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A BILL FOR 

Act relating to the suspension of motor vehicle licenses for 

the failure to pay a fine, penalty, surcharge, or court cost. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.210A, Code Supplement 1985, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 321.210A SUSPENSION FOR FAILURE TO PAY FINE, PENALTY, 

4 SURCHARGE, OR COURT COSTS. 

5 The department shall suspend the motor vehicle license of a 

6 person who, upon conviction of violating a law regulating the 

7 operation of a motor vehicle, has failed to pay the criminal 

8 fine or penalty, surcharge, or court costs, as follows: 

9 1. Upon the failure of a person to timely pay the fine, 

10 penalty, surcharge, or court costs the clerk of the district 

11 court shall notify the person by regular mail that if the 

12 fine, penalty, surcharge, or court costs remain unpaid after 

13 sixty days from the date of mailing, the clerk will notify the 

14 department of the failure for purposes of instituting 

15 suspension procedures. 

16 2. Upon the failure of a person to pay the fine, penalty, 

17 surcharge, or court costs within sixty days o£-~~eei~in9 

18 notice £~om ~ the clerk of the district court as provided in 

19 subsection 1, the clerk shall report the failure to the 

20 department. 

21 3. Upon receipt of a report of a failure to pay the fine, 

22 penalty, surcharge, or court costs from the clerk of the 

23 district court, the department shall in accordance with its 

24 rules, suspend the person's motor vehicle license until the 

25 fine, penalty, surcharge~ or court costs are paid, unless the 

26 person proves to the satisfaction of the eie~k-and-the 

27 department that the person cannot pay the fine, penalty, 

28 surcharge, or court costs. 

29 EXPLANATION 

30 This bill sets out the type of notice which the clerk of 

31 court provides prior to department of transportation beginnir.g 

32 suspension processes. The bill also removes the clerk of 

33 court from the adjudicatory process of determining a person's 

34 ability to pay a fine, penalty, surcharge, or court costs. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 32l.2lOA, Code Supplement 1985, is 

2 amended to read as follows: 

3 32l.210A SUSPENSION FOR FAILURE TO PAY FINE, PENALTY, 

4 SURCHARGE, OR COURT COSTS. 

5 The department shall suspend the motor vehicle license of a 

6 person who, upon conviction of violating a law regulating the 

7 operation of a motor vehicle, has failed to pay the criminal 

8 fine or penalty, surcharge, or court costs, as follows: 

9 1. Upon the failure of a person to timely pay the fine, 

10 penalty, surcharge, or court costs the clerk of the district 

ll court shall notify the person by regular mail that if the 

12 fine, penalty, surcharge, or court costs remain unpaid after 

13 sixty days from the date of mailing, the clerk will notify the 

14 depar:ment of the failure for purposes of instituting 

15 suspension procedures. 

16 2. Upon the failure of a person to pay the fine, penalty, 

17 surcharge, or court costs within sixty days o£-reee~¥~"~ 

18 notice from £y the clerk of the district court as provided 1n 

19 subsection l, the clerk shall report the failure to the 

20 department. 

21 3. Upon receipt of a report of a failure to pay the fine, 

22 penalty, surcharge, or court costs from the clerk of the 

23 district court, the department shall in accordance with its 

24 rules, suspend the person's motor vehicle license until the 

25 fine, penalty, surcharge, or court costs are paid, unless the 

26 person proves to the satisfaction of the eierk-end-the 

27 department that the person cannot pay the fine, penalty, 

28 surcharge, or court costs. 

29 EXPLANATION 

30 This bill sets out the type of notice which the clerk of 

31 court provides prior to department of transportation beginning 

32 suspension processes. The bill also removes the clerk of 

33 court from the adjudicatory process of determining a person's 

34 ability to pay a fine, penalty, surcharge, or court costs. 
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!!OUSt. flU: 1068 

AN ACT 

Rl:l.,\1'ING 1'0 Tllf. S:JSP<.N5:0:-t Of ~O'!'OR Vt:HICt.£ LICENSf.S fOR Tit;: 

FAI!.URr. TQ PAY,\ fl\..;f., PFNP.LTY, St;RCHARGL, OR COURT COS7. 

8!: I't !:NACTl:O 8\' tHE G£~I:~AL ASSF'.MflLY Or Tilt STJ.Tr. Ot" IQ',.,'A: 

Section 1. Section J21.210A, Cede Supplement 1585, is 

amendP.d to read as tollows: 

321.110,\ SUSPENSIOt." rOR l'AILUR£ TO PAY fiN£, PE~ALTY, 

SU~CI{AAGt, OR COURT COSTS. 

T~~ d~p4ctMent ~hall suspend the motor vehicle license of a 

person who, upon conviction of ~o·iolatinq a lav regl!l.atinq the 

op~rat ion of a motoc ver.icle, has fai ted to pay the cr ir.1nal 

fine or penalty, s~ccharge, oc court costs, as follows: 

l. Upon the failure ot a person to timely pay the fin~. 

penalty, surcharqe, or court costs the clerk of the district 

court shall notify the person ~~~g~lar mail that it the 

fine. penalty, surcharqe, or court costs ce~ain unpaid after 

sixty Cays f.~£.ill.~-he date of.'!l<;lL~ ... !..!!.S> the clerk wi~l notify the 
department of the failure tor purposes of instituting 

suspension procedures. 
2. Upon the failurl" of a person to pay tt\e fine, pen.1lty, 

surcharge, or court costs w.ithin sixty days of-~~eetwt"~ 

notice E~o~ ~X th~ clerk of the district court as provided in 

subsection l, the clerk shall report thl" failure to the 

department. 
l. U~n receipt of a report of a failure to pay tt'.e flne, 

penalty, surcharge. or c~urt co~ts from the clerk of the 

district court, t~e depdrtment shall in accordance with its 

rules. suspend th~· pcr"!<o:-.·s motor vehiclc licen:se until the 

flne, penalty, surchar~c~ or court costs are paid, u~l~s~ th• 

- -
Eu~5l' i""1le lOf.A, p. l 

pe:~o~ pro~e~ to t~~ ~a::sf~c·t ... o~ of tlo~ eterk-hnd-t~~ 

dep<'lrtrnent · .. hat the ycr:><>r. c3nn:>t ?<lY tt;e fi.ne. p~~~1lty, 

surc":"large. or court C03~.~. 

DC¥At.D 0. ;,VI:NSON 

Speaker of the Hou:1e 

ROB~Rt T. ANDI:RSON 
President of the Senate 

I hereby certify thAt this bill ori9inated in the House and 

LS known as Eouse File 2068, Seventy-first Gene~al Assembly. 

A"p'oved~j£. 1986 

------------
TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governor 

JOSEPH O'EI:RN 
Cnie! Clerk of tne House 

:I: 
~ 
~ 
"' 00 


