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A BILL FOR 
1 An Act relating to the jurisdiction of the juvenile court, 

2 providing expanded authority to juvenile court referees, 

3 and allowing the juvenile court to estop parties befoL'e 

4 it from litigating concurrently issues of custody, 

5 guardianship, or placement of a child within the 

6 juvenile court's jurisdiction. 

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 

5;.,3289, ..' ,.,. 
1· Amend Senate File ,4-78. as foliows.: 
2 1. Eage '2, by strik~ri9..1ine ~2 and inserting in 
3 lieu thereof the fbl.lowing ::"chapter 598, . 598A, or 
4 633." 

5-3289 FILED 
MARCH 22, 1983 
a~ <I-!s-/h(1'/<><;'». 
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S.F. 

1 section 1. section 231.3, Code 1983. 1S amended by striking 

2 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

3 231.3 DESIGNATION OF JUVENILE COURT JUDGE AND APPOINT-

4 MENT OF REFEREE. 

5 1. The chief judge of a judicial district shall deSig-

6 nate one or more of the district judges.and district asso-

7 ciate judges to act as judges of the juvenile court for a 

8 county. The chief judge may designate a juvenile court judge 

9 to preside 1n more than one county. 

10 2. The judge of the juvenile court may appoint and may 

11 remove a juvenile court referee. The referee shall be an 

12 attorney admitted to practice law in this state, and shall 

13 be qualified for duties by training and experience. The 

14 compensation of the referee shall be set by the appointing 

15 judge. 

16 3. The referee shall have the same jurisdiction to con-

17 duct juvenile court proceedings and to issue orders, findings, 

18 and decisions as the judge of the juvenile court, except that 

19 the referee shall not issue warrants. However, the appointing 

20 judge may limit the referee's exercise of juvenile court 

21 jurisdiction. 

22 4. The parties to a proceeding heard by the referee are 

23 entitled to a reV1ew by the judge of the juvenile court of 

24 the referee's order, finding, or decision, if the rev~ew is 

25 requested within ten days after the entry of the referee's 

26 order. finding, or decision. A request for reVIew does not 

27 automatically stay the referee's order, finding, or decision. 

28 The review 1S on the record only, unless the Judge, upon 

29 request or upon the judge's own mot~on. orders otherwise. 

30 In the interests of justice. the Judge may allow a rehearing 

31 at an}' time. 

32 5. In a county with a population of more than two hundred 

33 fifty thousand, the Judge of the juvenile court may appoint 

34 and may remove a director of juvenile court services and shall 

35 set the director's compensation. 
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Sec. 2. NEW SECTION. 232.3. CONCURRENT COURT PROCEEDINGS . 

1. During the pendency of an action under this chapter, 

3 a party to the action is estopped from litigating concurrently 

4 the custody, guardianship, or placement of a child who is 

5 the ~ubject of the action, ~n a court other than the juvenile 

6 court. A district judge, district associate judge, magistrate, 

7 or jUdicial hospitalization referee, upon notice of the 

8 pendency of an action under this chapter, shall not issue 

9 an o~der, finding, or decision relating to the custody, 

10 guardianship, or placement of the child who is the subject 

11 of the action, under any law, including but not limited to 

12 chapter 598, 598A, 633, or 663. 

13 2. The juvenile court with jurisdiction of the pending 

14 action under this chapter, however, may, upon the request 

15 of d party to the action or on its own motion, authorize the 

16 party to litigate concurrently in another court a specific 

17 issue relating to the custody, guardianship, or placement 

18 of the child who is the subject of the action. Before 

19 authorizing a party to litigate a specific issue in another 

20 court, the juvenile court shall give all parties to the action 

21 an opportunity to be heard on the proposed authorization. 

22 The juvenile court may request but shall not require another 

23 court to exercise jurisdiction and adjudicate a specific issue 

24 relating to the custody, guardianship, or placement of the 

25 child. 

26 Sec. 3. Sections 232.63 and 232.124, Code 1983, are 

27 repealed . 

28 EXPLANATION 

29 This bill authorizes the expansion of a juvenile court 

30 referee's jurisdiction to equal the jurisdiction of the ap-

31 pointing juvenile court judge, unless the judge limits the 

32 referee'S exercise of the jurisdiction. However, a referee 

33 is prohibited from issuing warrants. A review on the record 

34 by the juvenile court judge of the referee's action is a 

35 matter of right, if the review is requested within ten days 
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1 of the entry of the action. A request for review does not 

2 automatically stay a referee's action. A rehearing may be 

3 held at the judge's discretion, In the interests of justice. 

4 The bill also expands the juvenile court's power to estop 

5 part~es currently before it from litigating in another court 

6 the custody, guardianship, or placement of a child subject 

7 to the juvenile court's jurisdiction. The juvenile court, 

8 however, may authorize a party before it to litigate 

9 concurrently in another court a specific issue relating to 

10 the custody, guardianship, or placement of the child. 

11 The bill creates a new section 232.3. 

12 The bill would become law July 1 following enactment. 
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HHATf.. FlLE 1'1(:; 

AN ACT 

Rl-:I.A1'ING T') THE JURISDIC1'jON 0 .. nlE JUVWll.F. Crjl}J(T. PR'JVII'­

ING c:r.PAtm~v AU'THOtc j'N TO JWEH I Lt. CoURT Ri:.fl:REk:!-;. ANT) 

AI.t.OWING nle: JWENILE CUtJR1" TO t:$TOP r,\kTJF.S 81::rr.'RE' IT 

f'ltOf1 1.I1"l\'A'rING CONCUR5i.ENTLY ISSIJb:S (If' CU51XlDY. GIJAPIJ(AH­

~lIlP. OR FLACEMENT Of" A <:1111.0 WI'THIH nOo: JUVENIU: CC'URT'!: 

JII'R 1 SJ)1 (;T ION 

Ufo: IT ENACTEO 8Y 1~ GEtfF.RAL ASS!:.1'WLY OF nn; ~TATE ·Jf 10'01'" 

S~ctlorl 1. Srct.ion 231.). Code 19CJ3, t~ AI,,~nded. hy sttlKlnq 

t.lu.' !;ectlon clnd lnsertlnq 1n lIeu tll<.·l~OJ th(' (ollowlnq: 

211 1 DESIGNATION Ot' .JWENILt: C()UkT JUD';!": AJ'm APPOItfl"­

MENT Of REt'EkEF.. 

1. The clue! Judge 01 '" Judlclal dl!·trl<:t ~h&ll d(,!>lq­

n"'t~ one or !Dore of the dl!.>trlct )udq~1o and dU.tl h t .) .. ~o-

':1 ,,\ e )Ud98S t.O Act all )udqc~ (.'1 the 1 uVt:1H 1~ ':o"lll 1o.H 01 

county. Thf! Chlf>f }udge m«y d~"Hlndte " )u,-,<-,tllle c.our t )udQ'" 

to preside Hl mOl~ than one county. 

:>. The jtldq4" of tile )uv4"nlle Coult m.lY "p"OlTlt .Hld (l'4Y 

remove l1li Ju\'~nllf! COUI t referee. Tta: retel4"t" 1011,,11 t>c ,UI 

at.t01ney adlnlttcd to "ractlc<-' law In thlS st!lltr- ... nd r.holll 

b~ quallfled for dutle!> by tldllnlnQ "nd expc11on.:e. -the 

cOlllpf!naatlon of the referee .. holll be t.el by tilf! "ppOltltlnq 

judqe. 

j. The referee Shdll have tht." s"rae )urlsdlctlon to con­

duct juvt:nll(- c.Court plor:o~dinqs and tC' l~5tl(> ortjrrL. Ilndlu91o. 

"nd dC(;lSIOtlS ar· thft Judge ot the )\lvf!1l11c 'w-OU1t. (":~c.:t'Vl t"o"t 

the tefernc 6hAIl not lSSU~ W.!IIll ant ... Howc·.'<-'r. thf" "ppoint 1nq 

judq~ Ttldy llmlt lhf! l~f~rce's e!(eIT1:>1!' o( }u\lenl1e '~OUlt 

)UllndlCt10f •. 

4 Tt,1'! poll"t.le!. to 1\ ptOC.(:(";dlUq hcard by tile l'!fer~e <.11'_" 

pntlt1t:d tt' d IPV1CW by thf' )udq(' of tne JtlVpnd~ (7C,ult ·:..1 

• 
Sen.1t<-· Fll'!' .;': ... 

the lefert:e'~ ol·dt."J f1Ild\nq, 01 dp(l~.1""n. If 'h~ rt:-vl·_·· .. lr, 

1~q11 ... ~t(:d Wllhu, t~n J .. y .... (tCI tht· t'utry .,t the rct~rt-p,'~ 

old~l. flJ.dln'1. ')r JCCI',lvll ,.. It:'~u~r.t J()1 r",vlc'" dt·cs not 

dut,~a"'tlc.lll~,. stdY th(" l·cf'_'l"'~C·f. ')rdcl, flndulq .. '1 d~Cl"lon. 

Th~ 1~V11'!W l~ 011 Ult: r~c:ord .Hllj·. unl4-f ..... thr )l.Idqe, UpOll 

t~qu('st t'l ul-'011 the JuJql!":> OWl' Ttlot10". (,ro1o:",~ .'thcJ"w1.r. 

11, tht- tnt.~n.'bt.:; •• 1 JlJ,.tlC.~. ttl~ )ud'JC rtldy dl}f\w .l l~h~.Hlnl} 

elt -\n}t tlTtlC 

~" III a ·::'::·\lut·,' Wit), d P""PU1.ltl • .')1 ot a.t'li ttl .. 11 two huodl~d 

fIfty tilou'J",nd. the )U,j'Jt: ,,1 th" )UVClIlJe ("-('I\.lt !'lUt)' appoint 

Alld J'lay l~r'hJ ... e '" <11 re.:~.);- cf ;:.JIlt:'n11,.. c:ourt '>t:'I'Vl(7C'6 <lnd shall 

f>t"'t UII!' dlr~c:tol'lo <,:(.oJ"l-'en!;:at 1('1) 

!,~<.:. L ~:w 5r.~ 1.9~ 2):.1 C0N':-URk.Un rt")URT I'RUt:E.mINGS. 

1. Du[ lllq th~ p~ndcn(;:,,' .'t «:"I .l('ttt·" ullolt'1 thl" <.:ha~·tf!l. 

<II poll t.y to ttl .. "c.t H,II 1S ,_",tVPI,t-d (ro1ll 11t1q .... t lnq (;Ol,(:url"4"ot.li' 

th~ cu~lt,.j)·. 4\1dl,jIM· ... tHr· '.>1 l-·lcltelllPnt c..f d <.:111101 .. ho 16 

t.ile IOUO)P('t cd th~ dCll .... r'. In <'I Ct'U1t (·thf'r t.hdn tht.' 1'lVCJIlle 

(~ollrt. A dlr,tr1('t )u.;1.;<:. dl~:tll(.t l~"'-"_-lclt~ )uo1q<.', IIId<)15tlatl". 

V1 )\l01(71a1 h'):'Plt<llII.~ .• 'tl0n r<,·ft:'l~~. l1p')n uotlCt- oJ thc 

pL"lld~ocy ('t .111 d<.:tlVII l1ndrl tJllS (,.·hd~tf"r. Iot",l} not l!or.UC 

oln ord!!'l. t1ndlnq. or '.tf"Clr,lOn rC'l<ltlll<J t') th~ Co.l~tody. 

qu"rd1.lJl1.hi .. ,. or pl",~r-rt"_'lIt of tht: "r,lld · .. tho l!l till" ~Ut.lt."(;l 

of the .tctlon. uudt:' 1 .'loy t<'lw. ''It}Utjltl~ bllt not Ilm'llted to 

Ch<lptel ':>99. SQA." ... 1 63), 

,. Thc lUVCllll~ ,~OU1·t w1tll .IU115d1Ct 10n _,{ UI~ J:.endlnq 

.l<.:tlon unt1el thIS d'''1-'t~t. t.o'.lt·vcr. fI'I.ly. up .... n th(" tC'que&t 

.... 1 ., p<lrty to th ... dC,tl'JII 01 .Ht It!, ",wn 1"".(,tl0f •. duthot 17e- thL" 

P<.llly to,) 11l1c, .. tr <.:vucuJ"lc.ntly iJ, .. f.'.·th<:r ,-OUI t .) ~pc<':lfl<': 

11>8\1L" Ct:ldl1l1q lc.. thf' ":-\J',tl'.1y. qllclr.11oln~,h1p. 01 placeJTIent 

of thr- Chl}-:1 who lS th~ 6ul·)t:'Cl of the d(,.·t,on. hl:f01C 

~utt~rlzlflq <l Pdlty to 11t1~~t(' ~ ~p(,~lfl~ l~IoU~ In anoth@l 

court. thfO ,uv~JlIl<.' c .... ull !oholtl qlVt" <!lIll p.'rtlch t<.' the actloJn ~ 
an c,pportuully t .... t" h~<lrd on thr l':opo:;'_'.j .,'1th01"17 . .ltlon :'" 

l'hf' }uYf'n\l~ (,(,,\Itt If.a,:, r'~·11H·!':t lout st,dl! Hc,t r(,,~"lrc .lJlOltl~t 

.:t'lIIt lc. C'~o;l"':lS'~ Juri. tj\.:~loJl: "'l'1 ".1)·hil •.. 1t(" .... !.,.·t."C1J1C ISSUt" 
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senate File 478, P. 3 

relating to the custody, guardianship, or placement of the 

child. 

Sec. 3. Sections 232.63 and 232.124, Code 1983, are 

repealed. 

ROBERT T. ANDERSON 

PresIdent of the Senate 

DONALD D. AVENSON 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill origInated in the Senate and 

IS known as senate File 478, SeventIeth General Assembly. 

Approved 

TERRY E. BRANSTAD 

Governol· 

1983 

K. MARIE THAYER 

Secretary of the Senate 
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