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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act requiring director districts of certain school dis-

2 tricts to be redistricted following each federal decennial 

3 census as necessary to reflect population changes within 

4 the districts. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEY~LY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

6 

SENATE FILE 485 
S-3281 
1 Amend Senate File 485 as follows: 
2 I. Page 1, line 16, by inserting after the word 
3 "not" the following: "earlier than November 15 of 
4 the year immediately following the year in which the 
5 federal decennial census is taken nor". 
6 2. Page 2, by striking lines 13 through 17 and 
7 inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
8 "Sec. . In order to allow for the implementation 
9 of section-275.23A created under this Act, the school 

10 boards for school districts which do not comply with 
11 section 275.23A, subsection 1 shall adopt a resolution 
12 redrawing the school's director districts not later 
13 than May 30 of the year following the year in which 
14 this Act takes effect. 11 

15 3. Renumber as necessary. 

BY DOUG RITSE:-!A 

, .. 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 275.23A REDISTRICTING FOLLOWING 
2 FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

3 1. School districts which have directors who represent 
4 director districts as provided in section 275.12, subsection 

5 2, paragraphs b through e, shall be divided into director 

6 districts on the basis of population as determined from the 

7 most recent federal decennial census. The director districts 
8 shall be as nearly equal as practicable to the ideal population 
9 for the districts as determined by dividing the number of 

10 director districts to be established into the population of 

11 the school district. The director districts shall be composed 
12 of contiguous territory as compact as practicable. 

13 2. If following a federal decennial census a school 
14 district fails to meet population equality requirements, the 

15 board of directors of the school district shall adopt a 
·16 resolution redrawing the director districts not later than 
17 May 30 of the second year immediately following the year in 

18 which the federal decennial census is taken. A copy of the 
19 adopted plan shall be filed with the area education agency 

20 administrator of the area education agency in which the 

21 greatest number of the school's electors reside. 

22 3. The school board shall notify the state commissioner 

23 of elections and the county commissioner of elections of each 
24 county in which a portion of the school district is located 
25 whenever the boundaries of director districts are changed. 

26 The board shall provide the commissioners with maps showing 
27 the new boundaries. If, following a federal decennial census 

28 a school district elects not to redraw director districts 
29 under this section, the school board shall so certify to the 

30 state commissioner of elections. and the school board shall 

31 also certify to the state commissioner the populations of 

32 the retained director districts as determined under the latest 

33 federal decennial census. Upon failure of a district board 

34 to make the required changes by the dates established under 
35 this section. the state commissioner of elections shall make 
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1 or cause to be made the necessary changes as soon as possible, 

2 and shall assess any expenses incurred to the school district. 

3 The state commissioner may request the services of personnel 

4 of and materials available to the legislative service bureau 

5 to assist the commissioner In making any required boundary 
6 changes. 

7 4. 

8 July 1 

The boundary changes under this section take effect 

following their adoption for the next regular school 
9 election. 

10 5. Section 275.9 and sections 275.14 through 275.23 do 

11 not apply to changes in director district boundaries made 
12 under this section. 

13 Sec. 2. Section 275.23A created in this Act applies to 

14 school director districts following the 1990 federal decennial 

15 census. However, a school board may redraw director districts 

16 in compliance with section 275.23A based on the 1980 federal 

17 decennial census if it so desires. 

18 EXPLANATION 

19 This bill requires certain school districts which have 

20 director districts to have director districts which are as 
21 nearly equal as practicable to the ideal district population 

22 and are composed of contiguous territory which is as compact 

23 as practicable. If following a federal decennial census the 

24 director districts of a school district are not as equal in 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

population as practicable, the applicable school district 

has until May 30 of the year following the year in which the 

census was taken to adopt new districts which take effect 

for the next regular school election. Copies of the plans 

adopted are filed with the state commissioner of elections, 

and with the applicable area education agencies and county 
31 commissioners of elections. School districts whose director 

32 districts have remained substantially equal in population 

33 shall certify the populations of the districts to the state 

34 commissioner of elections. Director districts which do not 

35 meet the requirements of this bill shall be changed or shall 
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1 be caused to be changed by the state commissioner of elections. 

2 School districts which do not have director districts in 

3 accordance with section 275.12, subsection 2, paragraphs b 

4 through e are not affected by this bill. 

5 The bill applies to director districts following the 1990 

6 census. However a school district may elect to redraw director 

7 district lines to provide for population equality based on 

8 the 1980 census. 
9 This bill creates and internally cites section 275.23A. 

10 The bill takes effect July 1 following its enactment. 

11 
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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act requiring director districts of certain school dis-

2 tricts to be redistricted following each federal decennial 

3 census as necessary to reflect population changes within 

4 the districts. 

5 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEHBLY OF THE STATE OF Io\~A: 
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1 Section 1. NEW SECTION. 275.23A REDIS~RICTINr, FOLLOWING 

2 FEDERAL DECENNIAL CENSUS. 

3 1. SchooL districts which have directors who represent 

4 director districts as provided in section 275.12, subsection 

5 2, paragraphs b through e, shall be divided into director 

6 districts on the basis of population as determined from the 

7 most recent federal decennial census. The director districts 

8 shall be as nearly equal as practicable to the ideal population 

9 for the districts as determined by dividing the number of 

10 director districts to be established into the population of 

11 the school district. The director districts shall be composed 

12 

13 

of contiguous territory as compact as practicable. 

2. If following a federal decennial census a school 

14 district fails to meet population equality requirements, the 

15 board of directors of the school district shall adopt a 

16 resolution redrawing the director districts not earlier than 

17 November 15 of the year immediately following the year in 

18 which the federal decennial census is taken nor later than 

19 May 30 of the second year immediately following the year in 

20 which the federal decennial census is taken. A copy of the 

21 adopted plan shall be filed with the area education agency 

22 administrator of the area education agency in which the 

J;(..'., 23 greatest number of the school's electors reside. 

24 3. The school board shall notify the state commissioner 

25 of elections and the county commissioner of elections of each 

26 county in which a portion of the school district is located 

27 whenever the boundaries of director districts are changed. 

28 The board shall provide the commissioners with maps showing 

29 the new boundaries. If, following a federal decennial census 

30 a school district elects not to redraw director districts 

31 under this section, the school board shall so certify to the 

32 state commissioner of elections, and the school board shall 

33 also certify to the state commissioner the populations of 

34 the retained director districts as determined under the latest 

35 federal decennial census. Upon failure of a district board 
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1 to make the required changes by the dates established under 

2 this section, the state commissioner of elections shall make 

3 or cause to be made the necessary changes as soon as possible, 

4 and shall assess any expenses incurred to the school district. 

5 The state commissioner may request the services of personnel 

6 of and materials available to the legislative service bureau 

7 to assist the commissioner in making any required boundary 

8 changes. , 
9 4. The boundary changes under this section take effect 

10 July 1 following their adoption for the next regular school 

11 election. 

12 5. Section 275.9 and sections 275.14 through 275.23 do 

13 not apply to changes in director district boundaries made 

14 under this section. 

15 Sec. 2. In order to allow for the implementation of section 

16 275.23A created under this Act, the school boards for school 

17 districts which do not comply with section 275.23A, subsection 

1 shall adopt a resolution redraWing the school's director, 

districts not later than May 30 of the year following the 

20 year in which this Act takes effect. 

21 
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SENATE FILE 485 

H-3532 

1 Amend Senate File 485 as amended, passed and 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as follows; 
3 1. Page 1, by inserting before line 1 the 
4 following; 
5 "Section 1. section 39.2~, Code 1983, is amended 
6 to read as follows: 
7 39.24 SCHOOL OFFICERS. l~embers of boards of 
8 directors of community and independent school 
9 districts, and boards of directors of merged areas 

10 shall be elected at the school election. Their 
11 fe9pee~ive terms of office shall be three years, 
12 except as otherwise provided by section 275.23A or 
13 280A.ll. 
14 Sec. 2. Section 49.8, subsection 4, Code 1983, 
15 is amended to read as follows: 
16 4. When the boundaries of aRY a county supervisor, 
17 city council, or school director dIstrict, or any 
18 other district from which one or more members of any 
19 public representative body other than the general 
20 assembly are elected by the voters thereof, are changed 
21 by annexation, reprecincting or other means, the 
22 change shall not result in the term of any officer 
23 elected from the former district being terminated 
24 before or extended beyond the expiration of the term 
25 to which the officer was last elected, except as 
26 provided under section 275.23A." 
27 2. Page 1, line 23, by striking the words "greatest 
28 number of the". 
29 3. Page 2, by inserting after line 8 the following: 
30 " . If more than one incumbent director, whose 
31 term-eitends beyond the organizational meeting of 
32 the board of directors after the regular school 
33 election following the adoption of the redrawn 
34 districts, reside in a redrawn director district, 
35 the terms of office of the affected directors expire 
36 at the organizational meeting of the board of directors 
37 following the next regular school election." 
38 4. Renumber sections and subsections as necessary. 

H-3532 FJLED APRIL 6, 1983 
u,d.~ 48 k? (II //</-7) 

BY CARL of Poweshiek 
LLOYD-JONES of Johnson 



WEDNESDAY, APRIL 13, 1983 

S-3500 
HOUSE AMENDMENT TO SENATE FILE 485 

1 A~end Senate File 485 as 
2 reprinted by the Senate, as 
3 1. Page l, by inserting 
4 fo 110\'; i ng: 

amended, passed and 
follows: 
before line 1 the 

5 "Section 1. Section 39.24, Code 1983, is amended 
6 to rend as follows: 
7 39.24 SCHOOL OFFICERS. Members of boards of 
8 directors of community and independent school 
9 districts, and boards of directors of merged areas 

10 shall be elected at the school election. Their 
11 respective terms of office shall be three years, 
12 except as otherwise provided by section 275.23A or 
13 280A.11. 
14 Sec. 2. Section 49.8, subsection 4, Code 1983, 
15 is amended to read as follows: 

6 4. When the boundaries of any ~ county supervisor, 
17 city council, or school director dIstrict, or any 
18 ot~er district from which one or more members of any 
19 public representative body other than the general 
20 assembly are elected by the voters thereof, are changed 
21 by annexation, reprecincting or other means, the 
22 change shall not result in the term of any officer 
23 elected from the former district being terminated 
24 before or extended beyond the expiration of the term 
25 to which the officer was last elected, except as 
26 provided under section 275.23A." 
27 -- 2. 'Pag-e 1, line 23, by striking the words "greatest 
28 number of the". 
29 3. Page 2, by inserting after line 8 the following: 
30 " . If more than one incumbent director, whose 
31 term-extends beyond the organizational meeting of 
32 the board of directors after the regular school 
33 election following the adoption of the redrawn 
34 districts, reside in a redrawn director district, 
3S the terms of office of the affected directors expire 
36 at the organizational meeting of the board of directors 
37 following the next regular school election." 
38 4. Renumber sections and subsections as necessary. 

S-3500 FILED 
APRIL 12, 1983 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 
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SENATE FI Lt: 48!:' 

AN ACT 

REQUIRING DIRECTOR llISTRICTS or CERTAIN SCHOOL llISTRICTS 1'0 

B1-: REDISTRICTED FOI,LOWING BACf1 FEDERAl. DECENNIAL CENSUS 

AS NRCESSARY TO RLrLKCT POPUJ.ATION CHANGES WITHIN THE 

DISTRIC1'S. 

BE IT ENACTEll BY TIrE GENEHAL ASSEMBI.'i OF THE S'rATE QI' IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 39.24, Code 1983, is ,~cnded t.o read 

as follows: 

39.24 SCIIOOL OFflCERS. Members of boards of di.·(!ctoro. 

of community and independent school districtt;. and boards 

of directol's of merged areas shall be elected at the school 

election. Their l'ef'l,ee~.ve telT:lS of office shall be LJ\ree 

years, except as other .... ise provided by section ~}5.23A_or 

280A.11. 

• • 
Scnate File 185, P. 2 

Sec. 1. Section 49.8, s\tbseclioll 4, Code lc}SJ, is a.,-nonded 

to read (1.5 follow!;: 

4. When tile boundal'ios of ftfty ~ coullty supervisor, city 

council, 01 school director district, or any other district 

f"om which one 01' r::on~' members of clny public representative 

body ot.h~t' Ulan t.he genera) assembly al'C elected by the voters 

thereof, al·e changed by alUlexdt.ion, t·eprecinct.ing or ot.her 

means, the change shall not resl1lt in Ute term: of any officer 

elected [l"Om the t.'OL·mer d1strict. being t.enrnnated before 01 

extended beyond the expiration of t.he tet·m to which the officer 

wa{> last electeJ.:.... .. cxcept ll.lLP}:~vided unclE.!' .sect1on 2·1!).1.3A. 

Sec. 3. Nf-;W ~~~TIO:-l. l·J~.2JA REUISTRICTING FOLINWING 

1-"EDERAL DKCt:NN I AL Cf::NSUS. 

1. School districts which have directon. ' • .-ho rept·esent 

director diGtricts as provided in section 275.12, tlubsection 

2, paragr~phs h ttll'ough e, shall be divided int.o director 

d1St.l'icts on the basis of population as det.ennined from the 

tnO!;'t. recent fedol·al decennial census. The director districts 

!j,hl1ll be as nearly equal as pt'acticable to Lhe ideal population 

for the dist.ricts as determined by dividing the number of 

director districts to be eSLablished into t.he population of 

the school district. The dit·ector districts shall be composed 

of conti9\1ous t.errit.ory as compact. as practicable. 

2. If (ollowing a federa.l decennial census a school 

the district. [ails to meet population cqualiLY requirements. 

board of directors of the school districL shall adopt a 

resolution red1'dwing the direct.ot· disLricts not earliet· than 

November l5 of t.he year immediately follo..,ing the year in 

which the federal decennial census is t.aken nOlO lat.er than 

May 30 of the second year immediately following the year in 

which t.he federal decennial census 15 taken. A copy of the 

adopted plan shall be filed with the area educaLion aqency 

adrninist.r-atol· of t.he area education agency in which Uw 

school's electors reside. 
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:-n 
~ en 



Senate Flle 1tl!->, I', 

3, The school board shall notlfy the state coc:vnissionel 

of elect101l5 and t.he county cOr'Jnissioner of elections of each 

county in whi.ch a portion of t.he lichool di~tt'ict is locat~ed 

.... hene·.Jcl' t.he boundaries of director districts !tl'e chanqed. 

The boat'd shall provide t.he co:nmissioncl's .... ill. ma.pG showing 

the ne .... boundat'ie~. If, following a federal decennial census 

a school dlt.trict elects not to redraw director district.s 

undet f..his liectioll, the school board sh~!l so ct::rtify to Lhe 

stat6 comnissione.[' of e!cctions, and the Rcnool hoard shall 

also cert.ify Lo the stale cOII'J'Ilissioner the populations of 

the l'ot.1ined din'lct:.or distxicls as determined under the l~ltest 

fcdcxal decCIUlial census. upon failure of a district board 

to mak<! the required chanqcs by the dates est.ablished under 

Uli" section, the staLe co:nmissioner of elect.ions shall make 

or cause to be made the necessary changes as soon as possible, 

and shall assess any expenses incurred to the school district. 

nlC state COPl-"1llSS10ner may request the serviceo of personnel 

of and C'later1als available to the legislatIve scrvice bureau 

to asr.ist t.hc COJ1'u:'liSS10ner 1n making any required boundary 

changes. 

4. If (';lore than one incumbent director. whose term extends 

beyond the organizational meeting of the board of directors 

after the regular school election following the adoption of 

the redraloln districts, l'eside in a redrao,m dlrector district, 

the tet~s of office of the affected directors expire at the 

organizational meeting of the board of directors follo~ing 

the next regular school election, 

~. The boundary changes undel' this section take effect 

July 1 follo .... ing their adoption for the next. regular school 

election. 

O. Secli:m 275.9 And sections 275,14 through 275,23 do 

not apply to changes in director district boundari.es made 

under this sectlon. 

Sec, 4. ',n order to allow for the implementation of section 

27S.23A cl'ea\'.ed under this Act, the school boards fOI' school 

Senate File 485, P. 4 

disL1'icts .... hi.ch do not comply ",ith section 275.23A, subsection 

1 shall adopt. ,1 resolution redI'a .... in(j the school's director 

districts not later than May 30 of the year i'ollowing the 

year in .... hich this Act takes effect . 

-----_._------
ROBf,RT T. ANDERSON 

President of the Senate 

DONALD O. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that 'this bill oI'iginated in the Senate and 

is known as Senate File 485, Seventieth General Assenbly. 

Approved 9ik0tL 
" 

TERRY IL BRANSTAD 

Governor 

1983 

K. MARIE THAYER 

secretary of the Senate 
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