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1 An Act relating to criminal offenses committed against or with 

2 children and to court testimony by children. 

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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1 Amend House File 2239 as follows: 
2 ~· BPage 1, by striking lines 1 through 7. 

• y renumbering as necessary, 3 
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S.F . H.F • .).:J..39 

. ~,.~>l Section 1. Section 709.8, unnumbered paragraph 1, Code 

2 Supplement 1985, is amended to read as follows: 

3 It is unlawful for any person e~ghtee~-years-of-a9e-or 

4 older to perform any of the following acts with a child with 

5 or without the child's consent unless the person and child are 

6 married to each other, for the purpose of arousing or 

7 satisfying the sexual desires of either of them: 

8 Sec. 2. Section 726.2, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 726.2 INCEST. 

ll A person, except a child as defined in section 702.5, who 

12 has-se~~at-~~tereoarse performs a sex act with another whom 

13 the person knows to be related to the person, either 

14 legitimately or illegitimately, as an ancestor, descendant, 

15 brother or sister of the whole or half blood, aunt, uncle, 

16 niece, or nephew, commits incest. Incest is a class "D" 

17 felony. 

18 Sec. 3. Section 910A.3, Code Supplement 1985, is amended 

19 by adding the following new subsection: 

20 NEW SUBSECTION. 4. A court may, upon its own motion or 

21 upon the motion of a party, order the court testimony of a 

22 child to be limited in duration in accordance with the 

23 developmental maturity of the child. The court may consider 

24 or hear expert testimony in order to determine the appropriate 

25 limitation on the duration of a child's testimony. However, 

26 the court shall, upon motion, limit the duration of a child's 

27 uninterrupted testimony to one hour, at which time the court 

28 shall allow the child to rest before continuing to testify. 

29 EXPLANATION 

30 Section 1 of this bill removes the age restriction ap-

31 plicable to a perpetrator of lascivious acts with a child and 

32 provides that a person under 18 years of age could be charged 

33 with the crime or adjudicated as delinquent for the commission 

34 of the offense. 

35 Section 2 expands the definition of the crime of incest to 
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S.F. H.F. ~~39 

include, in addition to sexual intercourse, a sex act as 

defined in section 702.17. 
Section 3 authorizes a court to limit the court testimony 

of a child according to the child's developmental maturity and 

requires the court to limit such uninterrupted testimony to 

one hour. 
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S.F. 

~ 1 Section 1. Section 726.2, Code 1985, is amended to read as 
2 follows: 
3, 726.2 INCEST. 
4 A person, except a. child .·as defined in section 702.5, who ... ·. . 
S. nes-~ext2a%-i:ntereottrseperforms a sex, act with. another whom 
6 the person knows· to:be,·r:e:.tated .to the person, either 
7 legitimately or illegitima:tely, ·as <in ancestor, .. descendant, 
8 brother or sister·of the whole or· half blood, aunt, uncle, 
9 niece, or. nephew, commits incest. Incest is a class "D" 

10 felony. 
-u 
12 by 

13 

Sec. 2. Section.910A.3;>Code Supplement 1985, is amended 
adding the following new subsection: 
NEW SUBSECTION. 4. A court may, upon its own motion or 

14 upon the motion of.a part~, order the court testimony of a 

15 child to be limited in duration in accordance with the 
16 developmentalmaturity of the child. The court.may consider 
17 or hear expert testimony in order to determine the appropriate 
18 limitation on the duration of a.child's testimony. However, 
19 the court shall, upon motion, limit the duration of a child's 
20 uninterrupted testimony to·one hour, at which time the court 
21 shall allow .the child to rest before continuing to testify. 
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HOUSK F'li,F. 2239 

AN ACT 

RELATING 'i'O CRIMINAL OtfENSf.S COMMITTED ,\GAINST OR WI1'H CHIL­

DREN ~~0 TO COURT :£STIMONY BY CHILDREN. 

BE IT' EN.\CTEO BY THE GENERAL ASSF.HBLY Ol' THE STATE OP IO'NA: 

Section l. Secti.•>r. 726.2, Code 1985, is amended to read as 

nouse file 12.19, p. 2 

uninterrupted testimony to one hour. at which time the court 

shall allo~ the child ~o rest befcre continuing to testify. 

OONAI,O 0. AVf.NSON 

Speaker of the House 

- ------ ----- ------ --
ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

follo~s: 1 hereby certify thdt this bill originated in the House and 
'!26. 2 INCEST'. 

A person, except a child as defined in section 702.5, ~o~ho 
he3-~ex~ei-i~te~eoar3e ~rforms ~~~ with another whom 
the person knows to be related to the person, either 

leqi.tima:ely or i.lleg~timately, as an ancestor, descendant, 

brother or sister of the ~hole or half blood, aunt, uncle, 
niece, o: nephe~, com.:: its incest. Incest is a class '"D'' 

felony. 

Sec. 2. Section 9:0A.J, Co~e Supplement 1985, is amer'!ded 
by addir.g the followi~g new subsection: 

~~~3SECTION. 4. A court may, upon its own motion or 
upon the ~otion of a ?arty, order the court testimony of a 
child to ~e limited i-: duration in accordance with the 

developtr.e:ltal maturi~j' of the child. The court m.ay consider 

or hear ~~pert testimc~y in order to determine the appropriate 

lin1tatic~ on the dura~ion of a child's testimony. However, 

the cou;~ shall, upon ~otion, limit the duration of a child's 

is kno~o~n as House File 2239, Seventy-first: General Assembly. 

Approved ~~-' 
TERRY E. BRANSTAO 
Governor 

1986 

JOSEPH O'HERN 

Chief Clerk of the House 
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