. The largest effect appears to 
relate to the increase in cost of publ1shing tax sale notices. Based upon a telephone 
survey of offiCials in several counties. the amount currently spent on publish:ng tax sale 
notices in most counties vanes between S 1.400 and $2.300. In FY 1985 Polk County spent 
$25,141. Because of a recent Attorney-General's op1n1on and the economy, the Polk county 
treasurer estimates that in future years the county will pay more than tw1ce this amount. 
The total state-wide increased expend1ture IS est1mated to be appro,imately 5350.000. most 
of this 1ncreased expense could be recovered from taxpayers who pay their taxes pnor to 
tax sales or who purchase the property at a tax sale. 

The change in the amount that can be charged for official notices will increase costs to 
the count1es approximately four cents per two-1nch column line. The number of lines 
published varies by county and from year to year. This provision will result in increased 
expense to the counties. but the amount cannot be determ1ned. 

It is possible that making off1c:als subject to fines for not obeying pubiic not1ce 
requlfcments could increase insurance premium costs Theso costs cannot be presently 
accurately estimated. The o:her prov1sions of this bill are e. tilna:ed to have cnly minor 
f1sca1 effects that cannot be estimated. 

Source Surv~y of County r,easurers, League of iowa Municlpalo!IG() (LStl 766.f;}:l !:·~n:tJJ) 
), l986 BY DENNIS PROUTY, FTSC'IL :)It<EC';'GR 



HOtiSE f"IL~ l.1~U 

AN ACT 

Rt::,,\'1'1:\:; TO "THE YUELICATION OF Off'"lCIAL PUBLIC N'OTICF.S A'l Of:­

f!NING A Nl::HS?APE:R AND B't' F.STASLISHING fF.F.S FOR THE PUBU­

CATIO~ or Oi"f!CJ,\L NOTICF.S. 

BE Ir ENACT!:D BY THE G~:t-H:AA!. ASSE"MBL'l OF Tt!E: s·rATF. 0::' IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 349.7, subsection ?, Code 198S, ls 

~mended to read as follovs: 

2. 'l'hose subscribers-7-defi~~d-a~-in-~ah~~etio~-i who h~~e 

~_e_e.~ $\lbscc i_b_P.~-~--~-~ .. . ~.e.~~..:'>.~_§>j_x .. ~::..or:t_J?e~u.~! ~e rr.ont_!'~s b_e_f:..C?:!:.~ the 

date oL..!2P_!_!_~-~i:.~!!· whose papers .a:-o: .~:~ularly delivered Oy 

Ci!U ier r~lj,i~t<:r upon an order or ~~£:~cr_!_£tio~, or ~hO!!,!!: 

E._~p_e_~§ __ a_£~ purchased from the publLsher for resale and 

d~livery by independent carriers7-~aid-i~depeMd~nt-e~~~ie~~ 

h.1•:nq ~_l)g __ 0_<~Y.~~ filt~d .,..it:1 th~ publisher •l list of their 

s•Jb-sct·ibers. 

S~c. 2. Section 349.14, Cede 1985, is amended to read as 

to! lows: 

.149. 14 PURf~ICATION ?~NOING CONTEST-

Aft:o:r ttle 51~1.-:!ction by the board of supervuwrs of officiclt 

nr:wspapt~rs, no publisher sh,\11 1·ecPive pay for publis~linq 

official proceedings until the contest is findlly deterMined, 

in:>o[ar as the pu~lisher is conr.~t·ned. A~_l_'?_~ __ ,?_~_ter8ination -~ 

!·.h~. conte::s: ,____p.:;."("'E!nt for oublicati;:,ns :nade _du~i!'lg_the c~~t'?s~ 

:~u~_l __ i=-•~..!.!!~~ in~ .. erPs_t_ il.~·--~~~~---r'>.t.e of o_nP.·-;,~llf p_ecs:~.r::-~-.2..~!. 

!!!:":!.'~!!._.~:.llo::_:Jl~"lted from d.l~?. .<?f p~bllcar.ion to tl~t> d~t:_~~!­

P<~i'."'en~_,__!_f:~•s. t :•i.t ·~y Gay;;= 

Sec :;_ Sr:c:tion 349.17. Code 1J8~,. 1~; <H<IE!mlE!d t,, rl:' .. ld a~~ 

~olio"'!:·: 

H9.1'1 ":OST. 

'fh(< C(JSt ot :;~:icird p .. bilcations provld·~U for i:"l ~t!ct.~\:1". 

~~S-16 Shd_l nc: ~xce~J ~~re~-f~fth~ ·the··;eqa~ f~e··pro~~~ed-~! 

''":'~t-;~~ .:_:_:_:~~.:~-::,rt_!~:~ -:->f _;_2e ___ ~t!e _ _E_r~::_vi·.l~!? 1r~ :~Pction (,J8.~1 

' n·~ ?··:·t.c.J-. ~Jr: O:'( !-!::;;_ '"l<:·t.~ce~~- N~·~t~c~ .a.:, ,)t::ici<tl 

- -
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publio::.:.ti.o:"' t.r .. ;:d! cot:_ be- pnr~tt?:<> 1:: type ~~.-n<1ller thcl!l fi:·:~ s1x 

;-oint:. 

Sec. 4. Sect~cJn 6l8.J, Cc•Je 1985, is d~endcd by 3tr1king 

the section dnd 1ns~rting in lieu th~reof thP follovinq: 

618.1 "NE:WSPAPEH" DEFINED. 

for thP.> pr1rpo:;e ot establishing and giving dssured 

circulation to all notic~s and re-ports of proceedings requireti 

by !ltatute to be ?ublish~d w:t:hin the state, if nc ... ·sy.;lpers .ue 

required to bP. used, only a ne·.,.sp.:;.per wh1ch :nPets ,111 of the 

follo·.,.ing requirements shall b~ des.iqn,lterl fo:· official 

publi~ation purposes: 

1. Is d news~p!H' of genet·al ci.rc~..:lat~on issued at a 

regul.H frequency that h.as been publ iahod within the .HE'd and 

rcqularly mailed th:ough t:he post office of l!ntry for at least 

two years. 

2. Uas a list of subscribers who have paid, or promised to 

pay, c1t m.ore than <1 nc:nin.al r.ate, for copic~ t.:'l be rf!ceived 

Curing a stated period. 

3. Devote~ at l@ast twenty-five p~rcent of its total 

column space in more than Cltl~-half cf tt5 issues durinq any 

t\oiPlve-mnnth period to information of .1 public char<tcte-r other 

th.Hl aJvertlSill'-l· 

4. !s paid f(>l by at least fifty percent of thP persons or 

subscribers to whom it is dlstrib<Jted. 

Sec. S. Section 611Lll, CcdP. 19H'.i, is arr.ended to read as 

follows: 

618.11 FE~S fOR PU3LICATION. 

'l'he compcn!;dt!.o)n, wt':~n not: ot:hf.'rWi$0: fixed, fo: th~ 

IlUbli~atio~ in a ~~wspapcr c( any noticE!. order, cita~i.on, or 

Ql:tler publ.~:.ltlOn req~.;:red 01 .~llo'-'ed by 1a·..-, ahal1 not. E!xceea 

twenty·- six ce.,o;:s for one i.:u;~rt i<)n, .Htd se•Jenteen ~e:'lt5 for 

·~.:.~ch :>uOs.cqut'i'\1:: insertion, for l'Cid~ l'.ne :)f l!lght-point typE! 

~wo ir;cheG i:1 iet~qth. or the .t:.s. ~q.!i'Jcl:~nt t-!\e~e.,t. 

!,_t:~~.!_~:~ t irxl_ IJ1 m~t ~(·r. ·o~t: i_I~!~L~2!.~0tOq!~~i-~:~~y- ~~:'2r~d•.;£~d 

f_~·-J?.:. ~-~ ~-~-~~9 .. '.,~_t_eil~ .. ~:.......!:.YP~ ... :.t>~ ~;i~.l ~: b~ ::1l:np~r. :-_.1 ty,:~ :·!~.a-~.~ 

~"::?!:. __ :~~_yxct~':.~~ .!!!~~---~-q:~~~t _!~_,!llalole_..!_~_~r-~-~·~f-~!.':.:.J?~ ·''"''! :~~-~~ ~:'-' 

~-~~.':.~_,: t:. ~-~.:..~~ ,,~ t ~ 'l.! 5~-~~-~rren~ ,Jf .:._1.'<-l_l>:!l~_.fin_,!r;c:,~.~-·~r.d 

:.::.~~!_:_: __ .::....: :5- -~~ \: •; ~ ~_!'l_n_,!...!._ .'11 i!. _: _t:.:> l . _ :;_f~-'1- ~. ~ __ ;;(' ~'II!:._:_.....:!..!~~ o1 ;, ,:_~-~ .:._::_ { -.) ~ ,,. 
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without additional comoensation. In case of controversy or 

doubt regarding measurements, style, manner~ or form, the 

controversy i~ shall be referred to the executive council, and 

its decision is final. 

Sec. 6. NEW SECTION. 618.16 ZONED EDITIONS OF S~~E 

NEWSPAPER. 

Publication requirements for governmental subdivisions of 

the state shall be deemed satisfied when publication is made 

in editions or zoned editions which are delivered to an area 

comprising the jurisdiction of the subdivision making the 

publication even though publication is not made in other 

editions of the same newspaper delivered to other areas of the 
state. 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House and 

1s kr.own as House File 2350, Seventy-first General Assembly. 

JOSEPH O'HERN 

Approved )U~ (., 
Chief Clerk of the House 
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