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A BIU FOR 

1 An Act relating to mechanic's liens. 

2 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 &~end Hcuse Fi:~ 2287 as pa!sed by the Bouse as 
2 follows: 
3 1-. Page 1, by striking lines 12 through 21 and 
4 ~r.serting the follo~ing: "section.app!ies to any 
5 :necl~anic' s :Uen ner!ected under th1s chaeter tha! has 
6 not been discharged as of the eff@cttve Oate o! th1s 
7 Act as ...,ell as an :nechanJ.c's llen fllec on or after 
8 the e tective ~!ate o ':hLa Act. ·• 
9 2. Title page, by str1k1nq line 1 and inserti~g 

10 the following: 
ll ~An Ac~ permitti~q the posting of a bond to 
12 discharge a mechanic's lien and providing for an 
13 ef!ective date.n 
14 3. Rer.umber as necessary. 
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1 ~~e~d House File 2287 as passed by the House as 
2 fol:.ows: 
3 l. _Pagel, by st~iking line~ 12 through 2l and 
4 ir.sert~n~ th~ follow1ng: "sectlon aeplies to any 
5 ~ecnan1c s l:en perfected ur.det th1s chaoter t~at has 
6 not oeen d:sc~ar ed as of the effectlve date ot thls 
7 Act as well as any ~echanic's l1en f1le on or after 
8 t~e e!!ec~1ve date of thls Act." 
9 · z. ·rale page, by str1k1nq line 1 and inserting 

10 the follow1ng: "An Act permlttinq the post1ng of a 
:l ~ond to discharge a mechanic's lien and providing for 
1.2 an ef!ectlV~ date." 
13 3. Renumber as r.@cessary. 

li-~283 ?!L!::::> :-~RCH .:0, 1986 RECEIVE::> FRO:·! THE SE:-~A;E 
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S.F. H.F. ~-~_2_] 

l Section 1. Section 572.15, Code 1985, is amended to read 

2 as foliows: 

3 S72.l? DISCHARGE OF 5oB€6NPRA€P6RLS MECHANIC'S LIEN. 

4 Eve~y ~mechanic's iien of-a-~ttbeontraetor may be 

5 discharged at any time by the owner, principal contractor, or 

6 intermediate subcontractor filing with the clerk of the 

7 district court of the county in which the property is located 

8 a bond in twice the amount of the sum for which the claim for 

9 the lien is filed, with surety or sureties, 

10 ~aid the clerk, conditioned for the payment 

to be approved by 

of 

ll which the claimanc may obtain judgment upon the 

any sum for 

claim. This 

'12 section applies retroactively to any mechanic's lien perfected 

13 under this chapter as of the effective date of this Act. 

14 Sec. 2. Section 572.32, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 572.32 ATTORNEY FEES. 

17 In a court action to ePforce a mechanic's lien, if the 

lB plainr1Ef furnished labor or materials directly to the 

19 defendant, the p:air.tcff, if successful, shall be awarded 

20 reasonable attorney fees. IE _:he_..P].ain~iff is unsuccessful, 

21 th~~efe:1dant sh<':: b• 3~2.rdec ~eay_onable attorney fees. 

22 Sec. 3. This _;cc, t<" .g dee ... ,;; of immediate importance, 

23 takes effect from and after its ~~blication in the Jasper 

24 County Tribune, a newspaper published in Colfax, Iowa, and in 

25 The Cedar Valley Times, a newspaper published in Vinton, Iowa. 

26 EXPLANATION 

27 This bill modlfies chapter 572 regarding mechanic's liens. 

28 It provides that any mechanic's lien may be discharged by 

29 posting a bond with a s~retv in twice the amount of the claim. 

-'J Currer:: law permi ::> :.-.~s prccc-c~.:~e only for discharge of a 

)l mechanic's lien of 2 suoc0~t~~2:or. It also provides tha~ an 

32 unsuccessf~l pla~:·-l. 

33 ce ordered to ~c 

34 Curren·:y o~:i :. 5 .. : '-

a: action on a mechanic's lien shall 

~ .. lda;:t reasonable attorney fees. 

c~ .. :~~ntiff is entitled to fees. 
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HOUSE l'ILF. 'l2B"! 

AN ACT 

Pf.R!-IIT'I'ING THE POSTING OF' A BOND TO DISC!~~\RGE A MECHANIC'S 

LIEN AND PROVIDING FOrt AN I:fn:CTIVE DATE:. 

Bl: IT ENACTED 31' 1'HE GENERAL ASSEMBLY Of ':"Hf. STATE OP IO'ti'A: 

Section 1. Section 572.15. Code 1985, is a~ended to read 

• • 
E::.JSC t'ilc 2287, p l 

Co·J:lty 1'ribur.(•, <1 r-:-· • .-s;_:>;!;.~r pi;:JI~sher.: 1n Colf.:1x, I0wa, and~~ 

T:H~ Ced.l: '/a!~ey1'.::.es, c-. ~e~·'·?dP•~r p,.Qlisho:d in V1r.t.on, Io•.:. 

--·- ·- -- ·- - --·- ---· 
DONALD 0. AV~NSON 

Speake-: of tht! HousP 

--·--·--· ----·---
ROBERT 7. ANDERSON 

?resident of the Senate 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the House a~d 
as follows: is known as House F:lc 2187, Seventy-first General Assembly. 

572.15 DISCHAPGE Of S~BEeNTRA€,eR~s MECI~\~lC'S LIEN. 
E•ery !': m~chanic' s lit:n of-e-!ntbecntraet::-cr may b(> 

Cischarged at any tilt'e by the owner, principal contractor, or 
intermediatP subcontractor filing ~ith the clerk of the 

district court of the county in which the propPrty is located 
a bond in t~ice the a~ount of the sum for ~hicn the claim fo1 

the lien is filed, with sureti' or sureties, to be apprC>ved by 

~aid the clerk, conditioned for the payment of any sun for 

w:,ich the claimant may oOtain judgment upon the claim. Thi_~ 

_!~ctioi} __ ~H.~J.es to a~y- nech"!.nic's. !.!...£._n __ .Eerf~_c~~-1Jder . .!.!'.!~ 
chapt~~- tha~_ has not __ beer: d ~ _scha.E.9.':cl .a~ __ o! _ ~~l~....£!.!._~ct i v.£....Pi~-.!:...£ 

~.L.!t'is Ac.~~--~~.1.1 .. ~ .. s an_y ~echC!n_i._<:....:_s _!..!..£.!~. f !.!...!!.£ on o~: __ af~~.£ 
.~hL~ .~..f.!~l.ive d§lt~.e ~-f~i~ _Act, 

Sec. J. This Act, bein9 deer:1cd o{ inrnedi-'lte importance, 
:akes effect fro~ and aftt:r 1lS publlcalion in tt1e Jaap~~ 

Approved ~/j', 
TERRY F.. DRANSTAD 
Governor 

JOSEPH O'HE:RN 

Chief Clerk of the House 
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